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BARBER GETS TECH FALL, KALIMTZIS RECORDS PIN

Kardinal Wrestlers Surprise
Devils, 37-27, for WC Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Friday the 13th held true to super-
stition for the Westfield High School
Blue Devils, who needed a win over
the visiting Kearny wrestling team to
grab the Watchung Conference crown.
Unfortunately, a chain reaction of
unfortunate events for the 15-2 Blue
Devils ended in a 37-27, Kardinal
victory.

The Black Cat crossed the Blue
Devils’ path immediately when the
Malcolm X. Shabazz wrestling team
failed to take the path to Westfield for
an opening match. Many of the
Kardinal wrestlers arrived without
their singlets and a coach had to re-
turn to Kearny to retrieve them.

When the first bout with the 22-8
Kardinals began, everything seemed
business as usual when Blue Devil
Christian Barber registered nine
takedowns, a two-point nearfall and
an escape to claim a 21-6, 5:36, tech-
nical fall over Matt McCurrie at 135-
lbs, but a glimpse of an bad omen
took place in the second period of the
140-lb bout when Joe Panarese got
snared in a three-point nearfall and
ended up dropping a 6-4 decision to
Miguel Matos.

A dark shadow befell the 145-lb
bout. Sam Reichbach was battering
his opponent, had a 12-1 lead and was

working on a fall, but disaster struck
when he became careless with his
balance and got pinned at 3:10 by
Brandon Barrett, causing a potential
11- to 12-point swing in the team
score – enough to give Westfield an
eventual victory.

After scoring a first-period
takedown at 152-lbs, Brian Henry
fell into a five-point move and lost his
bout, 7-2, to Dave Bush. Rob
Granstrand needed to get bonus points
in his 160-lb bout but could only
muster a 4-2 decision over Kardinal
Eric Fiore, who must have had his
lucky charms with him. Blue Devil
Sam Kim was holding powerhouse
JT Nash to a two-point lead at 171-lbs
but got clamped into a cradle in the
third period.

After Kardinal Billy Nash recorded
an 11-2, major decision over Alan
Workman at 189-lbs to make the score
22-8, the pale face of desperation set
in when another Kardinal powerhouse
took to the mats at 215-lbs, forcing
Westfield to forfeit the weight class
and bounce Zach Frantz to heavy-
weight in place of Joe Kania, who
was not at the match. Frantz pulled
off a 2-1 decision over Wenner Nunez.

Mike Kalimtzis did his job at 103-
lbs with a 1:54 pin of Andrew Plaugic,
but Westfield had to present Austin
Slifer at 112-lbs against James Vezos

and bump Troy Skibitsky up to 119-
lbs to face Nick Machado if they
wanted any chance of winning the
match. Slifer lost by fall and Skibitsky
dropped a 6-0 decision.

Nick DeFreitas tallied five
takedowns and an escape to grab an
11-3, major decision over Bill Dimos
at 125-lbs and John Barnes received a
forfeit at 130-lbs.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
135: — Barber (W) tf McCurrie, 21-6,
5:36
140: — Matos (K) d Panarese, 6-4
145: — Barrett (K) p Reichbach, 3:10
152: — Bush (K) d Henry, 7-2
160: — Granstrand (W) d Fiore, 4-2
171: — JT Nash (K) p Kim, 4:47
189: — B. Nash (K) md Workman, 11-2
215: — Jim Livingston (K) won forfeit
Hwt: — Frantz (W) d Nunez, 2-1
103: — Kalimtzis (W) p Plaugic, 1:54
112: — Vezos (K) p Slifer, 0:15
119: — Machado (K) d Skibitsky, 6-0
125: — DeFreitas (W) md Dimos, 11-3
130: — Barnes (W) won forfeit
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SOARING HIGH…The Westfield
Area Y Aquaducks launched their syn-
chronized swimming competition sea-
son with strong performances at the Jr/
Sr Zone Association meet in New
Canaan, Conn. on February 1. Pic-
tured, Kim Rizzo soars off Anna
Fetter’s shoulder as their six team-
mates underwater propel them both
into the air without touching the bot-
tom of the pool.

Blue Devil Bowlers Lose Two
Then Win Sectional Crown

The Westfield High School (WHS)
bowling team completed the worse
slump it has ever had by losing to
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 4-3, on Feb-
ruary 10 and to Linden, 5-2, on Feb-
ruary 12.

The Blue Devils did, however, win
total wood against the Raiders, 2,605-
2,506. The pin count against the Ti-
gers was 2,465-2,491. The Blue Dev-
ils’ regular season ended with four
losses in a row and dropped their
record to 14-5.

On February 14 (Valentine’s Day),
the Blue Devils felt the love and got
back into their championship form as
they dominated the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 4 tournament by
outscoring Elizabeth, 3,143-2,980, at

Eagle Rock Lanes in West Orange.
Junior Josh Ettinger led the team with
a high game of 265 and a high series
of 698. Ettinger also qualified for the
state singles championships with the
698 series. Senior captains Kevin
Murphy and Matt Marcus shot re-
spective 648 and 622 series to help
propel the team. Freshman Lucas Cruz
shot 607 and Brian Dunn rounded out
the scoring with a 568 series.

This was the eighth sectional cham-
pionship in the past 10 years and the
15th overall for Westfield since bowl-
ing was added to the sports program
at WHS. The team now will bowl for
the Group IV championship on Sat-
urday, February 21, at Carolier Lanes
in North Brunswick.

Blue Devils Icemen Gain
Berth in State Tournament

The Westfield Blue Devils Ice
Hockey team qualified for the state
tournament by winning two of three
recent games to improve to 8-5-2.

The Blue Devils knocked off the
Dayton Bulldogs, 7-2, on February 9
at Warinanco Rink in Roselle. Sopho-
more forward C.J. Meyer paced the
offense with a goal and five assists,
while Nick Attanasio had two goals
and two assists.

Dayton struck 24 seconds into the
game on a goal by Chris Neville.
Westfield knotted the score 1-1 at
13:53 with Meyer stuffing in a re-
bound off of Henry O’Brien’s shot
and Joe Kramkowski’s assist.

Attanasio notched his first goal in
the second period on passes from
Meyer and senior captain Pat Tresnan.
O’Brien scored at 4:51 after making
an excellent effort to keep the puck in
the offensive zone. Kramkowski put
the Blue Devils in front 4-2 and fresh-
man winger Matt Lee converted
passes from line mates Zach
Archambault and Phil Cohn.

In the third period Attanasio scored
after an excellent cycling of the puck
with line mates Meyer and O’Brien.
Junior center Matt Wronski com-
pleted the scoring with 2:13 remain-
ing after poking in a nice centering
feed from Meyer. Goaltenders Mor-
gan Bungerz and Scott Howard shared
the victory.

Westfield topped Parsippany, 4-1,
on February 4 and got on the
scoreboard first when Attanasio put
in a rebound off Tresnan’s shot from
the blue line. Matt Wronski assisted.
Midway through the second period,
Parsippany evened the score on a
power play goal by Steve Burke be-
fore Lee scored on a pass from Cohn
to make it 2-1. O’Brien scored at 6:09
of the third period and Kramkowski
rounded out the scoring at 1:25 with
a power play blast. Sophomore
goaltender Bungerz notched his sec-
ond win of the season.

Westfield’s loss was to the Sum-
mit Hilltoppers, 4-1, on February 3.
The win was Summit’s first over
Westfield this season after dropping
two games.

Summit grabbed a 2-0 lead on a
first-period power play goal followed
by an even-strength goal at 3:38 of
the middle frame. Summit threatened
to make the score 3-0 when forward
Timmy Yeager stole the puck and
raced the length of the ice before
being hooked and earning a penalty
shot. Freshman goaltender Steve
Wronski made a great leg pad save
keep the score 2-0.

Westfield scored early in the third
period but Summit made the score 3-
1 at 7:32 before Yeager rounded out
the scoring with a nice individual
effort at 5:49 of the period.

SPF Raider Icemen Defeat
Highlanders on Senior Night

FSPY Swim Girls Prepare
For Championship Meets

This season, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School ice hockey
team had to overcome injuries to two
key players and a more competitive
schedule with the creation of the
Union County League. But the Raid-
ers rallied in the last three minutes on
senior night to defeat Governor
Livingston 3-2.

Governor Livingston maintained a
1-0 lead deep into the third period.
Then senior defensemen Matt Rivera,
Todd Weiner and Marty Anderson
helped hold off the Highlanders’ of-
fensive attacks. Goalie Chris Bauer
made over 25 saves.

With three minutes left, Jeremy
Kaufman dug the puck out of the cor-
ner and fed Rivera at the point for a shot
on a goal. Danny Jones, standing in
front of the goal, tipped it in for the
goal. Less than a minute later, Tyler
Mattern broke out of his zone and
skated down the ice. He then slid the
puck over to Jones, who quickly fired

the puck past the goalie for a 2-1 lead.
Governor Livingston answered 30

seconds later to tie the score with a blast
from one of the defenseman. As the
game wound down, Jones broke away
in the neutral zone and dashed to the GL
goal, where he was ripped down from
behind. The referee called a penalty
shot. Jones faced Tyler Kelly (GL goalie)
in a one-on-one opportunity. Starting
from center ice, Jones went far to his
left, drawing Kelly that way. As Jones
moved back to the middle, he slid the
puck through Kelly’s legs for the win.

The 13 seniors and their families,
who are the founding members of the
program, have been with the program
for four years. The seniors include
captains Jeremy Kaufman and Danny
Jones; assistant captains Mitch Facer,
Brian Jascur and Tyler Mattern; and
Chris Bauer, Marty Anderson, Mike
Rupnarian, Josh Lieberman, Matt
Rivera, Todd Weiner, Brendan Strip-
ling and Anthony Ingato.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y
(FSPY) girls swim team competed in
four dual meets this season. Swim-
mers focused on swimming personal
best times (PBs) and qualifying for
the upcoming YMCA State Champi-
onship Meet (“Y States”) or the
YMCA Silver Championship Meet
(“Y Silvers”).

The FSPY competitors posted over
180 PBs, many of which qualified for
Y States or Y Silvers.

For Y States, Sarah Cronin qualified
in 200-fly, 200-free, 200-back and 50
breast; Jodie Thompson (200-breast,
50-fly) Sarah Davis (50-free, 100-free),
and Maggie O’Connell (200-free,

200IM), and Mikia Samuels (100-
breast), Katelin Barone (50-free), Jes-
sica Cronin (200-fly), Nicole DePaola
(100-free), Julie Haggan (100-fly),
Savannah Llewellyn (100IM), Julia
DiGiacomo (100-free) and by
Annemarie Kearns (100-breast).

For Y Silvers qualifiers, PBs were
posted by Elsa Leistikow (100-free,
200-back, 100-fly), Caroline Lesce
(200-free, 100-back), Maya Dunchus
(100-free, 50-back) and Emily Wang
(50-back, 50-fly), and Nicole
Buzzanca (200IM), Cassie Green
(200IM), Jillian Leahy (200-back),
Kim Many (50-breast), Cheryl
Monteiro (50-free), Rosemarie
Brigande (200-free), Brenda Ho (100-
fly), Gracie Piekarski (50-free), Kelly
Bracuto (50-free), Caitlin Glynn (100-
free), Isabella Iacona (50-back),
Natalie Jablonski (50-breast) and
Danielle Mrozek (100-free). Com-
peting at Y Silvers and Y States are
Rachel Braun (100IM, 200IM), Molly
Gaynor (200-free) and Amanda
Banasiak (200-free).

Three team records were also set in
these meets: 8U Erica Frazier in the
50-breast, and 11-12’s Sarah Cronin
in the 200-fly and by Jodie Thomp-
son in the 200-breast.
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BUSINESS AS USUAL… Blue Devil Christian Barber registered nine takedowns,
a two-point nearfall and an escape to claim a 21-6, 5:36, technical fall over
Kardinal Matt McCurrie at 135-lbs
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Open House
Sunday, February 22nd, 1pm - 4pm
The Savannah in Downtown Westfi eld, 
111 Prospect Street, Westfi eld, NJ

New Exciting Pricing on select condominiums.

Presented by Elegant Homes Realty

Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference to the offering plan which will be furnished by a 
developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all fl oor plans and developments are subject to change. Not an offer where prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus 
for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and specifi cations are subject to change without notice.

Luxury Condominium Residences For Those 55-plus

in the Heart of Downtown Westfield

Residents at the Savannah enjoy concierge service, secured entry, 
an elegant lobby, a community room with a prep kitchen for catered parties, elevators to each f loor 

and two underground parking spaces per unit.


