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THE SWEETEST STATE…Fourth
graders at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison during the school year
have been studying every aspect of New
Jersey – from the Lenape culture to
trivia and lessons in law and govern-
ment. The study took a sweet turn on
the morning of February 5, when stu-
dents carved counties out of vanilla
cake, iced them with colorful frostings,
assembled the counties to form the state
of New Jersey, and decorated the deli-
cious structure with other ornaments
to signify the state’s terrain and other
components. Pictured above, Jake
Payami of Scotch Plains and his mother,
Renee Payami, work on frosting his
county in green icing. Jake is also the
son of Maurice Payami. His sisters,
Kapriana and Briella, also attend
Wardlaw-Hartridge.
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“Hire A Professional”

For meetings, sports and reviews to be placed in
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

The Westfield Memorial Library     
celebrates Black History Month        

with

“Titans of  Song” 

Performed by 

Follow the Drinking Gourd  
Wednesday, February 25    7:00 pm

Photos, narrative and songs celebrating the lives and 
music of Paul Robeson and Marian Anderson

Program open to Westfield Memorial Library and MURAL cardholders.  
Go to www.wmlnj.org and click on Calendar to register,

or call 908.789.4090 x 4140.  
 550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Ed Fund to Hold Its
Annual Wine Tasting
WESTFIELD – The Education Fund

of Westfield is holding its annual Wine
Tasting and Auction Fundraiser on Sat-
urday, March 14, at the Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield. For ticket
information, go to westfieldnj.com/
edfund.

The Ed Fund regularly provides
grants to teachers and administrators to
support advancements in teaching tech-
nology, reading and language programs,
the arts and many other areas enhanc-
ing the education of children within the
Westfield Public School District.

Over the last 15 years, the Ed Fund
has donated more than $260,000 to
support Westfield Public Schools.

In 2008, The Education Fund of
Westfield provided grants to fund the
cultural arts program at the Lincoln
Early Learning Center, mathematics
tools for second graders, SmartBoard
technology for elementary and inter-
mediate schools, expansion and online
library resources for special education
and elementary curricula and many
other important programs.

Garwood Helps Community
During S(o)uper Bowl

SOUPER BOWL…Sixth grade student council members pose by the food that the
school collected. More than 500 items of food were collected and donated to a local
food pantry.

WESTFIELD – The Garwood Pub-
lic Schools held their second annual
“Soup”er Bowl Monday event on Feb-
ruary 2. They joined the movement
that is transforming Super Bowl week-
end into the nation’s largest youth-led
weekend of giving and serving.

“Souper Bowl of Caring” equips
and mobilizes schools to positively
impact their communities by collect-
ing money or food on or near Super
Bowl weekend.

By using the event as a time to help
others, the students are learning about
the realities of hunger in their own
neighborhoods and are turning one of
the nation’s universal times of cel-
ebration and parties into an opportu-
nity to care for those in need.

While America turned their atten-
tion to football for Super Bowl XLIII,
more than a quarter of a million young
people were working to transform
Super Bowl weekend into the nation’s
largest youth-led weekend of giving
and serving through the “Souper Bowl
of Caring.”

For the weeks surrounding the big
game, “Souper Bowl of Caring” youth
collected donations through schools

and donated 100 percent of their col-
lection to a local charity of their choice.

Souper Bowl of Caring started in
South Carolina in 1990. Since then,
the “Souper Bowl of Caring” has raised
more than $50 million in donations of
money and food nationwide.

In 2008, 14,500 organizations col-
lected over $10 million and every penny
went to local organizations that help
people in need!

WF’s Gorman Makes
Duke Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Kaitlin Gorman,
daughter of John and Sue Gorman of
Westfield, earned placement on the
fall 2008 dean’s list at Duke Univer-
sity, located in Durham, N.C. Ms.
Gorman, a 2006 graduate of Westfield
High School, is a junior at Duke. She
is majoring in Biological Anatomy
and Anthropology.

Ten Local Residents to Star
In Wizard of Oz at Wardlaw
EDISON – Ten residents from

Scotch Plains and Fanwood will have
starring roles in the spring musical at
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School, The
Wizard of Oz, which will be staged on
Friday and Saturday, March 6 and 7,
at 7:30 p.m. and on Sunday, March 8,
at 3 p.m. The school is located at 1295
Inman Avenue in Edison.

The cast includes: Brian Downing
of Scotch Plains (freshman) as Tinman
and Hickory, Billy Buchbinder of
Scotch Plains (freshman) as Profes-
sor Marvel, the Wizard of Oz and
Gate Guard. Further, the cast includes
Catherine Badalamenti of Scotch
Plains (freshman) as an apple tree,
poppies, flying monkey, manicurist
and jitterbug.

Cecily D’Amore of Scotch Plains
(fifth grade) will be a member of the
Lullaby League/Snowgirls, while Eric
Bessette of Scotch Plains (seventh
grade) will portray the Mayor of
Munchkinland. Max Needle of Scotch
Plains (fifth grade) will take the role
of the Coroner.

The cast will also feature: Akash
Dalal of Scotch Plains (fifth grade) in
the Lollipop Guild, with Chase Levitt
of Scotch Plains (seventh grade).
Emily Wexler of Scotch Plains and
Moenika Chowdhury of Fanwood
(seventh grade) will portray school-
teachers.

Tickets, which may be purchased
prior to the performances, are $3 per
child, $5 per adult and $15 per family.

GW’s Lincoln School
Reveals Honors Lists

GARWOOD – Lincoln School in
Garwood announced its honor roll
and honor society for the second
marking period. Students on the honor
society have earned straight A’s, and
the students on the honor roll have
earned A’s and B’s.

Honor Roll

Grade 5
Cailey Adamson, Sean Baron, Luis Bergin,

Jacqueline DeFilippo, Matthew Englese,
Shaughn Kennedy, Michael Manfre, Joseph
Massett, Kayla McMillan, Luke Pak, An-
drew Resetar, Jarett Sims, Colleen Staba,
Jenna Staines, Victoria Wagner

Grade 6
Mark Barranger, Michael Basso,

Amanda Brown, Jake Burkert, Daniel
Courtney, Sara Diwane, Anne Marie Figiel-
Dickerson, Nino Galluzzo, Ricardo
Hidalgo, Salma Mahmoud, Amanda
Meyers, Vaness Rosky, Zachary Simanski,
Christina M. Tempio, Scott Tombs

Grade 7
Samuel Abbaticola, Sara Brinkerhoff,

Meghan Courtney, Pamela DeFilippo,
Rachel Galatioto, Karina Hernandez,
Kristina Hrehova, Orest Kulchytsky, Chris-
tine Lodato, Diana Marianovsky, Kevin
McDonnell, Maura Moran, Lindsey

O’Donnell, Victoria Petruzelli, Alexus
Popola, Nicole Resetar, Emily Schadewald,
Alecia Styles, Stephanie Tempio

Grade 8
Marlee Araujo, Ryan Baron, Marcella

DePaola, Anna DiGiacomo, Joseph
McMahon, Jason Hay, Veronica Matatov,
Joseph McMahon, Tianna Miles, Camel-
lia Mooney, Alice Narang, Thomas Priolo,
Ryan Tombs, Emily Torres

Honor Society

Grade 5
Michael Banek, Joseph Brecht, Kim-

berly Knowles, Emma Neuberger,
Gabriella Sluka, Michael Woitkowski

Grade 6
Monica Archer, Meagan Beriont,

Alyssa Beyer, Dayna Gallucci, Katerina
Hermanova, Brian Maher, Salvatore
Trapani, Caitlin Twaddle

Grade 7
Devin Araujo, Sara Law, Jessica

Weisser

Grade 8
Sarah Beriont, Ryan Brinkerhoff,

Brendan Bucciarelli, Kristina Cibikova,
Salvatore Florio, Joseph Mondi, Kyle
Pender, Jordan Smith

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

High School Student Asks Board
To Vote Down Redistricting

By ALLIE TUNIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When I was first approached by The
Westfield Leader to share my views about
the Washington redistricting proposal, I
was hesitant.

I already made my views clear during
the February 3 board of education meet-
ing and did not want to seem redundant or
overly (or oddly) preoccupied with this
issue. For the record, I do not have a
younger sibling who will be affected by
the redistricting nor do I live on a street
that would be included in the “new atten-
dance zone.”

While I do not have a proverbial horse
in this race, after witnessing the course of
events during that icy Tuesday evening,
as a proud Washington alum and a re-
cently registered voter, I do not know
how I could just sit back and watch this
ill-conceived plan be carried out.

There is no doubt in my mind that the
intentions of the superintendent and board
of education are noble. I realize that they
are convinced that by moving these 21
small children, they are greatly improv-
ing the quality of education at Roosevelt.

My complaint with the superintendent
and the board does not have anything to
do with their sincerity, but rather their
refusal to listen to their constituents.

Evidence of the superintendent’s and
the board’s intransigence was apparent
from the earliest hours of the February 3
meeting at Edison. Several board mem-
bers began to try to convince parents of
the fine quality of education at Edison.

They seemed to believe that the rea-
son for the parents’ objections to the
proposal was based solely on old, erro-
neous stereotypes. (Had this been the
case, I would not have taken a side on
this issue).

It seemed as though the board had a
genuine misunderstanding of the parents’
reasons for opposing the board’s pro-
posal. It was, however, evident from the
first few comments made by the parents
that their issues with the redistricting pro-
posal lie not with the archaic character-
izations of the two middle schools, but
rather it was the unraveling of a tightly
knit community.

I understand why the board may have
assumed the parents’ complaints to be
related to misguided notions about the
merits of Edison. After conducting some
research, I found that in prior years, when
redistricting has come up, parents have
brought up these issues.

This is not the case for the parents of
these 21 children, however. Had the su-
perintendent and the board just picked up
a copy of The Leader, they would have
seen that the letters to the editor for the
past few weeks from parents have been
focused on keeping the Washington school
community together.

Throughout the meeting, the superin-
tendent and the board kept repeating state-
ments such as “ it is all about the num-
bers.” Well, after doing some further re-
search, I discovered that these so-called
magic numbers could be interpreted in
several different ways.

Dr. Dolan has noted that her goal with
the redistricting plan is to keep an average
class size of about 25 students at
Roosevelt. After looking over the data for
the next few years through the class of
2013 without redistricting, the highest
average class size at Roosevelt would be
28. Yes, the difference will be only three
students.

According publicschoolreview.com/
articles/18, studies have shown that “the
benefits of smaller classrooms depend on
a teacher-student ratio of around 1 to 15
through 18” and that “reducing class size
from, for example, 28 to 25 students shows
no significant advantage.”

Having gone through 12 years of the
Westfield School system, I can verify
these findings. Particularly in the high
school, I have had many classes well over
25 students and a few that have had around
30.

I would like to end this article with an
emotional appeal. In the February 12 is-
sue of The Leader, Dr. Dolan wrote,
“Westfield is fortunate. We do not have to
move hundreds of students.” This again
shows a lack of understanding and sensi-
tivity about this issue. The biggest con-
cern with the redistricting proposal is that
it is moving such a minute population of
students across town away from their
friends.

Moving a hundred students (or the
whole school) would make for a much
easier transition for these students. The
BOE and the superintendent have a re-
sponsibility to protect the minority as
well as the majority.

What I am asking the superintendent
and the board to do is to run a simple cost-
benefit analysis. View these 21 students
not as a number, but as individual chil-
dren with their own little lives, relation-
ships and feelings.

It also should be understood that redis-
tricting elementary school students is a
completely different thing than redistrict-
ing middle school students. The emo-
tional needs of middle school are more
complex.

In elementary school, social life is re-
liant on parents networking with other
parents outside school in the morning and
at 3 p.m. That is simply not the case in
middle school because students are de-
veloping a new sense of independence.

There are many things to get used to in
middle school – changing classes, lock-
ers and an unfamiliar larger building. It is
important that a middle schooler enters
the new school with a core group of
friends so they can brave the new world
together.

Also, this is a five-year plan. The group
of students that falls right after the five
years is going to have to spend its elemen-
tary school days with the instability and
fear of not knowing whether its class will
also be torn apart.

I appreciate the intensive time and en-
ergy that has been spent by the superin-
tendent and the board to try to remedy the
Roosevelt overcrowding problem. I think
this is too large of an undertaking for just
these few individuals, so what I would
suggest to the superintendent and the board
is to take a deep breath, wait a year before
voting to put this plan in place and take
suggestions from the community.

During the most recent board meeting,
the idea of reforming the magnet program
was brought up. I understand that there
was a proposal to create a pre-engineer-
ing/Mandarin magnet program. Ask any
group of fifth graders whether it would
leave its friends to take pre-engineering
or Mandarin classes, and I could almost
guarantee you the majority would say no.

I think the superintendent and the board
should work more closely with students
and their parents to devise more appeal-
ing classes to entice kids to come to
Edison. Perhaps you could ask high
schoolers to look back on their own expe-
riences and see what they would have
wanted to take in middle school.

My own advice would be to create a
humanities course for the middle school
based on the immensely popular class at
the high school.

There is still time to right a wrong. I
encourage the board to vote down this
proposal, to have more time to work with
the community and explore other alterna-
tives. We cannot place the weight of the
overcrowding problem on the tiny shoul-
ders of 21, 11-year-olds.


