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Fanwood Presbyterian Posts
Calendar of Lenten Events

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church, located at Martine
and LaGrande Avenues, has announced
its calendar for the Lenten season.

On Shrove Tuesday, February 24,
the church will host a pancake supper
for all ages in the dining room begin-
ning at 6 p.m. Children’s activities
will be featured, sponsored by the
Christian Education Committee. Res-
ervations are requested and can be
made by calling the church office at
(908) 889-8891.

The Ash Wednesday service will
take place in the sanctuary on Febru-

ary 25 at 7:30 p.m. and will include
Communion and the Imposition of
Ashes.

A Lenten series of Soup and Devo-
tion will be offered each Wednesday
through Lent, from March 4 through
April 1. These events will consist of a
light dinner of homemade soup and
bread at 6:30 p.m., followed by a
short devotional program in the din-
ing room at 7 p.m.

The theme for these devotions will
be “The Lord is my Shepherd – Lenten
reflections on the 23rd Psalm.” Four
area ministers and two candidates for
the ministry will visit the church to
speak on the various aspects of this
psalm.

Regular Sunday services will be
held at 10 a.m., with Sunday school
for children at 10:20 a.m.

Holy Week will start on Palm Sun-
day, April 5, with worship at 10 a.m.
in the sanctuary. Morning prayer will
be conducted on Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday that week at 7 a.m.

On Maundy Thursday, April 9, wor-
ship and Communion will begin at
7:30 p.m. The Good Friday service of
worship on April 10 will begin at 7:30
p.m. This service will feature John
Stainer’s “Crucifixion,” sung by the
Sanctuary Choir under the direction of
Dr. Shelley Zuckerman, director of
Music and Fine Arts at the church.

On Easter Sunday, April 12, a Sun-
rise Service will be held at 7 a.m. and
the Celebration Service of Worship
will take place at 10 a.m.

The public is welcome to attend all
of these events. For further informa-
tion or directions to the church, call
the church office at (908) 889-8891.

First Congregational Plans
Open House For Sunday

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church will host an open
house event on Sunday, February 22,
at 10 a.m. to welcome visitors and
prospective members. All individuals
and families who are seeking a new
faith community are invited to attend.

The open house also will serve as
an opportunity for visitors to experi-
ence a traditional Congregational
worship service, led by the Reverend
Mark Boyea, senior minister.

Church school and childcare will
be provided during the service for
children of all ages. Children in pre-
school through middle high school
are led to their classrooms following
the children’s sermon. Infant care is
provided in the crib room.

A coffee hour will be held in the
church’s Patton Auditorium immedi-
ately after the service.

The First Congregational Church
is a member of the United Church of
Christ. The church’s membership
comprises a broad mix of denomina-
tional backgrounds, including Roman
Catholic, Presbyterian, Baptist, Epis-

copal, Lutheran and Quaker.
Located at 125 Elmer Street in

Westfield, the church is accessible by a
wheelchair ramp. Infrared listening de-
vices are available for the hearing im-
paired. For further information, call the
church office at (908) 233-2494 or visit
the church website, fccofwestfield.org.

Foundation Posts Recipients
For Fourth Quarter Grants
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Foundation, a non-profit founda-
tion dedicated to promoting the bet-
terment of Westfield and its sur-
rounding communities, has an-
nounced its grant recipients for the
fourth quarter of 2008.

The foundation granted more than
$28,000 to eight local programs and
projects benefiting all segments of
Westfield and surrounding commu-
nities. These grants will be used for
such projects as restoring the
Westfield Town Clock, offering
courses for senior citizens, support-
ing a free orchestral performance
and providing scholarships for lo-
cal youths to attend summer camp
in Pennsylvania.

The Westfield Foundation favors
grants for programs or projects that
focus primarily on the community
of Westfield or groups serving the
Westfield community. The areas of
focus include education; the arts
and other cultural activities; civic,
health and human services; com-
munity development, and the con-
servation and preservation of his-
torical resources.

Recipients for the fourth quarter
include Youth and Family Counsel-
ing Service, the UCC Foundation,

NJ Intergenerational Orchestra, the
Westfield Community Players,
Liam’s Room, SAGE Eldercare,
Westfield Town Clock Restoration
and Camp Speers-Eljabar.

The Westfield Foundation started
with an initial donation of $2,000
over 33 years ago. The Foundation
fund is professionally invested and
the income generated is granted to
carefully screened applicants
throughout the year. Since its incep-
tion, the Foundation has distributed
more than $4 million. Donations to
the Foundation are tax-deductible.

For more information or if inter-
ested in making a contribution, con-
tact Executive Director Betsy Chance
at foundation@westfieldnj.com or
(908) 233-9787.

Center For Hope Offers
Lecture Series on Grief

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Center
For Hope Hospice and Palliative Care
will offer a four-week lecture series
entitled “Journey Through Grief.”

Sessions will take place on Mon-
days, March 2, 9, 16 and 23, from 7 to
9 p.m. The lecture series will be held
at the Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church, located at 1961 Raritan Road
in Scotch Plains.

This non-denominational program,
which will feature various speakers,
is designed to assist those who have
experienced the death of a loved one.

Pre-registration is not required and
there is no cost to participants. The
series is open to the public. Guests are
invited to bring family members and
friends. Refreshments and fellowship
will follow each week’s lecture.

For more information or directions,
call Acadia House, the Center For
Hope’s bereavement center, at (908)
654-3711.

College Club to Hear
Moonglowers Perform
SCOTCH PLAINS – The College

Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will
meet on Monday, February 23, at
7:30 p.m. in the auditorium of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School on
Westfield Road in Scotch Plains.

Following a brief business meet-
ing, the high school jazz band the
Moonglowers will perform. The pub-
lic is invited to attend this special
musical presentation.

The Moonglowers, currently under
the direction of Vincent Turturiello,
has been one of the top five jazz bands
in the state for the past 30 years. The
band has placed first at the Festivals of
Music 20 times. In 2007 and 2008, the
Moonglowers placed first at the New
Jersey Jazz Gala as well as at 14 other
state competitions.

For more information about the Col-
lege Club, contact the membership co-
chairman at (908) 889-4105 or e-mail
CollegeClubFSP@yahoo.com.

Y Book Group Reveals
Start of Spring Sessions

WESTFIELD – The spring ses-
sions of the Y Book Group will begin
on Tuesday, March 3, with meetings
in the Robert and Virginia Bauer Fam-
ily Branch, located at 422 East Broad
Street in Westfield directly opposite
the municipal building.

There will be 10 sessions, with a
leader, lasting from 9:15 to 11:15
a.m. This group, which began in the
early 1970s, reads a classic book in
the fall and a modern book in the
spring. F. Scott Fitzgerald’s “Tender
is the Night” is this spring’s selec-
tion. New members are welcome.
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NAMI Meeting to Spotlight
Rehabilitation and Recovery
AREA – NAMI (National Alli-

ance on Mental Illness) of Union
County will offer a free program on
Monday, February 23, at 7:30 p.m.
for those whose lives are affected
by the mental illness of a loved one.

It will take place at the Osceola
Presbyterian Church, located at
1689 Raritan Road in Clark.

In a talk entitled “Overview of
Rehabilitation and Recovery,” Jay
Yudof will focus on self-help roles
for individuals with mental illness
and tell how the mental health sys-
tem, family and other supporters can
assist in improving the outcome for
persons who are pursuing recovery.

A certified psychiatric rehabili-
tation practitioner, Mr. Yudof speaks
throughout the state on a range of
topics related to the delivery of re-
habilitative, client-oriented mental
health services. He is a member of
NAMI of Monmouth County and is
the Statewide Consumer Outreach
Liaison for NAMI of New Jersey.

A question-and-answer session
will be included. Additionally, a free
copy of “Resource Guide – Help in
Navigating the Mental Health Sys-
tem in Union County” and other
handouts will be available to attend-
ees. Refreshments will be served.

For more information or in the
event of inclement weather, call
(908) 233-1628. Information also
is available at nami-nj-uc.org or via
e-mail at nami.union.nj@nami.org.

LITTLE KIDS HAVE BIG HEARTS…Each year, for the last 25 years, students
at the Westfield Cooperative Nursery School at the First Congregational Church
of Westfield have shared their good, slightly used toys with the St. Joseph Social
Service Center, a part of the Elizabeth Coalition for the Homeless. Parents at the
center are able to select toys for their own children from among the donations.

Willow Grove to Hold
Mardi Gras Service

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church will cel-
ebrate the spiritual roots of Mardi
Gras on Sunday, February 22, during
its third annual Mardi Gras Jazz Wor-
ship Service and Brunch beginning at
10 a.m. at the church.

A variety of jazz gospel pieces and
spirituals will be performed, includ-
ing the choir in an arrangement of
“Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burn-
ing” and a finale of “When the Saints
Go Marching In.” This year’s music
will feature the Dixie Mix Jazz Band.

Concurrent childcare and children’s
classes will be provided, but young-
sters also are welcome to remain for
the worship service.

After worship, attendees are in-
vited to a free brunch that will in-
clude both the traditional egg and
sausage dish and the King’s Cake,
made in honor of the Magi.

Those interested in attending the
brunch are asked to make reserva-
tions by Saturday, February 21,
through the church office at (908)
232-5678 or by e-mail at
info@willowgrovechurch.org.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains. All its facili-
ties are handicap-accessible.

www.goleader.com

You’re invited to a special Open House 
for new visitors on Sunday, February 22, 10 am.

“Looking for a church where you will be accepted for who you are and where you 
are on your faith journey? First Congregational Church of Westfield may be just 
what you are looking for. But don’t take my word for it. Come see for yourself.”   
    — Rev. Dr. Mark Boyea

Find Acceptance, 
Encouragement
and Inspiration.

WCC Event to Honor
Obama Inauguration
WESTFIELD – The board of direc-

tors of the Westfield Community Cen-
ter (WCC) will present a post-inaugu-
ral celebration of Barack Obama as
the 44th President of the United States
of America on Friday, March 6, from
8 p.m. to midnight at the Knights of
Columbus Hall, located at 2400 North
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The evening will include live en-
tertainment featuring Valerie Adams
and the Dimension Band, dancing,
door prizes and refreshments
(B.Y.O.B.) Donations are $20 in ad-
vance and $25 at the door.

For tickets and information, call
(908) 232-4759 or visit the WCC,
located at 558 West Broad Street in
Westfield. A United Way agency, the
WCC is celebrating 75 years of ser-
vice to the Westfield community.Church Thrift Shop

Posts Bag Sale Days
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-

byterian Church Thrift Shop will hold
its Bag Sale on two Wednesdays,
February 25 and March 4, from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. The price per bag will
be $4 and everything will be included.
All are welcome.

The shop’s annual Spring Sale will
begin on Wednesday, March 11, fea-
turing all new merchandise, clothing
for all ages, kitchen supplies, jew-
elry, small furniture items and other
items for the home.

The shop is located on McDermott
Place in Fanwood; the church is on
the corner of Martine and LaGrande
Avenues. Ample parking is available.
All the shop workers are volunteers.
Shop proceeds go to local charities.

Networking Group
To Gather at JCC

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Central
New Jersey Networking Group will
meet on Tuesday, March 3, from 7:30
to 9:30 p.m. at the Jewish Commu-
nity Center (JCC) of Central New
Jersey, located at 1391 Martine Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.

This free event is open to everyone.
The goal of the group is to serve as a
community resource for the dissemi-
nation of networking and job search
best practices and to support those in
job transition.

Pre-registration is requested but not
required and may be done through
tinyurl.com/ccv5xo. When respond-
ing, individuals are asked to include
their contact information (name, ad-
dress, telephone number, e-mail ad-
dress and LinkedIn URL). For more
information, individuals may e-mail
centralnjnetworkinggroup@gmail.com.


