
Page 4  Thursday, February 19, 2009 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Fred K. Lecomte
MARKETING  DIRECTOR

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
OPERATIONS & LEGALS

The Westfield Leader

Legal Newspaper for the Borough of Fanwood
And the Township of Scotch Plains

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Karen M. Hinds
OFFICE MANAGER

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $28 • Two-year – $52 • Three-year – $76 • One-year college (September to May) – $20
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The Scotch Plains–Fanwood

TTTTTimes imes imes imes imes Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Michael Pollack
EDUCATION & ARTS

Legal Newspaper for the Town of Westfield,
Boroughs of Mountainside and Garwood

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New JerseyPeriodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

And the County of Union, NJ.

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm St.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Washington School Play Producers
Thank Community for its Support

Reader Critiques
‘Libs,’ Barney Frank
Editor’s note: After receiving mul-

tiple phone calls regarding President
Barack Obama’s column earlier this
month, we invited the caller to write a
letter to the editor. She did so below:

Uncle Sammy
Got the Whammy

We used to call the USA Uncle Sammy
Until the libs gave it the whammy
Barney Frank, the sub-prime kid,
Put our country on the skids.
Want a mortgage? Easily said.
Cheaper than a loaf of bread.
Nothing, no down payment.
Nothing – you heard me.
Ain’t that something?
Nada, zilch, [kaput], zing
Doesn’t that have a nice ring?
My tax money all gone, bing!
A tax refund, now that would be the thing.
Please, Mr. Obama, can’t you see?

Amelia Simms
Springfield

Westfield Historical Society Lauds
The 100 Years of Digital Archives

Mr. Factor Should Know ‘Glory Days’
Are Comprised of More Than Stats

Children don’t learn respect from ob-
serving what kind of shoes their coaches
wear.

As the mother of a young wrestler, I
would like to respond to Mr. Factor’s
letter of February 12, which took um-
brage at a Westfield coach who Mr. Fac-
tors saw wearing street shoes and eating a
hot dog in a corner of a mat during a recent
tournament for wrestlers ages 5 to 7,
which recently took place in Chatham. I
suggest if Mr. Factor were to ask the boys,
they would tell him they know their
coaches love them, love wrestling and are
completely dedicated to the program.

They know this because at matches,
the coaches tie their shoes, wipe their
tears and hug them when they lose. The
same husbands and fathers drive them to

practice, get on their hands and knees to
scrub and roll the mats, and arrange for
gently used head gear and shoes to find
their way to those who need it.

When the boys look back at the “glory
days,” I am confident they are not going
to reminisce over matches won, quickest
pins or state tournaments. What they are
going to remember are the men who took
the time to introduce them to a sport
which taught them teamwork, helped them
learn the confidence and taught them to
give back to their community.

These things are not recorded in the
record books or noted by sports colum-
nist, but they are far more valuable.

Kate Pindilli
Westfield

The producers of The 61st Annual
Washington Show would like to thank
our playbill advertisers, parents, teachers
and administrators. Thanks, also, to the
Roosevelt School’s staff and custodians,
who provided an excellent venue. Thank
you to the parents of our graduating fifth
graders: Cathy Hawkins, John Hawkins,
Kim Anderson, Glenn Anderson and
Cindy Smith,

The advertisers in the playbill: Oliveri
and Sons Flour, LEO’S Restaurant, Berk-
shire Furniture, American Tire and Auto,
Ascione and Wilson, Esqs., Buona Pizza,
D. Villane Construction, Hye-Young Choi
Coldwell Banker Realty, Ferraros Res-
taurant, Law Office of Matthew Albano,
Limani Seafood Grill, Downtown

Westfield Corporation, Elm Radio TV
and Appliance, Par Sheet Metal, NASCO
HVAC, Dr. Arfonis, Garwood Metal,
Bumble Beedz, Stars of Tomorrow Per-
forming Arts Camp, Burgdorff Realtors,
Albano Chiropractic, Girls Softball
League of Westfield, Adler’s Jewelers,
Miranda-Thompson ACE Personal
Trainerr, Jersey Mike’s Subs, Rick’s Pi-
ano Tuning, Kerry McDevitt, Weichert
Realtors, Satsang Yoga, Breza Bus Ser-
vice, Curves, Scott Gleasonof RE/MAX,
Komar Roofing, Juxtapose Gallery,
Marjorie Brown, Keller Williams Realty,
Robert Treat Deli, Travers Home Solu-
tions, Susan Cook Photography, Infa
Energy, Brad Schaeffer and Peluso Con-
struction.

Without the efforts of all involved, the
show would never have been one of the
school’s most successful fundraisers ever
realized.

The strong sense of community at
Washington Elementary is a true micro-
cosm of the larger unity in the Westfield
town. That support extends to our print
media, which has supported the show by
running informative stories to spread the
word about our school’s fundraiser.

Thanks, also, to our local businesses,
who were very willing to prominently
display Washington School Show post-
ers in their windows.

Our children benefit directly. Proceeds
from the show will help purchase such
things as: Math Night supplies, Guided
Reading Books, Smart Boards, funding
for various cultural assemblies, classroom
supplies, school décor and things for our
annual Family Picnic.

We’re hoping that everyone will join
us next year, at the 62nd Annual Wash-
ington School Show, which will take place
the last weekend in January 2010.

The Producers, 61st Annual
Washington School Show

The Board of Trustees of the Westfield
Historical Society has voted unanimously
to join me in publicly thanking Horace
Corbin of The Westfield Leader and  Philip
Israel of the Westfield Library for arrang-
ing to place One Hundred Years of the
Westfield Leader on-line in digital for-
mat. This exemplary collaboration be-
tween private and public entities is of
potential benefit to every student in
Westfield as well as to history buffs and
genealogists, both amateur and profes-
sional, and those who are just curious
about this wonderful town of ours, its
businesses, churches, schools, clubs, and
so forth.

Anyone who has ever searched through

an un-indexed reel of microfilm can ap-
preciate the amount of time this search-
able archive can save. In my role as cura-
tor of the Historical Society, I have per-
sonally used this important tool to find
new information about three on-going
projects, and to answer queries from both
Ohio and Tennessee.

Bob Miller of the Historical Society
and the Genealogical Society has used it
to help an individual in Florida connect
with family estranged for more than 100
years. And this has been just the first three
weeks. Thank you.

Stanley Lipson, Curator
Westfield Historical Society

Resident James Block Says Taxpayers
Should Not ‘Tolerate’ Town’s ‘Secrecy’

Reader Says Redistricting Will
Negatively Impact Property Values

Westfield Reader Says ‘Redistricting is
Wrong’ and is ‘Destroying the Town’
It is with deep regret and sadness that I

write this letter. I uprooted my entire life
to move to Westfield for the amazing
school system. As a native New Yorker,
who doesn’t drive, I was a bit frightened
to move to suburbia, but I soon realized I
made the perfect decision. We feel blessed
to live in the Washington School district.
My daughter loves her school, her teach-
ers and her friends. We have developed
friendships with families that will last a
lifetime. Life seemed “perfect” until I
read the e-mail in my inbox regarding the
redistricting. Quite honestly, it has been
the most disturbing few weeks of my life.

I appreciate all the hard work the board
of education has done in the past. Westfield
offers a superior education for their stu-
dents, but this redistricting is wrong. It is
destroying the town. Please reconsider
because this will only have dire conse-
quences, and I truly believe that it wasn’t
the board of education’s intention.

Westfield doesn’t exist in a bubble,
and the feedback from beyond our bor-
ders is anything but good.

Thank you for listening to my plea.

Ginger Clarke-Walden
Westfield

Do you live in the Washington School
District? If so, you need to know that the
Westfield Board of Education will vote
on February 24 to redistrict your neigh-
borhood. In addition to the negative im-
pact on the children, their decision to
redistrict will negatively impact the value
of your home. Even if your home is not
currently in the affected zone, your home
will be part of a fragmented, redistricted
neighborhood.

The board’s decision will divide the
Washington School neighborhood in two.
A targeted group (21 children next year)
will be split from their friends and bussed
to Edison Intermediate School, while their
neighbors walk to Roosevelt.

The Washington School District will

be the only elementary school in Westfield
that splits the children, as they move on to
intermediate school. To those who live
within the affected zone, how will being
bused (up to 80 minutes each day, accord-
ing to Dr. Dolan) impact your home value?
Ask a realtor if either of these scenarios is
a selling point.

If you are concerned about the welfare
of the children or concerned about the
impact on your property value, I urge you
to contact the board of education
(wboe@westfieldnjk12.org) and attend
the meeting on February 24, at 8 p.m., at
the Edison Intermediate School.

Tom and Francine Hyland
Westfield

Is Fishman Nomination
Unusual or Problematic?

Chris Christie, before becoming a candidate for
Governor of New Jersey to oppose Jon Corzine,
garnered fame as U.S. Attorney for New Jersey
where he has 135-0 conviction record for putting
corrupt New Jersey officials in jail. During Mr.
Christie’s video interview with this newspaper last
year, he said there were several others in the pipeline,
a process that takes a couple of years to fill and work
its way out the other end.

Now that Barack Obama is President, there is a

new U.S. Attorney being appointed. New Jersey’s
U.S. Senators, Frank Lautenberg and Robert
Menendez, propose Paul Fishman’s appointment,
which requires approval by the Senate. Mr. Fishman’s
recent claim to fame is for having defended Carla
Katz in her troubles involving the state unions and
interactions with Governor Jon Corzine. Some say
Mr. Fishman was savvy enough to get the matters
buried.

So why is a defense attorney being proposed for the
position of federal prosecutor, particularly one with
ties to Ms. Katz’s and Mr. Corzine’s affairs? Without
the feds looking into state corruption, who will? The
position of state attorney general (AG) has long since
been neutered and disgraced in the past by the likes of
past AG’s Zulima Farber and Paul Harvey.

According to The Star-Ledger on Saturday, former
U.S. attorney for New Jersey from 1971-1974, Herbert
Stern, said it is neither unusual nor problematic for
pending U.S. attorney appointees to represent clients
under federal investigation.

Well, we believe these are unusual times, and the
situation is problematic. Seems like the New Jersey
corruption pipeline investigation is being plugged.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Hoast – To cough
2. Powter – A comon domestic pigeon,

with an inflated breast
3. Holour – A fornicator or

whoremonger
4. Prandial – Belonging to a meal,

especially dinner

ISOCHROOUS
1. Repetitious
2. Being of equal color throughout
3. In accord; agreement
4. Interlaced or linked

TRANSCOLATE
1. To stack or mound
2. To convert or change the character
3. To strain or filter
4. To overturn or transpose

THAUMATURGE
1. A magician
2. A busybody
3. A fight or contest for mastery
4. Range of vision or sight

SCINTILLANT
1. Gritty; sandy
2. A hissing or whistling sound
3. Sparkling; glittering
4. Pertaining to twilight; glimmering

From The

Archives
March 10, 1983

Costs vs. Enrollment
Focus of Presentation
WESTFIELD — Ever wonder why

school costs are going up as student
enrollment goes down? If so, School
Superintendent Laurence F. Greene has
the answers in a short flip-chart presen-
tation that he will discuss with interested
Westfield citizens and organizations.

In the presentation, Dr. Greene com-
pares some costs to educate an expected
5,215 students in 1983-1984 with costs
to educate 8,794 students in 1969, the
year of the highest school enrollment in
Westfield. Any interested citizens or
groups who would like to hear the pre-
sentation can arrange for it by telephon-
ing Dr. Greene’s office, 654-6400.

What Do You Think Is the Most
Interesting Event in 100 Years?

The theme for This Is Westfield 2009 will be
“Snapshots” — The Public Takes a Look at 100 Years
of Local History Online. This year will be the 37th
annual edition of the This Is Westfield publication,
and the public is invited to become part of it by
providing their proposal for the most interesting
things that happened in the area over the last 100
years.

The source for the public’s recommendations is to
be the 100 years of The Westfield Leader archives
dating back to 1907 and recently put online. Scotch
Plains and Fanwood residents are also invited to
submit their recommendations from the online ar-
chives of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times posted
last year and dating back to 1963. Both of these
archives are searchable to assist the undertaking and
help make it fun.

The newspaper archives are available at
goleader.com/archives in cooperation with the
Westfield Memorial Library (wmlnj.org) and the
joint production of the Fanwood and Scotch Plains
libraries (thejointlibrary.org).

These archives are vast and rich. Many minds and
many years will be required to touch the several
hundreds of thousand of pages, and they are still

growing. We have not tallied the exact count of all the
pages yet. We ask the public to explore their favorite
decade or year, find an article that grabs their interest,
then e-mail the date of the edition, page number and
title of the article to editor@goleader.com. We’ll
choose from the recommendations along with our
own, then thread the decades through This Is Westfield
2009 with the snapshots to accompany the commu-
nity, government and business features in the publi-
cation. We’ll publish the names of all that contribute
to this effort in This Is Westfield.

We’re sure it will be unique, fun and interesting for
those that participate – time well spent. Please join us
in this history adventure trip by submitting your
archival recommendations by March 15. This Is
Westfield will be published in May to an extra-wide
distribution — and it will be online as well.

As a reminder to the more than 225 organizations that
have their contact information posted at goleader.com/
organizations, please check the accuracy of your entry
and be sure that it is up to date. For other organizations,
clubs and sports leagues that have not posted there,
please do so by March 15. This organizations synopsis
will be published in This Is Westfield as a guide to the
community. Do not be left out.

Thank you for Your
Support and Care

During my father’s illness, we received
support from many individuals, hospi-
tals, nurses, doctors, therapists, County
Senior Services, Transportation person-
nel, legal, VA, friends, U.S. Army and on
and on. You all made a difficult situation
as manageable as possible.

In particular, I want to take this oppor-
tunity to thank those at Robert Wood
Hospital in Rahway for the care that they
provided my father for his numerous vis-
its during his illness. In addition, I also
want to thank those at Union County’s
Runnell’s Specialized Hospital in Berke-
ley Heights, especially those on the sec-
ond floor who provided the care, comfort
and aid to my family and my father until
his death on February 8, 2009. The morn-
ing of his death, we were visited by each
and every one on duty, who expressed
their sympathy.

You will not be forgotten. Thank you.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

February 17, 1944

Town Goes Over
War Bond Quota

Subscribes $7,969,063.75 - Hits New
High With 8,053 Bonds Sold.

In a last day spurt of buying, Westfield
exceeded its fourth War Loan quota of
$1,800,000 by $169,063. The drive has
been extended until February 26 by the
Treasury Department for Series, E, F
and G bonds only.

Westfield was slightly under par for
its quota of E bonds, purchasing 470,395
worth, which was about 76 percent of the
amount assigned for this class. The town
hit a new high in number of bonds sold,
the figure being 8,053. The previous
high for any drive was 5,900. Frank
Betz, local chairman, had set a goal of
6,000 pieces and expressed himself as
extremely well pleased with the result.
As a matter of fact, the total self-im-
posed quota was exceeded by E bonds
alone with a total of 7,768.

Mr. Betz asked that persons who had
ordered bonds, arrange to pick them up
at the issuing agency. He explained that
there are no funds available for sending
them by registered mail and there would
be the possibility of a loss if they were
sent regular mail.

Commenting on the drive, Mr. Betz
said, “Westfield people have done a mag-
nificent job. The quota was high, and
frankly we thought it would be very
difficult to reach. We are particularly
grateful to the many women who served
so well in canvassing. They deserve a lot
of credit for their fine work.”

The women’s group was headed by
Mrs. C. M. Hebliert assisted by Mrs. L.
F. Tellin. Mrs. G. D. Crosby was in
charge of the south side. District leaders
included Mesdames Fred Mulpermaler,
George Ringen, G. C. Mathis, G. H.
VanSteenbergh, J. C. Wilson, Clarence
Hofstetter, Fred Dewysocki, E. P. Lewis,
J. Wallace Higgins Jr., Irma Conine, D.
H. Bremmer, John O. Collins and
Godfrey Nelson.

Union County was reported over the
top in its $28,500,000 quota, by more
than $3,000,000. The percentage of E
bonds sales was reported however to be
only 60 percent of the amount desired.
The percentage was in accord with re-
ports from other parts of the state.

TODAY’S MATH,
WHY WE’RE BROKE

Governor Jon Corzine last week endorsed south Jersey
Democratic Assemblyman Doug Fisher as NJ Agricultural
Commissioner at a salary of $141,000, rising from $49,000
as assemblyman. This also presents Mr. Fisher, the Deputy
Majority Whip, a major bump in retirement pay as the
system bases retirement pay on only the last three years, or
the highest three years – whichever is higher. Along with
this, the assemblyman will receive free health care for life.

Calls to Assemblyman Fisher’s office in attempt to
learn how much pension increase this represents did not
result in the information being made available.

Kudos for your editorial [The
Westfield Leader, February 12] encour-
aging transparency in Westfield’s gov-
ernment. I wholeheartedly agree that
taxpayers should be made aware of the
details of any settlements made on our
behalf. We deserve to know how much
the town paid out in settlement money,
how much was covered by insurance
and how our insurance premiums were
impacted. Legal costs should also be
fully disclosed.

Mr Gildea’s failure to provide details
only leads to the conclusion that the
town fathers are not proud of the settle-
ment that was made. The fact that we
now have two lawsuits settled with the
same plaintiff in total secrecy shows a
paternalistic attitude that should not be

tolerated by the taxpayers.
The Mayor, Council and Mr. Gildea

need to remember that any monies spent
on these cases belong to the residents of
Westfield, for whom they work. It is
possible that the settlements were just,
and the money was well spent. It could
well be that our public officials are
serving us well. As your editorial so
wisely pointed out — “let the merits of
these cases stand in public view”.

The Leader has long worked to get
the facts to the citizens of this town; it is
time our elected and appointed officials
did the same. The residents of Westfield
deserve no less!

James Block
Westfield


