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DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Roselle Chief: Robberies Down
In December, Burglaries Up

By JOSEPH G. AUBOURG
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ROSELLE – Roselle Police Chief Gerard
Orlando said at the last borough workshop
meeting that given the state of the economy,
he was “happy to announce” that there were
no reported cases of robbery in the Borough
of Roselle during December. However,
during the same time period, there was an
increase of burglaries. Arrests have been
made in those cases.

 By definition, robbery is the act of
taking something of value from another
person by use of force, threats or intimida-
tion. Burglary is the unlawful entry of a
“structure” to commit a felony or a theft.

“Based on it being a holiday season
and a poor economy, this is a good thing,”
the chief told The Times. “It’s a known
fact that robberies increase during these
times. It’s a credit to our officers out
there patrolling the streets 24-7.”

In addition, Chief Orlando said 50 arrests
were made and 430 summonses were is-
sued in January.

At the start of the meeting, resident An-
thony Esposito said he wanted the town to
reimburse him for money that was spent to

support the Roselle Soccer Association.
The board said it would look into his request
and consider reimbursing him.

Health Department Officer Charles
Glagola announced that the health clinic in
the borough hall is open every first and third
week of the month from 9 a.m. to noon. This
clinic is available for parents and children
who cannot afford to go to the doctor. The
clinic seeks to get every child in Roselle
immunized for childhood diseases. Mr.
Glagola also mentioned that the garage on
520 1st Avenue would be demolished due
to serious accumulation of health violations
over an extended period of time.

Louis Williams, supervising equipment
operator, presented an update on the De-
partment of Public Works (DPW). He said
that the department has been using equip-
ment for 19 years that is no longer in
working condition. He said the town should
purchase its own sewer camera. He said,
“for far too long, it has depended on neigh-
boring towns like Linden and Roselle Park
for the use their sewer camera.”

Editor’s Note: From time to time, the
newspaper will be reporting on towns in the
county not part of its normal coverage area
to provide readers with a broader picture.

Driver Killed by Fallen
Tree Limb on Route 22
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — A 61-year-old
Union woman was killed last Thursday
morning when a tree limb went through
her front windshield while the woman
was traveling on Route 22, West, near
Robinhood Road at 6 a.m. The limb
snapped due to heavy winds.

According to police, the victim was
killed instantly when the large limb
crashed through the windshield, pushing
the dashboard towards the driver, Maureen
Carse, who was impaled by the limb.

Sergeant Andrew Sullivan reported that
when he arrived on the scene, the victim
was deceased in the driver’s seat, which
had been pushed toward the rear of the
four-door Toyota from the force of the
impact.

A fatal-accident team determined that
it would be better to leave the car intact
and remove the victim off-site, police
said. According to authorities, the ve-

hicle was transported to the Union County
Police Traffic Facility in Kenilworth,
where the victim was extricated from the
vehicle by the Mountainside Fire De-
partment. The Mountainside Rescue
Squad and paramedics also responded to
the scene.

According to a Star-Ledger report, the
woman was traveling at under 50 mph
when the accident occurred. Wind gusts
of up to 60 mph were reported in the state.
Police reported that debris from the tree
limb were “scattered about the roadway,”
which was closed until the car could be
removed.

Mountainside Police Captain Richard
Osieja said the highway was backed up
“well into Springfield.”

“It was closed for several hours,” he
said.

He said state Department of Transpor-
tation workers were on the scene to cut
the remainder of the tree and remove it
from the highway as well inspect the area
for other loose limbs.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WEATHER BEATEN...Winter snow, ice and salt took a toll on the painted numbers
for parking spots at the Westfield northside train station parking lot, making it
difficult for parkers to enter the information in the pay stations. Town workers are
shown repainting some of the more highly obscured numbers last Friday.
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JOINING FORCES?...County Republicans gather in Roselle Park for their
annual Lincoln Day celebration. In attendance were GOP candidate for Governor
Chris Christie, center, Elizabeth Democrat Don Goncalves, left, and Bill Palatucci,
right, of Westfield.

Westfield
Monday, February 9, Keith Anderson,

41, of Jersey City was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield criminal warrant in the amount
of $500. He was released on his own
recognizance.

Monday, February 9, Justin A. Hendrix,
19, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
High School and charged with criminal
trespass and possession of a weapon in an
educational institution. Police said
Hendrix is not a student at the school.

Hendrix was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and later released in accordance
with special conditions as set forth by the
municipal court judge.

Saturday, February 14, Inosencio
Martinez, 45, of Plainfield was arrested in
the area of West South Avenue and Hort
Street on an outstanding Plainfield traffic
warrant in the amount of $500.

The arrest occurred after Martinez was
stopped for operating a motor vehicle while
using his cell phone. A further investiga-
tion revealed the active warrant. Martinez
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters and processed. He was released
after he posted bail and was issued a traffic
summons for the cell phone violation.

Saturday, February 14, Michael Curtis,
38, of Linden was arrested on two Rahway
traffic warrants with total bail of $1,600
after a motor vehicle stop on the 200
block of Central Avenue. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
where he was processed and released
after posting bail.

Sunday, February 15, Colleen J.
Connelly, 26, of Summit was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on two
Westfield traffic warrants with total bail
of $122. She was processed and released
after posting bail.

Monday, February 16, Eric J. Desa, 19,
of North Plainfield was arrested at West
South Avenue and Downer Street and
charged with possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (suspected mari-
juana) under 50 grams and possession of
drug paraphernalia. The arrest was the
result of an investigation following a motor
vehicle stop.

Desa was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, where he was processed
and subsequently released on his own
recognizance after being served with two
summonses.

Mountainside
Tuesday, February 10, Kim L. George,

42, of Newark was arrested by the Union
Police Department on an outstanding war-
rant out of Mountainside. She was trans-
ported to Mountainside police headquar-
ters where she was processed and released.

Tuesday, February 10, Kimberly D.
Slaton, 41, of Piscataway was arrested by
the New Jersey State Police after a motor
vehicle stop on an outstanding warrant.
She was transported to Mountainside
police headquarters where she was pro-
cessed and released.

Tuesday, February 10, officers responded
to a report of a disagreement involving
work performed on a commercial vehicle
by the employees of a repair shop. Accord-
ing to police, the vehicle’s owner was said
to have made threats to an employee over a
work order and the employee returned the
threats. The individuals were advised of the
citizen complaint process.

Tuesday, February 10, a resident of
Sheffield Street called police headquar-
ters to report that a friend of his who was
distressed over his financial situation and
the threat of foreclosure on his home
stated to the caller that he was waiting by
his front door with a shotgun in the event
that a sheriff arrived to foreclose on the
house. Authorities called police in Old
Bridge, where the distressed individual
lives, to report the incident.

Wednesday, February 11, a resident of
Longview Drive reported that he listed a
room for rent on Craig’s List and received
a response from a student in Nigeria who
indicated that he sent the victim a check
for more than the room rental. According
to authorities, the victim was instructed to
send the additional amount to a travel
agent for a plane ticket for the suspect.
When the victim attempted to cash the
check it was determined to be fraudulent,

police said. No funds were sent to the
suspect.

Thursday, February 12, a resident of
Bayberry Lane reported that a large tree
fell onto the rear of the house during high
winds. The extent of damage to the house
was not yet known and PSE&G was no-
tified of the involved downed wire still
attached to the house.

Thursday, February 12, a resident of
Larkspur Drive reported that a large tree
fell on his vehicle during high winds
rendering the vehicle totaled.

Saturday, February 14, Kamil
Woroniecki, 22, of Linden was arrested
and charged with driving with a sus-
pended license after a motor vehicle stop.

Sunday, February 15, a resident of
Ridge Drive reported that an individual
knocked on his door stating he had a
repossession notice for the homeowner’s
car. According to police, the homeowner
produced paper work proving the car was
paid off and asked the individual to leave
his property.

 When the individual did not leave, the
homeowner let his dog out at which time
the individual went to his truck and pro-
duced a metal bar, authorities said. When
the homeowner tried to protect his dog
from being struck by the bar the
individual’s truck was struck several times
during the altercation, police said. Due to
conflicting stories, police said no charges
were filed.

Scotch Plains
Friday, February 13, Bianca Butts, 19,

of Union was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. She
was processed and released.

Friday, February 13, a resident of Maple
Hill Road reported that she received a
check in the mail with instructions to
deposit it and send part of the money to an
enclosed address. According to police,
the check was determined to be fraudu-
lent.

Friday, February 13, Venessa Unegbu,
20, of Roselle was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. She was processed and released.

Saturday, February 14, Michael
Emmanuel, 55, of Plainfield was arrested
for an outstanding warrant. He was pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, February 14, John Lukach,
24, of Green Brook was arrested for an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was processed and released.

Saturday, February 14, a resident of
Jacobs Lane reported that someone at-
tempted to use his credit card to make
several hundred dollars worth of pur-
chases.

Fanwood
Wednesday, February 11, a resident in

the 100 block of Belvedier Avenue re-
ported that someone entered a shed in his
yard. It is unknown at this time if anything
was removed, police said.

Thursday, February 12, the entire roof
blew off a business in the 100 block of
South Avenue landing on the ground. No
injuries were reported.

Thursday, February 12, William W.
Adams, 61, of South Ozone Park, N.Y.
was arrested on an outstanding warrant out
of Jersey City after a motor vehicle stop in
the 300 block of North Avenue. He was
processed and released. Derrick S. Adams,
38, of Queens, N.Y., a passenger in the
vehicle, was arrested on outstanding war-
rants out of Hoboken, Jersey City and
Watchung. He was processed and released.

Saturday, February 14, Margee D.
Guillen-Rodriguez, 22, of Roselle Park
was arrested on an outstanding Roselle
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue. She was processed and released.

Saturday, February 14, Michael J.
Schenck-Jones, 25, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out of
Fanwood after a motor vehicle stop on
North Avenue. He was processed and
released.

Saturday, February 14, Evelyn B.
Schenck, 66, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding warrant out of Plainfield
at headquarters where she came to bail
out her son on charges listed above.

Saturday, February 14, Wayne F. White,
40, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of Union. He was also
charged with providing authorities with false
information and resisting arrest, police said.
He was transported to the Union County jail
where he was held on $5,000 bail.

Sunday, February 15, James J. Kerns,
18, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with aggravated assault, eluding police,
assault with auto, resisting arrest and pos-
session of stolen property after running
from police who were attempting to con-
duct a motor vehicle stop in the 200 block
of LaGrande Avenue.

According to police, he allegedly stole a
2004 Chevrolet Tahoe in Plainfield and
drove it into Fanwood, where police at-
tempted to pull him over. Kerns drove back
into Plainfield, where the Plainfield Police
Department continued the chase, which
eventually ended back in Fanwood result-
ing in several motor vehicle accidents be-
fore he struck a utility pole, police said.

The suspect exited the vehicle after
striking the pole and a foot chase ensued,
police said. The suspect was eventually
apprehended in a backyard by Fanwood
police, authorities reported. One victim
involved in the motor vehicle accident
caused by the suspect was sent to the
trauma center at University Hospital in
Newark with non-life threatening inju-
ries. The suspect was transported to the
Union County jail where he is being held
on $164,000 bail.

WF Has Not Revealed
Settlement Agreement

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Town of Westfield
has not yet responded to The Westfield
Leader’s Open Public Records Act (OPRA)
request as to the Sandra Chambers settle-
ment agreement and Ms. Chambers’ job
status.

Town Clerk Claire Gray said the town
must respond after seven business days.
However, according to Ms. Gray, the OPRA
rules consider the first business day to be
two days after a request is filed.

In this case, the request was filed last
Tuesday, February 10, making the first day
Thursday, February 12. However, neither
Thursday, February 12, nor Monday, Feb-
ruary 16, count because town offices were
closed for holidays.

Ms. Gray has said because of the magni-
tude of litigation at the moment, the attor-
ney is busy with other deadlines. She said
she would push for the town to respond by
this Friday, February 20. However, she said
the town is within its rights to not fulfill the
request until next Tuesday, February 24.

The town and Ms. Chambers reached a
settlement agreement on Friday, February
6, following a sexual-harassment lawsuit
filed against the town, the Westfield Police
Department (WPD) and former police chief
Bernard Tracy in late 2006.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea said last
week that the town would “respond appro-
priately” to the OPRA request. He offered
no comment except to say, “The settlement
is in the process of being consummated.”

the issue. The call is then transferred to
Central Communications (Centcom) at
Overlook Hospital in Summit where medi-
cal dispatchers provide instructions. The
police department remains on the line
until the connection is made.

“They [Centcom] have medical people
that are trained to give medical instruction,”
Chief Domanoski said.

Chief Domanoski said Fanwood uti-
lizes Centcom because the training for
medical dispatch is both expensive and
intensive. He also said because there is
generally only one dispatcher on duty,
providing medical instructions would in-
hibit their ability to respond to other calls.

“The only reason we don’t do the medi-
cal instructions is because our desk op-
erations is a one-man operation,” Chief
Domanoski said. “And if that officer on
the desk had to give that information, you
can’t break away from that call.”

Chief Domanoski said the borough’s
rescue squad is dispatched to the scene as
well. Should the squad be unavailable,
the borough reaches out for mutual aid
from neighboring municipalities. As a
last resort, Centcom is contacted to dis-
patch a paid ambulance service.

In Westfield, when a resident calls 911,
regardless of the reason, police depart-
ment dispatchers field the call. As first
responders, police officers are immedi-
ately dispatched to emergency medical
calls. The next option is to contact the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad. Po-
lice Chief John Parizeau said that if the
rescue squad is unavailable for any rea-
son, then the Westfield Fire Department
is the secondary option.

“I would bet that 90 percent of the time,
that almost all the calls are police and then
rescue squad,” Chief Parizeau said. The
remaining 10 percent the fire department
would pick up, he said.

Fire Chief Dan Kelly said the Westfield
Fire Department began assisting the res-
cue squad on emergency calls in 2001.
The way in which the department re-
sponds varies from call to call. If the
rescue squad is on another call or return-
ing from a call, the fire department may
respond in their vehicles or meet the squad
at the scene. In some cases, the depart-
ment may also send a member to the
scene, while another member retrieves an
ambulance.

Since forming a partnership with the
rescue squad, the fire department has
seen its supplemental role expand in re-
cent years. Although the number of calls
over the past seven years was typically in
the low to mid 100s, the department re-
sponded to 230 and 254 calls in 2005 and
2008, respectively.

Chief Kelly said the department’s role
can “reduce our manpower for first-alarm
response” to fire calls and occasionally
requires the department to call in off-duty
personnel for overtime.

“There is definitely an increase since
2001 as far as our support role to the
Westfield Rescue Squad,” Chief Kelly
said.

Chief Kelly said the department does
not collect extensive data about these
calls, but said many factors could affect
the number of calls to which it responds.
These factors include multiple calls oc-
curring at the same time, extreme weather
conditions that result in more calls for
medical assistance and the level of man-
power at the rescue squad.

Kelly Wanca, a lieutenant with the
rescue squad, said there has been an in-
crease in the number of emergency medi-
cal calls to the squad, as well.

“We always have a first call duty crew
in the building, but sometimes we have
second calls, third calls,” Lieutenant
Wanca said. “This year we’ve even had

fourth calls. It’s just what comes in at one
time.”

The squad currently has 51 regular
members and an additional 25 in training.
Lieutenant Wanca also said the squad has
seen increased membership due to the
economy and attrition at other volunteer
squads, noting that there were 10 new
members who joined last month. Eight of
these members have volunteered for day-
time shifts. According to Lieutenant
Wanca, the 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 1 to 6 p.m.
shifts are the hardest to staff.

“I find that now our membership is
going up due to the rate of decline in other
departments because some other towns
are getting rid of their volunteers alto-
gether,” Lieutenant Wanca said.

Cranford, which also has a paid fire
department, created a paid Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) service in 2002
to aid residents during daytime hours.
Cranford Police Chief Eric Mason said
the township employs two full-time  work-
ers and between 15 and 16 per-diem Emer-
gency Medical Technicians (EMT) to man
the ambulances on weekdays between
5:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. The volunteer
Cranford rescue squad is on call on week-
ends and during nighttime hours.

“The lack of availability of volunteers
to man the volunteer first aid squad kind
of necessitated that the township look at
alternative services for the EMS,” Chief
Mason said. “That’s how we came to the
model that we currently use, which con-
sists of paid EMS Monday through Fri-
day from 5:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.”

The township recently raised the fee
for EMS service from $400 to $550. Chief
Mason said this increase was done be-
cause the fee had not been revisited since
the service was established in 2002.

“They kind of established what the
customary rate will be,” Chief Mason
said, “but even with the increase it’s be-
low what the Medicaid reimbursement
will be.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Medical Service Calls

said the decision on whether to close Oak
Ridge is “part of a whole budget process,”
which will begin shortly when the freehold-
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Union County Freeholders
ers fiscal affairs committee begins its hear-
ings with department heads on the proposed
$449.3-million county budget.

Freeholder Vice-Chairman Dan
Sullivan said the county faced upwards of
a $30-million budget hole this year prior
to Mr. Devanney’s recommendations.

Mr. Sullivan said currently tax hikes to
property owners would increase between
$12 and $13 million countywide this year.
He said not making the cuts would result
in a $30-million tax hike.

“That’s one solution, but it’s not a
solution that is feasible,” Mr. Sullivan
said.

In discussing the closing of Oak Ridge,
Clark Mayor Sal Bonaccorso, a commis-
sioner on the Hyatt Hills golf course board,
offered to allow seniors citizens playing
at Oak Ridge the opportunity to play at
Hyatt, also in Clark.

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella said
the suggestion is an opportunity to find
some “middle ground” in finding a solu-
tion for Oak Ridge golfers.

Ms. Ruby said she would like Hyatt
Hills to have the opportunity to run Oak
Ridge.

Mr. Mirabella said Galloping Hill’s
driving range would be completed by the
fall.

Another golfer said he did not want
“expansive, fancy clubhouses” and “su-
per expensive fencing,” or a management
company running the golf courses.

Jim Annese of Fanwood described the
closing of Oak Ridge to solve the county’s
revenue shortfall as “trying to fix a
sprained ankle by amputating the knee.”

“We have three gems out there that we
should try to maintain,” Mr. Annese said.

and e-mail. The system has already been
used to put county emergency personnel
on alert during the landing of US Airways
Flight 1549 in the Hudson River last month.

So far, 12 of the county’s 21 munici-
palities have opted into the system, in-
cluding Garwood and Fanwood. Free-
holder Angel Estrada said he intends to
appeal personally to each municipality in
an effort to get them to opt into UC First
Alert. Following the press event, there
was a training seminar for representatives
from all of the municipalities who have
joined the program.

Mr. Estrada said the system would
require $39,000 per year in maintenance
fees.

GEA negotiated in good faith, board mem-
ber John Sullivan, chairman of the negotia-
tions committee, said he was disappointed
in the NJEA and that his expectations for the
Garwood school system will be higher based
upon the contract settlement.

“This is a bigger problem than Garwood,”
Mr. Sullivan said. “This is a state problem.
Our hands are tied; we are up against a
giant.”

The prior contract expired in June 2008.
Negotiations between the board and the
GEA began last January. The parties had
applied for mediation in July 2008.

In other business, Board President Adele
Lewis said members of the BOE would
meet with the borough council to discuss
the new terms of the lease with the Garwood
Public Library.

“Representatives of the governing body
and the board of education are meeting to sit
down and discuss what we hope will be the
final details of the library lease,” Ms. Lewis
said.

The library currently rents space from the
board of education at a rate of $1 per year.
At issue is a request by the board that the
library cover a portion of the maintenance
and utility fees incurred by its use of the
building, which serves both the borough
and the school system.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy recently ap-
pointed a special committee of council
members to intervene in the negotiations.
Ms. Lewis said she anticipates the meeting
will take place next Monday.

Board member Sandro Villaraut, who is
the representative to the borough council,
said as per a suggestion by Councilwoman
Kathleen Villaggio, the board of education
will look into holding a joint public budget
meeting with the governing body in the
council chambers.

“This really enables all of us to sit at a
table and have a discussion in an open
forum,” Ms. Lewis said. “The better rela-
tionship we have, the better lines of commu-
nication; everyone is a winner.”
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