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WELCOME BACK…Fanwood Councilwoman Joan Wheeler, right, speaks during the February 10 borough council
meeting. It was her first regular meeting appearance since she fell and was seriously hurt while door-to-door campaigning
for re-election last fall. Mrs. Wheeler, who continues to recover from her leg injury, said, “This is truly the best borough in
the whole country; I know that. Thank you, everyone in Fanwood, for all the good wishes, cards, flowers…and food.” Seated
at left is Borough Administrator Eleanor McGovern.

Courtesy of Dan Turitz
CRUSHING WIND...Last Thursday’s wind storm caused havoc, with trees falling
throughout the area. About 10:30 a.m. last Thursday, this healthy tree was twisted
and snapped by the gale force wind. It fell onto the roof of the home at 601 Lenox
Avenue in Westfield causing severe damage. No one was hurt. Police and Fire
personnel roped off the area and Iller Tree Service cut it loose from the residence.

Union Members Ask County
To Rescind Layoffs of Workers
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — Members of two
Union County unions told the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
at last Wednesday’s board meeting not
to layoff county workers as proposed
by the county manager. County layoffs
include 32 full-time and 55 seasonal
workers, some at Oak Ridge golf course,
which the county plans to close, and
another 63 vacant positions will be
eliminated.

Officials said the county initially was
looking at laying off 200 of the county’s
2,800 employees, but that retirements
and not filling vacant positions helped
reduce that number of potential layoffs.

Ed Lozinski, president of Council 8,
the county’s largest employee union

with 875 members, asked the county to
rescind the layoffs. Council 8 includes
everyone from engineers to security
personnel at the juvenile detention cen-
ter to practical nurses at Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital.

“I don’t think it is right,” he said. He
asked the county to consider furloughs
and reduced work hours to reduce costs
instead of cutting jobs. “The bottom
line is the county should start cutting
the fat and leave the meat because (that
is) the workers.”

Union County George Devanney said
these proposals would not generate the
$5 million the county needs to find in
payroll reductions.

Mr. Lozinski said of the full-time
layoffs, employees of Council 8 would
include eight in engineering, two in

human services and three in communi-
cations.

Mr. Devanney said if the county were
unable to defer payments on pensions,
as proposed by Governor Jon Corzine,
the county would face an additional $4
million in spending cuts that would
have to be made through more layoffs
and cuts in services.

Ed Zarnock, president of the Union
County Labor Council of the AFL-
CIO, called the layoffs a “human is-
sue.” He said thousands of workers are
represented by the Labor Council in-
cluding Council 8 and the Communi-
cation Workers of America (CWA).

“We are talking about jobs here,” Mr.
Zarnock told the freeholders. He urged
the county to form a job bank and
retrain workers it lays off so that “you’re
not putting them out in the cold.”

“I believe a budget is a worst case
scenario [when it comes to layoffs],”
Mr. Zarnock later told The Westfield
Leader.

Mr. Devanney said he tried to de-
velop a county budget that “spreads out
the pain” to all county departments,
while “not balancing a budget on the
backs of the employees.”

In his proposed budget, the county
manager estimates that layoffs would
save the county $1.3 million in the
engineering division, the department
of parks and community renewal, and
the human services department.

Mike Bukoski, legal counsel for
Council 8, spoke against bringing in a
private company to run the golf courses.

“New Jersey is littered with the waste-
land of privatization schemes,” Mr.
Bukoski said, in a plea to save workers’
jobs at the Clark golf course.

“We need to stand together…and do
the right thing,” Mr. Bukoski said. “And
the right thing is to stop these layoffs.”

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
said the county would “go above and
beyond to get people back to the work
place” who lose their county jobs.

Freeholder Chester Holmes told
workers that the county’s budget gap is
part of the overall economic crisis the
nation is facing. “It is not you against
us. We are all in this together,” he said.

A string of golfers also attended the
meeting to again plead with the board
to keep Oak Ridge open.

Lavinia Ruby of Cranford said she
would like the county to include all
three public golf courses, Oak Ridge in
Clark, Galloping Hill in Union and
Ashbrook in Scotch Plains, in propos-
als sought by the freeholders by private
firms to manage the county’s golf op-
erations.

Mr. Devanney, who has recom-
mended the closing of Oak Ridge due
to a $400,000 operating deficit, told
The Westfield Leader that the firm se-
lected would be paid to operate the
courses. He said he is looking to de-
velop some type of profit sharing with
the company for new revenue sources
the county wants developed for the
courses.

“This (RFP) does not bind the free-
holder board for anything,” he said.
“The purpose here is to test the market-
place.”

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella

County Unveils First Alert
Emergency Messaging System

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Emergency man-
agement officials from throughout the
county gathered at the Ralph Froehlich
Public Safety Building last Wednesday
for a training seminar on UC First Alert,
the county’s new “reverse 911” emer-
gency messaging system.

The $139,000 system was purchased
through a grant from the Department of
Homeland Security and allows the
county and participating municipali-
ties to send text, e-mail and voice mes-
sages to residents in the event of an
emergency. Officials said the system is
also capable of sending alerts in Span-
ish and by Telecommunications De-
vice for the Deaf/Teletypewriter.

“This system gives us the platform
necessary as a springboard to get the
information out quickly,” Union County
Police Chief Daniel Vaniska said.

Cherron Rountree, Union County
director of intergovernmental relations,
said the county has all landline phone
numbers on file and will deliver emer-
gency messages to those numbers. Resi-
dents can also register their cell phone,
Blackberry and other devices through
the program’s website, ucfirstalert.org
or by texting UNION to the number
411911. Through the website, residents
also have the option of signing up to
receive weather and health advisories,
county event updates, Amber Alerts
and NJ Transit and PATH messages.

“[Residents] will all receive emer-
gency messages if they are deemed to
be an emergency,” said Marco Muto,
business development manager for
Cooper Notification, the company
which created and installed the system.
“They will have the flexibility to opt
into these specific groups if they de-
sire.”

By participating in UC First Alert,
municipalities will be able to utilize the
system for messaging as well. Sebastian
D’Elia, director of the county’s Office
of Public Information, said UC First
Alert is capable of sending a message to
a region as small as “one or two blocks.”
Text and e-mail alerts can be sent free of
charge to the county and municipality
(although standard text-message rates
may apply), while voicemails can be
sent for a fee of 12 cents per call.

“The cost per call is specifically to
voice dialing,” Mr. Muto said. “The
text and e-mail are at no cost to the
municipalities.”

Mr. D’Elia anticipated UC First Alert
would save municipalities money by
enabling them to rely on the county’s
system instead of localized alert pro-
grams.

Hillside Police Chief Robert Quinlan
said his department would eliminate
their message system and instead uti-

lize UC First Alert, which he called “a
much better system.”

“That’s how we’re going to save the
townships money, by shared services,”
Mr. D’Elia said. “They can discard all
of their individual systems.”

Mr. Muto said Cooper Notification
has arrangements with wireless com-
panies to ensure that messages from the
system will be given priority for deliv-
ery. He also said residents would be
able to reply to messages from their phones

ROLE MODEL...Police officer Brian Cheney from Scotch Plains visits with
children at Temple Emanu-El in Westfield. The children learned about safety and
the role of a police officer.

Raynor Denitzio for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ALERT...County Police Chief Dan Vaniska last Wednesday at the Union County
Police headquarters in Westfield addresses law enforcement and emergency
management officials from the county during a training seminar for UC First
Alert. The county’s new reverse 911 program is capable of alerting residents of
emergencies through voice, e-mail and text messages.
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Freeholders Schedule
Public Budget Meetings

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders Fiscal
Affairs Committee has scheduled
meetings to discuss the proposed
$449.3 million county budget. The
meetings are open to the public and
will be held in the Freeholder confer-
ence room, sixth floor of the adminis-
tration building in Elizabeth.

Saturday, February 21, the depart-
ment of parks and community renewal
will appear before the panel at 9 a.m.
followed by the prosecutor’s office at
10 a.m., the surrogate’s office at 11
a.m. and the county clerk at 11:30 a.m.

The human services department will
present their budget at 5:30 p.m. fol-
lowed by the department of correc-
tions at 6:30 p.m., the department of
public safety at 7 p.m., the county
sheriff at 7:30 p.m. and the office of
county counsel at 8 p.m.

On Wednesday, March 4, the engi-
neering and public works department
will be before the committee at 5:30
p.m. with the finance department fol-
lowing at 6:30 p.m., Runnells Special-
ized Hospital at 7 p.m. and the depart-
ment of department services at 7:30
p.m.

The committee is chaired by Free-
holder Angel Estrada and includes
Freeholders Bette Jane Kowalski, Vice-
Chairman Daniel Sullivan and Rayland
Van Blake.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Garwood BOE Calls NJEA
‘Out of Touch with Reality’

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Following a closed
executive session on Tuesday night, the
Garwood Board of Education (BOE)
voted to approve a memorandum of
agreement and salary guide between
the board and the Garwood Education
Association (GEA) on a new contract
for the borough’s teachers.

The terms of the agreement, which
will be in effect retroactively from July
1, 2008 until June 30, 2011, call for a
4.5 percent increase over the 2007-
2008 base pay in the first year, followed
by 4.3 percent increases in each of the
subsequent years. Although the con-
tract was approved by a vote of 8-1
(with the sole “no” vote from member
Christine Guerriero), board members

were unanimous in their disappoint-
ment with the new contract.

Board members used phrases such
as “heart-wrenching” and “rock and a
hard place” to describe their feelings
regarding the negotiations. They were
particularly critical of the New Jersey
Education Association (NJEA), saying
that the union was unwilling to accept
offers below the increases approved on
Tuesday.

“They [the NJEA] are out of touch
with reality,” board member Linda
Koenig said. “They need to go out and
look at what is going on around them.
They are asking people who are losing
their jobs to accept these salary in-
creases.”

Although he said that he felt the

Freeholders Update Clark
On Oak Ridge Closure

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CLARK — Union County officials
on Tuesday night attended the Clark
Township Council meeting to provide
the township with an update on the
planned closing of the Oak Ridge Coun-
try Club, located on Oak Ridge Road in
the township.

Union County Board of Freeholders
Chairman Alexander Mirabella and
County Manager George Devanney
provided an update on the Oak Ridge
golf course. The mayor thanked the
freeholders who have “been very gen-
erous with grants” to the township.

“We’re not getting out of the golf
business. This is a national trend right
now. We have three golf courses and
when you sit down and take a hard look
at things, it’s not something I believe
we can sustain. Something has to start
to give,” Mr. Devanney said.

The closure of the Oak Ridge golf
course is just one of the cost reductions
the county has taken. “The trend is a
“public/private partnership” with re-
gards to the operation of public golf
courses, Mr. Devanney said.

Mr. Devanney said the freeholders
are reviewing Request for Proposals
(RFPs) for firms to manage the club-
houses at the county’s golf courses. In
addition to Oak Ridge, the county oper-
ates the Galloping Hill Golf Course in
Union and Ash Brook in Scotch Plains.

“We want to work with you, that’s
why we’re here tonight,” said Mr.
Devanney.

Councilwoman Shelia Whiting asked
Mr. Devanney if Oak Ridge will remain
an open space. “Absolutely. It’s on our
Green Acres inventory and will forever
be open space,” Mr. Devanney replied.

When Councilman Patrick O’Connor
asked Mr. Devanney for examples of

future uses of Oak Ridge, Mr. Devanney
said, “One thing that’s come up is bik-
ing trails and walking trails. Again noth-
ing has been discussed by the freehold-
ers. We’re still in our budget delibera-
tions.”

Clark Mayor Sal Bonaccorso thanked
Mr. Mirabella and representatives from
the county for attending the council
meeting. “You couldn’t ask for a better
partnership. It’s about good people
making good decisions,” the mayor
said.

During his report, Mayor Bonaccorso
said the county has bought equipment
to activate an Emergency Response
System (reverse 911) enabling the town-
ship to alert the entire town, a ward or
even just a street in Clark of an emer-
gency. The mayor’s report also included
a consolidated schedule of the senior
citizens bus with service reduced to
three days from five.

The council then unanimously ap-
proved the introduction of five ordi-
nances. Among the ordinances is a bond
ordinance to authorize the purchase of
a new garbage truck to provide on-
demand bulk garbage pickup monthly
throughout the township. John Laezza,
township business administrator, told
The Westfield Leader of the cost benefit
of eliminating the annual cost of
$245,000 it pays to Rahway to handle
the service and instead purchase a gar-
bage truck between $175,000 and
$240,000 and have the Clark Depart-
ment of Public Works do the pick-ups.

“Why are we letting the other guys
do it? Great idea, I support it,” said
Councilman Brian Toal during the
council’s discussion of the proposed
expenditure. The public hearing on the
ordinance is scheduled for March 2 in
room 16 of the municipal building, 430
Westfield Avenue.

Towns Using Different Models to
Respond to Medical Service Calls

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Finding a way to
provide 24-hour medical emergency
assistance is an issue faced by many
municipalities. It is an issue further
complicated by the limitations of bud-
gets and manpower. Local towns em-
ploy different means to guarantee the
availability of around the clock medi-

cal assistance.
Scotch Plains, which has a volunteer

fire department, recently approved an
arrangement with the private company
Atlantic Ambulance to respond to medi-
cal calls in the event the township’s
volunteer rescue squad is unavailable.

Municipal Manager Michael
Capabianco said the company would
not charge the township for its services,

but instead bill the patients directly.
“Basically it’s a back-up as part of

the mutual-aid system,” Mr. Capabianco
said.

Although he said that medical calls
have increased recently in the town-
ship, Scotch Plains Police Detective
Lieutenant Brian Donnelly said the
contract with Atlantic Ambulance was
not in response to any particular inci-
dent, but rather as a fail-safe for medi-
cal emergencies.

“It wasn’t an issue that we were like
‘we need to address this, we have to do
this right now,’” Det. Donnelly said of
the contract. “It was my understanding
that this was just approved as a pro-
cess.”

Detective Donnelly described Scotch
Plains’ Volunteer Rescue Squad as “phe-
nomenal” and said he was unsure of the
exact role Atlantic Ambulance would
play in medical response.

Fanwood Police Chief Donald
Domanoski said when a medical call
comes in to the borough’s 911 system,
the dispatcher first obtains information
from the caller regarding the nature of
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