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WF’s Dreyer Receives
$8,600 Arts Fellowship
WESTFIELD – The New Jersey

State Council on the Arts recently
awarded Westfield’s Joan Dreyer an
$8,600 fellowship in the category
“Crafts.”

The council awarded fellowships
totaling $199,800 to 26 New Jersey
artists who were selected from an
applicant pool of more than 460 art-
ists.

These highly competitive awards
are based on an independent, peer
panel review of work samples sub-
mitted, and the anonymous process is
focused solely on artistic quality.

The grants help professional artists
to produce new work and advance
their careers and impact on the com-
munity.

Joan Dreyer

Trip to Bountiful Provides Look
Through Life’s Rear-view Mirror

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Cranford Dramatic
Club’s production of The Trip to Boun-
tiful, which opened Friday night, is an
emotional tug-of-war. This poignant
story may tug at the heartstrings, but it
never becomes maudlin; it reveals that
looking back on one’s life can cause
pain and joy.

The play is the saga of Mrs. Carrie
Watts (Sheila Harding), an aging widow
living with her son Ludie (Rick Brown)
and daughter-in-law Jessie Mae (Tracey
Randinelli) in a confining three-room
flat in Houston, Tex., in the early 1950s.

Although the play was produced on
Broadway in 1953 and then became an
Academy Award-winning motion pic-
ture in 1985, many of the tenets ring
true for today’s world. Fear of losing a
job, taking care of an aging parent,
finding affordable housing, maintain-
ing one’s place in a youth-oriented so-
ciety and a number of other relevant
issues are presented.

Thirty-something Ludie has been sick
for two years and is just getting back on
his feet with a new job. His stay-at-
home wife Jessie Mae, a vapid movie
magazine enthusiast, has issues with
her mother-in-law, who has been living
with them for 15 years.

Jessie Mae would like to go out danc-
ing or to the movies, but with money
tight and the responsibility of looking
after Mrs. Watts, who has a heart con-
dition, it seems impossible.

The elderly Mrs. Watts feels she’s a
burden on both her son and daughter-
in-law, and longs to leave Houston for
her tiny hometown of Bountiful, a lit-
eral town and a figurative state of plenty.
Mother Watts feels that if she can just
get back to Bountiful, she’ll regain her

dignity, peace and strength.
The play follows her “escape” to the

local bus station (with her government
pension check in hand), where she
boards a bus to Harrison, a town near
Bountiful.

Mrs. Watts shares not only a seat but
life-long secrets with a stranger named
Thelma (Corrine Chandler). She tells
Thelma that just being able to see her

homestead in Bountiful before she dies
will give her closure.

Director Peter Clark has assembled
four fine actors in the lead roles of the
Watts family and Thelma. Ms. Harding
as Carrie credibly makes her case for
the tiring trip despite the fact that her

character has a heart condition. A like-
able Carrie, brought to life by Ms.
Harding, wonders if her daughter-in-
law is right in calling her a stupid, old
woman.

A compassionate, sweet-faced
Thelma, played by the promising young
actress Ms. Chandler, trades stories of
her life with Carrie and reassures the
old woman that people still care about
her.

Ms. Randinelli’s acerbic Jessie Mae
has an authentic heavy Southern drawl
and the short-fused temper of a self-
absorbed character that constantly harps
on her mother-in-law’s singing of
hymns and “running” throughout the
apartment. Ms. Randinelli is wonder-
ful in the role; we hate her impatience,
understand her frustration and deplore
her verbal abuse.

Poor hen-pecked Ludie, portrayed
by the talented Mr. Brown, rides a
seesaw in placating his mother and his
wife. He’s the pickle in the middle with
not much resolution of conflict in sight.

“It doesn’t do any good to remem-
ber,” Ludie tells his aged mother as she
looks at the remains of her Bountiful
homestead. But she (and we) know that
looking back can cause both pain and
joy. It just depends on who is doing the
looking.

The two-act drama, which runs week-
ends through February 21, is part of the
90th year celebration of the playhouse.
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BUS TRIP…Corrine Chandler as Thelma provides a listening ear to Sheila
Harding as the lead character Carrie Watts, in Cranford Dramatic Club Commu-
nity Theater’s production of The Trip to Bountiful that runs through February 21.

Public Can Meet Poet,
Artist McLaughlin

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store in Westfield will host a meet and
greet for Judith McLaughlin, author
of children’s book “Poems on Fruits
and Odes to Veggies” on Saturday,
February 14, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

This book uses vibrant watercolor
pictures and lyrical original poems,
filled with puns, alliteration and the
silliness kids love to introduce chil-
dren of all ages to their fruits and
vegetables.

Judith McLaughlin is a poet, writer
and artist; her poems have appeared
in three anthologies. Growing up in
Tenafly, she now makes her home in
Millburn with her husband and three
daughters.

The public can meet Mrs.
McLaughlin at The Town Book Store,
located at 270 East Broad Street in
Westfield (corner of East Broad and
Elmer Streets). Those unable to attend
can call The Town Book Store at (908)
233-3535 to reserve an autographed
copy.

SP-F Jazz Festival Takes
Place on Two Feb. Dates

JAZZED UP…Mid-February brings the 12th Annual Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) SP-F Jazz Festival, one of the premier jazz events statewide,
which will be held on two nights, Tuesday, February 17, and Friday, February 27.
Pictured are members of SP-F Jazz, the 2008 NJ Division II High School Jazz
Band Champions.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The public is
invited to attend the 12th Annual Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
SP-F Jazz Festival, which will be held
on two nights: Tuesday, February 17,
beginning at 5 p.m. and Friday, Febru-
ary 27, beginning at 6 p.m. at SPFHS’s
Manya Ungar Auditorium.

The SP-F Jazz Festival, in conjunc-
tion with the International Association
of Jazz Educators (IAJE), is one of the
premier high school jazz events held in
the state of New Jersey.

On Tuesday, February 17, jazz bands
from Bridgewater, Randolph, J.P.
Stevens, South Brunswick and West
Orange high schools will join the 2008
NJ Division II State Champion SP-F
Jazz (“Spiffy Jazz”) band and the SP-F
Jazz Lab bands beginning at 5 p.m.

On Friday, February 27, beginning at
6 p.m., the Moonglowers Jazz Band
from SPFHS will host the premier jazz
bands from multiple New Jersey high
schools, including Westfield, South
Plainfield, Carteret, Belleville,
Bridgewater, West Orange, Edison, J.P.
Stevens and Allentown (Pa).

On both nights, each band will per-
form three numbers ranging from the
traditional, Latin, Jazz Rock and Big
Band genres.

The festival is presented as a compe-
tition, with awards given for “Best
Overall Band,” “Best Section” and “Best
Soloists,” adjudicated by the IAJE.

Admission on each night is $5 for
adults and $3 for students and senior
citizens. Food and beverages are avail-
able both evenings.

Westfield High School
Announces Spring Musical

WESTFIELD – From March 12 to
14, Westfield High School (WHS)
will present Kiss Me, Kate, the most
popular of musicals, which combines
the music of Cole Porter with
Shakespeare.

Using the Bard’s The Taming of the
Shrew to create a play-within-a-play,
Kiss Me, Kate combines backstage
comedy with romance, sizzling danc-
ing and Porter’s finest score, includ-
ing timeless songs “Too Darn Hot,”
“Always True To You In My Fash-
ion,” “Another Op’nin’,” Another
Show,” “So In Love” and “Brush Up
Your Shakespeare.”

Kiss Me, Kate presents a battle of the
sexes. Chaos ensues when two former
lovers play opposite each other on stage
while their current lovers also take part
in the production. Mix in a few gang-
sters, a hefty I.O.U. and some unex-

pected romance, and this WHS produc-
tion is sure to have you on the edge of
your seats.

Featuring a cast of nearly 50 high
school students, Kiss Me, Kate will be
directed by WHS drama teacher Daniel
Devlin and choreographed by Samantha
Hahn with musical direction by Edison
School’s Ken Horn.

Kiss Me, Kate will take place in the
WHS auditorium. Show times are
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, March
12,13 and 14, at 7:30 p.m.

Tickets, $10, will be on sale from
February 21. For information and tick-
ets, call the WHS box office at (908)
301-0391 or e-mail
whstickets@westfieldnjk12.org. Tick-
ets can also be purchased at the door
before each performance, but all seat-
ing is reserved, so call ahead for best
seats.

James Haba to Read Poetry
At FW’s Carriage House
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TRIPPING BACK HOME…Carrie Watts (Sheila Harding) reminisces with her
son Ludie (Rick Brown) while daughter-in-law Jessie Mae (Tracey Randinelli),
center, sulks. In Cranford Dramatic Club Community Theater’s production of
The Trip to Bountiful, the journey is an insightful and poignant one. The show runs
weekends through February 21.

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series has invited the public to
attend a free poetry reading on Tues-
day, February 17, at 8 p.m. in the Kuran
Arts Center on Watson Road, off North
Martine Avenue, adjacent to Fanwood
Borough Hall. The featured reader will
be James Haba, the distinguished poet
and former poetry director for the
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation.

Mr. Haba grew up on farms and
islands in rural Washington State. From
1986 through 2008, he was responsible
for developing and directing the
Geraldine R. Dodge Poetry Program,
and he designed and produced all 12
Geraldine R. Dodge Biennial Poetry
Festivals, the largest poetry events in

North America.
In 1995, Mr. Haba edited the best-

selling book “The Language of Life”
(poems by and interviews with Dodge
Festival poets). He served as poetry
consultant for the 1995 Bill Moyers
television series “The Language of Life”
and three other Bill Moyers series also
derived from Dodge Poetry Festivals.

The reading in Fanwood is free and
open to the public. An open mic will
follow the featured performance, so
audience members can bring a poem of
their own and join in the reading.

For more information, call (908) 889-
7223 or (908) 889-5298. For online
directions and information, visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com.

Newcomer Creates  Language Out
Of Silence, Beauty Out of Ordinary

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Celebrating its ninth
season, the Coffee With Conscience
Concert Series will present celebrated
folksinger Carrie Newcomer this
Valentine’s Day, Saturday, February
14, at the First Methodist Church,
located at 1 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Ms. Newcomer’s rich, smooth voice
and guitar playing are backed by a
brilliant harmony of violin, piano,
mandolin, cello, bass, percussion and
background vocals.

The result is pretty, soulful folk
music with a new-age tint.

“There’s a really deep, spiritual cur-
rent in my work,” she told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

“I’m one of a growing number of
people that do not want to put the
sacred in such a small container,” she
said. Ms. Newcomer, a Quaker, feels
this metaphysical vibe is especially
strong on her most recent album, “Ge-
ography of Light.”

As is the case on many of her records,
her latest work encourages its listen-
ers to revel in the beauty that exists in
simple, everyday moments. A busy,
material culture prevents people from

slowing down and appreciating the
present, she said.

“The Geography of Light” is about
“finding beauty and mystery in what
seems to be commonplace,” she ex-
plained.

Nature also inspires the folksinger.
Her song “Geodes” describes myste-
rious rocks, native to her southern
Indiana roots, which appear dull on
the outside but, on the inside, contain
sparkling quartz crystal centers.

The geodes “remind me to look
deeper because often within what may
appear quite ordinary is a core of
beauty and mystery,” she commented.
This concept is expressed in the lyr-
ics: “I have found when I tried or
looked deeper inside / What appears
unadorned might be wondrously
formed.”

Ms. Newcomer was not raised as a
Quaker; rather, she found her way into
the religion, which includes an hour of
silent meditation in its meetings. She
feels that the awareness developed in
meditation creates a quiet space to
reflect and find the words that eventu-
ally become the song.

“The best language comes out of
silence,” she stated. “Amazing things
happen when we stop and listen. I
encounter silence not as an absence of

sound but a fullness of spirit,” she said.
In addition to touring to perform

concerts, Ms. Newcomer also leads a
series of workshops that focus on her
ability to combine her music, her
creativity and her faith. Her seminars
inspire attendees to develop their in-
dividual voices based on their unique,
personal experiences.

“Everyplace I go has delightful
things and people about it,” she said.
“I’ve never met a person without a

story to tell.”
Her song “The Clean Edge of

Change” was influenced by theolo-
gian Parker J. Palmer’s book “Let
Your Life Speak,” which contemplates
the transformative essence of the hu-
man experience and the idea that
sometimes, “the only way out is
through,” she said. The chorus re-
flects this perspective:

“First there is the folding in /To
gather light and dark to you/The jour-
ney down so far that it /Has nowhere
else to go but through.”

Tickets are $26 or $46 for dinner
and the show. All net proceeds from
the show will be donated to local
charities. For more information, visit
coffeewithconscience.org.

Carrie Newcomer
“The best language comes out of

silence...I encounter silence not as an
absence of sound but a fullness of

spirit.”


