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No Need to Redistrict in Westfield,
Class Size Numbers Are Fine

It’s easy to be angry and frustrated at
the proposed Westfield middle school
redistricting plan. So, I think the school
board and superintendent can understand
that at times, raw emotion surfaced from
some of our citizens at last Tuesday’s
board meeting. After all, it has been a
pretty tough year for everyone, and a
pretty tough three weeks for the Wash-
ington School district, given the Wash-
ington School show and school redistrict-
ing plan announcement and votes hap-
pening simultaneously.

Dr. Dolan and the board, your service
to this community is appreciated, and
thanks for providing the opportunity to
air our views publicly, and staying until 1
a.m. Granted, we should have been given
much more time and in advance of the
first vote, and we could have spoken more
intelligently on the issues with sufficient
facts and data provided before the meet-
ing, not a small amount of facts at the
meeting. The board continues to keep
secret all information on the alternative
plans that you considered, although we
believe it was your duty to provide this
information to the public. This is a his-
toric middle school redistricting proposal,
that will have serious tangible and intan-
gible effects on the Washington commu-
nity, as well as all of Westfield, and a
public explanation and vetting of the de-
cision process, including why alternative
plans were rejected, is the appropriate
way to handle this matter before any votes
are taken.

Anne Riegel, we appreciate that you
stood up for your principles and voted no,
due to your concern with the lack of
transparency.

Respectfully, it’s difficult to under-
stand how you could vote, even prelimi-
narily, without having more time to re-
flect on what was said and discuss it
among yourselves, and to consult with
the community further. In addition, nu-
merous statements made by the board
members at the meeting, as well as the
overall tone of the meeting, gave the
appearance that minds were made up long
ago. And there seemed to be some confu-
sion among some of the board members
and Dr. Dolan about what the actual num-
bers were, particularly, 33 was the num-
ber stated for the last few weeks, now we
find out it is 21. The mistake was the 33
included 12 students that will be attend-
ing Edison for special programs.

Now, let’s get to the good part! At the
meeting it was disclosed, for the first
time, that there are only 21 students to be
redistricted next year! And that class sizes
at Roosevelt for the incoming sixth grad-
ers will only be 27.8 (278 students) if no
redistricting, and 25.7 (257 students) with
redistricting. This is using board member
Mr. Solomon’s computation method (di-
vide by 10). A revelation! Clearly, there is
no need to redistrict this year! According
to the school district’s website, that would
make 809 students at Roosevelt next year.
However, correct me if I’m wrong, I
believe that number is incorrect, the cor-
rect number should be 797, due to 12
students that will be attending Edison due
to special programs offered at that school,
per Dr. Dolan’s presentation from Tues-
day.

For 2010-2011, only 256 sixth graders
will enter Roosevelt, for an average class
size of 25.6 without redistricting, and 234
with redistricting for an average class size
of 23.4. So there’s no problem the follow-
ing year either! We can also try some
alternatives suggested by citizens at the
meeting, such as adding a couple of trail-
ers at Roosevelt to ease things a bit,
changing some classroom allocation, re-
working the team concept, lowering the
gifted and talented entrance standard more
in line with other towns, or improving the
magnet program for Edison. Changing

these last two programs could shift some
more children voluntarily to Edison. There
is no need to do anything for this fall, and
likely not for the following year either.
By then these suggestions may have
shifted some more students voluntarily.

Regarding the team concept, to be frank,
I am not wholly familiar with it. But I will
tell you this. I, and am sure many others,
attended schools without a team concept.
I am sure most of us ended up doing fine
without it. If the team concept needs to be
sacrificed in some shape or form in order
to stop this redistricting plan, it is worth
considering. From listening to the board
and Dr. Dolan, the team concept seems to
be a key factor driving the push to lower
enrollment at Roosevelt. I believe if you
surveyed parents with children attending
Roosevelt, regardless of elementary
school district, that if given the choice of
losing the neighborhood school concept
or the team concept, they would drop the
team concept. Ms. Walker stated that the
principal wants enrollment to be at 750,
however, this year it was at 775 without a
problem. If more room is needed, a couple
of trailers can be added. They may not
even be needed since the class size in-
crease is so small. The principal has his
considerations, but his should not be the
only considerations. Our children, our
families, and the overall effect on the
community and town need to be consid-
ered too.

Now that the numbers are clear, the
board’s mission should be clear. Hold the
line for now, and then immediately start
working with the community to work
through the issues. Redistricting the
middle schools is a mistake for Westfield.
Let’s just say it’s been very divisive.
Westfield has always been a premier town
in New Jersey. Let’s keep it that way.

Dr. Dolan and the school board mem-
bers are intelligent people, along with the
rest of this town. I believe a creative
solution to this issue can be found and
there is plenty of time to do it. Let’s not
waste taxpayer and citizen money on le-
gal fees fighting among ourselves for no
reason. I implore the board to not unnec-
essarily subject Westfield to this, it will
not be good for the town. As Council-
woman Kimmins said at the meeting, her
class made it through Roosevelt with much
larger class sizes than we are talking
about now. Dr. Dolan, I believe you can
come up with the right plan to make this
happen in consultation with the board.
Let’s do the right thing for our kids, and
not break up life long friendships and ship
21 kids off by themselves. 21 out of 1,400
in the middle schools. That’s about 1.5
percent. That’s not fair, and it’s not right.
Let’s remember back to when we were 11
years old. After one parent mentioned it at
the meeting, I can’t get the picture out of
my head of one student waiting for a bus
while his 20 lifelong friends walk off to
school together because their street was
split up. That is what this plan is doing to
this community. And it doesn’t even need
to be done.

In closing, Senator Tom Kean, Jr. of
Westfield and President Barack Obama
were each published in the Leader over
the past two weeks. Both spoke about the
importance of transparency in govern-
ment. Again, I applaud Anne Riegel for
voting against this proposal and follow-
ing her conscience. Now, respectfully I
ask the rest of the board to follow her lead
and provide a real civics lesson to our
children showing government at its best.
After all, we live in the greatest country in
the world, the United States of America,
and we, and our government, need to set
the example for everyone. Every single
time. Let’s not forget that.

Lee Stoller
Westfield

George Bush Kept America Safe
And Took the Gloves Off

I was at a function recently when talk
turned to the state of the nation and our
new President. One person offered:
“Well he can’t do any worse than Bush
that’s for sure!” I thought about that a
second and then responded: “Sure he
can. Manhattan can turn into a smolder-
ing hole on his watch.”

Every day I look from my office
window, across the Hudson River, to
the lower Manhattan skyline and I tell
you that to this day, over seven years
after it happened, I still yearn for the
twin towers. It is a sinking feeling in my
gut. In my mind’s eye I still see them
and they dwell in my memory in a
manner not unlike what amputees refer
to as “phantom pains.” Our town lost
eight people that day. Our nation over
3,000.

9/11 is still very real to me. But I am
starting to wonder if I am in the minor-
ity now.

If one thing concerns me about the
future, it is the threat of renewed terror-
ism in the USA. The economy, though
in tatters, will rebound in time. Other
issues all matter of course. But as prob-
lems they will pale next to a major
terrorist event hitting an American city.
Yet in the seven years since 9/11 the
much-maligned George Bush, and his
oft-demonized policies, kept this coun-
try safe from this most dangerous threat.

Say anything else about the man you
want (and I too have my issues with
him). But the fact is not one American
has been killed by an Islamic terrorist
on our soil since 9/11. I believe that that
is not mere luck, but the result of a
diligent, deliberate, and never-waver-
ing assault on terrorists where they live
and breathe.

A friend of mine who is a marine in
Iraq told me that one of the reasons the
surge worked is that, “they let us take
the gloves off. That’s all I can say.”
That is the kind of ruthless mindset
needed to defeat people who deliber-
ately fly planes into buildings or be-
head innocents with handsaws. They
cannot be bargained with, or reasoned
with, and their goal, their soul aim is to
kill us...that is their end, not a means to
some other political end.

George Bush, whatever his faults,
always understood this. He saw that the
world is a dangerous place filled with
people who want us dead because of
who we are, not just what we do. I hope
and pray that Mr. Obama understands
this too. If not, I fear we could pay a
heavy price for his naïveté.

Unfortunately, I fear we have be-
come, if I may, a nation very “Septem-
ber 10th” again.

Indeed, the great irony of Bush’s ad-
ministration is that he kept us so safe he
made us too complacent. We now bicker
over lesser matters, as if terrorists no
longer harbor us ill will. How unfortu-
nate would it be if this was Bush’s most
damaging legacy...that he removed our
fears, and thus gave us back the mindset

that allowed us to be vulnerable in the
first place!

My gut tells me that the verdict of
history will be kinder to this President
than contemporary scribes. It usually is
to presidents maligned in their own time.
It means they often took positions and
held fast despite pressure to reverse
them. Principled becomes “stubborn”
usually when you do not share the vi-
sion of the one holding firm. And such
surety of conviction often stems from
people knowing something we do not.
In fact, I think the motto of the Bush
administration may end up being: “If
you only knew what I knew...”

Now Mr. Obama is in the know. I am
curious if he now sees the world differ-
ently looking at it from inside the Oval
Office.

I wish Mr. Obama nothing but success
as he embarks on his mission as my [our
nation’s] President. This is an exciting
time no doubt. But to all those who
harbor a bizarrely manic obsession with
George Bush, for those who think that
Barack Obama “can’t do any worse,” all
I can say is talk to me in four years.

In the meantime, I think whatever our
partisan stripes, we Americans all owe
Mr. Bush a debt of gratitude for his
clarity on the terrorism issue and for
remembering 9/11 every day — even if
so many in this country seem to have
forgotten.

Brad Schaeffer
Westfield
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CRANFORD $779,000 CRANFORD $349,900 WESTFIELD $1,050,000 WESTFIELD $1,595,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $699,000 WESTFIELD $789,000

Spacious Victorian on 1/3 acre is close to
town and train.  Offers 12 rooms and
includes 5 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, new
windows throughout, newer Butler’s
pantry, powder room and Kitchen with
stainless steel appliances and Corian
counters, updated electric and large, wrap-
around front porch.

Expanded Cape Cod with rear dormer.
Michael’s Eat-In Kitchen has been
expanded to include breakfast bar and
separate dining area, finished basement for
entertaining or playroom, large fenced rear
yard with deck to above ground pool.

This wonderful and spacious Colonial/Split
Level offers 10 rooms and features 2 Fam-
ily Rooms, all huge rooms, delightful
screened porch, ample storage/closets and
is professionally landscaped.  This home
has been impeccably maintained and also
includes 2 fireplaces, indoor barbeque and
a walk-up attic.

Rare opportunity!  Circa 1785 center hall
Colonial.  Lovingly cared for with so many
charming details.  Features wide board
pumpkin pine floors, 2 fireplaces, Butler’s
pantry, newer roof 2006, large screened
porch.  Beautiful “country setting”.  Ap-
proximately 1 acre3 level grounds framed
by authentic split rail fence.

Picture perfect behind a white picket
fence!  This lovely “Wychwood” home has
been totally renovated and is “move-in”
ready.  All new Kitchen, appliances and
2.5 baths, roof, landscaping, driveway and
more.  Beautiful refinished oak floors.
Freshly painted interior and exterior.
Neutral décor.

MOUNTAINSIDE $575,000
This gracious Ranch home in a
Wychwood cul de sac sold for 89% of
its list price in only 24 days.  Contact
any of our extraordinary Agents and
let them design a personalized
marketing plan for your home.

Another amazing Primavera design has
begun.  4569 square feet of decadent
indulgence, trademark staircase and
upgrades are standard.  Hand-crafted
detail throughout and full, finished
basement.

WESTFIELD $1,499,000
New price and best deal in this top location.
Pick finishes now.  Award winning builder.
Finest detail work.  Includes 1st floor au pair
suite, 5 Bedrooms on 2nd floor, additional
storage room off Master Bedroom, 4200
square feet not including basement.  Can
view same house in nearby town.

BOE and Dolan Mistake; Washington
School Redistricting Splits Classmates
Editor’s Note: this is a response to a

letter to the editor by Kim Beattie.
I appreciate your interest in the BOE’s

(Westfield Board of Education) redis-
tricting proposal even though it doesn’t
affect your family, but let me clarify a few
of your statements. You said that the
parents of Washington should “suggest
that the district explain why we can’t
transfer resources from Roosevelt to
Edison” to accommodate all of the Wash-
ington students. Well, to let you know, we
did suggest that numerous times, at two
different meetings, and through letters to
Dr. Dolan and the Westfield BOE, and
our suggestions, and questions, went un-
answered.

The idea seems very viable to me as the
number of students and the resources to
teach them remain constant, so simply
moving the resources where they are
needed so all the Washington students
can stay together seems like an easy and
reasonable solution. I’m not quite sure
why the BOE and Dr. Dolan won’t an-
swer that question.

Then you said that Westfield has faced
redistricting before and you mentioned
the Gardens section and Franklin and
Wilson schools. In all of those redistrict-
ing examples, they have never split up a
class. All the children moved together to
whatever school they were redistricted

to, which is completely different from
what is happening to the Washington
students, who are being split up.

Then you mentioned several neighbors
and former classmates of your son who
chose to go to Edison and none of them
complained. Perhaps none of them com-
plained because they had a choice. The
students from Washington don’t have a
choice and are being forced to go. Also, just
so you know, the Washington community
doesn’t have a problem with going to Edison;
we have a problem with our children being
split from their friends of six years.

We are fully aware that they will still
receive an excellent education at either
Roosevelt or Edison. Lastly, can you hon-
estly say you would feel the same if it
were your son that was very upset at being
split from the friends he has made for six
years and do you think it is fair that 20-25
innocent children from Washington
should have to shoulder the burden of the
overcrowding problems of the entire town
for the next five years?

Again, I appreciate your interest, but
looking at this objectively is exactly the
mistake the BOE and Dr. Dolan are do-
ing, and they should be looking at what
affect it’s having on the community, and
more importantly, the children.

Rocco Albano
Westfield

The Remarkable People That
Make Up Our Community

Dear family, friends and the Westfield
community: W stands for Wilpower, E is
the first letter in empathy, S is for selfless-
ness, T is for tireless, F is the first letter in
fellowship, I begins the word integrity, E is
for exceptional, L stands for love and D is
the first letter in dedicated. Together these
letters spell Westfield, the name of the
great town we live in — but, on their own,
they describe the qualities of the remark-
able people that make up our community.

From our family and friends, with
whom without, we would be nothing, to
our church community who supported us
in the hours following Wil’s diagnosis, to
the instantaneous organization of the
“Lotsa Helping Hands” volunteer net-
work who have and continue to provide
our family with hot meals, to our wonder-
ful neighbors, who give us reason to never,
ever move, to the “foster parents” of our
dogs, to the young children who wrote
personal notes to Wil, who, in lieu of
birthday and Christmas gifts, donated to
Wil’s fund, who held bake sales and
manned hot chocolate stands in the cold
and to their mothers who helped, to the
kids who sold Wilpower bracelets by the
hundreds and the scouts and volunteers
who raked leaves, shoveled snow, babysat
or lent a hand, to the Junior Women’s
Club who organized “Chores for Char-
ity,” the Westfield elementary schools
who sponsored it and the parents and their
children who made it happen, to the same
wonderful group who ran “Bowling Night
for Wil,” to the selfless Mountainside
Chapel congregation, to the Boosters, who
always have our family in mind, to every
administrator, teacher, coach, athlete and
student who wore jeans on Friday, sold
pumpkins, snowflakes, flags, 50/50’s,
tickets for the Wizard’s Show, and do-
nated to the Ronald McDonald House and
the Joy Fund at Sloan, to the Blue Devils
who keep our family in their hearts, to
Taylor and Love for all they do, to
Burgdorff Realtors for granting an in-
credible wish, to our NYC “parking god,”
to the far-reaching rugby community, to

the Paul Jackson and John Byrne Funds,
to the police and fire benevolent associa-
tions, to the tireless, remarkable volun-
teer work of the trustees of Wil’s fund and
the Wil Kehler Benefit Committee who
worked so selflessly, to the Jaycees and
the Temple and to the all of the Westfield
businesses and individuals who have con-
tributed to the Wil Kehler Fund; to any-
one who offered a prayer, a hug, a hand,
a word of comfort or otherwise took the
time in their day to think about Wil and
our family – we truly thank you and are
eternally grateful to you.

As we said the night of the Wil Kehler
Benefit Dinner (which even still over-
whelms us to the point of tears), we feel
blessed and are grateful to live in a commu-
nity, which puts others before themselves.

More than likely, our son will remem-
ber little, if any of this life-changing expe-
rience, but we will share with him two
important things we hope will stay with
him the rest of his life. The first is how
brave he is and how his strength has given
us strength; and two, how his family,
friends, community and strangers, near
and far, came together to support him –
giving him Wilpower – the same power
he will certainly need to draw on as he
nears the end of his chemo treatment,
learns how to walk with his new pros-
thetic leg, re-builds his immune system,
catches up with his schooling and most
importantly, remains cancer-free.

We remain in awe and are without
words to describe how overwhelmed we
are at the outpouring of support, which
never wanes, but just continues to grow
stronger as the days pass. There is no way
to ever thank everyone in a way that
would seem fitting, but please know in
your hearts, that your support and prayers
are what has given us the strength to get
through each day.

God Bless.

Doug, Lane, Wil, Jackson and
Laurajane Kehler

Westfield

Westfield Superintendent Discusses
Student/School Allocation Plans

The Westfield Board of Education,
administrators and teachers are first and
foremost accountable to the Town of
Westfield to “prepare students to achieve
excellence.”

By providing comparable educational
opportunities for all students, we strive to
reach this goal. If a number of incoming
sixth graders are not re-zoned to Edison
School over the next five years, the learn-
ing experience for Roosevelt School stu-
dents will be compromised.

If Westfield had only one intermediate
school or had two overcrowded interme-
diate schools, the taxpayers of Westfield
would be facing a bond for additional
facilities or additional budget costs for
trailers and staffing.

Westfield is fortunate because we have
a second intermediate school, Edison,
which offers the same programs and
courses, and has space available in exist-
ing classrooms.

Over the last few years, the board has
taken a number of steps to try to balance
the enrollment in the two intermediate
schools. Some of our special-education
programs are only offered in Edison
School. The Gifted Program for interme-
diate students is only offered in Edison
School. Students who require instruction
in English Language Learning in grades
six, seven and eight attend Edison School.

Students who participate in these pro-
grams and live in the Washington, Wil-
son or Franklin attendance zones have
been attending Edison for a few years.

Teachers, counselors and principals
have worked cooperatively with the stu-
dents and parents to make sure that the
transition to intermediate school is a
healthy one, even when there is only one
child from an elementary school in one of
the special programs.

Although our plan for the next five
years keeps the special programs at Edison
School, this alone will not solve the prob-
lem. But again, Westfield is fortunate.
We do not have to move hundreds of
students.

If we can keep approximately 250 stu-
dents in each grade in Roosevelt, we will
be able to maintain an average class size
of 25 in the existing classrooms with the
existing staff in Roosevelt School. This
will require moving approximately 177
students to Edison over the next five
years.

Approximately 53 of these students
would be students in the special pro-
grams, and approximately 124 students
live in the new attendance zone. For each
year of the five-year plan, there is suffi-
cient space in Edison for this additional
enrollment.

A few months ago, I wrote another
Letter to the Editor of The Westfield
Leader. I agreed with the editor that we
are living in a different economic time
and that public schools are not immune to
this.

As I continue to make difficult deci-
sions, I will do everything possible to
make sure that our students receive a
quality education during these challeng-
ing times. I cannot, however, make deci-
sions without considering the financial
impact.

The proposed plan makes use of exist-
ing facilities and existing staff. The plan
consolidates transportation at the inter-
mediate level to one school for efficiency.

Staff members at our intermediate
schools have already proven that we can
provide the support that some students
may need to develop new friendships.

A great deal of feedback has been re-
ceived from the public. Some individuals
were appreciative that the overcrowding
in Roosevelt was finally being addressed.
Some have questions, and some are very
unhappy with the recommendation.

I hope that the public hears all of these
sentiments at the Board of Education
meeting on Tuesday, February 24, in the
auditorium of Edison Intermediate School.
The meeting begins at 8 p.m.

Margaret Dolan
Superintendent of Westfield Schools

More Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 – MORE ON PAGE 18

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Ad-
justment of the Township of Scotch Plains
will require the services of a Consulting
Planner during the year 2009; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law, N.J.S.A. (40 A-11-1et seq.), requires
that the Resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services with-
out competitive bids be publicly adver-
tised; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS
HEREBY RESOLVED by the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains, New Jersey, that Mary M.
Moody, PP, 191 Stony Brook Road,
Branchburg, NJ be appointed Consulting
Planner to the Board of Adjustment for the
period effective from January 1, 2009 to
December 31, 2009 for planning reviews
and board meeting attendance and, on an
“as needed bases”.

This contract is awarded without com-
petitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because the services are
of such a qualitative nature as will not
permit the receipt of competitive bids due
to the subjective difference in the work
product of such persons and the fact that
the ethical requirements of such profes-
sionals will not permit such bidding.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Board of Adjustment
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