
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, February 12, 2009 Page 13

FERRARA, SEBOLAO PIN TO GET RAIDERS ROLLING

Raider Wrestlers Roll Along
With 54-23, Win Over ALJ

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seniors Mike Ferrara and Joe
Sebolao took the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling
team’s Senior Night seriously with
pins in the first two bouts of the
evening to lead their team to a 54-23,
victory over visiting AL Johnson on
February 6.

Ferrara, a very talented takedown
artist, has been concentrating on gain-
ing bonus points with pinning combi-
nations and tilts. He used a smooth
barrel roll takedown to take Crusader
Jason Dent to his back for a five-point
move in the first period of the 152-lb
bout and added two more takedowns
before pinning him with a single
grapevine and an arm clamp in 3:37.

“In the beginning of the match, I
was working on a tight waist tilt,
which I almost got. But I ended up
pinning him when I was taking his
arm, which is called barring the arm,
and I also tried to throw in a little leg.
I was working more on top today. I’m
pretty solid with the tight waist and I
got the grip going. I just need to be a
little more confident rolling on my
own back,” Ferrara said.

“That’s a lot we are doing in the

workout room. You can see he is a
great takedown machine but I would
like to see him get a little more physi-
cal on the top. If we can get a turn
there, that would help out more. That’s
going to be big around the time for
regions,” added Raider Head Coach
John Scholz, who recently jumped
over the 100-career victory mark.

At 160-lbs, Sebolao, only in his
second bout back from a shoulder
injury, torqued Taylor Kobryn with a
Jimmy John corkscrew in 1:27.

“My shoulder is coming along
nicely but my conditioning is a prob-
lem. I got to get it back up but I’m
going to finish the season strong,”
Sebolao said.

“Joe is doing well so far. Being out
all that time, conditioning, injuries,
all that stuff, really did wear him
away. We are pulling for him and we
would like nothing better for him to
be 100 percent,” coach Scholz said.

Raider Ryan McCarthy followed at
171-lbs with a 51-second fall over
Eduardo Pacella and Ola Esuola pinned
Rich Spellerberg in 3:14 at 189-lbs.
The Raiders upped their team lead to
36-0 when Antonio Dinizo and An-
drew Jacobs received forfeits at 215-
lbs and heavyweight, respectively.

The Crusaders received a forfeit at
103-lbs then Tim Scherer recorded a
16-0, technical fall over Raider Dion
Natale at 112-lbs. Raider Tristan
Bundy received a forfeit at 119-lbs
then Sean Cannon lost a bruising 10-
4 bout at 125-lbs against one of ALJ’s
best wrestlers, Brandon Santos.

“He wrestled him in the counties
and lost. This time he looked really
good. It was a close match for a while
then he got those penalty points. But
I will take that anytime. He was going
for it. He’s a funky wrestler and he
makes things happen,” coach Scholz
said.

Raider Mike Ridge took care of
business in the final bout with a 1:11
fall over Kyle Mogensen at 145-lbs.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
152: — Ferrara (S) p Dent, 3:37
160: — Sebolao (S) p Kobryn, 1:27
171: — McCarthy (S) p Pacella, 0:51
189: — Esuola (S) p Spellerberg, 3:14
215: — Dinizo (S) won forfeit
Hwt: — Jacobs (S) won forfeit
103: — Mike Marquez (J) won forfeit
112: — Scherer (J) tf Natale, 16-0, 6:00
119: — Bundy (S) won forfeit
125: — Santos (J) d Cannon, 10-4
130: — Chris Roberts (J) p Troy Sacks,
2:30
135: — Wesley Morrison (S) won forfeit
140: — Joe Kilburg (J) d Josh Foote, 1-0
145: — Ridge (S) p Mogensen, 1:11

SABITINO, HESS, DiIORIO SCORE DOUBLE FIGURES

Sizzling Cardinal Cagers Rip
Blue Devil Hoopsters, 77-46

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Perfection was needed to upset the
visiting fifth-ranked Plainfield High
School Cardinals but the Westfield
Blue Devil boys basketball team be-
came victims of numerous turnovers,
blatant acts of theft and an incredible
display of shooting in a 77-46 loss on
February 7.

The 16-5 Cardinals had too many
big guns firing from the outside and
finished with 12 swishes from 3-point
range. Additionally, they hit all six of
their free throws. Anthony Baskerville
finished with 19 points and hit four 3-
pointers, while Isiah Epps, who had
two 3-pointers, was also able to pen-
etrate inside and finish with 17 points.
Sophomore guard Tyrone Johnson also
got inside with 12 points and Alfonso
Lyle came off the bench to hit three 3-
pointers late in the final quarter.

“It’s tough to play defense against
a team like Plainfield that’s got so
many weapons all over the court at all
times,” said Blue Devil senior guard
Chris Sheehan, who had four re-
bounds, four points and three assists.
“So it’s playing help defense when, if
you help off your guy, he’s going to
throw a point.”

The Blue Devils had no 3-pointers
and sank 10 of 20 free throws. Senior
forward Tony DiIorio put up 11 points,
pulled down five rebounds and had
two assists. Junior center Pat Sabitino
scored 13 points and grabbed six re-
bounds, while sophomore Ryan Hess
netted 12 points, four rebounds and
three assists.

The 6-11 Blue Devils held their
own most of the first quarter and even
took an early 10-5 lead with success-
ful inside passing. The tide, however,
changed drastically when Baskerville
hit a pair of 3-pointers, Nate Grant
DeWitt banged in a 3-pointer and a 2-
pointer, and Epps sank a lay-up to
give the Cardinals a 17-12 lead.

Turnovers and missed shots plagued
the Blue Devils in the second quarter,
while the Cardinals shared the wealth
among six players to grab a 33-20
lead at the half. Although the Cardi-
nals committed a series of thefts,
DiIorio sank seven points and Hess
scored six as the Blue Devils won the
third quarter, 17-15, to make the score
48-37.

More bad passes and multiple steals
made the fourth quarter a nightmare
for the Blue Devils. Adding insult to
injury, the Cardinals hit six 3-point-

ers, including Lyles’ three 3-bangers
in the final two minutes, and won the
quarter 29-9.

“They had quick hands all over the
place so it was tough to get the ball
inside. They are a quick team on
defense, so it’s really difficult to run
our stuff through. They proved today
why they are a top-five team, why
they can play against the parochial
schools,” Sheehan said.

Looking positively toward the up-
coming Union County Tournament,
Sheehan said, “We proved it early in
the year that we could play with the
best of them so we will see what we
can do.”
Plainfield 17 16 15 29 77
Westfield 12   8 17   9 46

MXS Bulldogs Defeat
Blue Devil Boys, 66-42
The 12-5 Malcolm X. Shabazz High

School boys basketball team recorded
a 66-42 victory over visiting Westfield
on February 5. Tony DiIorio sank 10
points, Ryan Hess and Chris Sheehan
each scored nine and Pat Sabitino put
up six for the Blue Devils.
Westfield   9   9 15   9 42
MX Shabazz 12 17 17 20 66

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEING DENIED HIS SHOT…Blue Devil sophomore Ryan Hess, No. 22, gets the ball knocked out of his hand by Cardinal
Khalid Mohammed. Hess finished with 12 points, four rebounds and three assists.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A BIG VICTORY AT 189-LBS…Raider Ola Esuola, front, battles for control with Tiger Rich Spellerberg in
the 189-lb bout. Esuola pinned Spellerberg in 3:14.
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THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION

COLONIAL TUDOR SPLIT LEVEL

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 2/15  1-4PM TUDOR COLONIAL COLONIAL

$2,795,000

$729,000 $399,900

$674,000 $849,900 $1,950,000

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre
property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an
enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 19
room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-in
closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms,
6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room
with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed
with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.
An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include
granite tops, pantry, and a butler‘s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished
basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF. MLS # 2588807

Impressive Colonial Tudor style home situated on a cul-de-sac of a very desirable
neighborhood. 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Baths, Eat-In-Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, Family
Room with dramatic wood burning stone fireplace, newer roof, huge basement with high
ceilings and plenty of storage. CAC, 2 car garage, Deck off Family Room, attic storage
accessed by pull-down stairs and hardwood floors under carpeting. MLS # 2574942

3 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths, New windows, HVAC and Roof. Blown in insulation done
within last 5 years, CAC, wood floors under most carpet, partially finished basement, 1 car
garage. MLS # 2629688

This distinctive classic Colonial style home boasts the very best of old world charm combined
with tasteful quality upgrades and amenities. Set on a spectacular 71x176 property on a
tranquil tree lined street yet just moments from picturesque downtown Westfield and NY
transportation. The sunlit spacious floor plan offers 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, Formal Dining
Room, Living Room with a wood burning fireplace, Den, beautifully finished basement and
screened porch. Additional amenities include central air, newer roof, windows, furnace and
siding. Directions: S. Chestnut to Benson to Harding #739. MLS # 2639360

This 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath custom Tudor Colonial home features “Energy Star” rated
construction by D. Villane Construction...a top quality builder with an impeccable
reputation. Beautiful moldings, third floor loft/computer room, Eat In Kitchen with
Stainless Steel Appliances and granite counter tops. Professionally landscaped with
sprinklers, Mahogany front porch. Convenient location close to schools, Memorial Pool
and transportation. MLS # 2628769

Magnificent 4000 sq ft home, situated on a private lane in Wychwood. This custom built
home contains 4 large Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths, 3 Fireplaces, butler‘s pantry with sink and wine
cooler. Gourmet kitchen with two subzeros, professional double over range, two dishwashers
and microwave. The grand staircase leads to a bridge overlooking the Great Room. The
custom woodwork is a must see, triple tray ceiling with crown molding in the Dining Room
and coffered tray ceiling in the Master Bedroom. The Master Suite includes closet systems,
marble bath with steam shower and Jacuzzi tub. MLS # 2574043

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


