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Pingry Adds Music, After-
Care to Summer Camp

AREA – Pingry is accepting ap-
plications for its 2009 Summer
Camp, which begins on June 29 and
concludes on August 7.

Building on last summer’s increase
in sports activities and the implemen-
tation of the strength and condition-
ing camp, the school is adding music
and aftercare effective this summer.

“We want to show improvement
every year, and the music programs
make us more versatile,” said Joe
Forte, camp co-director and head of
fitness education at Pingry.

The three programs in the music
camp – jazz ensemble, rock band and
digital studio/recording – are directed
by Pingry faculty member Sean
McAnally.

Students can learn and perform jazz
compositions or rock songs, or they
can record and produce a professional
CD with hands-on training in a record-

ing studio. The jazz ensemble and
rock band programs include three sepa-
rate camp performance opportunities.

Also new is aftercare, which was
requested by many working parents.
Early drop-off runs from 8:15 to 9:15
a.m., and aftercare runs from 3 to 5 p.m.

Back for the second year, the
strength and conditioning camp, di-
rected by Pingry strength coach Doug
Scott, is designed to improve
strength, speed, agility, nutrition and
training. The camp is intended for
any athlete wishing to increase his or
her physical abilities and stay in-
jury-free, and it includes instruction
from professionals in the field.

All camps are located at the
Martinsville Campus. For the bro-
chure and application, visit
pingry.org or contact camp directors
Manny Tramontana or Joe Forte at
(908) 647-5555.

FIESTA…Lincoln School kindergarteners recently concluded their study of the
culture and geography of Mexico with a fiesta. Students donned handmade vests
and/or sombreros, presented their “passports” to participate in activities such as
the traditional Mexican Hat Dance, and then enjoyed authentic tacos and/or
tortillas. Pictured is Linda Steele assisting her p.m. class with their breaking of a
piñata.

School Event Encourages
Families, Kids to Read

EVERYTHING ZEN…Visiting author Jordan Sonneblick, center, pauses be-
tween assemblies for a photo with Joan Skubish, PTA chairperson, left, and
Maggie Savoca, Park PTA president.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The entire stu-
dent body and staff of Park Middle
School (along with some parents) re-
ceived a copy of Jordan Sonnenblick’s
“Zen and the Art of Faking It” in
December and shared the experience
of reading and discussing it.

One eighth grade English class
blogged about the book, had lunch and
held after-school discussion groups.
Students listened to Woody Guthrie
music (mentioned in the book), some
tried meditation and many voiced their
opinion on the book, which tracks new
kid in school San Lee as he navigates
his path through eighth grade.

Park parent Brian Miller constructed
a rock just like the one San meditates
on outside school as part of his ruse.
Several students and Park Middle
School principal Lisa Rebimbas got in
on the act and perched on the rock for
a few moments of contemplative si-
lence.

On January 14, the Park Middle
School PTA sponsored a visit from the
author, a former Phillipsburg Middle
School English teacher. He spoke with
all Park students in two assemblies
and facilitated writing workshops for
Park students in the afternoon.

The theme of his assemblies was
“my recipe to becoming a happy adult,”
which Mr. Sonnenblick explained he

achieved through finding something
he loved to do and doing it in such a
way that it helped others.

Mr. Sonnenblick shared how he be-
gan his writing career. One of his
students had a sibling with cancer. He
thought if she could read a book about
someone having a similar experience,
it might help.

After searching every resource he
could think of, he was not able to find
an appropriate book. In a little over a
year, he wrote, edited and published
“Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie.”
Mr. Sonneblick has gone on to publish
five books in total and is working on
more.

As part of the event, parents were
sent questions and students received a
coupon to T.G.I. Fridays to encourage
families to sit down to a meal and
discuss the book. The goal of the event
was to encourage literacy and to give
the students, staff and families the op-
portunity to have a shared experience.

“Whether the kids liked the book or
not was not the most relevant part of
this event. We wanted to have them
reading, expressing ideas and opin-
ions and understand the power of the
shared experience. The staff, PTA and
students really rose to the occasion
making this a very worthwhile event,”
Principal Rebimbas said.

Cranford Police, BOE
Produce Safe Routes Grant
CRANFORD — In June 2007, a

partnership between the Cranford Po-
lice Department and Board of Educa-
tion produced $90,000 in funding from
the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation to improve Cranford’s 13.5-
mile bike path and upgrade school cross-
walks under the Safe Routes to School
Grant.

Sergeant Edward Davenport and
Stephen Izzo, the school district’s man-
ager of grants and special programs,
teamed up again this past fall on a
successful Safe Routes to School II
Grant, through which a grant-awarded
solar-powered LED Pedestrian Cross-
walk Beacon will help make the trip to
Walnut Avenue School safer for bikers,
pedestrians and motorists, alike.

Specifically, the traffic-calming de-
vice should effectively improve driver
awareness of pedestrians at uncontrolled
crosswalks (defined as one without a
traffic signal) such as the one located at
Walnut and Blake Avenues.

When a pedestrian or crossing guard
pushes the button on the beacon, the
beacon’s yellow LED will flash, alert-

ing motorists at a distance of up to 165
feet that a pedestrian is about to enter
the roadway. At this point, the motorist
is required to yield to the pedestrian,
consistent with New Jersey state statute
N.J.S.A. 39:4-36.

The beacon, which will be operated
by a school crossing guard employed
by the Cranford Police Department
during school hours, will flash for up to
60 seconds, allowing the pedestrian
enough time to cross the street.

Beyond providing increased safety
for pedestrians — and, in particular,
child pedestrians traveling to and from
school — the beacon will provide the
added benefit of slowing down groups
of vehicles, thus allowing for more
gaps in traffic. That should give Walnut
Avenue pedestrians and bikers added
time to safely cross the street.

For more information on the Safe
Routes to School Grants, contact Sgt.
Davenport at er-
davenport@cranfordnj.org or (908)
272-2222 or Mr. Izzo at
izzo@cranfordschools.org or (908)
709-6207.
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A New Era: Generation Y
By YAMINI NABAR

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Don’t you know you can text much
faster using T9?” exclaimed the exas-
perated teenaged boy to his grand-
mother. A few seconds of silence
passed, during which an indescrib-
able discomfort filtered through the
beige walls of the dentist’s waiting
room. With unblinking eyes and an
admiring smile adorning her aged
face, she finally replied. “What?”

As I sat waiting in the dentist’s
office that December afternoon, I
couldn’t help but overhear this par-
ticular conversation. When I consid-
ered the discussion further, however,
I realized how truly common it is to
see teenagers teaching their parents
and grandparents how to use new
technological devices.

These teenagers are members of
Generation Y, hazily described as
those born between the mid-1970s
and the mid-1990s. Technology, di-
versity and education characterize
Generation Y, as do precociousness
and terrible grammar, a result of e-
mails, texts and instant messaging.

Since young adults today grew up
surrounded by computer games, the
Internet and cell phones, it comes as
no surprise that they are extremely
proficient in using the newest gadgets.

Despite this technological profi-
ciency, however, Generation Y has
been labeled spoiled, apathetic, cyni-
cal and materialistic. Will Genera-
tion Y be able to disprove this stereo-
type in the future?

Referred to as “Generation X on
steroids,” Generation Y has grown up
in a world unlike that of any genera-
tion before it. Consequently, our child-
hoods were filled with cell phones
and iPods, rather than Barbie dolls.

We remember events such as Y2K,
the SARS epidemic and Hurricane
Katrina. These are the powerful,
frightening incidents that shaped our
childhoods and adolescences, but
only we can determine which events
will shape our future and the future
of our country.

As a result of their distinctive child-
hood experiences, Generation Y indi-
viduals have shocked employers with
radical ideas, attitudes and work eth-
ics. Multigenerational workplaces
have now become the norm, and of-
ten, older employees marvel at their

bosses, college graduates young
enough to be their grandchildren.

These individuals are confident in
their own abilities, believe strongly
in the balance between life and work
and change jobs frequently. Due par-
tially to the dot-com bust, they are
financially savvy when it comes to
savings and retirement plans.

Thus far, Generation Y has proved
itself creative, independent and ca-
pable – a force to be reckoned with.

Armed with an excellent educa-
tion, innovative ideas and, most im-
portantly, passion, members of this
generation are aiming to change the
world. To accomplish these ambi-
tious goals, however, a perfect har-
mony must be achieved.

Though they possess no lack of
determination or originality, mem-
bers of Generation Y must learn to
view the world through the eyes of
their elders. Learning from older gen-
erations will allow them to better
understand their own role in the work-
place and the community.

As Generation Y grows older, it will
inherit global dilemmas like pollu-
tion, lack of natural resources, poverty
and terrorism. I have no doubt that
Generation Y, equipped with previous
generations’ wisdom, new technology
and the ability to use it, worldliness,
and ambition, will solve such prob-
lems with creativity, passion and flair.

I continued to watch the boy and
his grandmother out of the corner of
my eye. The boy pointed to the glow-
ing cell phone screen, explaining how
to text efficiently to his grandmother.
At last, she began to text slowly and
he pulled his own phone out of his
pocket, a smile, full of confidence
and joy, upon his face.

Yamini is a high school junior at
the Pingry School.

NO-STRINGS-ATTACHED…More than $1,200 in recent donations to Cranford
Public Schools’ Special Programs Fund, including $400 collected through Brookside
Place School’s holiday concert pretzel sale, funded the school’s purchase of a bass
for its orchestra. Pictured, from left to right, are: Jeannine Mongeon, who leads
the orchestra, fifth grade student bass players Katherine Drewniak and Ruby
Goldstein, as well as Michael Klimko, principal of Brookside.
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Students Make Wardlaw Honor Roll
AREA – Rhona Eserner, Upper

School Head at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison, has an-
nounced that the following students
from Westfield and Scotch Plains have
been named to the Honor Roll with
Distinction and Regular Honor Roll
for the second quarter of the 2008-
2009 academic year.

To be placed on the Honor Roll,

students must earn a grade-point av-
erage of 87 or higher, with no indi-
vidual grade below a “C.” To earn
Honor Roll with Distinction status,
students must earn a grade-point av-
erage of 93 or higher, with no indi-
vidual grade below a “B.”

The following students earned
Honor Roll with Distinction:

Billy Buchbinder, grade 9, Scotch
Plains; Brian Downing, grade 9,
Scotch Plains.

The following students made the
Honor Roll:

Chrystopher George, grade 12,
Westfield; Amanda Mosner, grade 12,
Westfield; Peter Minnium, grade 10,
Scotch Plains; Liban Ahmed, grade 9,
Scotch Plains; Catherine Badalamenti,
grade 9, Scotch Plains; Jessica Clarke,
grade 9, Scotch Plains; and David
Monte, grade 9, Scotch Plains.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

TALENTED MUSICIANS…Seven
Westfield High School students made
the New Jersey Youth Symphony. The
students, pictured, from left to right,
are: first row, Jason Qin, Alison Ricardo,
Christopher Walsh and Yixiao Wang;
second row, David Osterman, Caroline
Fahey and Tim Ko.

Union Catholic Seniors
To Enter Best Colleges
SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catho-

lic High School in Scotch Plains an-
nounced the early acceptances of stu-
dents to some of the most competitive
colleges and universities in the country.

Christopher Brown of Edison will

attend The Wharton School of Busi-
ness at the University of Pennsylvania
in the fall. Other members of the class
of 2009 have received acceptances
from Boston College, Villanova Uni-
versity, New York University, Provi-
dence College, Loyola University,
Fairfield University, University of
Richmond and Marquette University.

Union Catholic’s Christopher Brown

FOR THE GLOVE OF THE GAME…This year’s used book sale at McKinley
Elementary School not only had a large variety of books but also, authors Debbie
Moldovan and Kerri Conkling stopped by to personally autograph copies of their
new picture book, “A Glove of Their Own.” Proceeds from the evening’s events
went toward McKinley’s Early Act student committee so that they could purchase
sports equipment for kids in need.


