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10-Year-Old from Washington School
Writes About Her Being Redistricted

Consider Worthy Community Ideas to
Avoid Washington School Busing

Editor’s note: this letter was sent to the
Westfield Board of Education and copied
to the newspaper.

I was disappointed, but not surprised,
by last week’s vote. I respect your vote
and have a few thoughts I would like to
share. I understand you must have re-
ceived a lot of e-mails recently.

1. The reason our constitution sets up a
Senate with two Senators from each state
is to ensure that every state’s voice is
heard no matter how small that state is.
For this BOE , it just happened that there
are no members from the Washington
[school] community, but the redistricting
decision solely concerns Washington. Are
you sure from the bottom of your heart
this is the right thing to do?

2. This redistricting affects 21 Wash-
ington students this year (it’s 21 not 33).
Based on my calculation, without redis-
tricting, the class size for the incoming

Dear Dr. Dolan [Superintendent of
Westfield Schools]:

My name is Hope Rothenberg and I’m
a fifth grader at Washington school. I
know what you’re thinking, “Oh, she’s
only a silly little fifth grader trying to
make me change my mind about this
redistricting thing,” but that’s not true.
When I found out I wasn’t going to
Roosevelt, I started to tear.

I ran up to my room and literally
screamed. I’m not going to Edison with
any of my friends that I’ve known my
whole life. I can’t believe you would
make a little 10-year-old girl cry. I have
friends in Wilson and Franklin that I
promised I would be going to Roosevelt.

Kindergarten [at St. Paul’s] ended and
I found out I was going to a different
school than my friends for elementary. I
was very sad in first grade and had not one
friend for the whole year. I made some
friends in second grade and I don’t want
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Scotch Plains 2008
Financials Online

SCOTCH PLAINS – Dick Samuel,
chairman of the Scotch Plains Demo-
cratic Committee, said that the Scotch
Plains 2008 Financial Statement is now
available and can be purchased from your
township government for $31.50 or by
clicking on scotchplainsdems.org/
yourmunicipalgovernment. He also said
that some day this information will be
posted on the township website which
was initiated by Democratic Councilman
Kevin Glover.

It is now the job of the township staff to
provide us with this important informa-
tion. Until that happens, the Scotch Plains
Democrats will do that. As time goes by,
the Scotch Plains Democrats will provide
comments on aspects of this 58-page
document as they relate to the upcoming
budget process. We can only understand
where our tax money goes if we have
access to the relevant documents and
have some degree of explanation to help
us through them. This is one of the more
important obligations of an open govern-
ment.

Those who are interested in learning
more about the budget process or want to
help us in analyzing these documents,
please contact me at
r66samuel@yahoo.com. The Scotch
Plains Democratic Committee also has
set up a group entitled SCOTCH PLAINS
DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE on
Facebook, which is an open group so all
may join.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Richard Samuel

Thank You for
Donating to Food Drive

Thank you to all in Westfield,
Mountainside, Fanwood and Scotch
Plains who donated to our group’s food
drive for the Community FoodBank of NJ
in Hillside. “From the Bottom Up” formed
in mid-December with people from 12
towns in Union county, and decided to
conduct a food drive to coincide with the
Martin Luther King National Day of Ser-
vice.

We thank ShopRite of Garwood for
graciously donating bags. Thanks also to
those who gave us advice and insight on
how to organize a drive: Rose O’Hare
from Holy Trinity Food Pantry, and Kris
Mench, with the Boy Scouts Scouting for
Food program.

In each of our towns, we reached out to
our family, friends and neighbors asking
for donations. Your response was over-
whelming. From all our towns, we col-
lected over 300 bags of groceries along
with many boxes and cases of food. We
are very grateful for your generosity, as is
the FoodBank. Please know your dona-
tion made a difference.

Roz Blau, Mountainside
Arlene O’Reilly, Westfield

Marron-Meyerhoff
Family Thanks You

Family and friends of Michele Marron-
Meyerhoff would like to thank all of
those who contributed to a fund to offset
medical costs related to her battle with
scleroderma.

Michele, a lifelong resident of the
Westfield/Cranford area, died Saturday,
January 31, after a lengthy battle with the
rare and chronic autoimmune disease,
which caused severe damage to her lungs.

Michele had hoped to receive a trans-
plant of her own stem coils (a process in
which those cells are removed, cleansed
and reinfused into the body.)

However, after several setbacks, doc-
tors determined the procedure was not
feasible for Michele because of a variety
of complications, which developed.

Michele and her husband, Gary, have
frequently expressed their gratitude to the
many people who reached out to her dur-
ing the lengthy health crisis.

Donors, making contributions large and
small, provided more than $160,000 to
offset her extensive medical costs, many
of which were not covered by insurance,
Michele and Gary were overwhelmed by
the caring spirit shown by area residents
and even some people from out of state
whom they never met.

The remainder of the money in the
account held for Michele by the National
Foundation for Transplants will be used
to help another needy scleroderma pa-
tient.

The fundraising committee, which in-
cluded some of Michele’s classmates from
Westfield High School, co-workers from
the law firm where she was employed and
members of the Watchung Amateur Ski
Club, which occupied much of her leisure
time before the onset of her illness, would
like to express our deep appreciation for
the support shown by residents of the
community.

It was truly gratifying. Again, thank
you and God bless you.

Family and friends of Michele
Marron-Meyerhoff

Letters to the Editor
Donor Consent, Stem

Cell Research, and
Federal Funding

Jessi Furino’s letter (Feb. 5 in The
Westfield Leader and The Times) misses
an important point on stem cell research.
Embryonic stem cells are widely viewed
as holding the most promise of all for the
treatment and perhaps cure for such di-
verse and cruel diseases as Parkinson’s,
Alzheimer’s and Juvenile Diabetes. Each
year fertility clinics discard tens of thou-
sands of embryos during the process of
helping people who have difficulty con-
ceiving in their quest to start or add to a
family. Those embryos are not created for
the purpose of harvesting stem cells. With
donor consent, they can and should be
used to further stem cell research, and
federal funding is key to its advancement.

Jessi Furino writes, “[h]ow we spend
our tax dollars reflects what we value.” I
agree and can think of no greater cause
than the compassionate commitment to
eliminating the suffering caused by these
and other diseases by pursuing every ap-
propriate avenue of doing so as quickly as
possible.

The danger that embryos might be cre-
ated solely for the purpose of harvesting
stem cells or that human cloning might
gain acceptance can be addressed through
aggressive regulation. I see no humane or
logical justification, however, for prohib-
iting the federal funding of research of
embryonic stem cells created for the le-
gitimate goal of fostering fertility but
which turn out to be unusable for that
purpose.

Andrew Wasserman
Westfield

sixth grade is 28 at RIS [Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School]; with redistricting it’s
26. I don’t see how much difference 26
versus 28 makes at the middle school
level. In the elementary level, some classes
are 20, 22 or even 23. Basically, I don’t
see any urgency to redistrict this year.
Based on Mr. Solomon’s comments in
The Westfield Leader (and The Times on
February 5), redistricting has to be done
by 2013.

3. The best solution is voluntary redis-
tricting. I know we tried it before. My
understanding is we didn’t do it correctly.
As a parent, I never received a survey of
programs to attract me to send my kids to
EIS [Edison Intermediate School]. There
are a lot of ideas by the community and
some are creative that are worthy of your
consideration. Based on the enrollment
Dr. Dolan presented, we still have one to
two years to figure out the best solution.
We Washington parents don’t buy that
we already exhausted other options.

4. After reading Kim Beattie’s letter to
The Leader, it seems to me mandatory
redistricting at the elementary level is a
lot easier. When your kids start first grade,
you join the community, kids make
friends, and parents make connections.
But from fifth grade to intermediate, it’s
a big change in the young life and the
parents don’t want their kids to lose five
to six years of friendship. To solve this
imbalanced enrollment between RIS and
EIS effectively, I suggest you look into
redistricting the elementary school (for
example, sending close neighborhood kids
to McKinley from the north side).

5. Some comments on 21 versus 33
Washington kids. On Jan 13, Dr. Dolan
presented to BOE that 33 Washington
kids will be going to EIS this fall because
of this mandatory redistricting. On the
Jan. 21 Washington School parent meet-
ing, Dr. Dolan again said 33. One parent
questioned this number at the meeting
saying less than 25 kids [would be] going
to EIS based on her count. Again in the
Jan. 22 issue of The Leader, Dr. Dolan
said 33. And again on Jan. 29 issue of The
Leader, “The projected total for sixth
grade is 33 students from Washington
School heading to Edison this fall,” Dr.
Dolan said. It was not until yesterday did
Dr. Dolan get the number right. It’s 21.
The difference between 21 and 33 is just
too big to ignore. I was very surprised no
BOE member asked this question. I was
also very troubled by the 8-1 vote to this
poor-planned proposal. Anne Riegel, ev-
eryone in this community thanks you for
your one vote. It means a lot to us.

6. It seems based on Dr. Dolan’s pre-
sentation: there will be no school bus
going to RIS from Washington area. But
the Power Point presentation also said we
must offer transportation for students who
live more than 2 miles from school. The
students living in this area (sixth to eighth
graders) are more than 2 miles from RIS
and should be offered school busing. How
do these RIS students manage to go to
school if both parents work?

Ping Liu
Westfield

to have to leave them again.
The day after I found out I was going to

Edison, I was so sad I started to cry in the
middle of school. My teacher asked
“What’s wrong?” I replied with a fake
smile that told her she knew what was
wrong with me. She said “You now what,
it’s OK, it’s not final yet. That told me that
very second that this isn’t fair and it
shouldn’t happen. Not to me. Not again.
I need to do something.

I know you think Roosevelt is too
squished – but have you thought what all
the kids at Roosevelt think? Would they
rather be with their friends and be squished
or not be with their friends and have a
little more room, but not very much more?
I’ve asked people this question from Wil-
son and Franklin. They said number one.

You think too much of what’s best for
us when you aren’t a student. It shouldn’t
be your opinion, it should be ours. I want
you to hear my voice, my tears, and my
heart. This isn’t just me thinking this; this
is the citizens of our town.

When you were a kid, you must have
had a heart and a special friend that you
loved dearly. Imagine her moving to a
different state after you just met. Think of
all those good memories you had with her
that you wouldn’t have had if you never
saw her again. That’s what you are doing
to us. Can’t you see yourself tearing on
your pillow knowing “I will never be as
good of friends with her as I was — I will
maybe never see her again, and I will not
have some of the good memories that I
should have had? My dearest, truest friend
in the whole world is just a sad fad of life
now and will never come back.”

That’s how I feel right now as a little
fifth grader only 10. It’s like the Titanic
sinking to me. It’s like seeing yourself
suffer being so young. It could also be a
funeral for someone you care about very
much. Please, oh please, don’t split our
school up. I care about every person in it
and want it to stay together. Listen to your
heart. If you were I, you would be upset,
I know for sure. Why put us through this?
When you make your decision, think of
yourself being me, in my position. Feel
your heart and don’t split our school.

Hope Rothenberg
Westfield
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