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Hot Dogs on the Mat
Belong in the Cafeteria

PTO Member Calls for Easing the
Transition of Students To EIS

I read Al Rabinowitz’s “Headed for
Great Things” letter to the editor [January
29 edition of The Westfield Leader] 2009
where Al ends his last sentence with “I
hope that Bruce Johnson [Devils Den]
stops focusing on the stats of the glory
days of wrestling and starts realizing that
the Westfield wrestling program is headed
for great things.” Al also stated in his
article “the coaches had an eye towards
the future and wanted to keep the kids
around to mature…”

I was at the 2008 Chatham novice
Christmas tournament, and one of
Westfield’s coaches was drinking a hot
Dunkin Donuts coffee and eating hotdogs
while on the mat in the coach’s’ corner.
The Chatham tournament director (TD)
removed this Westfield coach from the
mat and sent him to the cafeteria. On the
way out, the TD said, “You Westfield
guys are always a problem!”

Now the TD may have been kidding,
but what kind of message does a coach
eating hot dogs and drinking coffee on the
mat send to the youth wrestlers Rabinowitz
claims he wants to help mature?

I wrestled for Pete Ward in the 70’s.
Pete never had a hot dog in his hand
during a match. Keith Grabel and Rick
Adelar took me to tournaments all around
the state in the 70’s and never once were
they drinking coffee on the mat. In the
80’s, I worked for Bill Jordan on tourna-
ment tables and as a referee for the in
town league, and I never saw Bill Jordan
chomping on a hot dog on the mat.

Bill’s son Paul, who took third in the
States at 160 in 92, coaches with me down
here and I’ve never once seen Paul drink
coffee on the mat in practice — let alone
in another town’s tournament. Three
weeks ago, I was at the Brick Mat Rat
tournament, and I saw Chuck Consenza

(1st in State for Westfield at 148 lbs. in
76’) in the Wall coach’s corner with his
kid, and Chuck didn’t have a buffet with
him.

For me, as a former wrestler, I am
dismayed at coaches who wear their nasty
street shoes on the mat where their kids
roll around with bare legs and shoulders
— but to be stuffing their faces with
hotdogs on the mat is unbelievable and
certainly not conducive to helping the
young Westfield wrestlers mature.

Al just moved to Westfield, but quite
frankly, I like hearing about Higgins, the
Gottlick brothers, Posey, Campbell,
Consenza, Staggard, the Giaconne broth-
ers and the ‘73 team. It gives those of us
who were actually there to see those wres-
tlers and teams something to talk about
other than Al’s optimism of how he is
going to turn the program around.

I remember telling Phil Gottlick in the
wrestling room that I took 2nd in the
States back to back in AAU wrestling,
and I remember Gottlick telling me it
didn’t matter until you get to the States in
High School. As crushing as that was to
hear in the 8th grade, Gottlick was right.

Al introduced himself to me and seems
like a nice guy, but if Al wants Bruce
Johnson to stop focusing on the glory
days, then he needs to get his coaches in
line first — and then win a team title or
send a few guys to the States — and
maybe even get his coaches some wres-
tling shoes to show those of us who actu-
ally saw glory days, that the current guys
running the program have a basic com-
prehension of the sport.

Then perhaps Johnson will have some-
thing new to write about other than coffee
and hotdogs.

Jay Factor
Fair Haven

There is no question that change is
always difficult, even though it often is
necessary to make a situation better for
the entire community. Recent events in-
volving the movement of a group of
Westfield students from Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School (RIS) to Edison Interme-
diate School proves this to be true.

I have been a member of the Parent
Teacher Council for many years. For most
of my time on the PTC, there has been
public dissatisfaction with overcrowding
at RIS. In response to these repeated
concerns, the [Westfield] Board of Ed.
and current and previous superintendents
have been active in seeking solutions to
this dilemma. Over the years, many tac-
tics have been proposed, although none
were embraced by the community or

proved successful in relieving the over-
crowding issue.

As a result, the district has found it
necessary to redistrict certain students to
alleviate the problem. As evidenced by
years of careful consideration of various
options and the recent proposed redis-
tricting, there is no easy way to solve this
problem. However, since 2001, I have
witnessed hours and hours of hard work
and effort go into trying to making a fair
decision – one that would resolve this
situation with as little change as possible,
but also in a fiscally responsible way.

I hope as a community we can put our
time and effort into easing the transition
of these students to EIS.

Joann Spera
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Stre – Straw
2. Cerrial – Pertaining to the bitter oak
3. Baquet – A small tub
4. Rese – To tremble or shake

HOAST
1. To cough
2. A small human forest denizen; an elf
3. A scar or ulcer underneath the skin
4. To fall away or decline

POWTER
1. Concerned with petty affairs
2. The act of rubbing; massaging
3. A comon domestic pigeon, with an

inflated breast
4. Persecute; oppress

HOLOUR
1. A large bowl in which fat is burned

by means of a wick
2. A fornicator or whoremonger
3. A confidence man; swindler
4. A surplus in supplies, materials, etc.

PRANDIAL
1. Bristled; standing erect
2. Given to creeping or crawling
3. Tapering to a point
4. Belonging to a meal, especially din-

ner

Parking Ticket Was Issued Although
Snow and Ice Covered the Numbers

Letters to the Editor

Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
Westfield Town Prosecutor Christine
Nugent and copied to the newspaper.

*****
On Thursday, January 29, 2009, I re-

ceived a ticket for overtime parking at the
North side train station parking lot (copy
enclosed). This was the morning after the
ice/snow storm on Wednesday. When I
parked my car at approx. 10 a.m., the spot
numbers were all covered by ice/snow
from the snow/sleet storm of the previous
evening, Consequently, I was unable at
that time to determine the spot number
and hence unable to pay for the spot at the
parking meter. All adjacent spot numbers
were also covered up.

I assumed there would be no way that
the parking rules could be enforced be-
cause of the physical situation in the lot.
At 10:31 a.m., officer Pierce wrote a
ticket for my parked VW at the North side
train station lot. By now, the sun had
come out and began to melt the snow. I
snapped a cell picture at 11:25 a.m., which
showed that my spot number was still
covered with snow and then went to the
parking office at police headquarters to
complain, but to no avail.

Later that day, officer Pierce stated to
me that earlier in the morning, he had
questioned his supervisor about whether

he should write tickets in the lot that
morning because of the conditions. He
said that even though he might be able to
see a spot number later in the morning, the
person parking their car earlier would not
have been able to see the number when
they parked due to the conditions. He was
told to write the tickets.

Later that morning when I spoke to
him, he stated that he was told after he
wrote my ticket to not write tickets if the
spot number was covered even if he could
determine the spot number by looking at
an adjacent spot. I was told by officer
Pierce to go to court to fight the ticket
since I have a valid argument and that it
probably won’t go to the judge.

I believe that the town should never
have ordered their officers to issue tickets
on a day following such a storm and that
enforcing this ticket would be grossly
unfair. I feel that maintaining such a policy
is counter-productive to sustaining a vi-
brant downtown. I believe there is more
than reasonable cause to abate this fine
and I respectfully request that this be
done.

Thanks for your consideration of this
matter.

Barry Thomashow
Westfield

News From the Capitol

Rep. Leonard Lance (908) 757-7835

Our economy is hurting.
The national jobless rate has recently

reached 7.6 percent – the highest since
September 1992. The economy has lost a
staggering 3.6 million jobs since the re-
cession began in December 2007.

Here in New Jersey, income and prop-
erty taxes are at an all-time high. Our state
is neck-deep in record debt. The current
economic crisis has many New Jerseyeans
worried about losing their jobs, their
homes, their investments and their retire-
ment future.

What our economy needs is a stimulus
bill that will create and maintain jobs and
help struggling families and small busi-
nesses. The spending must be targeted,
timely and temporary; the tax relief for
individuals and small businesses perma-
nent.

Last week, the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives passed an $825 billion stimu-
lus package – the single most expensive
bill in our nation’s history.

I voted against the measure because it
contained more spending than stimulus.
It would have exploded our national debt
without providing meaningful job growth
and necessary tax relief. We must do
better.

Of the bill’s $825 billion price tag,
$550 billion is new spending that will do
little to boost our economy. Only a frac-
tion of the dollars are targeted toward
“shovel-ready” projects that will keep
and create immediate jobs.

According to the nonpartisan Congres-
sional Budget Office (CBO), only 20
percent of the $825 billion contained in
the bill would be spent this year, with the
remainder spent over the next five to 10
years. That’s not good enough.

Much of the new spending is slated for
projects and government programs that

Stimulus Spending Must
Be Targeted, Timely

And Temporary

have nothing to do with jump-starting our
economy, like $1 billion for the Census;
$600 million to buy new cars for govern-
ment workers; and $275 million to update
computers at the U.S. State Department.

What’s more, federal budget estimates
place the real cost of the plan at $1.1
trillion. While millions of Americans are
facing tough spending decisions in today’s
economy, the House-passed stimulus bill
doesn’t contain a single spending cut.

Our nation is saddled with more than
$10 trillion in debt. It would be gravely
irresponsible to borrow another $1.1 tril-
lion and pass this massive debt on to our
children.

I recently met with President Barack
Obama to review the economic stimulus
package and was one of a handful of
Republicans who participated in a White
House meeting the President’s chief of
staff, Rahm Emanuel.

Both were sincere, thoughtful and open
discussions, and I agree with the
President’s message of bipartisan inclu-
siveness in crafting a strong stimulus pack-
age.

For my part, I supported an alternative
plan that would create twice as many jobs
at half the cost to the taxpayers, while
providing permanent tax relief for work-
ing families and small businesses.

As a member of the House Financial
Services Committee, I am working in a
bipartisan fashion to provide assistance
to homeowners who are facing mortgage
default and foreclosure.

Like President Obama, I believe it is
time to end the partisanship and begin
working together on a real bipartisan
stimulus plan that reduces wasteful spend-
ing and helps protect and create jobs
through fast-acting tax relief for middle-
class families and small businesses.

SP Library Director
Comments on Archives

We were pleased to see the digital
newspapers featured in an article in your
recent edition [January 22, 2009; The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and The
Westfield Leader]. However, we feel it
essential to note that a large amount of
funding from a NJ State DCA SHARE
grant supported the Joint Project of the
Scotch Plains Public Library and Fanwood
Memorial Library to digitize the archival
holdings of our papers.

In addition, that funding along with
generous donations and contributions
from the Friends of the Library groups of
both libraries allowed us to create both an
attractive on-line web presence as well as
a user-friendly search engine for easy
retrieval of information.

Making information usable for the gen-
eral public has always been a prime con-
cern of local librarians. We spent many
hours working with Pete Billson of ELB
Internet to brainstorm the best manner in
which to present the digitized files and to
create a site that not only worked smoothly
but also allowed the user at home or from
within the library to quickly access the
specific information they required.

Our digital archives are more compre-
hensive than just the newspaper files. We
have a complete run of the local SP-F
high school yearbooks as well as other
searchable, digitized books of local inter-
est and a growing ephemera collection
celebrating the shared history of our two
towns.

We congratulate Westfield Public Li-
brary on completing the full back run of
the paper. They were able to build on our
efforts, using the same format for a search
engine and presentation we designed with
Pete Billson.

To correct a slight misconception, while
microfilm allows for cheaper and cleaner
digitization, we would stress that the mi-
crofilm versions of the paper were not
searchable, difficult to print, and only
accessible from within the library build-
ing. We are proud of our collaborative
efforts, which have created this valuable
resource and urge interested researchers
to take a look at our Joint Digital Ar-
chives at www.thejointlibrary.org.

Meg Kolaya, Director
Scotch Plains Public Library

Change in Washington,
D.C., is Needed

So far, there doesn’t seem to be much
change in Washington. President Obama
has frozen the salaries of his staff making
over $100,000. He is going after the Wall
Street bonus problem, but I have some
suggestions!

Freeze all salaries for federal workers
and have them pay towards their health
plans and pensions.

Freeze or give pay cuts to all members
of the Senate and Congress. The very
same people who vote themselves a COLA
raise every year! Many of whom are mil-
lionaires!

Have the politicians pay toward their
health plans and pensions. No one outside
of Washington can receive a pension for
only working four years. Politicians can
receive a pension after serving only one
four-year term!

Stop the freebies they receive such as
free meals, free trips, haircuts, etc.? I
believe we pay for them.

It is time they feel what we are feeling.
Since they cannot do their job in balanc-
ing the budget, then they do not deserve
what they receive. This would show the
voters that our politicians are being asked
to make sacrifices also! That would be
change!

Barbara Edwards
Scotch Plains

Legion Thanked for
Iraq Care Package

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent from
Camp Ramadi, Al Anbar, Iraq, to the
American Legion Post 3 in Westfield and
given to the newspaper for publication.

Dear American Legion Post 3, Thank
you for your unwavering and unselfish
support of the Marines, sailors and sol-
diers of Camp Ramadi. Your kindness
and thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated.
When we receive a care-package, we
place them in a free room for military
members to come pick up what they want.
Your generous support provides an im-
measurable boost to morale and invigo-
rates our Marines, sailors and soldiers as
they execute their mission far from home.

Thank you again for genuine interest in
our well being during this deployment.
Please know that your Armed Forces con-
tinue to serve our great nation with a
steadfast courage that cannot be quanti-
fied.

Sgt. Casey Holbrook
HQ 81st HBCT, UMT

Brigade Chaplain Assistant

Lance is Responsible
With Taxpayer Money
The $819 billion “stimulus” bill that

the House of Representatives passed on
January 28, 2009 is shameful. I’m pleased
to see that our new congressman – Leonard
Lance – voted against the bill because it
was too expensive and would not have
provided the proper stimulus to get us out
of the current economic recession.

Every American wants our economy
back on track, but our elected officials
have an obligation to be responsible with
taxpayer money. I’m glad Congressman
Lance understands this. I supported and
voted for Leonard Lance because as a
state legislator, he demonstrated fiscal
responsibility.

I’m not sure what the final stimulus
package will encompass, but I trust Con-
gressman Lance to make the best decision
for his constituents and the country,
whether he is voting yea or nay. If we had
more state and federal legislators like
Lance, we probably wouldn’t be in the
mess we are today.

Alexander Smith
Scotch Plains

What is a Tag Sale in
1909 Leader Edition?
Congratulations to the Westfield Me-

morial Library and The Westfield Leader
for placing 100 years of the newspaper on
the Internet. As president of the Children’s
Specialized Hospital Auxiliary, I recently
used the website to research the year 1909
for the Auxiliary’s centennial. I was able
to find an article on our first fundraiser, a
tag sale held on April 21, 1909, in which
we raised over $500 for the hospital.

What a thrill it was to be able to read the
actual account of this event to the mem-
bership at our February meeting. I wish to
thank the staffs of both The Leader and
the Library including Phil Israel, Execu-
tive Director; Jennifer Schulze, Head
Reference Librarian; Jeffrey Bennet,
Technology Librarian for all their hard
work in making this exceptional research
tool possible and free.

I especially wish to thank publisher
Horace Corbin of The Westfield Leader
for his efforts and ingenuity in develop-
ing this project. I hope the citizens of
Westfield will take full advantage of this
wonderful resource.

On a side note, I’d like to ask the
readers of The Leader if they know what
a “tag sale” would have been in 1909.
From the description in the article, it’s
definitely not what we consider a tag sale
today.

Gail Sloan
Westfield

Westfield Town Government Can
Lead in Transparency Reform

Union County and the 21 towns in the county incur
lawsuits brought by employees for various reasons.
Often, these lawsuits are settled out of court, with the
costs and details kept secret. The details are shielded
from the Open Public Records Act (OPRA) under
the guise of “personnel matter.” More and more
meetings are conducted in “executive session” –
meaning, “in secret.”

We don’t think this is right. Tens and hundreds,
sometimes millions of dollars of taxpayer money
disappear into this abyss with no transparency or
public accountability. The costs to the taxpayer are
much more than the settlement; there is a plethora of
lawyers’ fees and insurance premiums bundled into
the morass. It’s their form of self-installed economic
stimulus – year-round, 24/7.

We call for all these proceedings to be made public
– while in progress and with a full accounting at the
conclusion. Let’s see the cost and see who’s getting
what of your money. Let’s see how much time of
public employees is being wasted, too.

Let the merits of these cases stand in public view,
and the chips will fall where they may.

The Town of Westfield last Friday settled a lawsuit
between itself (you, the taxpayer) and police officer
Sandra Chambers. This is her second plunge into the
public coffers. We could not find out the details of the

first settlement a few years ago. We are pursuing the
details of the current settlement. We’ve been told –
though Westfield cannot confirm – that there is no
confidentiality agreement in the settlement. Presum-
ably, this means we will be able to report the facts to
you in the near future – maybe even get a copy of the
documents plus a total of all the legal bills.

Even if figures become known, unfortunately, the
total cost to the taxpayers of Westfield will be nebu-
lous. While the town’s insurance may cover a large
portion of the payout, future insurance premiums
will be raised to recoup their costs.

We hope Westfield, a good municipal government,
leads the way in “called-for” reform and gives the
public the facts on the Chambers’ case. Then, we
hope all other towns and the county follow the lead.

We quote from last week’s presidential memoran-
dum on “transparency.”

“Government should be transparent. Transpar-
ency promotes accountability and provides informa-
tion for citizens about what their government is
doing...Government should be participatory. Public
engagement enhances the government’s effective-
ness and improves the quality of its decisions.”

We agree with the President. The public needs an
in-depth look, not a glimpse, of what government is
doing with your money.
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Westfield BOE President Leiz Clarifies Statement
In Newspaper Article on Washington School Community
In the January 29 edition of The

Westfield Leader, it was reported that
Westfield Superintendent of Schools, Dr.
Margaret Dolan, and I were interviewed
regarding Westfield parents’ concerns
about the intermediate school redistrict-
ing plan.

The reporter asked Dr. Dolan why the
identified neighborhood was chosen. In
response, Dr. Dolan noted that many ar-
eas were looked at, but for the most part,
either their student populations didn’t meet
the five-year grade level targets or that
“there was no way we could transport

them efficiently.”
In my attempt to clarify why this area

met the criteria of the plan, I used an
incorrect term in my explanation. I regret
that my published response may have
been perceived as insulting or hurtful;
that was not my intention.

My objective at the time was to de-
scribe the new attendance zone area as a
tight-knit community of densely child-
populated, kid-friendly families. Wash-
ington School is a wonderful community
of families who I know are passionate
about preserving the vitality, rich tradi-
tions and values that are the foundation of
Westfield; traditions and values, which I
hold just as dear.

Ginny Leiz
President, Westfield Board of

Education


