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Environmental Group Sues
Over Parkway Expansion

AREA — The Tri-State Transpor-
tation Campaign and Eastern Envi-
ronmental Law Center have filed suit
in state Appellate Court against the
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection’s approvals of the
New Jersey Turnpike Authority’s
(NJTA) plans to widen the Garden
State Parkway one lane in each direc-
tion from exits 30 to 80.

New Jersey is seeking to use fed-
eral stimulus money to pay for the
Parkway widening. The campaign
said it warned against using stimulus
money for the project and released a
list of other “shovel-ready” projects
they said would provide more and
better congestion relief while stimu-
lating the economy.

“Funding highway expansion
projects to stimulate the economy
represents a lose-lose. Investing in
mass transit and fixing our crumbling
roads and bridges will produce more
jobs, reduce traffic congestion, and
have less impact on our natural re-
sources,” said Kate Slevin, executive
director of the campaign.

A press release from the campaign
fund said the environmental docu-
ments for the Parkway project indi-
cate that portions of the wider road
will be filled with traffic as soon as
construction is complete.

“The Turnpike Authority has not
made the case that this project will
provide any long-term congestion re-
lief, nor has it seriously investigated
more effective, cheaper alternatives,”

said Kyle Wiswall, general counsel
for the campaign. “The New Jersey
Turnpike Authority’s application fails
to justify the expansion of the Park-
way through some of the most envi-
ronmentally sensitive areas of the
state, including the shore’s tidal wet-
lands and the Pinelands Preserve.”

The lawsuit contends that the per-
mit applications for the Parkway ex-
pansion do not accurately character-
ize current traffic conditions by ig-
noring that congestion occurs “only
on summer weekends,” fail to take
dropping traffic volumes into account,
and ignore the secondary impacts such
as development that would result in
the corridor due to the expanded ca-
pacity of the highways.

The lawsuit also alleges that the
turnpike authority failed to consider
alternatives to widening such as mass
transit and traffic management.

Among the projects recommended
instead of the Parkway are the Pulaski
Skyway Bridge replacement on Route
1 and 9, the Parkway/Interstate 78
interchange project, Newark Penn
Station platform rehabilitation, and
new transit tunnel from New Jersey
to New York known as the Access to
the Region’s Core project.

The Record of Bergen County re-
ported that the Turnpike declined to
comment on the lawsuit.

 “The Turnpike Authority is not a
named party in the lawsuit and as a
result we do not have a comment,”
spokesman Joe Orlando told the paper.

The state’s largest sleep center.

We’re the #1 reason New Jersey
sleeps well.

The renowned sleep disorder centers, at Morristown Memorial Hospital

and Overlook Hospital, are nationally accredited. Our centers of

excellence are staffed by experienced, board-certified sleep

physicians, and two of our co-medical directors were named Top

Doctors by New Jersey Monthly magazine. Our specially trained sleep

technologists use the latest, state-of-the-art diagnostic sleep

studies to identify the cause and type of your sleep disorder. We

then customize the most appropriate, most effective treatment and

follow up plan. Our sleep centers are part of our pulmonary center

of excellence, a leader in every aspect of pulmonary medicine. If

you’re looking for a good night’s sleep, you’ll find it right here. 

To schedule an appointment at Morristown Memorial Hospital call 866-391-0287 or 
Overlook Hospital, call 866-588-6809. For more information visit atlantichealth.org.

County Clerk’s Office Now
Open Saturdays in Westfield
WESTFIELD – Union County

Clerk Joanne Rajoppi has announced
that the Westfield county’s clerk’s
office is now open for business on
Saturday mornings. She said the new
hours are intended to increase the
availability of the clerk’s services to
the public beyond the weekday busi-
ness hours.

“The new hours at my office in
Westfield are intended to help those
who are unable to access our services
during the week,” Ms. Rajoppi said.
“Whether you are applying for a pass-
port or an identification card, or need
assistance with a notary, my staff can
assist you on Saturday mornings now
in addition to our other convenient
weekday hours.”

The Westfield annex of the county
clerk’s office is located at 300 North
Avenue, East. Its new office hours are
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays; 8 a.m.
to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days; and from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
The Westfield annex is the only county
clerk’s office in the state that is open
during evening hours. The phone

number at the Westfield Annex is
(908) 654-9859.

The Elizabeth office of the county
clerk, located in the Union County
Courthouse at 2 Broad Street in Eliza-
beth, is open from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., Monday through Friday. The
phone number in Elizabeth is (908)
527-4966.

During the month of February, Ms.
Rajoppi said she will waive the normal
$10 fee for having a photo taken when
you apply for a passport, passcard or a
Union County photo identification card
at the county clerk’s offices in Eliza-
beth and Westfield.

Passport application forms may be
obtained at either of the Union County
clerk’s two offices. Applications for
passports and related information also
can be found online at ucnj.org/
ctyclerk/passport.html.

Clients are asked to arrive at least
15 minutes prior to closing time to
allow for staff assistance with the
passport process. For more informa-
tion about obtaining a U.S. passport,
passcard or Union County photo iden-
tification card, call (908) 527-4966.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Scutari Seeks to Change Terms
Of Senators to Five Years

State Senator Nicholas Scutari (LD-
22, Linden) has introduced legisla-
tion calling for state senators’ elec-
tions to occur every five years, in-
stead of the current 10-year cycle of
one two-year term followed by two
four-year terms. The bill would also
have Assembly members alternating
between two-year and three-year
terms, rather than the two-year terms.

Mr. Scutari said he believes longer
terms would mean fewer elections
and reduce the need for lawmakers to
seek campaign contributions and pro-
vide a long-term approach to law-
making.
NJ In Line to Receive $15.77 Bil.

In Federal Stimulus Funds
New Jersey was in line to receive

$15.77 billionas of January 23  from
the federal stimulus package currently
being considered by the  Senate, ac-
cording to the Center for American
Progress. A total of 11.33 percent of
the money would be set aside to help
balance the state budget while the
remainder would be used for specific
programs and tax cuts.

Dems Target Lance, 27 Others,
For Voting Against Stimulus
The Democratic Congressional

Campaign Committee (DCCC) is tar-
geting 28 Republicans, including Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th, Union), who
voted against the House stimulus
package, with an advertising and
grassroots campaign, The Hill has
reported.

The “Families First” campaign ac-
cuses Republicans of putting the needs
of banks before the needs of strug-
gling families.

Also targeted are members of
House leadership including Whip Eric
Cantor (R-Va.) and Pete Sessions (R-
Tex.), the chairman of the National
Republican Congressional Commit-
tee.
Pallone Wants Probe of Brown’s

Attendance at Christie Event
Rep. Frank Pallone (D-Long

Branch) has called on the U.S. Justice
Department to investigate whether
First Assistant U.S. Attorney Michelle
Brown violated any federal laws by
attending a social/political event at
the home of her former boss, ex-U.S.
Attorney turned Republican candi-
date for Governor, Chris Christie,
politickernj.com has reported. Mr.
Pallone said the event included
speeches about campaign fundraising
strategies from Republican
fundraisers and remarks from cam-
paign staffers.

A spokesman for the U.S.
Attorney’s office said Ms. Brown did
nothing wrong. “We are not required

to act like cloistered drones when it
comes to the political process,”
spokesman Michael Drewniak said.

Justice Ginsburg Has Surgery
For Pancreatic Cancer

United States Supreme Court Jus-
tice Ruth Bader Ginsburg was oper-
ated on last week for pancreatic can-
cer, the Associated Press has reported.
The surgery took place at Memorial
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in
New York.

Justice Ginsburg, the only woman
on the court, had surgery in 1999 for
colon cancer and was treated with
chemotherapy and radiation.
Daschle Withdraws Nomination
For Health, Human Services Sec.

Former South Dakota U.S. Senator
Tom Daschle has withdrawn his nomi-
nation to be Health and Human Ser-
vices Secretary. The senator has faced
increased opposition over a late pay-
ment for over $128,000 in taxes.

“This work will require a leader
who can operate with the full faith of
Congress and the American people,
and without distraction. Right now, I
am not that leader and I do not want
to be a distraction,” he said in a state-
ment.

Nancy Killefer, President Barack
Obama’s nominee to be the country’s
first chief performance officer, also
pulled out because she failed to pay
$947 in unemployment compensa-
tion for a household employee.

Asm. Fisher to Be Named New
State Agriculture Secretary

State Assemblyman Douglas Fisher
(LD-3, Bridgeton), a Democrat, is
expected to be nominated as New
Jersey’s new Secretary of Agricul-
ture, politickernj.com has reported.
He would replace Charles Kuperus,
who was asked to resign in December
at the request of the Board of Agricul-
ture.

PSE&G Seeks to Spend

$200 Million on Solar Panels
Public Service, Electric and Gas

Co. (PSE&G) has announced that it
will install solar panels on 200,000
utility poles, as well as on school and
municipal buildings, low-income
housing  and closed garbage dumps
over five years at a cost of $773
million, The New York Times has re-
ported. State approval of the plan is
required.
Bergen, Hoboken Fined Millions

On Early Retirement Programs
Bergen County and Hoboken have

been fined millions of dollars for ap-
proving early retirement programs
for their employees without state ap-
proval. Bergen County has been fined
$1.4 million and Hoboken will have
to pay $4.2 million.
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Rape Crisis Ctr. Offers
Assistance in Spanish
ELIZABETH – A new bilingual ser-

vice from the Union County Rape Crisis
Center is enabling Spanish-speaking vic-
tims of sexual assault to seek help and
support in their native language.

The Rape Crisis Center has been
part of Union County’s Department
of Human Services since 1984.
Trained professionals provide coun-
seling in person to victims, their fami-
lies and friends. The center also runs
a 24-hour hotline, (908) 233-7273.

Staff and trained volunteers step
in, on the victim’s request. They pro-
vide crisis counseling, and they go
with the victim to the hospital, police
station and/or court.

 Until recently, these services have
been offered primarily in English.
Now, bilingual staff is available for
persons who need help in Spanish.
For information, visit ucnj.org and
unioncountyrapecrisiscenter.blogspot.com
or call (908) 233-7273.

TRENTON — State Assemblyman
Richard Merkt (LD-25, Mendham), a
candidate for governor, stated that he
welcomes former United States At-
torney Chris Christie’s entry into the
governor’s race, saying that Mr.
Christie’s running broadens the range
of choices for voters in the 2009 GOP
gubernatorial primary.

 “Chris was a fine federal prosecutor,
and he will be an interesting candidate
for governor. Giving voters a wider
range of choices for governor only en-
hances our party’s chances of success
in the fall election,” Mr. Merkt said.

Mr. Merkt said the Republican
primary process should be open and
fair to all candidates for governor.

“The decision on who wins our
party’s nomination for governor
should rest solely with the voters,”
Mr. Merkt said. “An open, competi-
tive, and fair primary will properly
‘vet’ our nominee and thoroughly test
his mettle before he faces the Demo-

Merkt Welcomes Christie,
Call for GOP Cand. Debate

crats’ nominee in the fall election.”
Mr. Merkt renewed his call for a

series of public debates among all
candidates for the GOP nomination
for governor.

“With the field of Republican gu-
bernatorial hopefuls seemingly com-
plete, it’s time for debates to start
without delay,” he said. “The con-
tenders should all put their cards on
the table and let the voters decide
who will best represent their interests
as the nominee.”

Mr. Merkt said the public already
knows that the current situation in
New Jersey is bad and now wants to
hear specifics on how the candidates
will make things better.

“The real question voters want to
ask each would-be governor is sim-
ply this: ‘Exactly how would you
lead us from the trouble we’re in
today to a more prosperous New
Jersey?’” Mr. Merkt said. “After four
years of empty promises and lame
excuses from Jon Corzine, the people
want specific details from GOP can-
didates about how they will govern,
not just more vague rhetoric about
good intentions. It’s time for straight
answers to hard questions about New
Jersey’s future, and I’m really look-
ing forward to this opportunity to
chart a specific Republican course
for our state’s recovery.”

Malool to Hold Next
Listening Post Feb. 28
SCOTCH PLAINS — Township

Mayor Nancy Malool has announced
that she will hold her next listening
post on Saturday, September 28, at
the south side firehouse.

The event, to be held from 9 a.m.
until noon, is an opportunity for town-
ship residents to meet the mayor one-
on-one. Mayor Malool, who revived
the listening post when she took over
as mayor in January, is holding the
informal sessions at various locations
in town. The January session was
held at the Highlander Restaurant.


