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BIRTHDAY ORGANIZERS...Middle school students from The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison gathered during homeroom period on February 4 to
assemble birthday bags for The Emmanuel Cancer Foundation in Scotch Plains,
which aids families with children who have cancer.

Students Assemble Bags
For Children with Cancer

SCOTCH PLAINS – Birthdays for
children with cancer will be brighter
thanks to the efforts of middle school
students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison who last week as-
sembled and donated the ingredients
for “Birthday Bags,” which were de-
livered to The Emmanuel Cancer Foun-
dation (ECF) in Scotch Plains.

The bags include all of the things
that make a child’s birthday complete:
paper goods, candles, decorations, cake
mix, icing, sprinkles, party hats, gift
wrap, a birthday card and more.

Nisha Tamhankar of Scotch Plains,
middle school science teacher and sixth
grade coordinator, organized the out-
reach project. The Emmanuel Cancer
Foundation is a nonprofit organiza-
tion that provides free support to fami-
lies with a child diagnosed with can-

cer.
“What we have found over the years

of service was that a child’s birthday
was ‘dropped out’ due to extremely
tight family budgets,” said an ECF
representative. “The family’s funds
had to go to help the sick child get well
and provide basic needs. Your putting
together a birthday bag and donating it
allows us to celebrate a child’s birth-
day, which otherwise would be forgot-
ten.”

Barbara Kopel, Central Regional
Manager of ECF, will visit the middle
school students on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 11, at 12:30 p.m. during middle
school lunch to provide a deeper back-
ground about the foundation’s mis-
sion and to express the importance of
its contribution to children with can-
cer.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LINCOLN TURNS 200…School-age children celebrated Abraham Lincoln’s 200th birthday on Sunday at the Scotch Plains
Library by using Lincoln Logs to recreate the 16th President’s boyhood village.

County to Seek Proposals
To Privatize Golf Clubhouses

more efficient way to run our golf op-
erations.”

Mr. Sanchez said the maintenance of
the golf facilities would remain under
county control.

Mr. Devanney has proposed in his
budget that the Oak Ridge golf course
in Clark be closed due to a $400,000
deficit last year and the multi-million
costs needed to refurbish its historic
clubhouse. The county golf operations
lost a combined $700,000 in 2008.

“It (privatization) is something we
have to look at,” Mr. Sanchez said.

Mr. Sanchez said while the company
that runs the facilities would focus on
golf courses Galloping Hill in Union
and Ashbrook in Scotch Plains, the
company might recommend the reopen-
ing of Oak Ridge if it believes it can be
operated at a profit.

“We would like to have three golf
courses, but right now, it doesn’t [make]
financial sense,” Mr. Sanchez said.

In other business, the freeholders
received a presentation on a multi-ju-
risdictional hazard mitigation plan de-
veloped by James Lee & Associates
with input from the Union County Of-
fice of Emergency Management and 13
of the 21 municipalities in the country
as well as the public. James Lee &
Associates was hired as the project’s
technical consultant.

Anthony Mangeri of James Lee told
the freeholders that hazard mitigation
planning identifies areas to reduce or
eliminate risk before a natural or
manmade disaster occurs.

The county received a $325,000 Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) grant to develop the plan.

The report identified potential disas-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DRUMMIN’ UP AUTOGRAPHS...Legendary rock-and-roll drummer Carmine
Appice signed autographs for about 150 drummers – young and old – after hosting
a 90-minute clinic on Saturday during the Day of Percussion at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CAMPAIGN KICKOFF... Former United States Attorney for New Jersey Chris
Christie speaks to supporters last Thursday at a Cranford rally kicking off his
campaign for governor. Mr. Christie, a former Morris County Freeholder, held
two days of events statewide in launching his campaign. See story on page 2.

Final Antenna Spot On Cell Tower
To Be Leased for Added Revenue

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday agreed to a
resolution allowing the sixth and fi-
nal antenna spot on the cell tower at
the southside firehouse to be auc-
tioned off to a service provider.

Deputy Mayor Jeffrey Strauss said
the use of the cell tower for antennas
“provides income to the township
and enhances cell phone service.” At
the council’s regular meeting, he said
the available spot is at the 100-foot
level of the tower, which was com-
pleted in 2006. Annual revenue to the
township from the leasing of the tower
to cell phone companies is estimated
to be about $100,000 annually.

The council gave final approval to

an amendment to a $109,000 bond
ordinance that will allow a shared-
service initiative to proceed at the
former Sevell property on Cooper
Road, which was purchased several
years ago by Union County. Mr.
Strauss said that, if the county fol-
lows through with its plans to de-
velop the property into a park and
ballfields, then Scotch Plains — in
conjunction with Fanwood and the
board of education — will build an
equipment storage facility that will
be shared by the three entities.

The council also introduced ordi-
nances setting fees for a variety of
activities at Scotch Hills Country Club
and allowing the mayor and deputy
mayor to set fees for performing mar-
riages. Both will be voted on after

public hearings at the council’s Feb-
ruary 24 meeting. The council also
approved a resolution allowing At-
lantic Ambulance Corp. to serve as an
emergency responder if the local res-
cue squad is unable to respond to an
emergency in a timely manner. The
agreement, said Councilwoman Mary
DePaola, “gives us a back-up.”

Mayor Nancy Malool announced
that the next “Coffee with the Mayor,”
known as the listening post, which
gives residents the opportunity to sit
and speak with the mayor about local
issues, would be on Saturday, Febru-
ary 28, between 9 a.m. and noon at
the southside firehouse, which is lo-
cated at the corner of Martine Avenue
and Raritan Road.

Mayor Malool issued a proclama-
tion declaring the week of February 2
and 9 as Scouting Anniversary Week.
Seventeen members of Boy Scout
Troop 104 led off the meeting with
the salute to the flag.

The mayor issued another procla-
mation declaring March as Youth Art
Month. The council passed a resolu-
tion recognizing Judy Wussler, who
was recently lauded by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district for
her achievements and accomplish-
ments in the field of music. A similar
resolution was approved in honor of
the late Matthew Edward Clancy, a
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
graduate who received college de-
grees in music education.

Fanwood Expects Reduced State Aid,
Considers Cutting Police Position

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — The County of
Union is expected to send out request
for proposals (RFPs) within two weeks
for professional firms interested in
managing the clubhouse operations at
the county’s public golf courses. This
announcement comes after County
Manager George Devanney said two
weeks ago that the privatization plan
for two golf course clubhouses was
under consideration by the Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

Armando Sanchez, director of golf
operations for the county, told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times after
last Thursday’s Board of Chosen Free-
holders meeting that the companies
would be asked to submit bids with
budgets for day-to-day operations of
the courses, including all revenue pro-
ducers for the courses as well as mar-
keting of the golf operations. He said
the contract would likely be for five
years.

In his executive budget, Mr.
Devanney said the firm that is awarded
the contract would be required to de-
velop additional revenue sources for
the golf operations “with the objective
of attaining profitability.”

Mr. Sanchez said the county expects
to have the RFPs in hand by March and
to have the freeholders award the con-
tract by the summer. Those employees
who work in the clubhouses would
become employees of the private com-
pany although the county would retain
control over the hiring and firing of
workers, Mr. Sanchez said.

Mr. Sanchez said the county would
not compete against private golf courses
in the area, but instead “bring a much

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council, at
their regular monthly meeting Tues-
day night, addressed multiple issues

relating to development of the 2009
municipal budget.

Mayor Mahr, responding to ques-
tions during the meeting’s public com-
ment portion, confirmed that
Fanwood, like most other towns, ex-
pects less municipal aid from the state
this year.

“We’re preparing for a cut, [but]
we’ll find out in mid-March exactly
what that means,” the mayor said.

However, Mayor Mahr also stood
by statements made by borough offi-
cials at last week’s agenda meeting;
she said “at first blush,” this year’s
budget picture “appears not as bleak”
as last year’s.

“Our [budget] surplus has been re-
generated much more than we
thought…our [downtown redevelop-
ment] ratables are coming on,” said
Mayor Mahr, but she also said, “we still
are looking at making line-item cuts.”

As an example, responding to a
question from Watson Road resident
David Pickering, the mayor said the
borough is planning to cut another
police officer position.

On a related note, earlier in the
meeting, the governing body ap-
proved a measure setting an $18 to
$20 per-hour salary range for nine
civilian police dispatchers, some of
whom are currently being trained.

Also regarding the budget, Mayor
Mahr said borough officials are watch-
ing proposed state legislation that
would give municipalities the option
of deferring up to half of certain pen-
sion fund obligations.

In the event that the measure is
approved, the mayor said, “We’re
playing with the different numbers
now” in an effort to determine whether
the borough would choose to defer
any contributions and spread out re-
payment over a 30-year period.

Summing up the early budget sce-
nario, the mayor pointed to the
borough’s “good fiscal management”
and said, “We made some very diffi-
cult decisions last year that have po-
sitioned us better this year.”

Mayor Mahr said the borough still
plans to set up a “budget review com-
mittee” next month, as the governing
body begins drafting its spending plan.

In other business, resident Michael

D’Antono asked the governing body
about the status of the Station Square
redevelopment at LaGrande and Sec-
ond Avenues, where the former Dean
Oil business was located.

The mayor said the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(DEP) supervised “a lengthy process”
aimed at removing contaminated dirt.

“What’s there [now] is clean soil,”
Mayor Mahr said.

“It would be nice to get that con-
struction going and get some ratables,”
said Mr. D’Antono.

The governing body also approved
a resolution that enables the borough
to join the state’s “Hazardous Dis-
charge Site Remediation Fund” pro-
gram; this would be used to help fi-
nance any required remediation work
at the former Livingston-Wilbor site
on South Avenue, which the borough
purchased for redevelopment last year.

Recreation Director Bob Budiansky
and other borough officials honored
former recreation commission chair-
man Pam Sayles, who was presented
with a plaque.

Mr. Budiansky said Mrs. Sayles,
who has moved with her family to
Scotch Plains, “was a great volunteer
and a great citizen of Fanwood.” He
said Mrs. Sayles served on the recre-
ation commission for more than 10
years and helped “make our parks
and playgrounds a better place.”

“Volunteering is a great thing; I
met most of my friends that way,”
said Mrs. Sayles, adding about
Fanwood, “I kind of feel like I’ve
never really left.”

Mayor Mahr said Mrs. Sayles is “a
great example of what makes this
community so special.”

Board Extends Schmiede
Hearing to Address Parking

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS— Due to new
concerns about whether parking vari-
ances will be required, the zoning
board of adjustment will continue its
hearing next month on an application
by Schmiede Tree Expert Co. for a
site plan waiver.

At its meeting last Thursday, the
board resumed testimony from
January on the application. Board
members last month had raised
concerns about the amount of
information being provided by owner
Martin Schmiede, who is seeking a
use variance and site plan waiver so a
second floor storage area at his firm’s
South Avenue facility can be
converted to office space, about his
need for additional employees and
whether there was adequate parking
for those workers.

At last week’s hearing, the board
was furnished with detailed multi-
page site plans that included zoning
and parking calculations and
photographs of the exterior and
interior of the Schmiede building.
Mr. Schmiede told the board he
wanted to convert the storage facility
into office space so he can use the
present first-floor office space as a
reception area for clients. He also
said he does not envision adding

additional employees.
About an hour into the hearing,

board attorney Vince Loughlin raised
concerns that the Schmiede
application did not include parking
variances. Angelo Cannizzo, who
works for the architectural firm that
drafted the site plans, was unable to
provide a clear answer to whether the
number of proposed parking spaces
on the property would be adequate to
meet township requirements,
especially as they relate to the vehicle
storage facility on the site.

Mr. Loughlin, saying that Mr.
Cannizzo was being asked to identify
those parking spaces “on the fly,”
said the public needed to be legally
notified that the Schmiede application
included a parking variance request.

Through an informal agreement,
Schmiede presently uses property
owned by the neighboring green gro-
cer for additional parking, but board
members were concerned about what
would happen if that parking area was
no longer available and whether the
actual Schmiede property could ac-
commodate the required parking.

“We don’t have a site plan showing
that they’re complying with the
required parking,” Mr. Loughlin told
the board, which agreed to resume
the hearing at its Thursday, March 5,
meeting.

Garwood Family to Rebuild
After Fire; Help Needed

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – A fire ravaged the
two-family home of Kathi Sullivan,
40, and her mom, Dolores Sullivan,
77, at 307 Willow Avenue on January
31. The two escaped their home of 44
years without physical injury, but their
cat, Lucky, died of smoke inhalation,

and they lost most of their belongings
to the blaze.

Their neighbor, Barbara Tweedle,
along with a host of other people in
the community, is organizing an ef-
fort to help the mother and daughter
raise funds to restore their home.

The mother and daughter were
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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SPF BOE Cancels
Budget Presentation
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education’s finance committee has
canceled a budget presentation
scheduled for tonight, Thursday,
February 11. The committee will
meet, but the session will be closed
to the public and press. A public
hearing on the budget is scheduled
for Monday, March 30, at 8 p.m.


