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New Norris Closing February 26;
Economy, End of Leasing Cited

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The deepening
recession has hit home with the an-
nouncement that New Norris
Chevrolet on North Avenue will close
Thursday, February 26. Norris
Chevrolet opened in town in the
1920s.

The closing follows that of Sullivan
Chevy in Roselle and Summit Chevy
this year, as well as Reilly Oldsmobile
in Westfield a few years ago.
Westfield, which once had seven car
dealerships, now will only have two –
Lindeman Buick and Thomas Lin-
coln-Mercury. The town once had
Ford, Pontiac and Jaguar dealerships.

Larry Friedman, owner of the deal-
ership, said a number of factors led to

the closing, including last summer’s
gasoline hike, GMAC no longer leas-
ing vehicles, a plunge in truck sales,
General Motors’ teetering on the brink
of bankruptcy and the rise in the cost
of employee healthcare coverage.

“It was a lot of stuff that happened
that was too much to overcome,” he
said.

He said payments to GMAC, the
financing arm of General Motors
(GM), have significantly increased in
recent months. He said this, com-
bined with last summer’s hike in gaso-
line prices to near $4 per gallon,
“killed [the truck market.”

“And then right from September, in
a matter of four months, we were
pretty much done,” he said. He said
he saw a “significant drop in the ve-

hicles that we were selling because of
the high cost of gas and because of the
uncertainty of GM possibly going
out of business.”

“It really hurt that GMAC stopped
leasing vehicles,” Mr. Friedman said.
He said he lost a lot of customers
who, upon returning vehicles after
their leases expired, were told that
New Norris could no longer lease
them vehicles.

“They’re [GMAC] the ones who
floor plan the new vehicles and my
used vehicles. And we pay them the
interest every month. They have com-
pletely changed, and their rates have
been going up,” Mr. Friedman said.
“They have been asking for money
for different things. It just got to the
point where I just couldn’t do it any-
more.”

GMAC charged New Norris inter-
est on the new cars at its dealership
and a curtailment charge on used cars
(a percentage on any used vehicle
purchased by New Norris), as well as
making the dealership pay down what
it owed on its 2008 vehicles.

“GMAC owns the vehicles. Once a
vehicle is sold, we pay GMAC off.
But due to the credit [crisis], we are
not financing through GMAC because
they kind of stopped doing that so we
had to finance through outside
sources,” he explained. He said be-
cause of dealing with a number of
banks, New Norris was unable to
payoff GMAC immediately upon the
sale of vehicles on its lot.

“We couldn’t cover the check all in
one shot, and that’s what led to losing
our credit rating with them (GMAC),”
Mr. Friedman said. He said Chevy
wants to cut 10 to 15 percent of its
dealerships nationwide for restruc-
turing purposes.

All cars not sold will be returned to
GMAC upon the closing of the deal-
ership, Mr. Friedman said.

Mr. Friedman took over the busi-
ness upon the death of his father,
Mitchell Friedman, in 2005. His fa-
ther bought the business in 1981 and
renamed it New Norris Chevrolet to
indicate that employees and service
would be the same under the new
ownership.
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County to Seek Proposals
To Privatize Golf Clubhouses

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — The County of
Union is expected to send out request
for proposals (RFPs) within two
weeks for professional firms inter-
ested in managing the clubhouse op-
erations at the county’s public golf
courses. This announcement comes
after County Manager George
Devanney said two weeks ago the
privatization plan for two golf course
clubhouses was under consideration
by the Board of Chosen Freeholders.

Armando Sanchez, director of golf
operations for the county, told The
Westfield Leader after last Thursday’s
Board of Chosen Freeholders meet-
ing, that the companies would be
asked to submit bids with budgets for
day-to-day operations of the courses
including all revenue producers for
the courses as well as marketing of
the golf operations. He said the con-
tract would likely be for five years.

In his executive budget, Mr.
Devanney said the firm that is awarded
the contract would be required to
develop additional revenue sources
for the golf operations “with the ob-
jective of attaining profitability.”

Mr. Sanchez said the county expects
to have the RFPs in hand by March and
to have the freeholders award the con-
tract by the summer. Those employees
who work in the clubhouses would
become employees of the private com-
pany although the county would retain
control over the hiring and firing of
workers, Mr. Sanchez said.

Mr. Sanchez said the county would
not compete against private golf

courses in the area, but instead “bring
a much more efficient way to run our
golf operations.”

Mr. Sanchez said the maintenance
of the golf facilities would remain
under county control.

Mr. Devanney has proposed in his
budget that the Oak Ridge golf course
in Clark be closed due to a $400,000
deficit last year and the multi-million
costs needed to refurbish its historic
clubhouse. The county golf opera-
tions lost a combined $700,000 in
2008.

“It (privatization) is something we
have to look at,” Mr. Sanchez said.

Mr. Sanchez said while the com-
pany that runs the facilities would
focus on golf courses Galloping Hill
in Union and Ashbrook in Scotch
Plains, the company might recom-
mend the reopening of Oak Ridge if it
believes it can be operated at a profit.

“We would like to have three golf
courses but right now it doesn’t [make]
financial sense,” Mr. Sanchez said.

In other business, the freeholders
received a presentation on a multi-
jurisdictional hazard mitigation plan
developed by James Lee & Associ-
ates with input from the Union County
Office of Emergency Management
and 13 of the 21 municipalities in the
county, as well as the public. James
Lee & Associates was hired as the
project’s technical consultant.

Anthony Mangeri of James Lee
told the freeholders that hazard miti-
gation planning identifies areas to
reduce or eliminate risk before a natu-
ral or manmade disaster occurs.

The county received a $325,000
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) grant to develop the
plan.

The report identified potential di-
saster hazards including floods, dam
failures, civil disturbance and crime,
a pandemic disease, severe rainstorms
with lightning or winter storms, util-
ity failures, high winds, hurricanes,

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PROSPECT a-PLENTY...Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R, LD-21 of Westfield)
receives support for re-election from a packed house of Republican state and local
dignitaries and wellwishers Monday night during his kickoff-fundraiser at 16
Prospect Bistro in Westfield. Pictured: Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (center) and Mr.
Bramnick with the microphone.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GOING OUT OF BUSINESS...New Norris Chevrolet on North Avenue will close
February 26,  after a Chevy dealership has been in town for nearly 90 years. The
downturn in the economy was blamed. Please see story at right.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CAMPAIGN KICKOFF...Former United States Attorney for New Jersey, Chris Christie, speaks to supporters last
Thursday at a Cranford rally  kicking off his campaign for governor. Mr. Christie, a former Morris County Freeholder, held
two days of events statewide in launching his campaign. See story on page 2.

Sandra Chambers

Chambers vs. Westfield Lawsuit
Settled; Details Not Revealed

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Town of
Westfield, last Friday, reached a settle-
ment agreement with Westfield po-
lice officer Sandra Chambers, for-
merly a detective, and her attorney on
a sexual-harassment lawsuit filed
against the town, the Westfield Police
Department (WPD) and former po-
lice chief Bernard Tracy in late 2006.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea,
commenting Tuesday after a town
council executive session in which
the matter was discussed, would not
reveal any details regarding the settle-
ment.

“At this time, I cannot [comment].
The answer is, it has been settled,”
Mr. Gildea told The Westfield Leader.

“The matter is resolved at this time.
That’s all I can say at this point.”

Mr. Gildea would only say that the
town would “respond appropriately”
to an Open Public Records Act re-
quest filed on Tuesday by
The Leader.

“There are issues in the
settlement agreement that
still have to be finalized to
make it complete,” Mr.
Gildea said. “At this time,
this is all we can share.”

When asked what those
“issues” were and if they
were the reason the town
could not provide more detailed com-
ment, Mr. Gildea would not elabo-
rate, except to say, “Partially, yes.”

“The settlement is in the process of

being consummated,” he added.
When asked if the settlement con-

tained a confidentiality agreement,
Mr. Gildea said he was not at liberty
to say.

Ms. Chambers’ attorney,
Eric Pennington, only re-
ferred calls for comment to
Mr. Gildea.

Ms. Chambers has been
employed by the WPD since
1995. The six-count lawsuit,
served on the town on De-
cember 14, 2006, alleged
that “during a two-year pe-
riod, then-Chief Bernard

Tracy regularly called Ms. Chambers
at home, during non-working hours
and late into the evening” and that
Mr. Tracy invited Ms. Chambers “to
call him on his personal cell phone.”

Mr. Tracy retired from the depart-
ment in September 2005 and accepted
a job with the Linden Public Schools
as a security officer. Ms. Chambers
admitted that she and Mr. Tracy had
been friends and that Mr. Tracy in-
vited her to attend a convention in
2003 with him in Washington, D.C.,
paid for by the police department.

“While at the convention, Detec-
tive Chambers worked very hard to
make contacts that would benefit the
Westfield Police Department,” suit
says.

The suit alleges that, “While at the
convention, Chief Tracy commented
to Detective Chambers and others
that she was not spending enough
time with him, and he felt that she had
‘abandoned’ him.” Further, the suit
alleges that the former chief “inti-
mated that he was hopeful that while
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Happy 200th Birthday

President Abraham Lincoln
February 12, 1809 – April 15, 1865
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Caruana Tells WF Council to
Brace For Upcoming Budget

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Town Council Fi-
nance Policy Committee Chairman
Sal Caruana Tuesday night asked his
fellow council members to observe
the budgetary decisions of surround-
ing municipalities to better under-
stand the fiscal reality Westfield faces.

Mr. Caruana said in many towns
tackling budget crunches, the “first
step” is instituting hiring freezes, fol-
lowed by layoffs.

As a third step, which he called
“dramatic,” furlough strategies are
being implemented, whereby munici-
palities are closing town halls one
day every two weeks, and all non-
union employees are being docked
15 percent of their pay and given the
day off.

“I’m not saying all this necessarily
applies to us,” Mr. Caruana said, “but
I think it’s important to the council to
pay more attention to understand the
environment around us.”

He cited the example of Nassau
County (Long Island), where county
executives told unions that unless they
accept 7 percent cuts in wages from
2008 levels, they would look to lay
off 1,000 employees.

“As this thing (budgetary cycle)
moves forward for everyone, you’re
going to see more activity like that,”
Mr. Caruana said. “You’re going to
see our organized labor partners be-
come partners in this process because
these decisions require their coop-
eration.”

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst said the town should consider
writing a letter to Union County.
“While [Westfield is] struggling and
cutting positions, [Union County] has
added positions such as the deputy
director of DPW, at a salary between
$75,000 and $100,000,” he said.

Mr. Caruana said the difference in
response to the financial downturn
between Union and Essex Counties,
as an example, were “night and day.”

“Essex feels the reality,” Mr.
Caruana said. “Union County is go-
ing to close a golf course and lay off
55 seasonal employees and say ‘we
eliminated 55 jobs.’ They haven’t re-
ally felt or reacted to real pain.”

Mr. Caruana added later that from
what information he has seen, the

county is not making the “significant
cuts…the cuts you would expect to
see in this crisis.”

Mayor Andy Skibitsky said he was
to speak with Union County Free-
holder Chairman Al Mirabella
Wednesday and that he would invite
Mr. Mirabella to speak again with the
council at an upcoming conference
session.

Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski said the town, when evalu-
ating the county’s personnel prac-
tices, needs to separate the act of
people losing their jobs – and, subse-
quently, those individuals not being
replaced – with a “title simply com-
ing off the organizational chart.”

First Ward Councilman Frank
Arena said the county’s announce-
ment last year that it was going to
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Garwood to Participate in
County ‘First Alert’ System

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — During a briskly
paced meeting on Tuesday night, the
Garwood Council approved an agree-
ment between the borough and the
County of Union regarding the use of
First Alert, a countywide message
alert system.

“The county got grant money from

Homeland Security and they are go-
ing to be instituting a reverse 911
program, in which Garwood is going
to be participating,” Mayor Dennis
McCarthy said.

Councilwoman Kathleen Villaggio
said that residents could sign up for
the service online at ucfirstalert.org.

Using the system, the borough can
send text and e-mail alerts free of
charge and can also send voice mes-
sages at a cost of 12 cents per call.

“It’s an emergency notification sys-
tem that would alert citizens via text
message, e-mail message and voice if
there are emergencies that should
happen,” Ms. Villaggio said.

The system was formally unveiled
at a county press conference on
Wednesday morning at the Ralph
Froehlich Public Safety Building in
Westfield.

Ms. Villaggio, a county employee,
abstained from the council’s vote.

In other business, the council
adopted two ordinances on Tuesday.
Ordinance 09-05 allows the borough
to enforce Title 39, the state’s traffic
laws, at “The Pointe” and “The Lofts,”
two condominium developments in
Garwood. Borough Attorney Robert
Renaud said this ordinance permits
traffic regulation at developments
with heavy vehicle traffic.

The other ordinance passed on
Tuesday moves the position of mu-
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MS BOE Discusses
Budget Status

By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – During
Tuesday’s meeting of the
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE), board President Mary Beth
Schaumberg revealed that final deci-
sions regarding the 2009-2010 school
year budget will be available for pub-
lic review. According to the district’s
website, the budget presentation and
public hearing will take place on Tues-
day, March 31, at 7:30 p.m. at the BOE
meeting held in the Beechwood
School.

The annual school board elections
and budget vote will be held on Tues-
day, April 21, from 2 to 9 p.m.

Ms. Schaumberg said that, “around
this time, an open discussion will oc-
cur where the public may ask the board
any questions they may have regard-
ing the budget” (decisions).

She stated that the reasoning for this
is to “keep the community informed in
an open question-and-answer session.”

The information regarding the bud-
get will be made available to the


