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Draw
Paint

Bringing art and people together
68 Elm Street, Summit, New Jersey 07901

908 273-9121
www.artcenternj.org

Ongoing Winter Session Art Workshops for adults, teens and children. Classes held in 9 state-of-the-art studios.
Events 2/13 23rd International Juried Show Opening Reception, 6-8pm. Free and open to the public.

2/26 Designing an Oscar Wilde Masterpiece, stage design lecture by Papermill Playhouse at 7:30pm. Call for details.

Westfielder Michael Streaman
To Appear On ‘This Old House’

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — “This Old House”
(TOH), hosted by New Jersey native
Kevin O’Connor, is featuring its first
ever Brooklyn Brownstone renovation,
with a Westfield family man heading
up the construction crew.

Michael Streaman of M.R.S., Inc.
lives with his wife, Donna, and children
on North Euclid Avenue in a circa-1920
center hall colonial, and by trade, he
runs his contracting business out of his
Brooklyn-based office.

He moved to Westfield from Brook-
lyn more than 13 years ago when he and
his wife Donna had their fifth child,
their first girl.

“When we had Laura, we said it is
time for greener pastures,” he said. She
is an eighth grader at Roosevelt, and

their fourth son, Connor, is a sopho-
more at Westfield High School, while
son John is a senior there.

Their two eldest sons, Michael and
Andrew, passed through the high school
and now attend college.

“If any of them follow in my foot-
steps, I think it will be Laura. She is into
design,” Mr. Streaman said. “I tell my
sons though that you have to learn some
of my trade because one day, you will
be married and have a to-do list. So, you
either learn or you make enough money
that you can afford someone like me.
Those are your choices.”

Mr. Streaman, a contractor for more
than 23 years, found his calling in the

Brooklyn brownstone. So, maybe it is
fate or coincidence, as the show’s pro-
ducer Deborah Hood calls it, that he
was a contractor bidding on the same
house “TOH” was considering as its
first Brownstone renovation.

“It was just meant to be,” said Mr.
Streaman about how he came to take
this job and how “TOH” chose the
house.

“I was at a local plumbing supply
company on a Saturday, and I had a
woman come up to me and ask if I was
Michael Streaman. She said, ‘I am dy-
ing to get a bid from you on a project,’”
he said of how he met the homeowner
Karen Shen.

Ms. Shen and her husband, Kevin
Costello, purchased a Renaissance Re-
vival circa-1904, four-story brownstone
in the historic Prospect Heights section

of Brooklyn that sometime after World
War II was turned into a single-room
occupancy rooming house.

The couple saw the promise the space
held and took on the task of making the
bulk of the property their home and
turning two of the floors into apart-
ments. They had heard of Mr. Streaman
from a neighbor on whose house he had
worked. This led Ms. Hood to have a
look at that finished job, “and they liked
it,” said Mr. Streaman.

“I was at their house with Eric Gitli of
Aladdin Plumbing and Deborah Hood,
a producer of ‘This Old House,’ was
there, and she goes, ‘It’s a Dream Team
– let me take a picture,’” he said. “She

Washington School’s Annual Show
Offers ‘Best of Both Worlds’

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — This past week-
end, the Washington School Players’
presentation of Life Is a Highway
bursted with energy from its very first

number, which featured dancers “rock-
ing on” with inflatable guitars.

Writer Ralph Venturino described
the show’s theme as “Hannah Montana
meets Young Frankenstein,” referring
to the popular “tween” singer and
Broadway show, respectively.

Set in Westfield, the show focused on
Savannah Montana (Karen Fishman), a
rock sensation who must choose be-
tween entertaining at an all-important
concert gig at Washington School ver-
sus supporting her best friend, Lulu (Patty
Vera), at her State Cup soccer game.

She received help along the way
from her musician dad Billy Ray (Brad
Schaeffer), a mad scientist Dr. V (Tony
Cook), famous celebrities and her close-
knit group of friends. Adding to
Savannah’s turmoil were a Mafia Don
(Kip Brindle) and her high-pressure
agent (Jonathan Fishman).

And like the aforementioned real-life
singer’s popular song “The Best of Both
Worlds,” which was employed in the
finale, the show seemed to succeed in its
offering a fun mix of old and new music
to entertain an audience of all ages.

The youngsters delighted not only in
seeing their parents and teachers on

stage but in the timely Hannah Mon-
tana and Jonas Brothers fanfare. Like-
wise, the adults seemed enthralled with
the impersonations of 1960’s TV icons
The Monkees and The Brady Bunch,
along with Elvis Presley.

From its inception in 1948, the show
has served as the Washington (and for-
merly Grant School) PTO’s largest
fundraiser. Parents handle every aspect
– from writing, directing, producing
and performing to choreography and
set design – for the event, held annually
at Roosevelt School.

And like each show before it, the 61st
show included its trademark “muck
and mire” quote, this year exchanged
between the Marcia Brady and Davy
Jones characters. It also featured the
traditional faculty performance to this
year’s title song and a men’s dance
number complete with wigs, mini-skirts
and go-go boots that resulted in Friday
night’s crowd seeking (and enjoying)
an encore.

For many parents, the Washington
School show is a community effort they
have enjoyed for a decade or more, and
it can sometimes be difficult to say
goodbye when their youngest children
finish attending the school.

Such is the case for performer Trish
Felix and her husband, Matt, who ap-
peared in and co-directed this year’s
show with Lucy Biegler. The Felixes
have been involved for the past 10 years.

“For me, it’s been watching this col-
laboration of Westfield parents who are
so busy…” Mrs. Felix said. “It’s al-
ways amazing to see it all come to-
gether.”

Mr. Felix said the cast takes part in
approximately 15 to 20 official rehears-
als beginning in early January. But what
impresses him most is how different
subgroups, such as the chorus or danc-
ers, initiate getting together on their
own for extra practice to ensure top-
notch performances.

“Everyone just takes a lot of pride in
what they do,” he added.

Set designer David Rothenberg said
not only have he and his wife, Shelley,
been involved for the past 10 years, but
this year, even his daughter, Chloe, who
has moved on to Westfield High School,
also participated behind the scenes. She
drew sketches that were the inspiration
for the new living room set design.

“It’s been a lot of fun over the years,
and it’s very worthwhile,” Mr.
Rothenberg said.

He said two sets, the Mindowaskin
Park gazebo and the Rialto Theater
streetscape, have been incorporated into
most of the shows. He said the crew
tries to reuse as much as they can and
strives to make sets as “zany as pos-
sible.”

“I think they may need my help with
all this next year, so I may come back,”
Mr. Rothenberg said.

Jeff Bryk jokingly recalled his
thoughts when his first child entered
Washington School.

“I said, there is no way I’ll ever do the
show – no way,” Mr. Bryk said.

Ten years later, he has been on stage
for numerous roles, including portray-
ing Savannah’s brother, Jack, this year.

Mr. Bryk said getting to know the
people involved is what changed his
mind.

“I’ll miss it,” he said.
His wife, Janice, a dancer this year,

shared the sentiment.
“It’s bittersweet, but the alumni al-

ways come back and support the show,
which makes it so much better,” Mrs.
Bryk said. “So next year, we’ll buy
tickets, place ads and cheer.”

ALL SHOOK UP...Elvis arrives at Washington’s performance of Life is a Highway.

Susan Cook for The Leader/ Times

Courtesy Wendell T. Webber
WESTFIELD’S ‘HOUSE’ REPRESENTATIVE...Michael Streaman of Westfield
will head up the construction crew working on a Brooklyn brownstone on “This Old
House.” Pictured, left to right, are: architect Susanne Lyn, general contractor Mr.
Streaman, design correspondent Carole Freehauf, host Kevin O’Connor,
homeowners Karen Shen and Kevin Costello, and master carpenter Norm Abram.

said, ‘You have the right contractor, and
he has the right attitude.’”

It took a little convincing for Mr.
Streaman to take on a job that would air
on TV, knowing the show’s rigid sched-
ule would chop his timeline almost in
half, and longer days would ensue.

Mr. Streaman said his long-time
friend and business associate Mr. Gitli
told him, “You have to do this. This will
be a lot of fun.”

Mr. Streaman admitted he watched
the show as a young boy and admired
the show’s woodworker, Norm Abram,
whom he calls a “gifted master carpen-
ter.”

Mr. Abram was there to guide the
woodworking projects taken on by a
local master wood refinisher, John Tho-
mas. The house has several types of
original woodwork, from bird’s-eye
maple in the master bedroom to cherry
and white oak to poplar on the top floor.

“The wood refinishing is a big part of
the story,” Ms. Hood said. Viewers will
learn how to fix and repair old doors,
many had peep holes and dead bolts
that had to be removed and patched
with matching wood, restore plaster as
demonstrated by Stuart Sobcynski, and
have new balusters turn for a stairwell.

“One thing we did with Mike was he
needed to replicate baseboards,” she
said. In his shop, he “uses routers and
jigs, and it’s an old school and eco-
nomic approach,” she said, which
homeowners could do themselves.

“He is fantastic – he is just as cool as
a cucumber,” said Ms. Hood of work-
ing with Mr. Streaman on the show.
“He is really able to move mountains.”

“TOH” will air 10 new episodes
showing the home’s transformation.
For local listings, go to
thisoldhouse.com/tvschedule. In the
Westfield area, WLIW, Channel 21,
will air the premiere episode tonight,
February 5, at 8 p.m. and the second
episode at 8:30 p.m.

NJSO to Create
‘Musical Safari’

NEWARK – The New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra and conductor Jeff
Grogan will create a musical safari
this Saturday, February 7, at the New
Jersey Performing Arts Center
(NJPAC) in Newark, as the orchestra
presents Carnival of the Animals. The
performance starts at 2 p.m.

Saint-Saëns’s Carnival of the Ani-
mals will take listeners on a musical
trip through the animal kingdom,
which includes the famous cello re-
flection “The Swan.”

Attendees can join the orchestra in
the lobby an hour before the concert
for special interactive programs. The
family-friendly experience allows
visitors to learn more about the mu-
sic, participate in games and activi-
ties and meet NJSO musicians.


