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CDC THEATRE
78 Winans Ave
Cranford, NJ

THE TRIP TO

BOUNTIFUL

HORTON FOOTE’S

RECESSION SPECIAL: 2 for $22
(Valid on Pre-Ordered, Pre-Paid Tickets)

Adults $15, Seniors/Students $13

FEBRUARY 6-21, 2009
Fridays, February 6, 13, 20 - 8:00PM

Saturdays, February 7, 14, 21 - 8:00PM

Sunday, February 15 - 2:00PM

(908)

276-7611

It’s ‘Full Speed Ahead’
For Westfield Author Birle

Loews, Filmmakers Show
Best of Sundance, Cannes

MOUNTAINSIDE – Starting Feb-
ruary 23, the Filmmakers Sympo-
sium Spring 2009 Series will run for
12 weeks at two New Jersey theatres,
AMC Loews Mountainside and AMC
Loews Monmouth Mall.

This series has hosted 1,291 movie
premieres with 860 live guest appear-
ances over the past 18 years. Oscar
winners and nominees, including Alan
Arkin, James Cromwell, Ethan
Hawke, Viggo Mortensen, Chazz
Palminteri and David Strathairn, have
joined Al Franken, Famke Janssen,
David Morse, Joe Pantoliano, Kevin
Smith and Fisher Stevens as guest
speakers who have come to share
their insights with Symposium par-
ticipants.

“The program will always be flex-
ible in order to take advantage of
opportunities as they arise,” Sympo-
sium director Chuck Rose said.

“Even before we started in 1991,
I have worked to create an interna-
tional VIP network of filmmakers,
actors, journalists, critics and film
industry executives,” Mr. Rose said.
“We also work to ferret out poten-
tial hits in the development and pro-
duction stages, so we are ready to

pounce on the best films first,” he
added.

Confirmed films and those under
consideration for the upcoming ses-
sion include: Adventureland with
Ryan Reynolds, Jesse Eisenberg and
director Greg Mottola; The Great
Buck Howard with Colin Hanks, Tom
Hanks and director Sean McGinly;
The Limits of Control with Bill
Murray, Tilda Swinton and director
Jim Jarmusch; The Merry Gentleman
with Michael Keaton and Kelly
Macdonald (Keaton directs as well);
My Life In Ruins with Nia Vardalos,
Richard Dreyfuss and director Donald
Petrie; as well as Me and Orson Welles
with Christian McKay, Zac Efron and
director Richard Linklater. Robert
Kaplow, a former Westfield citizen,
wrote the best-selling book from
which the movie is adapted.

For information or to register, call
(800) 531-9416 or visit
PrivateScreenings.org. The series is
open to anyone, but seating is limited,
so early enrollment is advised.

A subscription is $171 for six weeks
or $309 for 12 weeks. Discounts will
be available for registrations made by
February 6.

YES WE SHALL...Shall We Kiss, starring Julie Gayet and Michael Cohen, and
20 more not-yet-released movies will premiere in Filmmakers Symposium in the
Spring 2009 series beginning in February at AMC Loews Mountainside.  For
more information, call (800) 531-9416 or visit PrivateScreenings.org

WSO Presents Flamenco
Spectacular in Rahway

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, Feb-
ruary 21, at 8 p.m., at Union County
Performing Arts Center in Rahway,
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) will present a display of vir-
tuoso performances to retell Bizet’s
Carmen in dra-
matic Flamenco
style.

In collaboration
with the Omayra
Amaya Dance
Company, Mae-
stro David Wroe
has integrated
pure Flamenco
dancers, guitar
and voices, as well
as classical Span-
ish choreography,
with Bizet’s or-
chestral music.

Starring in the
title role is re-
nowned Fla-
menco artist
Omayra Amaya,
the granddaughter
Carmen Amaya,
arguably the greatest Flamenco
dancer whoever lived. Ms Amaya
appears in association with TEATRO
Si, New Jersey’s premier Hispanic
theater arts company.

Continuing the Spanish theme, the
WSO will also perform Rossini’s

popular overture to the Barber of
Seville, a seven-minute bagatelle full
of familiar themes, an accelerando
and vigorous finish.

The concert will also showcase
the talents of WSO premier violinist

B y u n g - k o o k
Kwak in a perfor-
mance of
Zigeunerweisen, a
blazing gypsy
dance by Spanish
composer Pablo
de Sarasate.

Tickets may be
purchased di-
rectly from the
WSO office, lo-
cated at 224 East
Broad Street, or
by calling the box
office at (908)
232-9400. Tickets
(with cash or
check) are also
available at the
Town Bookstore
of Westfield, Mar-
tin Jewelers in

Cranford and at Union County Per-
forming Arts Center, located at 1601
Irving Street in Rahway.

For further information, call (908)
232-9400, e-mail
wso@westfieldsymphony.org or go
to westfieldsymphony.org.

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIED – Westfield resident
and children’s author Pete Birle’s
passion for writing goes back to his
days as an elementary school stu-
dent in Manasquan, where he and
three other students wrote and illus-
trated the story “Hugo: The Mouse
with No Tail.”

“It was basically ‘Rudolph the
Red-Nosed Reindeer’ for mice,” Mr.
Birle said. “It was about a mouse
who was born without a tail, who
was ridiculed by the other mice until
they realized he didn’t need a tail to
be a good mouse and a good friend.
In many ways, it was my first ‘pub-
lished’ book, and I’ve been writing
ever since.”

Today, Mr. Birle is a published
author of three sports-related books
for young readers, his latest being
“Full Speed Ahead,” the true story of
Bryson McLeod, a teenager from
New Jersey who has been confined
to a wheelchair for most of his life.

Along the path that led him from
student writer to published author,
Mr. Birle worked as a syndicated
newspaper editor, a sportswriter, a
New York City elementary school
teacher, a college instructor and a
standup comedian.

Clearly, the twists and turns of
these various “past lives” have not
deterred Mr. Birle, presently the di-
rector of communications for the
Federal Reserve Employee Benefits
System in Newark, from his true
passion: writing sports-related books
for young readers.

The author credits his zeal for writ-
ing to his aunt, Jean Dailey, who
taught third grade for 50 years at
School No. 10 in Belleville.

“Her presents to us were always
books, and she was instrumental in
engendering in me a love of books
and reading,” he said.

Mr. Birle said he writes about
sports because as a youngster, he
enjoyed reading about them.

Today, as a soccer coach and a
father of three “extremely athletic”
sons, Mr. Birle continues to be sur-
rounded by sports and often gets
ideas for his books from his boys.

“Full Speed Ahead,” unlike Mr.
Birle’s two previous titles, “Fight-
ing El Fuego” and “Locals Only,” is
a work of nonfiction.

“While getting to meet and learn
about someone like Bryson was in-
spiring, what I missed somewhat was
the creativity of writing fiction. With
this book, I spent less time on things
like characterization and more on
the actual writing,” he said.

The book’s main character, Bryon
McLeod, is a wheelchair–bound
former child model who participates
in basketball, track and sled hockey.

“Bryson is an amazing young
man,” Mr. Birle said.

“I hope that young people who
often think they have it so hard –
because they don’t have the latest
video game system or didn’t make
the team they tried out for – can see,
in Bryson, what overcoming adver-
sity is really about.

“The best thing about Bryson,
though, is his attitude. He’s always
positive and willing to tackle what-
ever challenge comes his way. That’s
the real message I hope young read-
ers take away from his life,” Mr.
Birle continued.

Mr. Birle and his wife, Joann, are
the parents of John, 11; Michael, 9;
and James, 5.

Recently, Mr. Birle visited
Tamaques School, where Michael
attends, to talk to the students there
about the writing of “Full Speed
Ahead.”

Other area schools who would like
to arrange for Mr. Birle to visit can
contact him through petebirle.com.

New Jersey Youth Theatre
Second Semester to Begin

ONE NATION, INDIVISIBLE…John Adams (Kevin Melendez) and Abigail
Adams (Stephanie Regina) discuss the problems involved in forming a new nation
in NJYT’s 2008 production of 1776 at NJPAC.

AREA – New Jersey Youth
Theatre’s (NJYT’s) second semester
of professional classes in the per-
forming arts will begin February 10.

Providing performance training
to young, aspiring performers in
the greater-New Jersey area, NJYT
offers classes in drama, voice, mu-
sical theatre and dance at its studio
at 172 West Westfield Avenue in
Roselle.

Class times, fees, and descriptions
are listed on the NJYT website,
njyouththeatre.org, under 2008-2009
class and fee schedule. Interested stu-
dents and parents are welcome to
audit any class free of charge.

Beginners, intermediate and ad-
vanced acting classes concentrate on
improvisation, character development
and scene study. Three levels of Mu-
sical Theatre instruction focus on song
selection and interpretation, ensemble

work, voice technique, and musical
theatre movement.

The dance department features
classes in ballet, ballet/jazz and tap.
Classes are taught by professional
and experienced instructors under the
supervision of Cynthia Meryl, artis-
tic director of NJYT for 18 years.

Ms. Meryl, a professional actress
in the New York and national theatre
arenas for more than 35 years, teaches
acting, musical theatre and private
voice. Staff members include Kathryn
Cuca (drama), Corinne Mucha (bal-
let/jazz), Jennifer Kujawski and Evan
Edwards (tap) and James
Campodonico (musical direction).

For further information on second
semester performing arts class regis-
tration, call (908) 233-3200 or e-mail
info@njyouththeatre.org. For the
Young Artist Talent Search Hotline,
call (973) 353-8009.

WF Music Journalist
Launches Rock Books

WESTFIELD – Westfield-based
music journalist John Luerssen has
launched his own publishing line. Rock
Reader Books (RRB) began publish-
ing in November and has received na-
tional attention and acclaim from mu-
sic and entertainment websites for its
unique approach to books designed
specifically for rock fans.

“I’m amazed at the response from
music fans,” said Mr. Luerssen, who
started RRB as an experiment after he
wrote a successful book on Weezer,
back in 2004, that saw most of the
profits go to his former publisher.

Initial titles include “The Nirvana
Reader 1988-1992,” “The Led Zeppe-
lin Reader,” “The Smiths Reader 1983
– 1987,” “Radiohead: Interviews 1991-
2000,” “John Lennon: The Essential
Interviews,” “Artie Lange: The Inter-
views,” “Ramones: Interviews” and
“The Sex Pistols Reader.”

“As a fan of pop culture, rock and roll
and unique personalities in general, I
started realizing that the music-book
sections of traditional and online retail-
ers weren’t offering me what I was
looking for,” said Mr. Luerssen, a regu-
lar contributor to AOL’s Spinner blog

who has also written recent cover stories
on The Killers and Death Cab for Cutie
for American Songwriter magazine.

“I love how articles and interviews
encapsulate where a band or artist is at
a particular time,” says Mr. Luerssen.
“Whether it’s Kurt Cobain on the cusp
of “Teen Spirit,” Thom Yorke waiting
for “OK! Computer” to drop, or Artie
Lange announcing he’s quitting the
Howard Stern Show and failing to
follow through.”

Mr. Luerssen said he has similar
books on Aerosmith, Bruce
Springsteen, Elvis Costello, Howard
Stern, The Foo Fighters, Jimi Hendrix,
Eric Clapton, The Eagles, The Pixies,
punk icons Bad Religion, Metallica,
The Rolling Stones, U2 and Wilco
planned to keep him busy throughout
2009.

He also said that after a two-month
exclusive online agreement with Lulu
(visit lulu.com/nirvanareader for more
information on all of his projects), each
title in his Rock Reader Books line will
be available through traditional means,
including amazon.com and book.com,
as well as on the shelves of brick and
mortar book stores.

Musical Club to Feature
Valentine’s Day Music

WESTFIELD – Music for
Valentine’s Day will be on the next
program of the Musical Club of
Westfield, scheduled for Wednesday,
February 11, at 1 p.m. in the First
Baptist Church, located at 170 Elm
Street.

In her Musical Club debut, soprano
Yumiko Sugawara will sing five songs
by Richard Strauss, including
“Zueignung” (“Devotion”), “Breit’
uber mein Haupt dien schwarzes
Haar” (“Spread over my head”),
“Allerseelen” (“All Soul’s Day”),
“Kling!” (“Resound!”) and “Beim
Schlafengehn” (“Going to Sleep”).

The last of these is from the song
cycle “Vier Letzte Lieder” (“Four
Last Songs”). Trent Johnson will ac-
company Ms. Sugawara on piano.

Mr. Johnson will also be featured
performing a selection of works on
the organ.

Mr. Johnson, who is the organist
and director of music at the First
United Methodist Church in
Westfield, has recently delighted au-
diences with his annual Halloween
performances of musical accompani-
ment to classic silent films such as
Dracula and Phantom of the Opera.

Flutist Jenny Cline and pianist
Beverly Thomson Shea will perform
selections from a suite of pieces, en-
titled “Valentines,” by various com-
posers, including Lukas Foss, Paul
Schoenfeld and Arnold Black.

The pieces were commissioned by
flutist Carol Wincenc and premiered
by her on a Valentine’s Day concert in
1998.

The program is free and open to the
public. A reception featuring light
refreshments will follow the perfor-
mance. All are welcome to stay and
meet the performers.

New members are welcome. For
membership information, call (908)
232-2173.

DAVID WROE, MUSIC DIRECTOR

Frank and Lydia 
Bergen Foundation

Funding has been made possible in part through a grant by the 
New Jersey State Council on the Arts/ Department of State, a 
partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts.
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TICKETS: $25 - $70
Students: $10

Call: (908) 232-9400 
Email: wso@westfieldsymphony.org

Visit our ticket outlets:
TOWN BOOKS, Westfield
MARTIN JEWELERS, Cranford
UCPAC, 1601 Irving St, Rahway

Bizet – Carmen Suites 1 and 2  
with Omayra Amaya Dance Company 
Sarasate – Zigeunerweisen  
featuring soloist Byung-kook Kwak
Rossini – Overture to Barber of Seville

“Mesmerizing…intense…erotic…splendid” 
 Boston Globe

Omayra Amaya is

Carmen

Saturday, February 21st at 8pm 
Union County PAC, Rahway, NJ

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

SPANISH VARIETY...The WSO will
perform Bizet’s Carmen in Flamenco
style, with renowned Flamenco artist
Omayra Amaya, above, as the lead.
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Newcomer Continues
Conscience Concerts
WESTFIELD – The Coffee With

Conscience Concert Series contin-
ues its ninth season and celebrates
Valentine’s Day by presenting a ris-
ing star, Carrie Newcomer, in con-
cert at the First United Methodist
Church, located at 1 East Broad
Street (corner of North Avenue) in
Westfield, on Saturday, February
14.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admis-
sion is $26 on line and $27 at the
door. Advance purchase of tickets
is highly recommended by going to
carrienewcomer.eventbrite.com.

Boston-based artist, Chuck E Costa,
will open the show. All net proceeds
from this evening’s concert will be
donated to the Eric Johnson House of
Morristown.

“Light” is about navigating and
exploring the appearance of light and
shadow in people’s lives. As Rolling
Stone wrote, “Newcomer asks all the
right questions and refuses to settle
for easy answers.”

For more information, visit
carrienewcomer.eventbrite.com and
coffeewithconscience.org, or call
(908) 412-9105.

Hours:  Mon. - Fri. 9:00 - 5:30 • Sat. 9:00 - 5:00

Visit us on the web: www.christoffersflowers.com

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

So many trees…
So little space!

Now they’ve all arrived and the shop looks like a jungle.
Come help us thin out and save.

We got so excited with the selection of beautiful,
life like trees, shrubs, and bushes on our last buying trip

that we ordered more than ever!

Save $10 to $50
on in-stock silk indoor and
outdoor foliage purchases

Act quickly this Sale will be over as soon as

we can see “The florist through the trees”


