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Raiders Rule Boards, Defeat
Lady Blue Devil Cagers, 45-35

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Can SPF Swimmers End WHS’s County Streaks?
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

some big guns in Kevin Ng, Brencis
Navia, Jeff Beamer and Tad Deatly.
And Union Catholic, Plainfield and
Gov. Livingston also have some top
people.

The difference-maker in a champi-
onship-format meet often comes
down to which team has the most
depth, and that’s something Knight
has lots of, with six seniors, four
juniors and three sophomores figur-
ing to contribute major points.

WHS senior Chris DeLaFuente has
won the county butterfly crown three

years, including a record-breaking per-
formance last February, when he went
52.91 and took down a record that had
been set in 1975 by Summit’s Bill
Specht, who went on to star at Princeton.
Since SP-F likely will use Peart and
Mike Napolitano, “DeLa” will defi-
nitely be pushed in the fly. He is also the
returning champion in the 200 free,
which he won last year in 1:45.64.

Matt Meserole, a WHS junior, is a
two-time county backstroke cham-
pion, though a third straight is not a
given with Peart likely right next to

him in lane 4. Meserole is also the
favorite in the 100 freestyle.

The depth of WHS comes from
seniors Evan Paulan (IM, fly), Matt
Morgan (IM, breast), Max Blum (200,
500), Chris Joyce (50, breast) and
Justin Lo (back), juniors Mike Oster
(200, 100), John Taylor (fly, back)
and Andrew Cordiero (500), and
sophomores Larry Zhang (IM, breast),
Jack Lorentzen (50, 500) and Nicky
Boyle (50, 100).

WHS should be top-seeded in all
three relays and, along with SP-F,
could break meet records in the 200-
medley (1:39.75) and 400-free relays
(3:19.13): WHS will have Meserole,
Morgan, Paulan and Lorentzen, while
SP-F is expected to have Peart, Baliko,
M. Napolitano and Dunn. Summit is
usually the top competition in the
4x50, where WHS will have
Lorentzen, Blum, Oster and
DeLaFuente. And the 4x100 could be
a classic, especially if the team title is
on the line, with WHS’s DeLaFuente,
Oster, Paulan and Meserole against
SP-F’s Napolitano, Napolitano,
Baliko and Peart.

The girls meet on Saturday morn-
ing will likely be a two-team affair
also, between WHS and SP-F. WHS
has won the last 16 county titles,
including a shared one with SP-F in
2005, and 25 of the 31 county meets
that have been held. WHS won the
Dec. 20 dual meet 93-77 over SP-F.

WHS coach Brooke Smith will look
for big points from junior Suzanne
Lemberg (50, 100 free) and sopho-
more Becky DeLaFuente (fly, 500
free), and depth points from seniors
Catherine Maguire (IM, breast) and
Lauren Sullivan (50), juniors Kate
Heffernan (IM, breast), Meredith
Smith (100, 200), Emily Budnick
(100), Kelsey Wilson (200), Elaine
Anderson (fly, breast) and Kyle
Higgins (500), sophomores Kylie
Bangs (back), Meg Kavaney (50),
Ally Rose (IM, back), Anna Fetter
(fly) and Jess Cronin (back), and fresh-
man Maeve Maloney (200, 500).

WHS’s freestyle relays have both
gone under the listed county meet
records (1:43.12 in the 200 and 3:42.03
in the 400). The 4x50 girls are
DeLaFuente, Kaveney, Budnick and
Lemberg with DeLaFuente, Maloney,
Smith and Lemberg in the 4x100.

Hulnik’s Raiders have a defending
county champion in breaststroker
Kelsey Rossi, and other top girls in
Steph Baliko, Becca Dunn, Hannah
Markey, Kim Rizzo, Caitlin English,
Kelly Gajdzisz, Jillian Leahy, Annie
O’Halloran and Nicole DePaola.

New Providence, coached by
former WHS swimmer Chris Driscoll
(’00), doesn’t have a lot of depth but
has four big guns, who will score
some big points.

RIDGE, FERRARA, CANNON RECORD BIG VICTORIES

Wounded Raiders Fall Victim
To Rahway Wrestlers, 53-21

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Varsity wrestlers Tristan Bundy,
Wesley Morrison, Joe Sebolao and
Rob Desiato watched from the side-
lines as the Rahway Indians ambushed
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders,
53-21, at Rahway High School on
January 29. The Raiders managed to
walk away with three face-to-face
victories and a forfeit.

Raider junior Mike Ridge, who re-
cently won the 145-lb title at the
Union County Tournament, was still
testing his conditioning, after being
injured most of the season, in his 10-
2, major decision victory over Diego
Chavez.

“I was sucking (wind) a lot more
than I would like to. It’s tough after
coming from an injury. I just got to
work harder in the room,” Ridge said.

After scoring a first-period
takedown, Ridge countered Chavez’s
leg riding attempts to get a reversal in
the second period, then again in the
third.

“I knew he was going to throw in
legs. He had sloppy legs and I was
going to catch it. I kept his arm. He was
hanging high with his legs, so I figured

I could grab his head and work him
over. All I really wanted to do was get
my one (escape) then work for two
(takedown),” Ridge explained.

Ridge topped it off with a four-
point lateral drop.

“It was a little risky on my part. It
was there. I did it,” Ridge said.

Earlier in the match, Raider fresh-
man Sean Cannon fought off a cradle
in the first period to turn the tables on
Rochelle Hinton with a 4:49 fall via
cradle in the 125-lb bout.

“Sean is a real tough kid, good kid
to be around. He works hard in the
room. It looks like he has a good
future. If he keeps wrestling tough,
he will do well,” Ridge said.

Along with several high crotch
takedowns, senior Mike Ferrara also
found success with several barrel roll
(dumps) takedowns that led to a pair
of three-point nearfalls in his journey
to a 19-4, technical fall in 5:27 over
TJ Disney at 152-lbs.

“I was taking my high crotch, which
is usually the move I like to do, and I
was holding onto his arm tight. I felt
when I was in there deep I could get
good leverage on the kid. It was work-
ing,” Ferrara explained.

Looking ahead to district tourna-
ment time set for February 20-21 in
Westfield, Ferrara considered what
might be his weaknesses.

“You could always work more on
conditioning. I feel I could get in a
little bit better conditioning. Do more
running, do more after practice. Also
my top work! I would like to get a main
ride, something I could turn someone
with because right now most of my
matches I’m either getting out on bot-
tom or winning it on my feet,” he said.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
112: — Jabari Shults (R) p Dion Natale,
1:46
119: — Tyler Zilbower (R) won forfeit
125: — Cannon (S) p Hinton, 4:49
130: — Danny Walsh (R) p Mike
Steinfeld, 1:52
135: — Quran Womack (R) p Troy Saks,
3:35
140: — Octavio Bent (R) p Josh Foote,
4:18
145: — Ridge (S) md Chavez, 10-2
152: — Ferrara (S) tf Disney, 19-4, 5:27
160: — Caleb Taylor (R) tf Luke Vuono,
18-3, 5:32
171: — Ryan McCarthy (S) won forfeit
189: — Gabe Evangelista (R) p Antonio
Dinizo, 0:17
215: — Gary Pyrus (R) p Brian Laspe,
3:33
Hwt: — Urayoan Garcia (R) won forfeit
103: — No match

four rebounds. Martina Landeka and
Sara Nelson had five rebounds each.

Jaichon, who finished with 11
points and four blocked shots, pulled
five rebounds in the first quarter and
another four in the second quarter to
keep the Raiders in total control.
Jackie Law (6 points, 4 assists, steal,
blocked shot) got the majority of her
six rebounds in the second half when
the Blue Devils pinched in on Jaichon
even tighter. Saxony Nielson nailed a
3-pointer and had a pair of rebounds.

“We’ve got a lot of weapons. If they
don’t double team on Kaylin, nobody
in the county can guard her. When they
do, then they have trouble with Jackie
because Jackie can put it on the floor.
She’s quick, can move, (and) go to the
basket,” coach Davis said. “The big
difference was that we out-rebounded

them again. It was a big win!”
Handza sank seven points in the

third quarter as the Blue Devils nar-
rowed the score to 34-25 entering the
final quarter. With 3:20 remaining,
the Blue Devils crept to within five
points but Law, who assisted Degnan
on a pair of 2-pointers early in the
quarter, assisted Jaichon on a lay-up
late in the quarter and Jaichon re-
turned the favor to seal the deal.

“A little high-low action going
down! One of us at the top to see if the
other one is open,” Jaichon explained.
“We played them for four years. It’s
always a big rivalry. The fans come
out and support us. You never want a
loss to Westfield. We practice hard to
prepare for them and work together.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 13 16   5 11 45
Westfield   6 10   9 10 35

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ARMS AND LEGS EVERYWHERE…Raider Sean Cannon, front, begins to free himself from an entanglement with Indian
Rochelle Hinton in the 125-lb bout. Cannon pinned Hinton with a cradle in 4:49.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEING HEMMED IN…Blue Devil Diana Venezia gets hemmed in by Raiders
Saxony Nielsen, right, and Kaylin Jaichon, behind.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,279,000

SCOTCH PLAINS SPLIT LEVEL $644,500SCOTCH PLAINS SPLIT LEVEL $639,900

New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Great opportunity to have you dream home built in an excellent location. Many options available. Very deep properties that
are close to Franklin School and Center of Town. Work with builder and customize plans to create your perfect home. 4 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths prestigious Center Hall
Colonials are planned. Hardwood floors throughout, custom millwork, and spa like retreat Master bath are a given. Intercom, central vac, and stereo system are just a
few of the many appointments included in this gem. Will Build To Suit! MLS # 2546035

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Pristine Split Level home situated on a large wooded lot on a tree lined street. The home
features an eat-in-kitchen, Formal Dining Room, entertainment sized Living Room, 4
generous bedrooms and 2.5 baths. The large Family Room has a wood burning fireplace
surrounded by a custom crafted wood and tile mantel. The spacious screened porch and
the large cedar deck overlooking the private property provides plenty of room for outdoor
family living and entertainment. MLS # 2579123

MOUNTAINSIDE OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 2/8  1-4PM $519,000
This charming all brick Split Level house features 3 spacious Bedrooms and a Formal Living
Room with beautiful French Bay windows overlooking the newly landscaped front yard with
a brand new sprinkler system. There is a Formal Dining Room with French doors leading to
the 3 tiered wood deck. The full Bathroom was updated in 2008. The eat-in-kitchen has
granite countertops, wood cabinetry, beautiful Mexican tile floors and a brand new wall oven.
There is a Family Room in the newly carpeted basement and a half bath. The house features
central air, beautiful hardwood floors throughout and almost a half acre of property...with lots
of potential for expansion. Directions: Route 22 West to Robin Hood #204. MLS # 2567048

This gracious 4 bedroom Split Level home offers a spacious sunlit floor plan enhanced
by quality upgrades and amenities. Set on a spectacular .947 acre complete with a
sparkling in-ground pool, just moments from schools, shops, NY transportation and
recreation. MLS # 2636645

CRANFORD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 2/8  1-4PM $575,000
This newer Colonial is situated on a tranquil street just steps from Green Acres Park. The
first floor boasts a lovely sunlit Living Room; Formal Dining Room with dentil moldings,
chair rail and French doors leading to the yard; and a spacious eat-in-kitchen with wood
cabinetry. The kitchen opens to a warm and inviting Family Room. The second floor has 3
nice sized Bedrooms, a Laundry Room and a Master Bedroom with Master Bath and walk-
in closet. A dry basement with high ceilings has a large finished recreation room and abundant
storage. A 1 car attached garage and an attic complete this lovely home. Additional features
include Central Air, ceiling fans, hardwood floors and French doors. Directions: South Ave
to Lincoln to Denman #423. MLS # 2632446

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


