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Can SP-F Swimmers End
WHS’s County Streaks?

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s been 10 years since the Union
County Boys Swimming Champion-
ships have created this much buzz.

Back in 1999, the best team in Scotch
Plains-Fanwood history ended
Westfield’s 42-year reign as county
champions, a streak that had started in
1957. There were some close calls for
WHS along the way – including ties
for the title in 1962 (Pingry) and 1986
(Summit) – but until SP-F finally came
up with the narrow win in ’99, nobody
had claimed an outright title since
Pingry in 1956. After that ’99 meet,
SP-F star Steve Berkowitz said, “We
knew if we didn’t beat them this year,
nobody might ever beat them.”

It was one of the wildest county
meets in the event’s 57-year history
(WHS has won 54 times). The final
point totals were SP-F 323.5 and WHS
304. But that doesn’t begin to show
how close the meet was. WHS cap-
tain Seth Burstein won the 200-indi-
vidual medley but was disqualified
for wearing an illegal cap (he’d for-
gotten to flip his club team cap in-
side-out so its logo didn’t show) and
that cost 19 points (which would have
left WHS a half point behind!). Even
more critical were the 200-medley
and 200-freestyle relays, where WHS
led both races for 190 yards, only to
have Raider anchorman Dave Russ
pull out both victories. The 24-point
swing in the relays was the differ-
ence, since SP-F got 64 points (32 for
each first place) to WHS’s 52 (26
points for each runnerup). If WHS
won those relays, they’d have won
the meet by a 316-311.5 margin, even
with the disqualification in the IM.

WHS has wreaked havoc at coun-
ties the past nine years, and, for sure,
coach Jeff Knight’s ’09 club, cur-
rently ranked No. 1 in the state, is
definitely the team to beat. WHS also
owns a 102-68 win over SP-F back on
December 20, although the Raiders,
ranked No. 11 in the state, were with-
out Dan and Mike Napolitano, two
outstanding transfers from Metuchen
St. Joseph who weren’t eligible yet.
That duo has definitely upgraded
coach Jess Hulnik’s club, as seen by
its recent 90-80 victory over
Bridgewater-Raritan. Yes, that’s the
same Bridgewater team that knocked
off St. Joseph earlier this winter and
recently captured the Somerset

County championship.
So look for even more intensity and

raucous cheering (or booing of WHS
by all the other schools) when the 58th
Union County Boys Swimming Cham-
pionships are held tomorrow night, 6
p.m., at Elizabeth High School. The
32nd girls meet will be Saturday morn-
ing, 10 a.m., also at Elizabeth.

With senior Zach Peart, the
Napolitano brothers, Erick Walker,
Mike Henkels, Mike and Dan Pesin,
Mike Rizzo, Ryan Brown and
standout freshmen Greg Baliko and
Joey Dunn, the Raiders have the man-
power to stack three relays and possi-
bly pull off the “Woodstock Upset” –

Ten Years After. Baliko will be the
favorite in the IM and breaststroke,
while the Napolitano brothers will
get a lot of points in the freestyle and
butterfly. Peart, who has developed
into arguably SP-F’s best swimmer
ever, is a big-time threat in the IM, but
most likely he’ll be the fly and back.

In recent years SP-F has had some
fierce battles with Summit for the
runnerup trophy. That shouldn’t be
the case this winter. Although the
Hilltoppers have their strongest team
in years, SP-F should be closer to
WHS/first place then Summit/third
place. But the ‘Toppers definitely have

HENRY, KIM, PANARESE, SKIBITSKY GET BIG WINS

Blue Devil Matmen Go 11-0,
Set Back Minutemen, 52-18

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fine conditioning proved to be
important in several bouts but ag-
gressive wrestling added to
Westfield’s 52-18, triumph over the
Elizabeth High School Minutemen in
Westfield on January 30. All of the
big guns were expected to win, and
did, but several crucial bouts, for Dis-
trict 11 seeding purposes, went in
favor of the 11-0 Blue Devils.

Blue Devil junior Brian Henry has
been coming on strong in recent weeks
and proved that he was not about to
slack off when he finished off Min-
uteman George Travinsky in 2:00 with
a back double arm bar stack at 145-
lbs. He also performed a smooth duck
under takedown earlier in the period.

“Brian Henry’s really turned the
corner right now. He’s someone we
are counting on. He’s aggressive. Even
the matches he’s losing, he’s losing
when he’s making mistakes being
aggressive. Those are things you can
correct but he’s got a great attitude.
He’s really come a long way this
season. I want to see how he finishes
up. I think he’s going to have a strong
end to the season,” Head Coach Glen
Kurz said.

In the bout prior to Henry’s, team-
mate Joe Panarese had a standing first
period with Jose Arias but tacked on
a takedown and nearfall in the second
period and added an escape, penalty
point, two takedowns and a nearfall

to grab a 13-2, majority decision at
140-lbs. At 171-lbs, Bill Kim demon-
strated that conditioning counts when
he shrugged off a 4-0 deficit to claim
a 9-6 victory over Minuteman Chris
Negron

“Bill Kim came away with a nice
win. He had a good third period.
Panarese! Slow start! Zero-zero first
period, he comes out 13-2. He had a lot
of gas in the tank,” coach Kurz said.

The match began when Minute-
man Ralph Stadler received a forfeit
at 119-lbs then Nick DeFreitas tore
into Danny Rivera, amassing six
takedowns, an escape and a nearfall
before winning by injury default in

4:28 at 125-lbs. The Minutemen ceded
a forfeit to John Barnes at 130-lbs
then Christian Barber decided he also
liked the time of 4:28 when he settled
Roberto Dominguez with a wrist, half
nelson at 135-lbs.

In the 152-lb bout, Sam Reichbach
took only 58 seconds to smother Elijah
Greene and to up the Blue Devils’
lead to 34-6. Blue Devil Chris
Tomasso had a wild bout with Erick
Ventura but wound up on the short
end of an 11-8 decision at 160-lbs.
The Minutemen won by fall at 189-
lbs then Blue Devil Zach Frantz came
from behind in the third period to pin
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SPF/Rahway Wrestling
Westfield/East Side Basketball
Westfield/Elizabeth Wrestling
SPF/Westfield Girls Basketball
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DEGNAN SCORES 20, JAICHON GRABS 13 REBOUNDS

Raiders Rule Boards, Defeat
Lady Blue Devil Cagers, 45-35

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Laura Degnan held the hot hand
with 20 points and Kaylin Jaichon
continued her domination of the
boards as the visiting Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls basket-
ball team defeated Westfield, 45-35,
on February 2. The victory put the 12-
6 Raiders in the driver’s seat for the
upcoming Union County Tournament
scheduled to begin on February 10.

The Raiders also defeated the 12-7
Blue Devils, 51-39, on January 17
and Kathryn DeCataldo set the pace
early, scoring 10 of her 13 points in
the first quarter. Jaichon had 13 re-
bounds in that game and also pulled

13 in the recent game.
This time, Degnan and DeCataldo

sank respective 3-pointers to give the
Raiders an immediate 6-0 lead in the
first quarter, which ended 13-6 in the
Raiders’ favor. Degnan had five points
in the quarter and, with assists from
DeCataldo, who finished with five as-
sists and five points, banged in another
eight points in the second quarter to
expand the halftime lead to 29-16.

“The last time Kathryn had the hot
hand, so they were looking for
Kathryn this time and I was open,”
commented Degnan, who also had
four rebounds and an assist.

“She gets some sneaky ones and
offensive rebounds. She’s a tall guard

and she shoots from pretty high up, so
she’s tough to guard and she’s quick,”
Raider Head Coach Bruce Davis said
of Degnan. “She really picked us up
because they were sagging all over
Kaylin. They knew that DeCataldo beat
them early last time we played them. I
knew they were going to come out and
try to keep her from getting off.”

Tara Handza and Katie Ponce led
the Blue Devils with 12 points each.
Handza, who had a pair of 3-pointers,
finished with five assists, four rebounds
and four steals, while Ponce had six
rebounds, three steals and two assists.
Diana Venezia put in six points and
Keri Pringle added five points and

Spectacular Properties in the Heart of Indian Forest 
Live in one of Westfield’s premiere locations! Two adjacent properties for sale. One is .7 of an acre with an expansive 11 room, 6 
bedroom, 3 1/2 bath home, the other is .64 of an acre of a rare unimproved land on which to build the home of your dreams. Or, com-
bine the two for a gracious estate in idyllic Indian Forest 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Wende Gates, Sales Associate 
908-233-5989, Direct Dial 

908-403-2060, Cellular 

Tall, majestic trees frame this well-built home that is set in one of  Westfield’s finest locations. This home boasts a formal dining room, and formal living 
room with gas fireplace, new windows, new bath, new carpeting, and central air. Enjoy proximity to Westfield’s top rated schools, award winning down-
town, and New York City transportation in this elegant, sought-after neighborhood.  Shown by appointment. Offered for $1,295,000. 

Or… A once in a lifetime opportunity! Beautiful, buildable lot in the heart of prestigious Indian Forest. Build your dream home to suit in an incomparable 
setting. .64 of an acre. Offered for $1,159,000.  

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MINUTEMAN IN DEEP DOUBLE TROUBLE…Blue Devil Brian Henry cranked Minuteman George Travinsky in 2:00
with a back double arm bar stack in his 145-lb bout.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HANGING ONTO THE REBOUND…Raider Kaylin Jaichon, kneeling left, holds onto the basketball as Blue Devil Tara
Handza attempts to take it from her.
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