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TAKING THE EXPRESS…Students at Lincoln School in Westfield recently ex-
plored various aspects of the winter holidays. They wore pajamas to school to listen
to Principal Audrey Zavetz read the Christmas-themed story The Polar Express and
enjoyed hot chocolate afterwards. On a different day, they wore red and enjoyed
activities such as playing with dreidels for Hanukkah, and then wore green on a third
day to learn about the traditions of Kwanzaa. Pictured, from left to right, are Linda
Steele’s p.m. kindergarteners Alexa Tsarsi, Russell Cohen, Matthew Melao and
Olivia Cabral chugging down the hallway “tracks” to The Polar Express event.

Boy Scout Troop Participates
In Orienteering Competition

WESTFIELD — Boy Scout Troop
#73 of Westfield recently participated
in an Orienteering Competition held at
Washington Crossing State Park. About
100 scouts from the region participated
in the October 25th event, including
three scouts from Troop #73. The Scouts
were Matthew Lang, T.J. O’Neil and
Steven Delia. Scout Leaders Tom
O’Neil, Alec Ireland and Steve Delia
accompanied them.

During the competition, scouts navi-
gated through a course in the woods
using only a map and compass to guide
them. While navigating the course, the
scouts had to pass by certain locations,
called control points, indicated on their
maps. Each control point contained a
unique marker, which the orienteering
scout had to collect as he passed through
the location. The winner of the compe-
tition is the scout or scouts that navigate
through all of the control points and
markers in the woods in the shortest
amount of time.

Steven, in his first orienteering com-
petition, placed first in the Scout and
Tenderfoot rank division. Steven’s
course was 2,472 meters long and in-
cluded a 40-meter climb. There were
13 control points on his course.

Matthew and T.J. partnered up in the
pairs grouping. Mr. Delia competed in
the adult basic course, which was 2,929
meters long with a 50-meter climb.

The weather during the competition
was moderate with intermittent show-
ers, but the temperature was warm
enough not to put a damper on events.

Troop #73 placed fairly well overall
among the scout troops and the boys

hope to return next year and claim more
first-place finishes.

Boys 11-17 are eligible to join Scout-
ing. For information, contact Troop
#73’s Scout Master, Steve Deduck, at
(908) 233-2867.

CEA Grants Keep Students
Safe, Community Informed

STAYING ALERT…From left to right, Stephen Izzo, manager of grants; Dr.
Gayle Carrick, superintendent of schools; Beth Lambe, Cranford Education
Association (CEA) president, and Robin Melleno, CEA vice president congregate
after the CEA awarded a PRIDE Grant to the school system to assist in the funding
of an instant alert system.

CRANFORD – For the second year
in a row, the Cranford Education Asso-
ciation (CEA), which represents ap-
proximately 535 district educators,
awarded a $5,500 PRIDE Grant to the
Cranford Public Schools to help fund
the Honeywell Instant Alert System.

The balance of the annual fee for the
system — used to communicate with
parents, staff and community members
about emergency school closings, de-
layed openings and unscheduled early
dismissals, among other things — is
again being funded through additional
grants and donations.

The Instant Alert System, also re-
ferred to as an Emergency Messaging
or Automated Calling System, is being
used by more and more institutions to
quickly place all types of phone and
electronic messages to thousands of
community members simultaneously.

Cranford Public Schools began us-
ing the system last year to deliver a
single, clear message to students, par-
ents, guardians, community officials
and residents by home, work and cell
phone, e-mail, pager, text message and
PDA device.

Beyond student safety, the use of
Instant Alert produces savings by elimi-
nating the time and money associated
with paper and phone-tree communi-
cations while enabling the district to
target messages to specific groups such
as parents of soccer team members.

It can even be used to keep users
informed of everyday activities, includ-
ing event times and locations, schedule

changes, student performance and im-
portant meetings.

The CEA, however, is helping the
district communicate with its students
and the community in another impor-
tant way. This year, it is again helping to
fund the publication of Spectrum, the
district’s print newsletter shared thrice-
yearly with students, staff, parents, and
community members, through a $5,000
PRIDE Grant.

“The CEA, in conjunction with the
NJEA, is proud to be able to contribute
monetarily to Spectrum and the
Honeywell Instant Alert System, since
providing every child in Cranford with
an exceptional education — our prima-
rily goal — means first keeping them
safe and everyone informed,” said CEA
President Beth Lambe.

Dr. Gayle Carrick, superintendent of
schools, said, “These grants provide a
great example of the close relationship
shared by the CEA and our board of
education. Through them and the CEA’s
day-in, day-out support of our district,
it is positively impacting the lives of our
students, and the open communica-
tions we share with the community.”

For additional information about the
CEA, contact Beth Lambe at (908)
709-6244 or
lambeth@cranfordschools.org.

For more information about the
district’s grants and special programs,
contact Stephen Izzo, grants manager
and author of the Instant Alert Grant, at
(908) 709-6207 or
izzo@cranfordschools.org.

www.goleader.com/express
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SPFHS’s DECA Club Gives
Back to FoodBank of NJ

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School’s (SPFHS)
DECA Club, throughout the month
of December, worked side by side
with the Community FoodBank of
New Jersey located in Hillsborough
in an effort to assist this organization
in its pursuit to feed the hungry.

SPFHS DECA Presidents Erica
Goldberg and Joe Del Prete devised
this idea in an effort to aid the
FoodBank in its endeavors to feed the
hungry. Two dates were arranged in
December in which the club’s mem-
bers had an opportunity to donate
their time at the FoodBank and work
alongside other volunteers.

During their first visit to the
FoodBank, the club’s members not
only offered their physical assistance
but also brought 190 pounds of food,
which they collected amongst DECA
members.

On its second and final visit to the
FoodBank, the club came bearing
even more food that had been col-
lected throughout the entire SPFHS

from students and staff.
In addition to its other services to

the organization, SPFHS’s DECA
Club also donated $1,250 to aid the
FoodBank’s cause. This donation was
accumulated from the canister drive
held on October 11 and 12, as well as
donations left by students and staff in
a donation jar located inside the
school’s DECA store.

Marjorie FitzGibbon and Joseph
Franzone serve as co-advisors to the
DECA Club.

UCC Course Helps
Enhance Writing Skills

CRANFORD – Union County Col-
lege (UCC) will offer an eight-week
course, “Effective Writing,” starting in
February, which addresses the chal-
lenges that professionals and support
staff alike continually face in their daily
writing experience.

“Effective Writing” is a comprehen-
sive, non-credit course designed for
people in the workforce, for those who
are enrolled in higher-education pro-
grams or seeking to enter a career field,
and for those who want to hone their
skills in planning to write a book or
other publication.

The course addresses ways to target
a reading audience based on the pur-
pose, message and style of writing con-
tent. Students will gain an understand-
ing of proper word selection, the use of
the apostrophe, eliminating unneces-
sary words, sentence structure and punc-
tuation, avoiding run-on sentences, sub-
ject-verb agreement, placing words in
sentences for enhanced readability and
building paragraphs that are unified,
coherent and complete.

Participants will obtain practical,
hands-on instruction. Assignments will

feature writing and grammatical exer-
cises dealing with the approach to de-
veloping a variety of written docu-
ments – all in an open, accepting, non-
judgmental environment.

While students typically have a range
of backgrounds and educational levels,
they share a common need for strength-
ening their writing skills for enhanced
communication.

“Effective Writing” will be offered
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Thursdays,
February 5 through April 2 at the
college’s Cranford campus. (No class
will be held on Thursday, March 19 due
to the college’s closing for its Spring
Break.)

For more information or to register,
call the college’s Division of Economic
Development and Continuing Educa-
tion at (908) 709-7600.

ALL AROUND THE WORLD…Kinderprep students celebrate Hanukkah by mak-
ing potato latkes as part of their two-week study on “Holiday’s Around the World.”

Middle School Students
Enjoy Friday’s Place

SCOTCH PLAINS – In early Janu-
ary, 296 seventh and eighth graders
from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
community enjoyed their second
Friday’s Place.

For a $5 admission charge at the
door ($4 in advance), the students
from Park and Terrill Middle Schools
and St. Bartholomew Academy en-
joyed an evening full of activities,
including a Battle of the Bands –
featuring three local bands – a DJ,
knock hockey,
ping pong and a
PG-rated movie.

Refreshments
were available for
a nominal fee. The
evening promised
a fun night of mu-
sic, dancing and
games – a chance
for kids to get to-
gether and just
have fun. Three of
the bands that per-
formed were com-
prised of local high school students
from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS), Outnumbered,
Checkerboard Armada and PI.

In addition, a guitarist from a Long
Island band, End The Stars, came and
played an acoustic set and handed out
CDs. The members from PI are do-
nating a portion of their evening’s
compensation towards Against Ma-
laria (againstmalaria.com), a chari-
table organization that purchases
mosquito netting for the prevention
of malaria worldwide.

The DJ, Party King, kept the kids
dancing for the entire event. There
were ping-pong tables and knock
hockey tables set up in the cafeteria
that saw a full night of play.

For those who wanted a quieter
pace, they viewed The Pacifier in the
auditorium. Those that needed to
keep up their energy were able to
purchase refreshments for under a
dollar each.

The event proved to be a complete
success thanks to the many commu-
nity and parent volunteers.

Friday’s Place is sponsored by
Scotch Plains Recreation Committee
to benefit Community Against Sub-

stance Abuse
(CASA), under
the leadership of
Lisa Germano,
committee chair
and Park Middle
School represen-
tative; Geri
Rembish, Terrill
Middle School
representative;
Leslie Viviano, St.
Bart’s representa-
tive, and Debbie
Nardone, refresh-

ments chair.
All worked with an entire event

coordinating committee, staffed by
PTA members and chaperones, made
up of parent volunteers.

All proceeds from Friday’s Place
benefit CASA. Each year, CASA
awards a $1,000 scholarship to a
graduating SPFHS student and do-
nates $500 towards Project Gradua-
tion. There will be one more Friday’s
Place event during the current school
year, held in April.

The Friday’s Place Committee will
ask for adult volunteers to chaperone
the evening. For more information or
to volunteer for the next Friday’s
Place, contact Lisa Germano at
lgmayo1@yahoo.com.

TGIF…Middle school students from
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood community
enjoy Friday’s Place, held earlier this
January.

                         
                                                                                                
                                                                                     

            
 
 
 
 
 

 Computing & Digital Photography 

 Creative Arts & Crafts 

 Culinary Arts & Nutrition 

 Dance & Fitness 

 Finance, Business & Legal Issues 

 Personal Growth, Health & Safety 

 Home Improvement  

 Languages 

                   Look for our catalog in your mailbox, local libraries, train stations, or on 
our website. Register online, by mail or in person at Westfield High School Monday 
evenings during semester 

Many Classes Held Monday Evenings at Westfield High School 
Class lengths from 1 to 8 weeks, start dates vary 

 Spring Semester Starts March 2 
 Many New Classes! 

 History, Politics & Philosophy 

 Personal Organization 

 Music & Performing Arts 

 SAT  

 Travelogues & Trips 

 Writing & Publishing 

 Mahjong and Bridge 

 First Aid & CPR  

               

Register and see class information on our NEW website at  
www.westfieldadultschool.com or call 908-232-4050 
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Wardlaw Sets Open
House for February 25
EDISON – The Wardlaw-Hartridge

School, located at 1295 Inman Avenue
in Edison, will host its next Admission
Information Session for prospective
students in grades pre-kindergarten
through 12 on Wednesday, February
25, from 9 to 11 a.m.

Charlotte Vigeant, Wardlaw-
Hartridge director of admission and
financial aid, said, “Our open house
provides prospective families with an
inside look into the Wardlaw-Hartridge
community. Students, faculty and cur-
rent parents will be on hand to share
their experiences at Wardlaw-
Hartridge.

“Families will meet with teachers,
tour our facility with student ambassa-
dors and admission representatives,
and hear from our headmaster, An-
drew Webster.”

Gerard Gonnella, associate director
of admission and a 1989 graduate of
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School, will
join Mrs. Vigeant in guiding prospec-
tive families and students through the
admission process.

For more information or to attend
the Admission Information Session,
call (908) 754-1882, extension 155, or
e-mail blambertsen@whschool.org.


