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Library Announces Events
For Black History Month

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will offer two
special programs in celebration of Black
History Month during February.

Barbara Thompson Howell, author
of “How to Trace Your African-Ameri-
can Roots,” will speak on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 15, at 2 p.m. Ms. Howell is a sixth
generation Whippany resident, author
and a retired editorial executive.

Drawing from over three decades
documenting her own family history,
and her deep knowledge of the sub-
ject in general, Ms. Howell will cover
some of the basics of genealogical
research, along with the special chal-
lenges of tracing African-American
ancestry.

On Thursday, February 26, at 7:30
p.m., Lawrence Hogan, professor of

history at Union County College, will
present “The Shady Rest Country
Club: A Black New Jersey Cultural
Oasis in the Age of Segregation.”

This black-owned and operated
country club in Scotch Plains flour-
ished from the 1920s through the
1950s, drawing stars and leaders from
the worlds of entertainment, sports,
business and culture.

Professor Hogan’s program will be
offered through the Horizon Speak-
ers Bureau of the New Jersey Council
for the Humanities, a state partner of
the National Endowment for the Hu-
manities.

All programs at the library are free
and open to everyone. Pre-registra-
tion is highly recommended, as space
is limited. The Scotch Plains Public
Library is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue, one block from Park Avenue in
the center of the township. For fur-
ther information, to register or get
directions, call the library at (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or e-
mail library@scotlib.org.

Author-Professor to Share
Unlikely Urban Adventures
FANWOOD – Author and Rutgers

University professor Michael Aaron
Rockland will visit the Fanwood Me-
morial Library on Tuesday, February
10, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. He will read
from and discuss two of his books,
“Snowshoeing Through Sewers: Ad-
ventures in New York City, New Jer-
sey, and Philadelphia” and “The
George Washington Bridge: Poetry
in Steel.”

In his 1994 “Snowshoeing Through
the Sewers,” Professor Rockland re-
counts his adventures in unlikely ur-
ban settings. He has circumnavigated
Manhattan Island in a canoe, walked
the length of Broadway (275 blocks)
in one day and canoed from New Jer-
sey to Manhattan, staying overnight
on Ellis Island. Additionally, he has
bicycled the length of New Jersey’s
Route 22, competed in the Delaware
River Raft Race in the Snuffle-upagus,
walked the length of Philadelphia and
managed to canoe it also.

In his latest book, “The George
Washington Bridge: Poetry in Steel”
(2008), Professor Rockland pays trib-
ute to a national landmark by weav-
ing together history, popular culture,

behind-the-scenes tours and personal
insights. The highlight of the book is
Professor Rockland’s adventures on
the bridge, including climbing to the
top of one of the towers.

Professor Rockland’s early career
was in the United States diplomatic
service, during which he was a cul-
tural attaché in both Argentina and
Spain. He is the author of 11 books,
three of which have received special
recognition. Currently chairman of
American Studies at Rutgers Univer-
sity, he lives in central New Jersey.

Professor Rockland has won five
major teaching/lecturing awards, in-
cluding the National Teaching Award
in American Studies. He has lectured
in some 21 countries around the world.
A regular contributor to New Jersey
Monthly magazine, he also has worked
in television and film production,
mostly for PBS.

This program will be free to the
public, but reservations are recom-
mended. The Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary is located at North Avenue and
Tillotson Road. For more information
and to reserve a space, call the library
at (908) 322-6400.

SCALING NEW HEIGHTS…Professor Michael Rockland climbs to the top of
one of the George Washington Bridge towers on the cable, accompanied by Port
Authority Emergency Service Unit Police. He will discuss his adventures at the
Fanwood Memorial Library on Tuesday, February 10, from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Gardening Club Open
To County Youngsters
AREA – Union County boys and

girls in grades 3 through 5 are invited
to join the Rutgers 4-H/Whole Foods
Gardening Club. The club will meet
on the second and fourth Fridays of the
month beginning February 13 from
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. at the Whole Foods
store at 2235 Springfield Avenue in
Union.

During the meetings, children will
plant seeds, make crafts, sample healthy
snacks and learn leadership skills. The
cost for supplies at each meeting is $2
and parents must accompany their child.

To register for this club, call the
Rutgers Cooperative Extension 4-H
Department of Union County at (908)
654-9854, extension no. 2237.

The 4-H Youth Development Pro-
gram is part of Rutgers Cooperative
Extension. 4-H educational programs
are offered to all Union County youth,
on an age-appropriate basis, without
regard to race, color, national origin,
gender, religion or disability. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.)

For additional information, con-
tact County 4-H Agent James
Nichnadowicz at (908) 654-9854 or
nj4h.Rutgers.edu.

Willow Grove Announces
Mardi Gras Celebration

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church invites
members of the community to its
third annual Mardi Gras Jazz Wor-
ship Service and Brunch on Sunday,
February 22.

The 10 a.m. service will include a
variety of jazz gospel pieces and
spirituals, culminating in a rendition
of “When the Saints Go Marching
In.” Director of Music Paul DiDario
of South Plainfield will direct the
choir as it presents an arrangement
of “Keep Your Lamps.”

Childcare and children’s classes
will be provided during the worship
service, but youngsters also will be
welcome to stay during the service.

The Dixie Mix Jazz Band will per-
form the music this year. Led by Doug
Rollender, the Dixie Mix consists of a
network of more than 20 musicians
who play Dixieland-style jazz and a
library of hundreds of classical
Dixieland and standard jazz tunes.

The ensemble performs most of-
ten as a quintet, but also appears as a
jazz trio in restaurants and more in-

timate gatherings or as a full eight-
piece band with vocalist for stage
shows and larger events.

The quintet performing for the Mardi
Gras Jazz Worship Service at Willow
Grove includes Mr. DiDario on piano,
Hank D’Angelo of Woodbridge on
tenor sax, Rod Anderson of Princeton
on clarinet, Doug Rollender of
Bridgewater on trombone and David
Grego of Hoboken on tuba.

After worship, a free brunch will
be served including egg and sausage
casserole, fruit salad, bagels and bev-
erages. King Cakes, a Mardi Gras
tradition honoring the Magi, also
will be served.

Reservations are appreciated by
Thursday, February 19. Interested
persons are asked to call the church
office at (908) 232-5678, e-mail
info@willowgrovechurch.org or
visit the church website,
willowgrovechurch.org.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains. All its facili-
ties are handicap-accessible.

Golden Agers Reveal Trip
For St. Pat’s Celebration

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Golden Agers Club will cel-
ebrate St. Patrick’s Day with a trip
on Wednesday, March 11, to Li
Greci Staaten on Staten Island, N.Y.
All are welcome to attend.

Tickets, which cost $61, include
musical renditions by Irish tenor
Mike Byrne; an elegant lunch and
the bus ride from the Scotch Hills
Country Club. The bus will depart
at 10:15 a.m. that morning.

The menu for the occasion will fea-
ture one-hour open bar, soup or pasta
and garden salad for starters, with an
entrée choice of corned beef and cab-
bage, roasted chicken or baked salmon
oreganato, plus favorite accompani-
ments. A dessert table will follow.

The Golden Agers Club gives senior
citizens a chance to meet with their
peers, share ideas, interact and gather
useful information. It meets weekly on
Thursdays at 10 a.m. from September
to June at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at Plainfield Avenue and
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.

Birthday celebrations, bingo and
social opportunities are a regular part
of weekly meetings. Members are

invited to provide suggestions for
activities and free luncheons are pro-
vided at least one week during each
month. Special speakers give presen-
tations on health and other topics.

Membership, theater, musical re-
vues and other activity trips are
available to everyone. For trip de-
tails, call Jean De Tore at (908) 889-
4121 or Mary De Jesso at (908)
654-4512. Club membership infor-
mation is available by calling Marge
Van Duyne at (908) 889-4631.

SCOUT SUPPORTER…Ambassador Girl Scouts from Troop No. 498 present
the 2008 Girl Scouts of Washington Rock Council Westfield Community Award
to Westfield Lumber and Home Center and Tony Di Francesco in recognition of
their service to the Girl Scouts of Westfield. Mr. Di Francesco provided the girls
with paint and supplies to complete their Gold Award project, a three-story mural
at Franklin Elementary School, as well as providing supplies to other scout
projects. Pictured, from left to right, are: Mr. Di Francesco, Melia Parsloe and
Jorie Richlin-Zack.
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The Westfield Memorial Library 
presents:

Les
Jumelles
(The Twins) 
Jazz Quartet 

Wednesday,    
February 11    
at 7:00 pm 

Program open to Westfield Memorial Library 
and MURAL cardholders.  Register on the

library website at www.wmlnj.org and click on 
Calendar, or call 908.789.4090 x 4140.
550 E. Broad Street Westfield, NJ 07090

Library Friends Post
Free Museum Passes
WESTFIELD – The Friends of the

Westfield Memorial Library are con-
tinuing to sponsor and fund the Free
Museum Pass Program, through
which families can visit select New
Jersey and New York museums for
free. Many of the passes also cover
discounts at museum restaurants and
shops.

Two new museums have been added
to the list of participants. One is the
Museum of Arts and Design, formerly
the American Craft Museum, at 2
Columbus Circle in New York City.

The second new participant is the
New York Historical Society, the old-
est museum in New York City, lo-
cated at 170 Central Park West.

Passes also currently are available
for the following museums: Grounds
for Sculpture, Frick Collection, Ad-
venture Aquarium, New Jersey
Children’s Museum, Morgan Library
and Museum, Montclair Art Museum,
Garden State Discovery Museum,
Guggenheim Museum, Children’s
Museum of Manhattan and the Ameri-
can Museum of Natural History.

The passes are available to
Westfield Memorial Library
cardholders in good standing and to
non-resident MURAL cardholders
who are members of the Friends. For
full details, stop by the circulation
desk of the library, located at 550
East Broad Street.

Garden Club to Hear
Talk on Herb Farm

WESTFIELD – The Garden Club
of Westfield invites those interested
in gardening to attend its Tuesday,
February 10 meeting to be held at 1
p.m. in the Parish House of The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield, located
at 140 Mountain Avenue.

Louise Hyde, co-owner with her
husband, Cyrus Hyde, of a renowned
New Jersey herb nursery, will be the
featured speaker.

Located in the mountains of War-
ren County, Well Sweep Herb Farm is
known for having one of the largest
collections of herbs in the United
States. Almost 2,000 varieties of
plants may be found there.

The Hydes founded their business
40 years ago on a 4.5-acre farm. To-
day, their farm consists of 120 acres
containing display gardens, green-
houses, a barn, small animals and a
gift shop.

The Garden Club of Westfield is a
member of The Garden Club of New
Jersey and National Garden Clubs.
For more information about this meet-
ing or other club activities, call Rose-
mary Shire at (908) 232-8120.
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Chelsea Offers Lesson
On Cake Decorating
FANWOOD – A free lesson on

cake decorating will take place on
Thursday, February 12, at 7 p.m. at
The Chelsea at Fanwood, located at
295 South Avenue.

Barbara Merolla, formerly of
Barbara’s Decorating of North
Plainfield, will present the workshop.
She will demonstrate her craft, then
give hands-on instruction on how in-
dividuals can decorate their own cakes.

A raffle with prizes will be held. To
respond, call (908) 654-5200.


