
Page 4  Thursday, February 5, 2009 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

Fred K. Lecomte
MARKETING  DIRECTOR

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
OPERATIONS & LEGALS

The Westfield Leader

Legal Newspaper for the Borough of Fanwood
And the Township of Scotch Plains

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Karen M. Hinds
OFFICE MANAGER

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $28 • Two-year – $52 • Three-year – $76 • One-year college (September to May) – $20
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The Scotch Plains–Fanwood

TTTTTimes imes imes imes imes Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Michael Pollack
EDUCATION & ARTS

Legal Newspaper for the Town of Westfield,
Boroughs of Mountainside and Garwood

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New JerseyPeriodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

And the County of Union, NJ.

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Barack Obama

White House News

President of the United States

Memorandum for the Heads of Execu-
tive Departments and Agencies:

My Administration is committed to
creating an unprecedented level of open-
ness in government. We will work to-
gether to ensure the public trust and estab-
lish a system of transparency, public par-
ticipation, and collaboration. Openness
will strengthen our democracy and pro-
mote efficiency and effectiveness in gov-
ernment.

Government should be transparent.
Transparency promotes accountability
and provides information for citizens
about what their government is doing.
Information maintained by the Federal
government is a national asset. My ad-
ministration will take appropriate action,
consistent with law and policy, to dis-
close information rapidly in forms that
the public can readily find and use.

Executive departments and agencies
should harness new technologies to put
information about their operations and
decisions online and readily available to
the public. Executive departments and
agencies should also solicit public feed-
back to identify information of greatest
use to the public.

Government should be participatory.
Public engagement enhances the
government’s effectiveness and improves
the quality of its decisions. Knowledge is
widely dispersed in society, and public
officials benefit from having access to
that dispersed knowledge. Executive de-
partments and agencies should offer
Americans increased opportunities to
participate in policymaking and to pro-
vide their government with the benefits of
their collective expertise and informa-
tion.

Transparency and
Open Government

Executive departments and agencies
should also solicit public input on how we
can increase and improve opportunities
for public participation in government.
Government should be collaborative.
Collaboration actively engages Ameri-
cans in the work of their government.

Executive departments and agencies
should use innovative tools, methods, and
systems to cooperate among themselves,
across all levels of more government, and
with nonprofit organizations, businesses,
and individuals in the private sector. Ex-
ecutive departments and agencies should
solicit public feedback to assess and im-
prove their level of collaboration and to
identify new opportunities for coopera-
tion.

I direct the chief technology officer, in
coordination with the director of the Office
of Management and Budget (OMB) and the
administrator of general services, to coordi-
nate the development by appropriate execu-
tive departments and agencies, within 120
days, of recommendations for an Open
Government Directive, to be issued by the
director of OMB, that instructs executive
departments and agencies to take specific
actions implementing the principles set forth
in this memorandum. The independent agen-
cies should comply with the Open Govern-
ment Directive.

This memorandum is not intended to,
and does not, create any right or benefit,
substantive or procedural, enforceable at
law or in equity by a party against the
United States, its departments, agencies,
or entities, its officers, employees, or
agents, or any other person.

January 21, 2009. This memorandum
shall be published in the Federal Register.

Letters to the Editor
We’ve Faced Redistricting Before in
Westfield; Must Work Through It

Times Archives Bring
Back Good Memories
Thank you so much for the opportunity

to relive my childhood. I enjoyed reading
the articles [the recently placed online
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and The
Westfield Leader archives] for (from) the
mid-1950’s, when I lived in Fanwood and
at the Fanwood playground. I knew I had
won several sporting events. Lol (laugh
out loud). Thanks again.

Carol Mahon Finlay
Brick

Proud of WHS Students
Who Aced SAT2s

I was extremely proud to see, in the
January 29 edition of The Westfield
Leader, so many Westfield students who
achieved 800 on their SAT2 tests. As a
former Westfield Board of Education
member who reviewed, at one time or
another, during my tenure on the board,
the math texts used in the system, I am
especially delighted at the numbers of
those who aced the math exams.

It is a tribute to the school system, the
teachers, and, of course, the parents and
families of these wonderful kids who
continue to broadcast to the world the
excellence of Westfield’s academic envi-
ronment.

Congratulations and may all these
youngsters realize their college dreams
and may they continue on their road to
leadership in their generation.

Marilyn Gulotta
Westfield

‘We Reap What We
Sow’ in BOE Elections
As I recall, the last time the BOE

(Westfield Board of Education) was up
for election, the incumbents ran unop-
posed.

Today I see a lot of opposition energy
being focused on the Washington School
redistricting issue.

Too bad none of that opposition energy
existed at election time.

We reap what we sow.

Morgan O’Brien
Westfield

Washington’s Birthday Salute;
Celebrate His Ideals and Character

Cranford and Westfield Residents Thank Those Helping
Stop the Cell Tower Proposal Near Lenape Park

First let me say, it’s easy for me to look
at the proposed middle school redistrict-
ing situation with objectivity. It doesn’t
affect my family so my response isn’t
affected by my emotions. I agree with the
Washington families that we should avoid
breaking up the small population of Wash-
ington students. According to enrollment
numbers provided by the district, there is
room at Edison to accommodate all of the
children from Washington. The district
suggests that this is not a viable solution
because there would not be enough re-
sources at Edison in the school year 2009/
2010 to allow this as a feasible option
under current budget restrictions. If I were
a Washington parent I would suggest that
the district explain why we can’t transfer
resources from Roosevelt to Edison to
make this possible. If the district as a
whole can handle all of the incoming
sixth graders, why would resources need
to be added? Why can’t they just be
reallocated between the schools?

As superintendent, Dr. Dolan has been
given the difficult task of making the
decision of how to make our schools most
effective. No matter what she chooses as
a plan, there are going to be people who
are unhappy. We’ve faced redistricting
before and it’s never easy when your
children are affected. Since I’ve lived in
Westfield, the children in the Gardens
section of town have been moved from
Franklin to Wilson and now back to
Franklin. All of this is necessary so that
we can keep our class sizes within the
boundaries set by our Board of Educa-
tion. Accusing Dr. Dolan’s decisions as
discrimination is, I think, going a little too
far. Also, asking the district to finance an

addition to Roosevelt School when there
is extra capacity at Edison is fiscally
irresponsible, especially in these difficult
times.

Let’s also look at the logistics of the
reallocation of Washington students. One
writer from last week complained that
children shouldn’t have to go to middle
school over two miles away. If you live on
Michael Drive, one of the streets affected,
Mapquest calculates that you live 2.6
miles from Roosevelt. You’re already
over two miles away from the middle
school. Edison is 3.4 miles from the same
street. Are the children living on these
streets really walking home from extra-
curricular activities now? Will the extra
0.8 miles change their habits? The same
can be said for people living on Coolidge
Street. You live 1.9 miles from Roosevelt
and 2.7 miles from Edison. Again, this is
a difference of 0.8 miles.

Lastly, I have several neighbors and
former classmates of my son who chose
to attend Edison over Roosevelt. None of
them has complained and every one of
these kids is well-adjusted and happy. I
think no matter how this issue is resolved
it is more of a problem for the parents than
it turns out to be for the children. The best
thing we can do is work through different
solutions, and if it doesn’t work out the
way we want, don’t create anxiety for
your children. I’m sure there will be plenty
of students who they know from sports
and clubs. In a town of just over six square
miles, it’s hard to go anywhere without
knowing someone.

Kim Beattie
Westfield

Governor Should Talk
To Taxpayers on Train
Editor’s note: this was sent to Governor

Jon Corzine and copied to the newspaper.
On January 29, 2009, Governor

Corzine, many politicians, business lead-
ers, lobbyists and the like attended the
Chamber of Commerce Train Ride to
Washington, D.C. I suspect that there was
a lot of hand shaking and partying. All
this took place while we, the common
folk, went off to work, if we still had a
one. This trip is the reported to be the start
of the Governor’s re-election bid.

Governor, why not take NJ Transit one
day a week during rush hour and talk to us
taxpayers? I know that their must be some
hesitation, since many of us taxpayers
enjoyed our talks on the 800 percent toll
hike last year which placed you in front of
taxpayers which were not always favor-
able to your idea! Should you see fit to
join our on our daily ride to work (if we
are so lucky), please tell us ahead of time
so we can do what we can to schedule our
meeting with you.

To assure full disclosure, I am sending
this recommendation to the media.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

On February 22, we honor the Father of
our Country, George Washington, by cel-
ebrating his birth. George Washington
clearly defined what it means to be an
American, and through his actions, ex-
emplified the meaning of the words,
ideals, devotion, and love of country.

Washington’s exemplary character and
strong leadership as Commander-in-Chief
of the Continental Army held him in good
stead as he led his troops to victory. He
stated in his General orders in July 1776,
“Our own Country’s Honor, all call upon
us… Let us therefore rely upon the good-
ness of the Cause, and the aid of the
supreme Being, in whose hands Victory
is, to animate and encourage us to great
and noble Actions.”

As President of the Constitutional Con-
vention in 1787, realizing the difficult
task ahead he said to the delegates “If, to
please the people, we offer what we our-
selves disapprove, how can, we after-
wards defend our work? Let us raise a
standard to which the wise and the honest
can repair. The event is in the hand of
God.”

Washington’s honesty, integrity, and
loyalty, set the moral tone of our new
nation and made him the most beloved
and respected man in America. In 1788,
he wrote in a letter, “The first transactions
of a Nation, like those of an individual
upon his first entrance into life, make the
deepest impression, and are to form the
leading traits in its character.”

In his inaugural address on April 30,
1789, the First President of the United
States proclaimed, “The preservation of
the sacred fire of liberty, and the destiny
of the republican model of government,
are justly considered deeply, perhaps as
finally, staked on the experiment entrusted
to the hands of the American people.”

After two terms he voluntarily stepped
down. In his Farewell Address in 1796, he
fortuitously said, “The basis of our politi-
cal systems is the right of the people to
make and to alter their Constitutions of
Government. But the Constitution which
at all times exists, ‘till changed by an
explicit and authentic act of the whole
People, is sacredly obligatory upon all.”

George Washington died December

14, 1799. Upon his death, President John
Adams offered these prophetic words in
praise of his predecessor, “His example is
now complete, and it will teach wisdom
and virtue to magistrates, citizens, and
men, not only in the present age, but in
future generations, as long as our history
shall be read.”

Sadly, over the past 45 years much of
this history has been removed from our
children’s history books. Washington’s
portrait has been removed from the class-
room walls. His lessons of wisdom and
virtue have been lost to “Revisionist”
history, and today, we wonder where
Honor, Honesty, loyalty, integrity and
character have gone in our society.

Let us raise our glass in honor of
George’s birthday, and challenge each
other to live by the principals on which,
our great nation was founded, and to
teach by example.

In a speech given by Lt. Col. U.S.
Grant III in 1930, he said, “Teach your
pupils to know and admire George Wash-
ington, to carry his example and compan-
ionship in their hearts, and the country’s
destinies will be safe in the hands of the
next generation.”

It only takes two generations of igno-
rance for our history to be forgotten.

Happy Birthday George… Long live
your wisdom and virtue.

William Sanders
Mountainside

This letter is to express our gratitude to
the many wonderful people who helped
in the rejection of the 120-foot cell phone
tower that was proposed on the border of
Cranford and Westfield at the Cranford
Swim Club. First of all, our sincere thanks
to the Cranford Zoning Board who unani-
mously denied this project at a meeting on
December 8, 2008.

We are also deeply appreciative to The
Board of Chosen Freeholders led by Bette
Jane Kowalski with Norman Albert,
Union County attorney, and his witness,
Victor Vinegra who together helped us
greatly in this case.

John Schmidt, our outstanding at-
torney, and the many fine people he
called to testify, has guided us through
this long and arduous process to the
rejection of this proposal by the zoning
board.

Many concerned people working to-
gether helped us overcome this threat to
our homes, neighborhoods and Lenape
Park. Audrey and Joe Muratore, residents
of Cranford, provided invaluable assis-
tance. We are grateful to the 600 plus
people who signed our petition against

this cell tower application. Special thanks
to the people who faithfully attended the
zoning board meetings, both residents
affected and others to support us such as
Barbara and Frank Krause of Cranford,
Vicky Kimmins and Jo Neylan, Westfield
Council members, as well as those who
wrote letters to the newspapers and those
who spoke against this tower at the many
meetings.

We owe a huge debt of gratitude to the
people of the press who faithfully cov-
ered our long ordeal. The Westfield Leader
provided press coverage and printed the
letters of residents opposed to the tower
construction. The Chronicle and the Sub-
urban News unfailingly published our
meeting dates, provided news coverage
and printed residents concerns in Letters
to the Editor. Christina Hinke of The
Westfield Leader and Leslie Murray of
The Chronicle both wrote excellent de-
tailed accounts of the zoning board meet-
ings.

Sara Magnola, editor of The Chronicle;
Gregg Marx, former editor of the Cranford
Chronicle; Ellen Dooley, editor of the
Suburban News; Paul Greulich, formerly

of the Cranford Eagle now with the Local
Source as well as Robert Missick, for-
merly of the Star-Ledger, and Ron Ange-
les of the Star-Ledger, have all helped us
put important notices and articles in their
papers. We thank them for their interest
and help in keeping the public informed.

It is distressing that newspapers are
facing a financial crisis at this time and
sadly, some are not surviving. They help
immeasurably in getting out the news to
the people, especially the local news.
They are also a voice for those citizens
who want to express an opinion, sugges-
tion or objection. A free press is one of
our most precious freedoms and it should
be supported so that it will never disap-
pear.

Once again we are very grateful to
the many good, fair and interested
people who assisted us over these long
months to arrive at this place. We will
never forget your kindness and help.
From the residents of Cranford and
Westfield adjacent to Lenape Park, we
thank you.

Schuvart Family
Westfield
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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Desipient – To lack sense; foolish
2. Uraeus – The figure of the cobra on

the headdress of ancient Egyptian rulers
3. Gecarcinian – Land crabs
4. Amyctic – Abrasive; irritating

STRE
1. Fussy
2. Scatter
3. Straw
4. Revenge; reprisal

CERRIAL
1. Shiny; glossy; beaming with light
2. Pertaining to the bitter oak
3. Friendly; likeable
4. Found or growing in pastures

BAQUET
1. An astringent or repellent
2. A valet; servant
3. A wine glass used by sixteenth cen-

tury French aristocracy
4. A small tub

RESE
1. To pierce
2. A sneeze or grunt
3. To tremble or shake
4. A thrusting forward; a lunging
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Government... Like Fire, It Is a
Dangerous Servant, Fearful Master
What we call the Presidents’ Day holiday is really

not that.  It’s actually the holiday celebrating George
Washington’s birth in 1732, according to the United
States Office of Personnel Man-
agement. Granted too, there’s some
argument about what calendar was
in use during that time. Although
it’s popularly thought that Presi-
dents’ Day is the combination of
Washington’s and Lincoln’s birth-
day, Lincoln’s birthday on Febru-
ary 12, 1809 never became a fed-
eral holiday; but it did become a
legal holiday in several states, such
as New Jersey.

In 1968, legislation moved sev-
eral federal holidays. Washington’s
Birthday holiday of February 22
was moved to the third Monday in
February each year. Since taking
effect in 1971, it was intended to
simplify the calendar and give gov-
ernment workers three-day week-
ends.

The fact that there are three-day
weekends now seems the impor-
tant feature of most holidays today
— such as Presidents’ Day, Me-
morial Day and Labor Day. Could
it be that because we forgot the real
reasons for the holidays that we are
in the mess that we are today?

One could question the signifi-
cance of a general who hardly won
a battle, except for his last one – or
a statesman who hardly won an
election, except for his last one.

George Washington was the great
general with few victories. He’s
called the “Father of Our Country”
and most of us know that he was the first President
of the United States.

Abraham Lincoln was the great statesman that

hardly won an election. Considered one of the
greatest, he was the 16th President of the United
States and was assassinated in office at the start of

his second term in 1865.
Which of the two above said

“Associate yourself with men of
good quality if you esteem your
own reputation; for ’tis better to be
alone than in bad company?” or
“Government is not reason. Gov-
ernment is not eloquence. It is
force. And, like fire, it is a danger-
ous servant and a fearful master?”

These are quotes of George
Washington.

And then you would know that
Abraham Lincoln said at
Gettysburg: “that we here highly
resolve that these dead shall not
have died in vain — that this na-
tion, under God, shall have a new
birth of freedom — and that gov-
ernment of the people, by the
people, for the people, shall not
perish from the earth.”

His quote inscribed on one wall
of the Lincoln Memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C. is, “With malice to-
ward none; with charity for all;
with firmness in the right, as God
gives us to see the right, let us
strive on to finish the work we are
in; to bind up the nation’s
wounds....”

We think it is important for our
children to know of these great
men of perilous times, of their
character and sacrifice, of their
contribution to country and man-
kind.

Also, it’s way past time for all countrymen, adults,
elected officials – you and I – to live by our deeds
with the honor and character of these great men.


