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TOUGH TIMES…A huge turnout of homeless persons in Union county turn out
for a special event at Joseph’s Social Service Center in Elizabeth where they
received a meal and access to medical and social services. The event was part of
the effort by the Union County Department of Human Services to count the
number of homeless in the county.

Local Towns Not Immune
To Homeless Problem

COUNTY — A recent sweep by
the County of Union has turned up
hundreds of homeless persons includ-
ing four in Westfield and three each in
Scotch Plains and Cranford.

The statistics are used when the
county applies for grant money from
the federal government for programs
to help the homeless, said Frank
Guzzo, director human services for
the county.

 Those grants then go in turn to
groups like Homefirst, the former
Interfaith Council for the Homeless,
based in Plainfield, and Bridgeway,
in Elizabeth, for programs that pro-
vide job training, life skills courses
and housing, Mr. Guzzo said.

 While it will be several months
before the homeless count is official,
the last tally two years ago found 740
homeless persons in the county.

 Although the greatest concentra-
tions were in Elizabeth and Plainfield,
14 of the county’s 21 communities
reported having the homeless within
their borders.

 But with few social services in the
suburbs, many of those who suddenly
find themselves without a roof over
their head find their way to the more
urban communities.

As part of an effort to have last
week’s canvas record the homeless
situation as accurately as possible,
the Elizabeth Coalition for the Home-
less put together an afternoon pro-
gram to attract the homeless. There
were a number of health services,
including glucose testing for diabe-
tes, HIV testing, blood pressure
checks and eye exams. There were
also a number of representatives from
social service agencies, including the
Veteran’s Administration and New
Jersey Citizen Action, to explain to
those attending the resources avail-

able to them.
“They find their way to the city

because of the anonymity. They sleep
in cars and under bridges,” said
Veronica McGowan, one of the
event’s organizers. “The point is to
get them back into society.”

As word spread of the afternoon
event, the homeless and indigent lined
up for hours waiting for a chance to
see if any help would be available to
them.

While nearly 120 homeless turned
out on January 21, the following night
staff from the county’s Department
of Human Services, along with vol-
unteers, went to abandoned buildings
and other known gathering places in
Elizabeth and Plainfield to find those
who did not necessarily want to be
found.

Union County Freeholder Rayland
Van Blake, who is from Plainfield,
praised the county staff and volun-
teers for all their efforts.

“No community is immune to the
homeless problem,” he said. “I think
we all want to see a day when these
statistics are no longer needed.”

While collecting all the statistics
on the homeless is vital to securing
federal funds, “it’s important to re-
member that these are not just num-
bers. These are people in pain, and
people the county is committed to
helping,” Mr. Van Blake said.

Lance: ‘We Can Do Better’
On Fed. Stimulus Package

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th, Union) last
week met with President Barack
Obama to review the economic stimu-
lus package currently before the Con-
gress.

Later that evening, Mr. Lance par-
ticipated in a White House meeting
with President Obama’s chief of staff
Rahm Emanuel. Afterwards the Sev-
enth District lawmaker repeated his
call for a bipartisan approach to craft-
ing a stimulus plan that reduces waste-
ful spending and helps create jobs
through fast-acting tax relief for
middle-class families and small busi-
nesses.

“It was an honor to hear from Presi-
dent Obama on the economic stimu-
lus legislation,” Mr. Lance said. “It
was a sincere, thoughtful and open
discussion, and I agree with the
President’s message of bipartisan in-
clusiveness in crafting a strong stimu-
lus package. Unfortunately, the House
Democratic Leadership has authored
a partisan $1.1 trillion spending pack-
age that was not developed in a spirit
of bipartisanship.

“The measure currently moving
through Congress contains wasteful
spending,” Mr. Lance added. “We
must do more to provide relief to
those who need it: middle-class work-
ing families and small businesses.
And we must do it together – Repub-
licans and Democrats. So far that has
not happened and the American
people deserve better.”

According to a new estimate from
the nonpartisan Congressional Bud-
get Office (CBO), the real cost of the
stimulus plan is $1.1 trillion. The
CBO also noted that the plan would
add $347 billion to the national debt
over 10 years.

Moreover, Mr. Lance said two-
thirds of the House bill, or $550 bil-
lion, is new spending. Much of the
new spending is slated for projects
“that have nothing to do with jump-

starting our economy,” he said, like
$1.8 billion to repair National Park
Service facilities; $1 billion for the
2010 census; $650 million to subsi-
dize the purchase of analog-to-digi-
tal converter boxes; $600 million to
buy new cars for government work-
ers; $462 million for construction
and renovation for the Centers for
Disease Control; $360 million for
new child care centers at military
bases; $150 million for repairs to
Smithsonian Institution facilities, and
$44 million for repairs at the U.S.
Agriculture Department.

“I hope the stimulus bill that moves
through the Senate contains improve-
ments and suggestions from the Re-
publican side of the aisle. I will re-
view it when it comes back to the
House of Representatives to see if it
has become a better bill. We can do
better,” Mr. Lance said.

Lance to Address
FW-SP Rotarians

SCOTCH PLAINS – Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th, Union), recently
elected to represent New Jersey’s
Seventh District, will speak at the
regular Wednesday, February 18, lun-
cheon of the Rotary Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains (F-SP) at Pantagis Re-
naissance restaurant on Mountain Av-
enue at Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.
The public is invited to attend the
12:15 p.m. luncheon.

“Congressman Lance’s presence
makes this a special event for local
Rotary,” said F-SP Rotary President
Janet Strunk. “We are honored to
provide a venue where our represen-
tative can share an update on the
business climate and national policy
in a non-political forum.”

Those wishing to attend, should
call their intention to Ms. Strunk at
(908) 769-2234 during business hours
to enable the club to plan for adequate
space and seating.

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

STAHL FARELLA
Attorneys At Law

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Day������Evening������Saturday�Appointments�
Most�Insurance�Plans�Accepted�����Interest�Free�Financing�����Flexible�Payments�Options�

Dr.�Robert�V.�Scalera,�Jr.,�Director�

908-322-7800 
567 Park Ave �����Scotch Plains NJ

CELEBRATING 

CHILDREN’S DENTAL HEALTH MONTH 

WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS OF ALL AGES

For Kids 
Exam � digital x-rays  

Cleaning � fluoride 

New patients only � Reg. $220 

expires 3/31/09 CN 

For Adults 
Exam � digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only � Reg. $295 

 expires 3/31/09 CN 

“Have you Heard from Your Financial Advisor 
Lately?” 

David Mattos, RFC  and Jerald L. Aloof, RFC have over 40 years’ combined  experience 
helping individual investors manage their assets. 

David Mattos, RFC  of Mattos Capital Management, LLC 
&  

Jerald L. Aloof, RFC of JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC 
ask... 

David Mattos, RFC 
Managing Executive & Managing Director 

Mattos Capital Management, LLC 

Jerald L. Aloof, RFC 
Financial Advisor & Managing Director 

 JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC  

 Securities and investment advisory services offered through Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC and a registered  
investment advisor.  Mattos Capital Management, LLC and JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC are not affiliated with  

Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. or registered as broker-dealers or investment advisors 

Hilton Hotel—Woodbridge 
120 Wood Avenue South—Suite 507 

Iselin, NJ 08830 

At the Meeting, ask us about our FREE, Quarterly, Face-to-Face Reviews! 

Call us at 732-635-0900 to schedule a friendly, complimentary meeting.  

MS BOE Moves Mtg.
Dates to March 17, 31
MOUNTAINSIDE — The sched-

uled meetings of the Mountainside
Board of Education for Tuesdays,
March 10 and 24, have been can-
celled. New meetings have been sched-
uled for Tuesdays, March 17 and 31, at
7:30 p.m. at the Beechwood School,
Susan O. Collier Media Center, lo-
cated at 1497 Woodacres Drive.

Newspaper Assoc. Opposes
Cuts In Mail Service

REGION — National Newspaper
Association (NNA) President John
Stevenson said he feared cuts in United
States Postal Service (USPS) budgets
might do what rain, snow, sleet and
dark of night had not: keep the local
newspaper from being delivered. NNA
expressed “grave concern” about a
proposal by Postmaster General John
Potter to lift a federal mandate requir-
ing six-day mail delivery.

But NNA supported Mr. Potter’s
request to change the way retiree
health benefits are paid, a move that
could trim nearly $2 billion from an-
nual USPS expenses. Mr. Potter has
asked Congress to remove an annual
mandate tying USPS to the six-day
week. Mr. Potter says in an institution
that might see losses as high as $6
billion this fiscal year, “it is possible
that the cost of six-day delivery may
simply prove to be unaffordable.

“If that should occur, it could be-
come necessary to temporarily reduce
mail delivery to only five days a week.
We would do this by suspending deliv-
ery on the lightest volume days. To-
ward this end, I reluctantly request
that Congress remove the annual ap-
propriation bill rider, first added in
1983, that requires the Postal Service
to deliver mail six days each week.”

Mr. Potter also asked Congress to
remove a requirement imposed in the
2006 Postal Accountability and En-
hancement Act that requires pre-fund-
ing of the healthcare premiums for
future retirees. Since the prefunding
rule went into effect, USPS has made
payments that cut into the bottom
line. In 2008, it paid $5.6 billion into
the health fund, while paying current

retirees an additional $1.8 billion out
of current cash flows. USPS is not
objecting to payments into the trust
fund, but seeks to be permitted to
draw down from the fund to meet
payments to current retirees.

In 2008, USPS volume fell by 4.5
percent, ushering in a $2.8-billion
loss. Mr. Potter has frozen executive
salaries, reduced personnel at head-
quarters, created new services to at-
tract package mail volume, closed 58
airport mail facilities and continues
to close and consolidate mail-pro-
cessing plants. The requests for Con-
gressional relief in the health benefits
and six-day-delivery mandate, he said,
had to be made as USPS continues to
contemplate lean revenues.

NNA has joined major mailing or-
ganizations in calling on Congress to
permit the change in the health ben-
efit contributions. But it said fixing
the sour finances by curtailing deliv-
ery was the wrong move.

“Beginning to cut back on delivery
would accelerate the Postal Service’s
present downward spiral,” NNA Presi-
dent John Stevenson said. “It would
force some newspapers out of the
mailstream, and cause advertising
mailers to seek other avenues to get
their messages out. That, in turn, will
drive customers to change their read-
ing habits and to rely less upon the
mail. Once this mail volume leaves, I
doubt it would ever return.”

Established in 1885, the National
Newspaper Association is the oldest
newspaper association in the country.
The nation’s community newspapers
inform, educate and entertain more
than 60 million readers every week.

Casino Night at Armory
To Be Held for Troops

WESTFIELD — In continued sup-
port of United States troops overseas,
the Family Readiness Groups of the
New Jersey Army National Guard,
102nd Cavalry are holding a Casino
Night this Saturday, February 7, at
the Westfield Armory, at 500 Rahway
Avenue, beginning at 5 p.m.

Tickets are priced at $60, and in-
cludes $50 in gaming chips, a buffet
dinner, beer, wine, soft drinks, cof-
fee, dancing, door prizes, and a 50/50
raffle. The casino will be open from 6
to 9 p.m. Tickets can be purchased at
the door or by calling (732) 991-1241
or e-mailing 102.cav.frg@gmail.com.
Proceeds will benefit the soldiers and
families of the New Jersey Army
National Guard, 50th IBCT, 102nd
Cavalry currently deployed in Iraq.

The event, hosted by the Lyndhurst
Veterans of Foreign War – Guidetti
Rocazski Wase Post 3549, is open to the
public, all military and their families.

“While we can’t guarantee a Royal
Flush or a Black Jack, we can guaran-

tee everyone a good time for a great
cause,” said Nancy LaCorte, Family
Readiness group leader, 102nd Cal-
vary HHT. “This is a night of fun for
families of deployed soldiers because
they deserve it. It’s a night for the
community to say thank you to the
families and the troops. But this is
also a night for our troops to see that
we are taking care of their families.”

Audience Pleasers, a subsidiary of
Special Event Associates, Inc. in Clifton,
will operate the casino with licensed
dealers and games. Special Event As-
sociates has produced events
throughout New Jersey as well as in
Asia and Europe. Dennis Telischak,
owner of Special Events, Inc. and a
former Vietnam Veteran, donated all of
the decorations for the event, totaling
more than $15,000, as well as prizes.

The event will be videotaped and
all guests will have an opportunity to
send messages of support and appre-
ciation to the 102nd Calvary cur-
rently serving in Iraq.

243 E. Broad Street, Westfield   908-232-6680
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The Right
Pharmacy
for You

• Same price, personalized service
• Our pharmacists are your neighbors – We understand your needs
• We gladly deliver to your neighborhood – same day service
• Open 7 days a week
• We are a full service store from delivery to gift wrapping, we still do

• We accept all insurance plans, personalized service with the

• Baron’s charge account

business the old fashioned way, face to face

same co-pay

Hallmark Cards • Gifts for Everyone
Cosmetics • Health & Beauty-Aids

Fine Fragrances • Crabtree & Evelyn
Caswell-Massey • Yankee Candle

We’re proud to be your neighborhood pharmacy and we’re counting on
being here for you for many more years to come!

Our Pharmacists

Patrick Colicchio, Susan Nieradka,

Michael Cleary (formerly of Drug Fair)


