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POLICE BLOTTER

SOLEMN PLEDGES…At Park Middle School, fifth grade classes pledged
allegiance along with President Barack Obama as he took the oath of office last
month.The teachers showed a video of Martin Luther King, Jr. giving his last
speech, “Remember,” followed by the Democratic nomination acceptance speech
given by President Obama, titled “Change Has Come,” at his party’s convention.

DWC Director Reports
High Town Occupancy Rate

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Occupancy rates
in Westfield remain high, Downtown
Westfield Corporation Executive Di-
rector Sherry Cronin reported at
Thursday’s annual DWC reorganiza-
tion meeting.

Mrs. Cronin reported that the retail
occupancy rate in downtown is at 95
percent. She said although several
stores are currently vacant, the occu-
pancy rate, based on a square footage
basis, is still less than double the
typical 3 percent vacancy rate. Mrs.
Cronin also reported that office space
in downtown is 94 percent occupied,
though she said that due to lack of a
formal reporting process, there is a
chance that the actual occupancy rate
is lower.

Recent closings include Cosi and
Tarpley Jewelers. These are added to
the Merrill Lynch space on South
Avenue, the Wachovia Bank and
Bombay sites and Perla. The Little
Treasures space had been occupied
on a temporary basis but is now va-
cant. Recent openings of Ana Beall’s
Tea Room, The Couture Exchange,
Staples, Papa John’s and Gabi’s Sushi
and Noodles helped to keep the va-
cancy rate low, she said.

Mrs. Cronin also said most of the
larger retail spaces in town are occu-
pied. Mrs. Cronin also revealed that
the Washington Mutual Bank on Elm
Street would be closing in mid-March.
Mrs. Cronin also revealed that Five
Guys Burgers and Fries would be
occupying the new building being
constructed next to G. O. Keller’s
Cleaners on East Broad Street.

A new advertising campaign is be-
ing rolled out by the DWC, intended
to reduce the impact of the economic
downturn. It begins with what Mrs.
Cronin described as the “love cam-
paign,” and continues past Valentine’s
Day with a new tagline, “Westfield –
A Great Place to Be.” The sub-theme
will be “shop local, dine often.”

Mrs. Cronin, in describing her con-
cept of an economic summit, said that
she’d traveled to Red Bank last Tues-

day to attend their version of a pro-
gram of this type. She described a
group of 700 to 1,000 attendees in the
Count Basie Theater. The event in-
cluded a panel discussion with repre-
sentatives from the state, the mayor,
River Center (their equivalent to the
DWC), locally-based builder K.
Hovnanian, and the members of the
Monmouth County Board of Chosen
Freeholders.

The DWC board of directors con-
tinued to press the town council for
temporary relief from enforcement
of some aspects of the town’s sign
ordinance, notably requesting a tem-
porary suspension of the law prohib-
iting sidewalk signs. Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea, a non-voting mem-
ber of the DWC, said the town was
not aggressively enforcing the ordi-
nance, though the town has been re-
sponding to complaints.

In discussing the current economic
climate, Mr. Gildea said the historic
trend of 75,000 parking transactions
monthly had dropped to about 71,000
in September. He also said data on
December would lack the free park-
ing period, so year-to-year compari-
sons would be impossible.

Board member Alan DeRose com-
mented that “it’s really cold, at 15
degrees, people are not walking
around.” Mr. Gildea commented that
parking lot 1, between Elm and Pros-
pect Streets, is jammed for a two-
hour period daily during lunchtime.

At the reorganization meeting, the
board reappointed Dominick Verdic
as board chairman, Lee Hale as trea-
surer, and Lisa Bertone as secretary.
It was announced that a new vice-
chairman position would be created
soon.

The 2009 meeting schedule was
also announced, with meetings sched-
uled for Mondays, February 23,
March 30, April 27, May 18, June 22,
July 27, September 21, October 19,
November 16, and December 14.
There will be no meeting in August.
Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. and are
held in the DWC meeting room at 105
Elm Street.

the course. Mr. Mirabella said “in all
likelihood” the leagues would be
accommodated by the other two
courses.

Springfield resident Jackie
Wasserman, president of the
women’s golf association at Oak
Ridge, questioned why new golf
equipment was purchased for Oak
Ridge if the county intended to close
the facility.

In other business, a group of resi-
dents approached the board to look
into acquiring land at the intersec-
tion of Morris and North Avenues in
Union. A TD Bank is proposed for
the site, located next to the Liberty
Hall Museum.

Mr. Devanney said the county
would be interested in acquiring the
parcel for county parkland should the
deal between Kean University/Kean
Foundation and TD Bank fall through.

 He told the residents that Union
Township and the county’s planning
board have jurisdiction in approving
the plan, not the freeholders.

Paula Thornstein of Elizabeth
called the North/Morris corner “one
of the most dangerous intersections
in New Jersey.”

“It (plans for a bank) is really
wrong headed,” he said.

On another matter, the board ap-
proved three ordinances concerning
Oakwood Plaza, an affordable-hous-
ing project in Elizabeth. Twenty mil-
lion dollars in mortgage revenue
bonds was financed through the Union
County Improvement Authority.
Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage said
the project would provide some 360
families, many living in poor condi-
tions, with quality housing.

lot of fun to watch you play.”
“We’re known as a soccer town,”

Board President Trip Whitehouse
said. “A lot of the time your male
counterparts get a lot of press, but the
standards you’ve set for female ath-
letes have been very high. You’ve
shown that our female athletes are a
force to be reckoned with, too.”

SPFHS Assistant Principal for Ath-
letics Rob Harmer was also in atten-
dance to commend the athletes. “You
girls have raised the bar to a new
level,” he said. “This may never be
duplicated again.”

The BOE will hold budget review
presentations on Thursdays, Febru-
ary 5 and February 12. The next open
agenda meeting and budget presenta-
tion will be on Thursday, February
19. On February 26 there will be a
regular public meeting.

WF’s Sewage Hit Rises;
Direct Billing Discussed

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – First Ward Coun-
cilman Sal Caruana gave an update
on the town’s Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority (RVSA) assessment
and advised against changing how
Westfield charges for the expense.

Meeting last month with former
Westfield Mayor Allen Chin, the
town’s RVSA representative, and
RVSA Executive Director Mike
Brinker, the finance committee
learned that while the RVSA’s oper-
ating budget is down $75,000, the
“bad news is that the debt service is
peaking this year,” according to Mr.
Caruana.

As a result, the town was advised
that its 2009 assessment would
amount to $3.8 million, up from $3.3
million in 2008.

Mr. Caruana said the 2009 figure
marks a “plateau,” and he expects
the assessment to “trend downwards
in the near future.”

What began as a projected $85-
million plant upgrade and expansion
for the authority, Mr. Caruana said,
ultimately, has become a “massive”
$340 million project once the inter-
est is paid back by 2035.

Last year, the RVSA, under pres-
sure to use its surplus to lower as-
sessments, contributed $755,000 of
its surplus to help defray the town’s
$3.3 million overall hit. In the end,
Westfield paid roughly $2.5 million.

In 2009, the RVSA’s contribution
will drop to $265,000, with the town
footing the remainder, $3.59 mil-
lion.

RVSA’s member municipalities,
such as Westfield, pay “user charges,”
which are determined through a for-
mula based on use of the system.

In 2006, Clark created a sanitary
sewer utility, and the township now
directly bills its users, no longer bud-
geting for the item and taxing resi-
dents. Roselle employs a similar sys-
tem.

Mr. Caruana was not in favor of
Westfield adopting a similar system.

Currently, non-profit organiza-
tions, boards of education and houses
of worship, which pay gas and elec-
tric bills, do not currently share in
the sewer costs.

In the future, Mr. Caruana expects
a policy discussion on the possibil-
ity of allocating sewer costs to some,
if not all, very large nonprofit users.

Properties that county government
owns, such as the Ralph Froehlich
Public Safety Building on North Av-
enue, under current law, are treated
like nonprofits and are exempt from
sewer charges.

Mr. Caruana said it would only
make sense to direct bill if the ex-
emption were lifted from entities
such as county government.

The Westfield Board of Education
does not pay sewer fees, but even if
that changed, Mr. Caruana was wary
of the consequence, reasoning that
the board could simply offset the
expenditure by increasing school
taxes.

“It’d be a wash...There’d be no net
benefit for the Westfield taxpayer to
assess the BOE,” Mr. Caruana said.

If county property were one day
assessed, a potential tax increase
could be mitigated because the cost
would be spread throughout the other
towns in the county.

Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski asked if a direct billing
system were instituted, and the bill
was collected by Westfield, would it
create an “administrative burden?”

According to Mr. Caruana, relay-
ing Mr. Chin’s message, Clark’s
change did not cause a spike in ad-
ministrative work or added person-
nel.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
cautioned that Clark has a large in-
dustrial property base, “which was
paying much less than their fair share,”
from which to pull. More than 93
percent of Westfield’s tax base is from
residential properties. Clark’s indus-
trial base “allowed them to spread the
cost around...The ability for us to do
that is extremely low,” Mr. Gildea
said.

Mr. Gildea said the town needs to
analyze what tax-exempt properties
were using before making a change.

If Westfield residents were billed
directly, Mr. Caruana explained that
90 percent of homes would be using
less than 300 gallons of water a day,
leading to a $300 charge per year.

A sliding-scale methodology would
apply, correlating a home’s cost with

the amount of water used.
Ultimately, Mr. Caruana said the

direct billing would only result in
“nominal savings” for Westfield tax-
payers.

“From an equity principle, it’s not
going to really accomplish a lot,” he
said.

The only way the direct-billing
system becomes beneficial, he said,
were if the formula “went after” high-
end commercial users and took into
account assessing non-profits.

After the January 27 meeting, Mr.
Caruana said this is the wrong finan-
cial environment in which to first
introduce assessments to religious and
non-profit institutions.

“There are more reasons against
[direct billing] than for it,” he said.

The conversation dovetailed a mat-
ter discussed earlier in the meeting.

Westfield Community Players, the
town’s theater organization, is plac-
ing new stairs at its North Avenue
location. The group had requested
that the town waive the $535 applica-
tion fee and the $1,500 escrow due to
the Players’ non-profit status.

According to Mr. Gildea, in the
past, the town has waived the applica-
tion fee for groups of a similar ilk, but
it has never done so with the escrow.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren said
during his tenure in Westfield, he
does not recall a request such as this.

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst said he was “worried about
setting a bad precedent” if the town
did waive the escrow.

The town, before making a formal
decision, will determine if other non-
profits had similar fees waived.

County Seeks Rodriguez
In Connection With Murder
COUNTY — The Union County Homi-

cide Task Force is asking the public’s assis-
tance is locating a Newark man wanted in
connection with the October 5, 2008 mur-
der of a Jersey City man. The
principal suspect in the case
has been identified as Jose
Rodriguez, 32, who is known
by several aliases, including
Joe Cook, Knowledge and Joey.

A reward of up to $5,000 is
available for information lead-
ing to the arrest and indictment
of Rodriguez. Rodriguez is
wanted in connection with the
shooting death of Maron Wash-
ington, 31, on the corner of
Pine and First Streets in Eliza-
beth, said Prosecutor Ted
Romankow. According to au-
thorities, Washington and
several friends exited the bar around 2:40
a.m., when they were approached by a
group of men who demanded money. A
struggle ensued, and Washington was shot
several times, according to the prosecutor.

Several weeks after the homicide, au-
thorities arrested another Newark man,
Michael Turner, 23, and charged him
charged with felony murder and one count
of first degree robbery. During the struggle,

Turner was stabbed several times by Wash-
ington and was transported to Beth Israel
Hospital, where he spent several days un-
dergoing treatment for non-life-threatening

wounds, authorities said.
Turner was released from

the hospital a few days later,
and investigators, with help
from the biology unit of the
Union County Prosecutor’s
Office forensic laboratory,
were able to identify Turner as
a suspect.

Turner was arrested without
incident at an apartment in
Newark and is being held on
$500,000 bail. He faces up to
life in prison, authorities said.

If members of the public
identify Rodriguez on the street,
they are urged to call 9-1-1

immediately. The Union County
Crimestoppers is also offering a reward of
up to $5,000 for the arrest and indictment of
Rodriguez.

 Anyone with information may call the
Crimestoppers Tipline at (908) 654-TIPS
(8477). All calls are strictly anonymous and
confidential. People are asked to call De-
tective Mike Manochio at (908) 527-4645
or (908) 966-2287.

Wanted
Jose Rodriguez

Westfield
Monday, January 26, police officers

responded to an alarm at a Watchung
Fork residence, where they found the
front door had been forcibly opened. A
check of the residence uncovered the
theft of approximately $8,000 worth of
jewelry from the master bedroom. No
one was at home at the time the burglary
occurred.

Tuesday, January 27, Effi Protogiannis,
54, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on two outstanding
Westfield traffic warrants with total bail
of $134. She was processed and released
after posting bail.

Tuesday, January 27, Kyle Harvin,
32, of Westfield was arrested at
Rahway Avenue and West Broad Street
on an active no-bail Union County
Sheriff’s warrant. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
turned over to the Union County
Sheriff’s Office.

Wednesday, January 28, James
Fischer, 51, of Westfield was arrested on
the 100 block of Vernon Terrace for
alleged possession of drug parapherna-
lia and on two outstanding warrants for
contempt of court. The warrants included
one from Cranford, for $1,000, and one
from Union, for $250.

Fischer was released with a summons
on the drug paraphernalia charge and
turned over to the Cranford Police De-
partment in lieu of bail on the outstand-
ing warrant.

Wednesday, January 28, Anthony
Rosei, 21, of Cranford was arrested on
an outstanding Watchung warrant for
contempt of court after a motor vehicle
stop at West South Avenue and Hort
Street. He was released after posting
$240 bail.

Wednesday, January 28, Raymond
Moore, 27, of Plainfield was arrested on
charges of possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and hin-
dering apprehension for allegedly giving
police a false name, and on outstanding
warrants for contempt of court from
Plainfield, with total bail of $2,415,
Bridgewater, with bail of $148, and Green
Brook, with bail of $280.

Moore was arrested after a motor ve-
hicle stop on the 2000 block of South
Avenue in Scotch Plains. He was turned
over to the Plainfield Police Department
after being released on his own recogni-
zance with summonses by the Westfield
Police Department.

Thursday, January 29, Salvador
Sepulveda, 42, of Perth Amboy was ar-
rested at the Middlesex County Adult
Correctional Center on an outstanding
Westfield warrant for contempt of court
for $500. He was held pending a court
appearance.

Thursday, January 29, Kenneth Rob-
erts, 21, and Michael Philips, 29, both of
Plainfield, were arrested on the 400 block
of East Broad Street pursuant to Supe-
rior Court no-bail warrants issued on
behalf of the State of New Jersey Inten-
sive Supervision Program.

Both men later were turned over to
the Union County Sheriff’s Office pend-
ing commitment to the Union County
jail. There also was an outstanding North
Arlington warrant for Philips for con-
tempt of court, with $1,080 bail, as a
detainer.

Thursday, January 29, Michele
Morese, 39, of Westfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop at South Av-
enue and Boulevard on two outstanding
Westfield warrants for contempt of court,
with total bail of $144. She was released
after posting bail.

Friday, January 30, Bruce M. Bovee,
49, of Plainfield was arrested in the
area of Mountain Avenue and Driftway
Place on an outstanding Fanwood war-
rant for contempt of court. He was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released after
posting $500 bail.

Sunday, February 1, Walter Enquist,
29, of Cranford was arrested in the area
of West South Avenue and Boulevard
on two outstanding warrants from
Cranford for contempt of court, with
total bail of $182. He was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop that initiated
when a random license plate inquiry
indicated the registered owner of the
vehicle Enquist was operating had out-
standing warrants. Enquist was identi-
fied as the owner of the vehicle and the
warrants were confirmed. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, where he was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Mountainside
Tuesday, January 27, a resident of

Meeting House Lane reported that two
women entered her home posing as reli-
gious zealots requesting to speak to her
grandmother. According to police, the
homeowner let the women in because
they acted as if they knew her grand-
mother. When the husband of the home-
owner became suspicious of the women
he asked the women to leave, which they

did without incident.
A letter addressed to the homeowners’

grandmother was on top of the mail,
which was in the mailbox at the time of
the incident, police said.

Thursday, January 29, a resident of
Route 22 East reported that an individual
described as a large, white male was
witnessed climbing over a fence and
seen approaching his neighbors’ house.

 According to police, when he
turned on his outside lights, the sus-
pect climbed back over the fence and
ran away. Boot prints were found at
the scene heading in both directions,
which were photographed for evi-
dence, police said.

Friday, January 30, Robert Giglio,
56, of Piscataway was arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana
after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22.
He was pulled over for failure to stop
for a red signal at which time officers
smelled the odor of burnt marijuana,
police said. Giglio surrendered the con-
trolled dangerous substance to officers
and was transported to headquarters,
police said.

Saturday, January 31, an employee of
the Mountainside Post Office reported
that a while male approximately 6 feet,
1 inch tall attempted to enter the build-
ing after it was closed for the day and
became aggravated when the employee
refused to let him in.

According to police, the suspect ex-
tended his index finger towards the em-
ployee gesturing a handgun stating “this
is why you guys get shot” and then
walked off in a north direction of
Sherwood Parkway. A search of the
area did not produce the suspect, police
said.

Sunday, February 1, officers pulled
over a vehicle for a broken taillight and
smelled the odor of burnt marijuana. A
subsequent search of the vehicle pro-
duced both the controlled dangerous
substance and drug paraphernalia. An-
drew V. Chretien, 21, of Mountainside
was arrested and charged possession
of suspected marijuana and Akeem E.
Noray, 18, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with possession of drug
paraphernalia. Both were transported
to headquarters where they were pro-
cessed and released.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, January 27, a resident of

Cooper Road reported that someone dam-
aged her mailbox, which was valued at
$75.

Wednesday, January 28, police inves-
tigated a hit-and-run accident, which oc-
curred in a Route 22 parking lot. Accord-
ing to police, an unknown motor vehicle
struck the victim’s vehicle, which was
legally parked, causing damage to the
rear of the vehicle.

Thursday, January 29, Nasia Delon,
36, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. She was processed and re-
leased.

Thursday, January 29, a resident of
Beverly Avenue reported that someone
entered his motor vehicle and removed a
GPS system valued at approximately
$320.

Friday, January 30, a student at Union
Catholic High School reported that some-
one punctured the tires of his motor
vehicle while it was parked in the school
parking lot.

Saturday, January 31, a resident of
Farley Avenue reported that someone
entered his motor vehicle and removed
approximately $1,000 worth of tools.

Fanwood
Saturday, January 31, William D.

Grant, 34, of Jersey City was arrested
on outstanding warrants out of Jer-
sey City and Newark after a motor
vehicle stop. He was processed and
turned over to the Jersey City Police
Department.

Sunday, February 1, Bruce A. Merkler,
52, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with driving under the influence (DUI).
According to police, authorities received
a call about an erratic driver and found
Merkler on South Avenue. He backed up
his car, hitting a guardrail, and then drove
it forward, hitting a guardrail again, po-
lice said.

When officers tried to apprehend
him he proceeded to drive on the side-
walk, taking out the traffic light at
South Avenue and Hetfield Street, po-
lice said. Merkler was processed and
transported to Muhlenberg Hospital
for evaluation.

Tuesday, February 3, Sasha R. Taylor,
22, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of Plainfield after a
field investigation on the 200 block of
LaGrande Avenue. She was processed
and released.

Tuesday, February 3, Janay S. Brown,
19, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of South Plainfield
after a field investigation on the 200
block of LaGrande Avenue. She was
processed and released.
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Valentine’s Day Dinner
Planned for Local Veterans

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Mayor Nancy Malool, as part of her
pledge to reach out to the community,
is spearheading a dinner next Friday
to show the town’s appreciation for
those military veterans who have no
family locally to assist them.

“Valentine’s Day With A Veteran”
will be held on February 13 at Evan-
gel Church and include a full Thanks-
giving-style dinner for some two
dozen veterans who, at various times,
have been housed at the Hunter Av-
enue home of Eula Andrews. Since
about 1980, as part of the “Commu-
nity Care” program, Ms. Andrews
has housed veterans — three or four
at a time — from area Veterans Ad-
ministration hospitals in her home.

Last fall, she told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the vets, who
have physical and other disabilities,
are not able to fully take care of
themselves, so she monitors their
medicine and also assists them with
their hygiene and dietary needs. The
men go to the hospital daily for
doctor’s appointments and ongoing
evaluations and medical treatment.
Most of those she houses are Viet-
nam-era veterans in their late 50s,
although she has assisted vets who
are younger.

Mayor Malool told The Times this
week that she first learned about the

Mr. Dellecker said. “And we haven’t
had any stragglers or late trucks [after
business hours].”

“I would say in the past month,
things have been a little better, at
least,” responded Mr. Rosa, who also
asked whether weekend truck
deliveries could be later.

Mr. Dellecker said the A&P gets three
truck deliveries on Saturdays, “usually
later in the morning.” But he said earlier
deliveries could occur on occasion.

Mr. Dellecker agreed to provide
his direct phone number to Mr. Rosa
so that future problems or complaints
can be addressed.

veterans housed at Ms. Andrews from
reading about them in The Times’
article last October. “It just seemed
disturbing to me that there would be
veterans with no place to live.”

And the fact that they had health
concerns “was disheartening,” the
mayor said. Mrs. Malool, as part of
her community outreach efforts,
“thought they’d be a deserving group
to reach to,” so she contacted Ms.
Andrews, who along with her son,
agreed to assist in planning next
Friday’s dinner.

Rev. Kevin Brennan offered the
use of the Evangel Church for the
event, and Mayor Malool and her
newly formed Committee on Com-
munity Relations put together a list of
what was needed before contacting
local merchants to donate food, drinks
and gifts for the veterans. The Stage
House, Snuffy’s Pantagis, John’s Meat
Market, Florence Ravioli and Charlie
Brown’s will donate the food while
Apple Blossom Flower Shop will
contribute gift bags and various mer-
chants will donate gift certificates
and gift cards for the veterans’ use.

Mayor Malool said her fellow coun-
cil members have been invited, along
with a few younger veterans from
Scotch Plains, to assist in serving the
meal.

Anyone with questions or com-
ments can e-mail the mayor at
mayormalool@scotchplainsnj.com.

Animal-Control Fees
Set to Increase $3,000

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Town Council approved a $73,000
contract with the Associated Humane
Societies, Tuesday night, to provide
animal-control services.

Every town is obligated to have
animal-control services. In
Westfield’s case, currently, there is
only one entity in the area to perform
such services, and the costs continue
to rise; this year, the fee is up $3,000
from 2008. However, “only five years
ago, it was $25,000,” according to
Town Administrator Jim Gildea.

Responsible for pick-up of stray
domestic animals as well as injured
and ill wildlife, Associated Humane
covers the municipalities of Fanwood,
Garwood, Mountainside, Roselle
Park, Springfield and Westfield. New
Providence utilizes the services of St.
Hubert’s, but they do not reach the
Westfield area.

The matter had arisen last week
when Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst questioned the expenditure,
saying, “This is a huge budget item...it
seems way overpriced.” Mr. Gildea
explained that currently, “Associated
Humane is the only game in town.”

He said he met last month with
representatives from Harbor Consult-
ants of Cranford, who have been hired
by Union County to research and
design a new animal facility in Union
County; right now, Springfield is the
proposed location.

According to Mr. Gildea, the project
is at least two years away, but once
complete, “it could really benefit us

because we can get away from Asso-
ciated Humane...Their costs are go-
ing up, and their services aren’t match-
ing that, and they know it.”

In a September 2007 issue of The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, Union
County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich said
he wanted to see the county take over
animal-control services for munici-
palities and pointed to a feasibility
study performed on the matter. He
said a county program would focus on
animal control as well as education on
how to properly care for animals.

The town council passed, on sec-
ond reading, an ordinance dealing
with conservation center charges. The
ordinance sets yearly decal permit
fees at $65 per vehicle and one-trip
passes at $20. Those figures are up
from $55 and $15, respectively.
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