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Jessica Jaskula for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GO RAIDERS…Members of the 2008 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School varsity girls’ soccer team are honored by the
board of education last Thursday for completing a school-record 19 wins and five losses. The team won the Union County
championship for the fourth straight year and was also named the North Jersey Section 2, Group 3 Sectional Champions.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON THE CHOPPING BLOCK…Union County Manager George Devanney has
proposed closing the Oak Ridge Golf Course in Clark as part of budget cuts in the
2009 executive budget presented to the Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers. Pictured above is the clubhouse at the golf course.

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood  Times
THE FLOW BEGINS… A torrent of raw sewage rushes into the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority wastewater facility’s headworks building minutes after the
opening of the building for operation. The plant is designed to be able to process
up to 105 million gallons of sewage daily.

Proposed SPF BOE Special Ed
Budget Up 7.9 Percent Over ’08
By JESSICA E. JASKULA

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) Business Administrator An-
thony Del Sordi and Director of Spe-
cial Services Thomas Beese last
Thursday presented a preliminary
special education budget of

$18,624,636, an increase of 7.9 per-
cent over last year, as part of the
2009-2010 preliminary budget dur-
ing one of multiple budget presenta-
tions the BOE will host in the upcom-
ing weeks.

This grand total, amounting to
$17,424,093, plus $1,200,543 of the
federal government’s Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
Funding, includes costs in the areas
of tuition, speech, classroom aides,
Child Study Teams, transportation and
special education classes (learning/
language, Resource Center, the
district’s Autistic program and pre-
school disabled part-time/full-time).

A large portion of IDEA Funding
will be used to offset the costs of
classroom aides, Mr. Del Sordi said.

Mr. Del Sordi acknowledged the
country’s current economic troubles
and the impact it will have on all
school districts currently crafting
budgets, but remained optimistic
about the process and its outcome.

“We have a great deal of challenge
as we create the budget, but we’re all
going to remain positive,” he said.

Also mentioned during the presen-
tation was that as of December 1,
there were 815 special education stu-
dents in the district for 2008. Four-
teen percent of those special educa-
tion students (111) are placed out of
district.

Mr. Beese said in an effort to keep
kids in district, the district would
closely look at students who might
go out of district to try to create some
quality programs that could be main-
tained in district. He stressed the
child’s best interests would be of the
utmost importance.

“The in-district programs will have
to be appropriate and the most ben-
eficial to the student,” he said.

In addition to the budget presenta-
tion, board members approved the
preschool integrated half-day pro-
gram. The tuition schedule, which

applies to regular education students
who are not otherwise eligible for the
program based on district funding,
includes a $50 non-refundable appli-
cation fee, $3,000 per year for a half-
day program and a 10 percent dis-
count for additional siblings. The pro-
gram will be in effect for the 2009-
2010 school year.

Also during the meeting, Parent
Teacher Association Council Presi-
dent Karen Steele thanked the board
in honor of School Board Recogni-
tion Month for the “countless hours
of dedicated service” and “immea-
surable amount of energy” that they
give the district each year. A certifi-
cate of appreciation was given to the
entire board as well as each board
member.

“Thank you for the service that you
give our children,” Ms. Steele said.

At the start of the meeting, the
board adopted a resolution honoring
the 2008 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) varsity girls’
soccer team for a school record of 19
wins and five losses. This past No-
vember, the team won the Union
County championship for the fourth
straight year and was also named the
North Jersey Section 2, Group 3 Sec-
tional Champions.

The student athletes recognized
included Morgan Burke, Christina
Camarda, Sarah Canfield, Katherine
Cornacchia, Hayley Cornwell, De-
von Daly, Kathryn DiNizo, Claudia
Falconieri, Stephanie Glover, Evelyn
Klotz, Raychel Kruper, Jaclyn Law,
Jacqueline Mains, Sheryl Markovitz,
Jenna McGarry, Delia McGee, Emily
Nagourney, Saxony Nielsen, Jamie
Pietrucha, Allison Prestridge, Lauren
Rosenthal, Avia Shadmi, Avika Shah,
Nicole Vacca, Sarah Van Buskirk and
Corinne Walker.

“Congratulations from the bottom
of our hearts,” board member Donald
Parisi told the team. “It was an awful

SKI  SEASON…Youths in the Scotch Plains Recreation Department’s Winter Ski
Program board a bus for the Shawnee ski area. The program is open to Scotch
Plains and Fanwood residents ages 13 to 18 and includes five Fridays in January
and February. The trips leave from the back of Green Forest Park.
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Scotch Plains SID Board
Working on Official Name

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The board
of directors of the township’s Spe-
cial Improvement District (SID) is
working on a formal name for the
entity that will manage the down-
town and is also looking to kick off
its activities with an event in the
spring.

At its third meeting of the year last
Thursday, the board appointed
chairmen of its four committees and
agreed to follow the model set out by
the National Trust Main Street Center,
which Westfield’s Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) and
other downtowns have followed in
revitalizing their central business
districts.

According to the group’s website,
the approach is “a comprehensive strat-
egy that is tailored to meet local needs
and opportunities. It encompasses
work in four distinct areas — design,
economic restructuring, promotion and
organization — that are combined to
address all of the commercial district’s
needs.” The website also cautions that
the Main Street approach is “incre-
mental; it is not designed to produce
immediate change.”

The Scotch Plains SID’s four com-
mittees are organization, which will
be chaired by Jeff Kowalczyk; pro-
motions, headed by Tom Britt; de-

sign, headed by Greg Bisson, and
economic, chaired by Steve Goldberg.

Board Chairman Jim Watson said
the design committee is presently
working on a name for the manage-
ment entity as well as a logo for the
SID’s banners, flags and other pro-
motional materials, and will also de-
velop a theme for the downtown.

He also noted the error in the initial
assessment invoices recently sent out
that included fees for the full year of
2008 even though the SID ordinance
was not enacted until the middle of
last year. The invoices should have
been for four $100 quarterly pay-
ments for the third and fourth quar-
ters of 2008 and the first and second
quarters of 2009.

Mayor Nancy Malool sent a letter
to affected property owners explain-
ing the error and informing them that
the township council last month had
passed a resolution extending the in-
terest-free grace period for which this
year’s $400 SID assessment could be
paid to May 11, 2009.

The SID now has a mailing address
— P.O. Box 772, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076 — as well as an e-mail address,
scotchplainsdmc@yahoo.com, for
anyone interested in contacting the
group.

The board’s next meeting will be
held on Wednesday, February 18, at
The Stage House restaurant.

Golfers Tell Freeholders to
Keep Oak Ridge Course Open

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — Union County
golfers showed up in force at
Thursday’s Board of Chosen Free-
holders meeting to oppose the clos-
ing of the Oak Ridge Golf Course in
Clark, one of three courses operated
by the county. The closing of Oak
Ridge and the loss of holes to build a
new driving range at Galloping Hill
Golf Course in Kenilworth would
result in a combined net loss of 27
holes of golf, county officials said.

County Manager George
Devanney said he proposed the clos-
ing of Oak Ridge due to a $400,000
deficit run at the course last year. He
said the closure would save the
county $740,000.

He said the county is also consid-
ering privatizing the clubhouses at
Ash Brook Golf Course in Scotch
Plains and Galloping Hill to better
manage those facilities.

“We believe we can turn the golf
operations into a profit center,” Mr.
Devanney said. “It (Oak Ridge closing
and privatizing golf clubhouses) wasn’t
something we did haphazardly.”

He said in crafting the proposed
$449.3-million county executive
budget, county officials “did not
look for one revenue stream or area
to balance the budget.” Mr.
Devanney said layoffs are also be-
ing looked at to reduce expenses,
although the full extent of job losses
is not known at this time.

“We started looking at the golf busi-
ness as a business,” since last year’s
budget process, Mr. Devanney said.
He said the golf courses lost a com-
bined $700,000 in 2008, after regis-
tering a $1.2-million loss in 2007.

The freeholders awarded a $170,000
contract to Harbor Consultants, an ar-
chitecture and engineering firm in
Cranford, to design a practice facility
and driving range at Galloping Hill.
The board also awarded a $50,000
one-year contract to Decotiis,
Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler, LLP, of
Teaneck to provide legal services “in
connection with golf course opera-
tions and development.”

In announcing his proposal, Mr.
Devanney emphasized that, “This
land (Oak Ridge) will remain open
space” and may be considered for
development as a privately operated
golf facility in the future.

Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella said the county must close
the gap in budget deficits at the golf
courses. In 2007, the three courses
operated in the red by over $1 million.

“We feel there is plenty of room
for golf in Union County at the fa-
cilities that are not fully utilized,”

Mr. Mirabella said.
Allan Schimkowitz of Cranford, a

frequent golfer at Oak Ridge, said
although the county states the facil-
ity lost revenue in 2008, it did not
take into consideration that the
course was closed for six months
“due to a lack of maintenance.”

“I think you are jumping the gun,”
Mr. Schimkowitz said. “Five hun-
dred thousand people in Union
County and you’re telling us [the
county] can’t support three public
golf courses?”

Freeholder Angel Estrada, who
chaired the board last year, said the
county is “in a dilemma” and “subsi-
dizing golfing” in the county to off-
set losses at the courses. He de-
scribed the closing of Oak Ridge as
“an attempt to stop the bleeding.”

“I don’t believe Union County is
looking to get out of the golf busi-
ness,” Mr. Estrada said.

Lavinia Ruby of Cranford said se-
nior citizens frequent Oak Ridge be-
cause they find Galloping Hill too
hilly and Ash Brook in Scotch Plains
too large an area to golf.

“Anything the county can do to
save Oak Ridge I’d really appreciate
it,” Ms. Ruby said.

Ellis Elster of Plainfield said he
plays an average of once a week at
Oak Ridge. “That’s a good senior
course. I don’t know why you want
to close it. It is being well used.”

He suggested that the county mar-
ket the course better, as well as issue
coupons to attract more golfers dur-
ing the week when the course is not
as fully utilized.

Cranford resident Judy Winter
questioned why the county needs
“another driving range.”

Mr. Devanney said the driving
range proposed at Galloping Hill is
anticipated to bring in another
$600,000 in revenue.

However, Mr. Elster said there was
“no way in the world” the revenue
would be that high for a driving
range.

“That issue has a lot of yeast to it,”
he told the board.

Mr. Devanney said in order to add
the driving range, the facility’s nine-
hole pitch and putt course would be
reduced to six holes.

“I’ve never heard of a six-hole
golf course,” stated Robert Houston
of Union. He also said he was con-
cerned how this would impact those
high school golf teams that play at
Galloping Hill. “It doesn’t make any
sense,” he said.

Kathy Torby of Clark questioned
how the closing of Oak Ridge would
impact those golf leagues that play

 FW Budget Not as Bad as ’08;
Borough Looks to Stimulus Funds

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council, at
Tuesday night’s monthly agenda
meeting, talked about the early 2009
municipal budget picture.

Chief Financial Officer Fred
Tomkins said, “The budget this year
has some of the same problems from
last year.”

However, Mr. Tomkins added,
“We’re not in as bad of a shape as we
were last year.”

Mr. Tomkins said that while Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine plans to cut mu-
nicipal aid in an effort to balance the
state budget, the Governor also sup-
ports proposed legislation that could
defer or reduce some costly munici-
pal pension obligations to offset the
aid cuts.

“This is something that we need,”
said Mayor Mahr, “but there’s a lot of
pushback on this.”

On a more encouraging note, Mr.
Tomkins said the borough might be

able to get its budget in line with the
tax “levy cap.”

“There are a couple of suggestions
that we probably ought to talk about
in executive session, and if we do all
this, we should be able to [get to the
cap] without extraordinary aid,” he
said.

“We were ahead of the curve last
year,” Mr. Tomkins continued, recall-
ing last year’s difficult budget deci-
sions, “and now some of the other
communities are taking their blows.”

Also on a budget-related note,
Mayor Mahr said Fanwood is explor-
ing the option of getting gasoline for
its municipal vehicles from the county
public works facility on South Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.

Although the borough currently
buys its gas from the county, Fanwood
runs its own gas pump facility.

Officials say the change would save
the borough money and also provide
“better control” over gasoline usage.

In other business, Borough Engi-
neer Joseph Pryor said Fanwood

might be able to secure some funding
through the proposed federal eco-
nomic stimulus package now being
negotiated on Capitol Hill.

Mr. Pryor said the county provided
sample applications to fund projects
that are essentially “designed and
ready to go.”

Mr. Pryor said local funding candi-
dates could include a trio of drainage
projects “in excess of $1 million,” a
new public works garage or a project
connected with the ongoing down-
town redevelopment.

“Maybe the [Livingston] Wilbor
site or parking…something like that
where you’re going to revitalize busi-
nesses [and] foster short- and long-
term job creation,” said Mr. Pryor.

“I like it,” responded Mayor Mahr,
“because we need it.”

In other business, the governing
body facilitated a discussion with the
manager of the A&P supermarket on
South Avenue and resident Melvin
Rosa, who lives on North Avenue
behind the store.

Mr. Rosa had previously come be-
fore the borough council to complain
about early morning and late night
noise generated by trucks using the
store’s loading dock.

“The noise radiates like no tomor-
row,” he explained.

Store manager Dave Dellecker said
he hadn’t been aware of the local
noise ordinance before the borough
brought it to his attention. Since then,
Mr. Dellecker said, “It seems we have
knocked [the problem] down.”

“We explained to the [trucking]
dispatcher that we didn’t want any
trucks [arriving before 6 a.m.] and, to
my knowledge, it’s been stopped,”
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