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ness,” Mr. Estrada said.
Lavinia Ruby of Cranford said se-

nior citizens frequent Oak Ridge be-
cause they find Galloping Hill too
hilly and Ash Brook in Scotch Plains
too large an area to golf.

“Anything the county can do to
save Oak Ridge I’d really appreciate
it,” Ms. Ruby said.

Ellis Elster of Plainfield said he
plays an average of once a week at
Oak Ridge. “That’s a good senior
course. I don’t know why you want to
close it. It is being well used.”

He suggested that the county mar-
ket the course better, as well as issue
coupons to attract more golfers dur-
ing the week when the course is not as
fully utilized.

Cranford resident Judy Winter
questioned why the county needs “an-
other driving range.” Mr. Devanney
said the driving range proposed at
Galloping Hill is anticipated to bring
in another $600,000 in revenue.

However, Mr. Elster said there was
“no way in the world” the revenue
would be that high for a driving range.

“That issue has a lot of yeast to it,”
he told the board.

Mr. Devanney said in order to add
the driving range, the facility’s nine-
hole pitch and putt course would be
reduced to six holes.

“I’ve never heard of a six-hole golf
course,” stated Robert Houston of
Union. He also said he was concerned
how this would impact those high
school golf teams that play at Gallop-
ing Hill. “It doesn’t make any sense,”
he said.

Kathy Torby of Clark questioned
how the closing of Oak Ridge would

impact those golf leagues that play
the course. Mr. Mirabella said “in all
likelihood” the leagues would be ac-
commodated by the other two courses.

Springfield resident Jackie
Wasserman, president of the women’s
golf association at Oak Ridge, ques-
tioned why new golf equipment was
purchased for Oak Ridge if the county
intended to close the facility.

In other business, a group of resi-
dents approached the board to look
into acquiring land at the intersection
of Morris and North Avenues in
Union. A TD Bank is proposed for the
site, located next to the Liberty Hall
Museum.

Mr. Devanney said the county
would be interested in acquiring the
parcel for county parkland should the
deal between Kean University/Kean
Foundation and TD Bank fall through.

 He told the residents that Union
Township and the county’s planning
board have jurisdiction in approving
the plan, not the freeholders.

Paula Thornstein of Elizabeth
called the North/Morris corner “one
of the most dangerous intersections
in New Jersey.”

“It (plans for a bank) is really wrong
headed,” he said.

On another matter, the board ap-
proved three ordinances concerning
Oakwood Plaza, an affordable hous-
ing project in Elizabeth. Twenty mil-
lion dollars in mortgage revenue
bonds was financed through the Union
County Improvement Authority.
Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage said
the project would provide some 360
families, many living in poor condi-
tions, with quality housing.

MS Schools Closed for
Mid-Winter Recess

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside School District an-
nounced that Beechwood School and
Deerfield School will be closed on
Friday, February 13, Monday, Febru-
ary 16, and Tuesday, February 17, for
President’s Day and its mid-winter
recess. Additionally, the 2009-2010
school district calendar will be sent
home with students in their folders on
Friday, February 6.

Residents Concerned About
Runoff on WF Subdivision

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — About 10 residents
came out to the Westfield Planning Board
meeting on Monday to question the po-
tential water runoff that would occur from
the property at 1053 Prospect Street in the
Brightwood Park section should the prop-
erty owner subdivide the lot,
build three new single-fam-
ily homes, and fill in the
wetlands in the rear and the
property to raise ot above
its current grade elevation.

The New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Pro-
tection (NJDEP) had ap-
proved the owner to fill the
wetlands, which total 0.23
acres, said James Watson,
planner for the applicant
Mark Angelo.

The applicant is seeking
a variance in a R-16 zone
for lot width where 90 feet is required and
89.56 is proposed for each lot. Currently,
one vacant home sits on the site. Arthur
Attenasio is the attorney representing the
applicant.

Mr. Watson said the NJDEP sent an
approval letter dated July 7, 2008, and
also sent notices to the residents within
200 feet of the property. Mr. Watson said
the NJDEP deemed the wetlands isolated
and marked the wetlands as an intermedi-
ate Wetland Resource Value Classifica-
tion. Wetlands are classified as excep-
tional, intermediate, or ordinary.

According to a citizens guide for wet-
lands provided online by Stony Brook
Millstone Watershed Association, the
state currently does not require wetland
compensation when disturbance is less
than one acre of wetland.

However the association says, “filling
wetlands less than one acre in size, ac-
counted for the greatest wetland loss” in
the state.

Wetlands, among other things, store
floodwaters, filter pollutants, control ero-
sion, and provide wildlife habitat.

The residents questioning the applica-
tion are concerned with the water runoff
once this wetlands and the property is
filled. The residents said currently there
is always water on the property.

Alan Ramussen of 1050 Prospect Street,
who lives across the street from the appli-
cant, said the wetlands are not isolated
water. “How is it isolated?” he asked. Mr.
Watson said the NJDEP conducted field
checks.

Mr. Watson said the plan is to fill more
than the wetlands to “make the grades
work” so the backyard is flat and also to
have water flow away from the house. He
proposed two grading ideas: one where a
grade would slope downward from the
rear of the actual home to the street and
the second solution being sloped from the
rear lot line to the front and adding a
retaining wall at the back of the property.
The property’s rear yard abuts the back-
yard of homes on Fair Hill Drive and
Woodmere Drive.

Those owners are concerned the runoff
would, in effect, flood their backyard,
flood their basements and infiltrate their
homes’ foundations.

Board member Robert Newell asked
Mr. Waston, “Why are you elevating the
house so high?”

“It would be down in a hole,” responded
Mr. Watson.

Mr. Newell said that changing the grade
elevation might introduce water drainage
issues to the properties on the side lots
and make the property five feet higher
than the neighboring side lot.

Board Chairman Vince Wilt said, “Ev-
ery time I drive up there, there is a lot of
water on that property.”

Mr. Watson responded saying the pitch
in the rear would alleviate the problem by
moving water toward the street and the
gutter. He said the closest stormwater drain
is about 1,200 feet away from the property.

John Crawford of 39 Fair Hill Drive said,
“Now I’m on top of a hill. If you put eight
feet of fill, I’m no longer on top of the hill.”

Walter Rimkus of 990 Woodmere Drive
said, “I never saw my backyard dry,”
saying a “stream goes through the area.”
He also said his backyard is wooded.

Nancy Leonard of Woodmere Drive
asked the number of trees that would be
removed as a result of the subdivision and
filling. She said there are many trees that
are around 30 feet in diameter there and
those size trees help to drain the water.

Mr. Watson did not know. Mr. Wilt
pointed out that trees would not survive in
a filled area in the amounts proposed.

Jeff Cadoff, the engineer for the appli-
cant, said the highest the fill would get
above the land now is three to five feet,
saying the total of eight feet fill includes
the amount that would fill the wetlands.

Chris McAloon, town
engineer, said he disagreed
with that statement saying
it would be closer to at least
six feet.

Mr. Newell called the
plan a “large platform” and
said, “You still haven’t jus-
tified raising the property
so high.”

“You would typically put
a house above the street
otherwise water runs in the
house,” Mr. Cadoff re-
sponded.

The board also asked
how large the homes would be. Mr. Cadoff
said the plan presented to the NJDEP was
just a standard plan and the plan showed
a home measuring 1,995 square feet, but
that the applicant may change the size
without going back to the NJDEP for
approval because the NJDEP is only con-
cerned with the wetlands disturbance.
The town ordinance allows a maximum
footprint of 3,600 square feet and a maxi-
mum height of 35 feet, the board said.

Mr. McAloon asked the applicant to
come back with revised plans to show
drainage plans, which would minimize or
eliminate any increased runoff to adjoin-
ing properties. He also said the owner must
not bring anymore fill to the site, as the
owner already began filling the wetland.

The case will reconvene at the next
meeting on Monday, March 2. The resi-
dents are having an attorney, James Flynn,
represent them and will possibly have an
expert witness testify.

The board also approved an applica-
tion by Michael, Antonio and Joseph
Isolda of 623 Cumberland Street for a
minor subdivision to demolish the single-
family home and subdivide into two lots.
The property already has a pre-existing
non-conforming front yard setback of
13.25 feet, where 40 feet minimum or an
average of 26.32 feet is required.

Attorney Bill Butler said his client plans
to knock down the house within the next
90 days. The board requested that he
submit plans to the architectural review
board and the site plan review committee.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
DWC NEW YEAR...At last week’s reorganization meeting, board members of the
Downtown Westfield Corporation pose for the camera. Pictured, from left, front
row: Diane Barabas, executive director Sherry Cronin and board secretary Lisa
Bertone; back row: Andy Wasserman, Alan DeRose, treasurer Lee Hale, chair-
man Dominick Verdic, Jamie Chavez, Town Administrator James Gildea, and
Councilman Frank Arena.

Westfield
Monday, January 26, police officers

responded to an alarm at a Watchung
Fork residence, where they found the
front door had been forcibly opened. A
check of the residence uncovered the theft
of approximately $8,000 worth of jew-
elry from the master bedroom. No one
was at home at the time the burglary
occurred.

Tuesday, January 27, Effi Protogiannis,
54, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on two outstanding
Westfield traffic warrants with total bail
of $134. She was processed and released
after posting bail.

Tuesday, January 27, Kyle Harvin, 32,
of Westfield was arrested at Rahway
Avenue and West Broad Street on an
active no-bail Union County Sheriff’s
warrant. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and turned over
to the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

Wednesday, January 28, James Fischer,
51, of Westfield was arrested on the 100
block of Vernon Terrace for alleged pos-
session of drug paraphernalia and on two
outstanding warrants for contempt of
court. The warrants included one from
Cranford, for $1,000, and one from Union,
for $250.

Fischer was released with a summons
on the drug paraphernalia charge and
turned over to the Cranford Police De-
partment in lieu of bail on the outstanding
warrant.

Wednesday, January 28, Anthony
Rosei, 21, of Cranford was arrested on an
outstanding Watchung warrant for con-
tempt of court after a motor vehicle stop
at West South Avenue and Hort Street.
He was released after posting $240 bail.

Wednesday, January 28, Raymond
Moore, 27, of Plainfield was arrested on
charges of possession of less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana and hindering ap-
prehension for allegedly giving police a
false name, and on outstanding warrants
for contempt of court from Plainfield, with
total bail of $2,415, Bridgewater, with bail
of $148, and Green Brook, with bail of
$280.

Moore was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop on the 2000 block of South Avenue in
Scotch Plains. He was turned over to the
Plainfield Police Department after being
released on his own recognizance with sum-
monses by the Westfield Police Depart-
ment.

Thursday, January 29, Salvador
Sepulveda, 42, of Perth Amboy was ar-
rested at the Middlesex County Adult
Correctional Center on an outstanding
Westfield warrant for contempt of court
for $500. He was held pending a court
appearance.

Thursday, January 29, Kenneth Rob-
erts, 21, and Michael Philips, 29, both of
Plainfield, were arrested on the 400 block
of East Broad Street pursuant to Superior
Court no-bail warrants issued on behalf
of the State of New Jersey Intensive Su-
pervision Program. Both men later were
turned over to the Union County Sheriff’s
Office pending commitment to the Union
County jail. There also was an outstand-
ing North Arlington warrant for Philips
for contempt of court, with $1,080 bail, as
a detainer.

Thursday, January 29, Michele Morese,
39, of Westfield was arrested after a mo-
tor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Boulevard on two outstanding Westfield
warrants for contempt of court, with total
bail of $144. She was released after post-
ing bail.

Friday, January 30, Bruce M. Bovee,
49, of Plainfield was arrested in the area
of Mountain Avenue and Driftway Place
on an outstanding Fanwood warrant for
contempt of court. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released after posting $500 bail.

Sunday, February 1, Walter Enquist,
29, of Cranford was arrested in the area of
West South Avenue and Boulevard on
two outstanding warrants from Cranford
for contempt of court, with total bail of
$182. He was arrested after a motor ve-
hicle stop that initiated when a random
license plate inquiry indicated the regis-
tered owner of the vehicle Enquist was
operating had outstanding warrants.
Enquist was identified as the owner of the
vehicle and the warrants were confirmed.
He was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released after posting bail.

Mountainside
Tuesday, January 27, a resident of

Meeting House Lane reported that two
women entered her home posing as reli-
gious zealots requesting to speak to her
grandmother. According to police, the
homeowner let the women in because
they acted as if they knew her grand-
mother. When the husband of the home-
owner became suspicious of the women
he asked the women to leave, which they
did without incident.

A letter addressed to the homeowners’
grandmother was on top of the mail, which
was in the mailbox at the time of the
incident, police said.

Thursday, January 29, a resident of
Route 22 East reported that an individual
described as a large, white male was
witnessed climbing over a fence and seen
approaching his neighbors’ house. Ac-
cording to police, when he turned on his
outside lights, the suspect climbed back
over the fence and ran away. Boot prints
were found at the scene heading in both
directions, which were photographed for
evidence, police said.

Friday, January 30, Robert Giglio, 56,
of Piscataway was arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Route 22. He was
pulled over for failure to stop for a red
signal at which time officers smelled the
odor of burnt marijuana, police said.
Giglio surrendered the controlled dan-
gerous substance to officers and was trans-
ported to headquarters, police said.

Saturday, January 31, an employee of
the Mountainside Post Office reported
that a while male approximately six-foot,
one-inch tall, attempted to enter the build-
ing after it was closed for the day and
became aggravated when the employee
refused to let him in.

According to police, the suspect ex-
tended his index finger towards the em-
ployee gesturing a handgun stating “this
is why you guys get shot” and then walked
off in a north direction of Sherwood Park-
way. A search of the area did not produce
the suspect, police said.

Sunday, February 1, officers pulled
over a vehicle for a broken taillight and
smelled the odor of burnt marijuana. A
subsequent search of the vehicle pro-
duced both the controlled dangerous sub-

stance and drug paraphernalia. Andrew
V. Chretien, 21, of Mountainside was
arrested and charged possession of sus-
pected marijuana and Akeem E. Noray,
18, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia.
Both were transported to headquarters
where they were processed and released.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, January 27, a resident of

Cooper Road reported that someone dam-
aged her mailbox, which was valued at
$75.

Wednesday, January 28, police inves-
tigated a hit-and-run accident, which oc-
curred in a Route 22 parking lot. Accord-
ing to police, an unknown motor vehicle
struck the victim’s vehicle, which was
legally parked, causing damage to the
rear of the vehicle.

Thursday, January 29, Nasia Delon,
36, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. She was processed and released.

Thursday, January 29, a resident of
Beverly Avenue reported that someone
entered his motor vehicle and removed a
GPS system valued at approximately
$320.

Friday, January 30, a student at Union
Catholic High School reported that some-
one punctured the tires of his motor ve-
hicle while it was parked in the school
parking lot.

Saturday, January 31, a resident of
Farley Avenue reported that someone
entered his motor vehicle and removed
approximately $1,000 worth of tools.

Fanwood
Saturday, January 31, William D. Grant,

34, of Jersey City was arrested on outstand-
ing warrants out of Jersey City and Newark
after a motor vehicle stop. He was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Jersey City
Police Department.

Sunday, February 1, Bruce A. Merkler,
52, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with driving under the influence (DUI).
According to police, authorities received
a call about an erratic driver and found
Merkler on South Avenue. He backed up
his car, hitting a guardrail, and then drove
it forward, hitting a guardrail again, po-
lice said. When officers tried to appre-
hend him he proceeded to drive on the
sidewalk, taking out the traffic light at
South Avenue and Hetfield Street, police
said. Merkler was processed and trans-
ported to Muhlenberg Hospital for evalu-
ation.

Tuesday, February 3, Sasha R. Taylor,
22, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of Plainfield after a
field investigation on the 200 block of
LaGrande Avenue. She was processed
and released.

Tuesday, February 3, Janay S. Brown,
19, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of South Plainfield
after a field investigation on the 200 block
of LaGrande Avenue. She was processed
and released.

Jeff Cadoff
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School Redistricting
early or late bus and offering Wash-
ington School parents not in the des-
ignated zone for redistricting to re-
quest to place their child at Edison.
She also said she spoke to the princi-
pal and they could work it so there are
a few of Washington students in each
class.

Tuesday afternoon Executive
County Superintendent Carmen
Centuolo returned a phone call from
last week to The Westfield Leader as
the newspaper inquired about Ms.
Dolan’s earlier proposal she told the
newspaper she discussed with Ms.
Centuolo, who Ms. Dolan said she
told her she “was concerned with the
safety of students crossing some ma-
jor streets, and she thought it was not
a good option.”

Ms. Centuolo said she does not
approve or disapprove redistricting
proposals unless there was a racial
imbalance. “Redistricting is a local
prerogative,” she said. “She didn’t
present a plan to me. It was a conver-
sation we had in my office,” she said.
“She asked me which crossing areas
were dangerous.”

Ms. Centuolo suggested she ask
the police chief in Westfield which he
considers dangerous.

Sean Riley, a parent, had also
brought this up and said he had met
with Ms. Centuolo Tuesday afternoon
and she told him she would come to a
board meeting to clarify her meeting
with Ms. Dolan, but she said it was
inappropriate to show up without an
invitation from the board.

He said to the board, “I don’t know
how you can make a decision without
knowing about the preferred plan.” He
called it “improper” and “unethical.”

Board President Ginny Leiz said a
committee had met over multiple
meetings and heard many proposals.
Mr. Riley asked to know the details.
She said she would not discuss it. He
asked why. She said, “It’s committee
business.”

“Why can’t we know that?” he
asked.

Ms. Dolan said that the area she
had referred to that was in walking
distance to Edison was not much of a
“mystery.”

George Mancino of Union Street,
an attorney, asked, “What other neigh-
borhoods were considered?” He said
the board “was inviting litigation” by
not disclosing this information.

Anita Fitzpatrick of Manitou Circle
asked why it is currently “accept-
able” for kids to cross East Broad
Street at the intersections of Spring-
field Avenue and Gallows Hill Road
without a crossing guard, but it is
“unsafe” for children attending
Edison to cross at similarly busy roads.

Animal-Control Fees
Set to Increase $3,000

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Town
Council approved a $73,000 contract with
the Associated Humane Societies, Tues-
day night, to provide animal-control ser-
vices.

Every town is obligated to have ani-
mal-control services. In Westfield’s case,
currently, there is only one entity in the
area to perform such services, and the
costs continue to rise; this year, the fee is
up $3,000 from 2008. However, “only
five years ago, it was $25,000,” accord-
ing to Town Administrator Jim Gildea.

Responsible for pick-up of stray do-
mestic animals as well as injured and ill
wildlife, Associated Humane covers the
municipalities of Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside, Roselle Park, Springfield
and Westfield. New Providence utilizes
the services of St. Hubert’s, but they do
not reach the Westfield area.

The matter had arisen last week when
Fourth Ward Councilman Jim Foerst ques-
tioned the expenditure, saying, “This is a
huge budget item...it seems way overpriced.”

Mr. Gildea explained that currently,
“Associated Humane is the only game in
town.”

He said he met last month with repre-
sentatives from Harbor Consultants of
Cranford, who have been hired by Union
County to research and design a new
animal facility in Union County; right
now, Springfield is the proposed loca-
tion.

According to Mr. Gildea, the project is
at least two years away, but once com-
plete, “it could really benefit us because
we can get away from Associated
Humane...Their costs are going up, and
their services aren’t matching that, and
they know it.”

In a September 2007 issue of The
Westfield Leader, Union County Sheriff
Ralph Froehlich said he wanted to see the
county take over animal-control services
for municipalities and pointed to a feasi-
bility study performed on the matter. He
said a county program would focus on
animal control as well as education on
how to properly care for animals.

The town held two public hearings on
ordinances that passed unanimously. One,
dealing with conservation center charges,
sets yearly decal permit fees at $65 per
vehicle and one-trip passes at $20. Those
figures are up from $55 and $15, respec-
tively. The ordinance had to be redrafted
after Town Attorney Robert Cockren
agreed with a resident that “some ambi-
guity” previously existed.

The other ordinance calls for the instal-
lation of a stop sign on John Street at the
intersection of Cleveland Avenue.

The town council entered executive
session to discuss matters pertaining to
pending or anticipated litigation on
Sunnyside Senior Housing Corporation.

Parents had asked the board to post-
pone the vote so it could consider
everything heard at the meeting. Ms.
Leiz moved to make a vote as planned.
Vice President Julia Walker said they
could not postpone it for too long
because preliminary budgets need to
be in by Tuesday, March 17, and they
would need to prepare the budget
beforehand and consider any changes
that may occur with the decision on
redistricting.

Westfield High School student Allie
Tunis spoke to the board, saying she
attended Washington and that middle
school is an awkward time and a period
when a child first gets to experience
some “independence.” She said a part
of the social aspect of Roosevelt is
“walking home through the downtown.”
She said “Edison is too far away to take
part in this rite of passage.”

She said students meet people
through extracurricular activities and
clubs, not the events the board has
lined up for kids to get acclimated.
She called the amount of students
who get redistricted from Washing-
ton to Edison a “super minority.”

Steve Whittle, whose son, Jason, is
affected by the plan to redistrict, said
he struggles to understand the
superintendent’s decision “when I
think of my son waiting for a bus
alone while 20 kids walk to school
together.”

Board member Richard Solomon
said, “Very honestly, the numbers
work. I’m sorry to put it so bluntly.”

“Our best interest is the kids,” he
subsequently said.

He said the rooms at Roosevelt are
too small to accommodate larger class
sizes and stated the school cannot
accommodate 849 students, which is
the projected number of students at
Roosevelt in 2013 if redistricting did
not occur.

He said even though the board re-
cently spent more than $3 million to
enlarge the cafeteria and the library
and redo the hallways, they are still too
small. “This is stuff that has been
discussed since 2001,” he stated. He
said redistricting was the “last resort.”
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Oak Ridge Golf

“From an equity principle, it’s not
going to really accomplish a lot,” he
said.

The only way the direct-billing
system becomes beneficial, he said,
were if the formula “went after” high-
end commercial users and took into
account assessing nonprofits.

After the January 27 meetung, Mr.
Caruana said this is the wrong finan-
cial environment in which to first
introduce assessments to religious and
non-profit institutions.

“There are more reasons against
[direct billing] than for it,” he said.

The conversation dovetailed a mat-
ter discussed earlier in the meeting.

Westfield Community Players, the
town’s theater organization, is plac-
ing new stairs at its North Avenue
location. The group had requested
that the town waive the $535 applica-
tion fee and the $1,500 escrow due to
the Players’ nonprofit status.

According to Mr. Gildea, in the
past, the town has waived the applica-
tion fee for groups of a similar ilk, but
it has never done so with the escrow.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren said
during his tenure in Westfield he does
not recall a request such as this.

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst said he was “worried about
setting a bad precedent” if the town
did waive the escrow.

The town, before making a formal
decision, will determine if other
nonprofits had similar fees waived.
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WF Council

Jose Rodriguez
Murder Suspect

Wanted

Call Crimestropers Tipline at
(908) 654-TIPS (8477).


