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Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, 

Department  of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, through

a grant administered by the Union County office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs
* * * The Community Players, a qualified organization of the NJ Cultural Trust * * *

Since 1934Since 1934

Box Office: 908-232-1221  opens 1 week before show

Presenting our 2009 - 2010   75th Anniversary Season !

* Special student pricing
for 3PM Sunday matinee

$10  with valid id

Give the gift of live theater to friends

and family this holiday season !
As we celebrate our 75th year, WCP
wishes all of you a healthy, Happy 

New Year in 2010 !

“Dial M for Murder”
A Murder Mystery by

Frederick Knott

March 6, 13, *14, 20, 26, 27
8PM  Single tickets $20

“The Second Time Around”
A Comedy by Henry Denker

January 9,  16, *17, 22, 23
8PM  Single tickets $20

“Caught in the Net”
A Farce by

Ray Cooney

May 8, 15, *16, 21, 22
8PM  Single tickets $20

Visit us on the web at: www.westfieldcommunityplayers.org Dates, times subject to change

January
GARWOOD – At the Crossroads in

Garwood, members of the rock-reggae
band Milan (pronounced My-lin) backed
up opening act Tam Garcia on his last
song, then took center stage with their
“roots-rock-reggae [mixed] with that East
Coast sound.”

Milan is known for its hard-rocking,
groove-filled mix of Sublime-style rock
mixed with splashes of Jimi Hendrix.

At the Crossroads, lead singer and gui-
tarist Milan Lazistan played one solo with
his teeth and another with the guitar be-
hind his back. Bassist David Sloyan paid
homage to Angus Young of AC/DC by
throwing his body around the stage while
keeping the groove solid.

One memorable moment saw Mr.
Sloyan and drummer Edwin Estevez, Jr.
playing drums together on the same drum
set.

At the time of the Crossroads perfor-
mance, Milan was working on a single
and an album. The band, which won the
2008 New Jersey Shows Battle of the
Bands, was also working with its man-
ager, Clifford “CJ” Joseph, “lining up
gigs with other “ska punk” rock bands.

“Ska-punk....may be underground, but
underground drives what people want to
hear. And people definitely want to hear
Milan,” said Mr. Joseph.

~ Eric Nierstedt

AREA – Mike Driscoll of Linden di-
rected and Scotch Plains resident Tom
Rowe served as the lighting director for
the Alliance Repertory Theater
Company’s performance of Aaron
Sorkin’s, A Few Good Men, which was
held at the Union County Performing
Arts Center.

The play, which had been made into a
movie of the same name in 1993 starring
Tom Cruise and Jack Nicholson, is about
the fallout after two marines are charged
with the death of a fellow soldier at
Guantanamo Bay. The play was chosen
by Alliance because the plot is relevant to
the American situation today.

According to Mr. Driscoll, the play
depicts how, at times, government offi-
cials tend to go over the edge “under the
guise that they are right.”

“I think the play is more powerful,
more dramatic [than the movie],” said
Mr. Driscoll.

~ Carolyn Freundlich

FANWOOD – Fanwood resident Adele
Kenny released a new chapbook, “The
Kite and Other Poems from Childhood,”
consisting of 24 poems written when she
was between the ages of 4 and 10. The
poems were forgotten until a summer 10
years ago, when the author was simulta-
neously grieving the death of her mother
and fighting breast cancer.

Ms. Kenny is the founder of Fanwood’s
Carriage House Poetry Series (CHPS).
Along with Fanwood resident Tom Plante,
she co-directs the Fanwood Arts Council,
of which CHPS is a satellite.

Ms. Kenny’s poems describe typical
childhood experiences such as a snow
storm and the death of her grandfather.

“The poems I wrote as a child reflect
my impressions of things as they were,
what those things meant and the various
relationships involved,” she said.

~ Marylou Morano

WESTFIELD – Countertenor Joseph
Hill, director of Music and an organist at
the Community Presbyterian Church of
Mountainside, sang the title role in The
Choral Art Society of New Jersey’s pro-
duction of Handel’s oratorio, Solomon at
Temple Emanu-El in Westfield.

The production also starred soprano

Andie Campbell as the Queen of Sheba
and tenor Stephen Sands as Zadok.

The soloists, chorus and orchestra are
under the direction of James Little, music
director of the The Choral Arts Society of
New Jersey.

According to Mr. Hill, a countertenor
is “any male who uses his upper head
voice as his performing instrument.” As
the lead singer, Mr. Hill’s countertenor
voice conveys the beauty, subtle strength
and stateliness that were once a part of the
18th century.

Pleased with the choir’s re-creation of
musical pieces from yesteryear, Mr. Little
said, “We’re showcasing a bit of history.”

~ Meredith Mannino

February
GARWOOD – Garwood resident

Chelsea Gower, a junior at the Magnet
High School for math, science and tech-
nology in Scotch Plains, directed, cho-
reographed and stage-managed Clue the
Musical, performed at Union County
Technical and Vocational Schools, also
in Scotch Plains.

The actors, stage crew and tech crew
are from all of the schools on campus:
Magnet, Performing Arts, Allied Health,
Academy of Information Technology and
Vocational.

Chelsea, a performer since she was a
young girl, started up a drama club that
has grown into two productions a year.
Clue is the club’s first foray into the
musical genre.

Chelsea decided that there was a need
for a musical on campus. Personally, she
felt that the drama club and the produc-
tions help her balance the image of at-
tending a “math-and-science” school.

“I know in my heart this is what I want
to do,” she said. “Let’s be serious; can
you imagine Chemical Engineering the
Musical?”

~ Debbie Hoffman

RAHWAY – Conductor David Wroe
of the Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) ingeniously paired music, drama
and dance in a production of Bizet’s
Carmen for WSO Friends Appreciation
Night at the Union County Performing
Arts Center (UCPAC) in Rahway. The
spectacular venue of UCPAC, fully re-
stored to its vaudeville splendor, was an
appropriate setting.

The evening presented a mélange of
orchestral classics, with violin solos by
Byung-Kook Kwak and Flamenco dance
choreographed and presented by the famed
dancer Omayra Amaya and her five-mem-
ber dance company.

Through his solo, Zigeuerweisen
(Gypsy Airs) by Spanish composer Pablo
Sarasate, Mr. Kwak displayed flexibility,
tenderness, technical dexterity and ex-
pertise.

The Orchestral Suite from Carmen was
clearly interwoven with vocally accom-
panied Flamenco dancers, featuring Ms.
Amaya as Carmen and Edwin Aparicio as
the bullfighter.

At the conclusion of the night, the
audience sprung to its feet with explosive
appreciation for such a dramatic and
unique evening of entertainment. Fit-
tingly, Maestro Wroe blew a kiss to his
orchestra with his own appreciation.

~ Susan Myrill Dougherty

WESTFIELD – From Hannah Mon-
tana and the Jonas Brothers to the Monkees
and Elvis, the Washington School Player’s
presentation of Life is a Highway bursted
with energy from its very first number,
which featured dancers “rocking on” with
inflatable guitars.

Set in Westfield, the show focuses on
Savannah Montana, played by Karen

Fishman, a rock sensation who must
choose between entertaining at an all-
important concert gig at Washington
School versus supporting her best friend,
Lulu, played by Patty Vera, at her State
Cup soccer game.

Writer Ralph Venturino described the
show’s theme as “Hannah Montana meets
Young Frankenstein.”

The presentation serves as Washing-
ton School PTO’s largest fundraiser. Par-
ents handle every aspect from writing,
directing, producing and performing to
choreography and set design for the event,
which is held annually at Roosevelt
School.

For many parents, the Washington
School show is a community effort that
can sometimes be difficult to say goodbye
to when their youngest children finish
attending the school.

“It’s bittersweet, but the alumni al-
ways come back and support the show,
which makes it so much better,” said
Janice Bryk, a parent dancer in this year’s
show.

~ Christie Storms

MOUNTAINSIDE – Reaching into
their hearts and their pocketbooks, more
than 200 area residents, as well as friends
and family from outside of the commu-
nity, gathered in the auditorium at Our
Lady of Lourdes church in Mountainside
on Valentine’s Day to attend the eighth-
annual comedy show to benefit
Fibrodysplasia Ossificans Progressiva
(FOP) research.

Former Westfield resident Whitney
Weldon, 16, is afflicted with the rare
genetic condition, which causes muscles
and other connective tissue to turn into
bone. Longtime family friend of the
Weldons, Gary Whyte of Mountainside,
once again spearheaded the annual event.

Mr. Whyte told the newspaper that this
year’s show of support raised nearly
$20,000, and to date, the fundraising ef-
forts have reached close to $200,000.

Monies raised will not only fund re-
search into finding a cure for FOP, but
will also benefit research for other mus-
culoskeletal disorders such as osteoporo-
sis, osteoarthritis and rheumatoid arthri-
tis.

~ Linda B. Condrillo

March
WESTFIELD – In March, composer

and conductor Trent Johnson , music di-
rector at First United Methodist Church
in Westfield and music director of the
Oratorio Singers of Westfield, led the
Oratorio Singers in Franz Schubert’s
“Mass in G Major,” Ludwig van
Beethoven’s “Christ on the Mount of
Olives” and the world premiere of Mr.
Johnson’s “In Homage of Spring.”

The Schubert and Beethoven pieces
featured orchestra, chorus, soprano Rachel
Rosales, tenor Mark Bleeke (who grew
up in Westfield) and baritone Lawrence
Craig, while Mr. Johnson’s newest work
is written for orchestra, chorus and so-
prano.

“The Mass in G is one of [Schubert’s]
most beautiful choral works. It is a sweet,
beautiful piece, and I haven’t heard it too
often on concert programs,” Mr. Johnson
said.

“Christ on the Mount of Olives” is
Beethoven’s only oratorio, and the most
famous excerpt is the “Hallelujah Cho-
rus,” which acts as the final affirmation,
Mr. Johnson said.

~ Greg Waxberg

RAHWAY – Emmy Award-winning
entertainer and comedienne Wanda Sykes
told The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times in an exclusive
interview that she was excited to return to
her “first love,” standup. The TV and
movie star performed in mid-March  at
the Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter (UCPAC) in Rahway.

Although in the past she has incorpo-
rated her personal life into her standup,
Sykes said she “tries to keep it separate.”
She talks a lot about social issues on stage
and things that have happened to her. She
also insisted that she does not try to be
politically charged.

“My goal is to be funny,” Sykes said.
“Standup, to me, is not [about sending]
some type of message but to point out
hypocrisy. If I think of something that’s
funny and gives an audience a different
way of looking at things, that’s cool, but
I wanna be funny,” she said.

~ Carolyn Freundlich

GARWOOD – Crossroads in Garwood
witnessed the re-arrival of guitarists Glenn
Alexander and Jane Getter, billed as Six
String Heroes. The two lived up to the
name, as they combined their guitar prow-
ess to play with the power of a locomotive
and leap across fret boards in a single
bound.

Mr. Alexander, a transplanted Kansan
who now calls Westfield home, began the
show with laid-back stage banter, warn-

ing the audience to “beware of flying bad
notes,” as the group only had one two-
hour rehearsal the previous evening.

~ Eric Nierstedt

SCOTCH PLAINS – Joe Bellestri of
Katherine Street in Scotch Plains, with
help from his wife Angela, got a Man
Cave dedicated to the New York Rang-
ers.

Mrs. Bellestri wrote in to the DIY
Network’s show “Man Caves,” explain-
ing how their fraternal twins, 21-month-
old Kaitlin and Michael, have taken over
the family room with all of their toys, so
her husband needs somewhere in the house
to call his own. Mr. Bellestri said she
wrote in with the idea of a “hockey hide-
away.”

The show took a slapshot at a hockey
theme, modeling the man cave after the
newly renovated Ranger’s locker room.
Mr. Bellestri and a host of his friends, also
Rangers fans, helped construct some of
the components of the room.

The Bellestris were chosen out of some
3,000 applicants. When they got the call
that they were picked, Mrs. Bellestri said,
“I think I jumped down the stairs saying
‘we made it, we made it… It has been an
experience for us. How often does this
happen?”

~ Christina M. Hinke

WESTFIELD – The opening night at
Westfield High School’s (WHS) produc-
tion of Cole Porter’s Kiss Me Kate wasn’t
just “another op’nin’ of another show.”
Director Daniel Devlin’s production of-
fered a musical night with voices, acting
and dancing that rivaled professional qual-
ity.

Although the setting is June 1948, the
plot sounded like a modern-day Holly-
wood soap opera. The acting and singing
in this WHS production were spectacu-
lar.

As Kate, Catalina Gaglioti’s classi-
cally trained voice thrilled in the song “I
Hate Men,” in which she correctly mixed
chest and head voice for a consistent tone
from top to bottom of the song. It was no
surprise to see in the playbill that she won
the 2008 National Teen Idol title. Only a
high school sophomore, this incredibly
gifted girl’s rendition of “So in Love” and
“Wunderbar” were superb.

Matching Catalina’s vocal and acting
talent was sophomore Peter Surace as
Fred. Peter’s rich, vibrant tones soared in
“So in Love” and “Were Thine that Spe-
cial Face.”

The wedding scene’s spectacular con-
clusion – with ensemble in stately cream
outfits and the bride and groom in gold-
trimmed crimson – proved that
Shakespeare was right, even after fits and
drama, “All’s well that ends well.”

~ Susan Myrill Dougherty

April
WESTFIELD – After just three weeks,

renovations to the historic Rialto Theatre
were completed, and an excited contin-
gent, which included current and former
councilmen and mayors, came by to cel-
ebrate the theatre’s reopening.

Owner Jesse Sayegh, president of CJM
Entertainment, his children and a cohe-
sive staff of electricians, painters, cabi-
netmakers, carpenters and assorted
craftspeople worked day and night to
complete the project, making finishing
touches to the place up until the last
minute of bunting being laid and the crowd
beginning to amass outside.

Two of the six auditoriums now have
digital projectors, which enable certain
movies to be presented in 3D, while mov-
iegoers now sit extra comfortably in new,
cushioned reclining chairs with added
legroom. When showing movies in 3D,
the theatre will loan state-of-the-art 3D
glasses – not the flimsy paper ones of
yesteryear – to viewers.

The lobby walls were painted a vibrant
blue and green, and the pattern on the
carpet is stars and streamers, quite appro-
priate for the new Rialto. The concession
stand has been refurbished with granite
countertops and linoleum tile, and the
bathrooms have been updated a bit, with
new soap dispensers and countertops. Mr.
Sayegh said he decided to refurbish the
Rialto because, after 11 years, it needed
an upgrade and remodeling.

“It took a lot of time and a lot of effort,”

said Ms. Sayegh. “We worked very hard,
every minute of every day. It all came
from the heart.”

~ Meredith Mannino

WESTFIELD – This year, 59 loca-
tions, most of them downtown businesses,
volunteered window space to display
paintings, drawings, sculpture and painted
furniture created by approximately 600
Westfield students.

A collaborative effort on the part of the
school system, parents and students, YAM
encourages a town-wide interest in stu-
dent art in a nonjudgmental and critique-
free atmosphere. School art teachers se-
lected the pieces chosen to be displayed
during YAM. Creativity and the ability to
evoke an emotional response were two of
the criteria used for selection. Commit-
ment to the creation of the art, including
the young artist’s work ethic, also played
a part in the selection.

“In this difficult economic time, it is
refreshing to see the support of the com-
munity with welcoming smiles and com-
ments about the awesome work of our
students,” said Linda King, supervisor of
Fine Arts for the Westfield Public Schools.

~ Marylou Morano

WESTFIELD — The Coffee With
Conscience concert series welcomed Tom
Chapin, music legend and younger brother
of late folk legend Harry Chapin, to the
First United Methodist Church. Mr.
Chapin has been performing and record-
ing both adult and children’s music for
more than 30 years. He began performing
at age 12 with Harry and their brother
Steve as the Chapin Brothers.

He opened with a hilarious new song,
“We Will Adjust,” which dealt with the
confusion of new technology, a theme to
which many of his longtime fans can
relate. After a second new song, “Love
Lasts Long,” in which he asked the audi-
ence to sing along, Mr. Chapin paid trib-
ute to opening act Victoria Vox (a ukulele
player), by saying his next song “should’ve
been on ukulele.”

After “The Study,” he played another
funny song about the amount of time
government spends studying problems
rather than solving them, Mr. Chapin
followed up with “Boys in the Choir,” the
story of how his mother had put him in the
local choir to keep him out of trouble as a
child.

Mr. Chapin’s connection with his au-
dience was obvious. “Performing is col-
laborative; I’m just up there telling my
stories to the audience, and they’re the
ones listening and hopefully enjoying it.
So that makes me want the strong audi-
ence connection in my shows,” he said.

~ Eric Nierstedt

RAHWAY – Motown legends The
Temptations hit the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center and showed that they
only miss the mark by a couple of hairs.
They launched into their recent Grammy-
winning cover of “How Sweet It Is” (To
Be Loved By You), with their trademark
choreography matching their voices ev-
ery step of the way.

The Temptations performed long
stretches of songs, with the “newer” Temp-
tations showing their skills, as Ron Tyson
perfectly imitated the vocal stylings of
original Temptation Eddie Kendricks on
“The Way You Do The Things You Do”
and “Just My Imagination (Running Away
With Me).”

Lone original member Otis Williams,
who has been a Temptation for 48 years,
thanked the crowd for “giving us so many
hits that we can’t possibly do them all in
the time we have. But we’re gonna try.”

~ Eric Nierstedt

May
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Commu-

nity Players production of Little Miss Sun-
shine showcased strong voices, lively danc-
ing and some good-old-fashioned silliness.

Jennifer Bacigalupi, who possesses a
grand voice that blows the roof off of the
small theater, was the quintessential Mary
– from her creamy, glowing skin, ruby-
tinged lips, bowed hair ribbons and per-
fectly posed, gloved hand gestures.

Little Mary Sunshine reflected not only
a simpler time, but also an optimistic
quality served up with white gloves, tea
and cucumber sandwiches.

~ Susan Myrill Dougherty

WESTFIELD — The Friends of the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO)’s
annual Tour of Notable Homes not only
showcased five local residences, but pro-
fessional design workshops, entertain-
ment and a one-of-a-kind artists’ bou-
tique as well.

A choice of five 40-minute seminars
delving into the details of home design
and professional staging was included in
the ticket price. Proceeds from the annual
fundraiser help support the programs of
the WSO.

Local decorators and real estate associ-
ates offered seminars hourly on such top-
ics as design, home staging and Feng Shui
techniques at the former Cosi restaurant
location on East Broad Street. Experts
incorporated visual presentations, dis-
played accessories and trims, and recom-
mended resources for further learning
during their 40-minute presentations.

“Our community, particularly The
Friends Group has been very generous to
the orchestra,” said Conductor David
Wroe, who was on hand personally to
meet and greet people who support the
WSO mission through participation in
the tour.

~ Christie Storms

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
teen, Madhumita Parmar, produced and
organized “Sagamam,” a musical extrava-
ganza benefit concert held at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School to raise
money for Austism Speaks, an organiza-
tion committed to raising awareness of
autism through education and research.

Madhumita not only put the concert
together, she was one of the performers.
Madhumita accompanied Layatharanga,
an acoustic rhythm group and one of
India’s most popular musical performers,
by singing in the classical North Indian
Hindustani, and South Indian Carnatic
traditions and playing the saxophone.

“Sangamam” raised more than $5,000
for Autism Speaks. “I am sure this sup-
port will go a long way in bringing hope
and light into the lives of so many chil-
dren affected by Autism,” said Mrs. Suba
Parmar, Madhumita’s mother.

~ Marylou Morano

June
WESTFIELD – For the finale of its

spectacular 26th season, Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) joined forces
with guest choirs – Liverpool Welsh Cho-
ral Union from England and the Pro Art
Chorale from Bergen County – to per-
form Giuseppe Verdi’s Requiem. The
majestic setting of the Presbyterian Church
of Westfield provided the perfect venue
with the choirs seated in the two arms of
the balcony.

Mr. Wroe’s masterful baton seemed to
cast a magic bolt as he cued the powerful
typani of James Musto and bass drum of
Barry Centanni. That segment provided
some of the night’s most memorable
moments with hammer-like percussion
blows, that, according to the program
notes, were part of Verdi’s original in-
structions.

“The composer direct that the bass
drum be stretched very tight, so that its
offbeat strokes will sound short and pow-
erful,” the program read.

~ Susan Myrill Dougherty

AREA- Wardlaw-Hartridge School’s
(WHS) second-annual choral concert,
held in Plainfield’s Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church proved to be as
melodic and inspirational as last year’s
inaugural event.

Three of WHS’s choirs – the upper
School Concert Choir, the Middle School
Treble Choir and the Middles School
Boys Choir, all under the direction of
Matthew LaPine – performed with Jane
Brown accompanying.

Proceeds from the concert were do-
nated to Pure Water for the World, an
organization working to bring clean wa-
ter to Haiti and other Central American
countries.

“I am extremely proud of all of our
students. The incredible music that they
created at the concert will live with the
audience for years to come, “said Mr.
LaPine.

~ Marylou Morano

WESTFIELD – The Coffee with Con-
science series ended its ninth series with
the impassioned singing of Sloan Wain-
wright.

Ms. Wainwright commanded the
audience’s attention from the first song,
“Little Bit,” which demonstrated her
strong, bluesy-smooth voice. She contin-
ued her performance by jostling between
originals, blues and contemporary cov-
ers.

Her music, and the stories she told
about how she and her band had written
the songs, garnered both a standing ova-
tion and an eagerness for the next season
to begin.

~ Eric Nierstedt

A&E Year in Review

Part 1 of 2 January – June

Second Time Around
Opens January 9 in WF

WESTFIELD – Westfield Commu-
nity Players (WCP) continues its 75th
anniversary season with the Henry
Denker comedy The Second Time Around
on Saturday, January 9, 2010, at 8 p.m.

Director Fred Cuozzo, producer Kay
Macrae and stage manager Barbara
Ruban have the cast in final rehearsals
for the January 9 opening.

In this funny and timely comedy
centered on multiple family genera-
tions, two elderly parents fall in love
and decide to live together to save their
Social Security, much to the annoyance
of their children.

The cast features James Broderick as
Samuel Jonas and Nancy Lee Ryan,
who plays Laura Curtis, as the love of
his life. Laura’s son and daughter, who
think this is the worst idea they have
ever heard, are played by John Schweska

and Liz Azukas, while Samuel’s family
is played by Renee Litwin of Scotch
Plains, Lincoln Richan and Travis
Morgan, with Brittany Adair
Richardson as Angela.

Continuing the opening-night tradi-
tion, “first nighters” are invited to stay
for light refreshments with the cast and
crew after the curtain rings down.

The show continues at 8 p.m. on
Friday and Saturday evenings January
17, 22 and 23. The 24-hour ticket tape
at (908) 232-1221 is open to take reser-
vations, and all tickets are $20. The box
office will also provide information on
the benefit performance, scheduled for
Friday, January 16. The theater is lo-
cated at 1000 North Avenue, West, in
Westfield.

To learn more, view
westfieldcommunityplayers.org.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MOTHER AND DAUGHTER PERFORM…Meredith Hoffmann-Thomson, right, soprano, sings “Jewel Song” from Faust
by Charles Gounod at the Midday Musicales Series, December 16, at the First Congregational Church in Westfield. At left,
Ms. Hoffman-Thomson’s mother, Barbara Thomson, left, plays the piano, while Lee Coopersmith serves as page-turner.


