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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

BRADY DECISIONS FRANK, CAMPO PINS ANIUKSTIS

Cougar Wrestlers Hold Back
Linden Tiger Matmen, 43-30

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seniors Julian Campo and Joe
Brady each won key bouts as the
Cranford High School wrestling team
upped it record to 4-0 by defeating a
strong Linden Tiger team, 43-30, in
Cranford on December 23. The Cou-
gars won six bouts via pin, one by
decision and one by forfeit.

Brady, the defending Union County
heavyweight champion, faced Tiger
Austin Frank, whom he had defeated
last year, 3-2, for the District 12 crown.
Last year, Brady placed second in the
Region 3 Tournament to qualify for
the NJSIAA Tournament and finished
with a 28-4 record. Frank placed
fourth in the region and finished 31-
11. This time, Brady grabbed a 4-2

decision over Frank.
“Joe was down 1-0 in the second

period, reversed him [Frank] and got
two stallings. Frank escaped to make
it 4-2,” Cougar Head Coach Darren
Torsone explained.

At 215-lbs, Campo, who was the
2008 District 12 champion at 215-
lbs, turned Adas Aniukstis on his back
in 3:05. Last year, Aniukstis won the
district title and placed third in the
county at 189-lbs and finished with a
31-9 record. Campo placed second at
215-lbs last year and finished 23-10.

“Julian was losing 2-1 in the sec-
ond [period]. He locked a cradle up in
the second period and pinned him in
3:05,” explained coach Torsone, who
added, “They [Brady and Campo]
work and push each other during prac-

tice. They are also getting better at
managing close match situations. We
stress wrestling six minute matches
no matter what the score, and they
both seem to get the idea. They are
maturing in that sense.”

Sophomore Ian Henry pinned Ti-
ger Daniel Tibere in 3:09 at 112-lbs.
Last year, Henry placed third in the
district and fourth in the county at
103-lbs. Undefeated Joe Giaccio re-
ceived a forfeit at 119-lbs then Brian
Buontempo came up slightly short in
a rock and tumble 13-11 decision to
Tiger Adrian Betancourt.

Cougar senior Carmine Pellino, a
Region 3 qualifier at 125-lbs last year,
settled Lamar Cooper in 3:23 at 130-
lbs. Cougar junior Matt DiGiovanni
made swift work of Quadeer White
with a 1:26 fall at 135-lbs. Last year,
DiGiovanni placed second in the dis-
trict and fourth in the county at 135-
lbs. Tiger senior Carl Holley earned a
7-2 decision over Eric Knight at 140-
lbs, but Cougar senior Connor
Londregan stunned junior Felipe
Ramirez, who placed third in the dis-
trict last year at 135-lbs, in 4:41 at
145-lbs.

Cougar sophomore JP Christiano
barely broke a sweat when he showed
Tiger Mosa Diab the lights in 1:35 at
152-lbs. At 160-lbs, Tiger Travis Fos-
ter pinned Chris Keim in 1:01 then
Tiger Danny Castro decked Rob
Kessler in 5:07 at 171-lbs. Tiger se-
nior Nick Currea pinned Errol
Petgrave in 5:30 at 189-lbs.

“Linden had some very tough kids
and they fought hard the entire match,”
said coach Torsone. “Every year, Lin-
den seems to be improving, which is
good because it makes our county
and District 11 more competitive.”

BOUT SEQUENCE:
HWT: Joe Brady (C) d Austin Frank (L),
4-2
103: Josh Sheehey (L) won forfeit
112: Ian Henry(C) p Daniel Tibere (L),
3:09
119: Joe Giaccio (C) won forfeit
125: Adrian Betancourt (L) d Brian
Buontempo (C), 13-11
130: Carmine Pellino (C) p Lamar Coo-
per (L), 3:23
135: Matt DiGiovanni (C) p Quadeer
White (L), 1:26
140: Carl Holley (L) d Eric Knight (C), 7-
2
145: Connor Londregan (C) p Felipe
Ramirez (L), 4:41
152: JP Christiano (C) p Mosa Diab (L),
1:35
160: Travis Foster (L) p Chris Keim (C),
1:01
171: Daniel Castro (L) p Rob Kessler
(C), 5:07
189: Nick Currea (L) p Errol Petgrave
(C), 5:30
215: Julian Campo (C) p Adas Aniukstis
(L) 3:05

DANIELLE GROSS, JAMIE WEBB STAR ON OFFENSE

Lady Cougar Cagers Defeat
Lady Crusaders, Kardinals

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior center Danielle Gross put
up 11 points and senior forward
Jamie Webb (three 3-pointers) buck-
eted 10 points to lead the 1-1
Cranford High School girls basket-

ball team to a 46-31 victory over the
A.L. Johnson Lady Crusaders in
Cranford on December 23. Then on
December 28, the Lady Cougars
upped their record to 2-1 with a 45-
27 thrashing of the 3-1 Kearny
Kardinals in the first round of the

Livingston Tournament.
The Cougars pounced on the Cru-

saders with a 19-9 first-quarter lead
then slowly added to their lead the
remainder of the way. Webb also led
the team with 11 rebounds, five steals
and four assists. Gross finished with
three steals and two rebounds. Se-
nior forward Taylor D’Antico netted
nine points, including a 3-pointer,
and added two rebounds and a steal.

Sophomore guard Morgan Miller
put in eight points, including a pair
of 3-pointers, and freshmen guard
Jenna Goeller hit a pair of free throws.
Freshman guard Jess McCoy sank
six points.

“The three seniors really led our
team on the floor, not only in scor-
ing, but in keeping the team working
hard and together throughout the
entire game,” Cougar Head Coach
Jackie Huber said. “We talked be-
fore the game about keeping the
tempo and playing ‘our game’, and
that is exactly what we did. We looked
to push the ball up the floor and get
good shots in transition. We worked
really hard on defense and forced
Johnson to work the ball around and
to take rushed shots. Johnson played
us in a 3-2 zone most of the game and
left the middle open, which enabled
Danielle to get good open shots.”

Gina Trani led the 1-1 Crusaders
with nine points and Jamie Pflug
banged a pair of 3-pointers.

Gross again led the scoring charge
against the Kardinals by sinking 11
points. Webb and Sara Guiglia each
bucketed eight points. McCoy sank
seven points and Goeller pumped in
five points, while D’Antico and Kate
McGovern each put up three points.

The Kardinals won the first quar-
ter, 11-6, but the Cougars came roar-
ing back in the second quarter with a
13-3 run, then put the game out of
reach with a 17-6 run in the third
quarter. Janitza Aquino led the
Kardinals with 14 points, which in-
cluded three 3-pointers.
AL Johnson   9   8   8   6 31
Cranford 19   8 11   8 46

Cranford   6 13 17   9 45
Kearny 11   3   6   7 27

BURKE CLEARS 11’6”, ENGLESE SHINES

Cougar Tracksters Fare
Well at Burns Relays

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Cranford High School (CHS)
winter track team had a decent show-
ing at the Burns Relays at the Bennett
Indoor Complex in Toms River on
December 27. No team scoring, only
individual times, was intended for
this event.

Senior Kelly Burke cleared 11’6”
in the pole vault, which is still the
best height in the state this season.
The Cougar girls 4x200-meter relay
team placed fifth and were just .01
off the CHS indoor record, and jun-
ior Natalie Englese had a very fast,
25-second split in the event. She also
had a very strong split of 58 seconds
in the 4x400-meter relay.

“As a coaching staff, at this part of
the season, we want to get a look at
as many kids in multiple events, so

that we can piece together a very
competitive team come champion-
ship season in January and Febru-
ary,” Cougar Head Coach Peter Kane
said. “We had a lot of PR’s [personal
records] and the experience that the
kids gained was invaluable.”

Several of the newcomers also per-
formed well. Dan Cleary turned in a
fine split in the 4x800-meter relay,
as did veteran Tyler Ainge in the
same event. Freshman Bryanna Grant
recorded the fastest time on the Cou-
gar girls’ 55-meter shuttle hurdle
relay.

The Cougars looked forward to
competing in the Merli Invitational
meet that would calculate team scores,
as well as individual performances in
Toms River on December 30.

“We are real excited,” commented
coach Kane.

SAME OLD ROUTINE? SAME OLD RESULTS.....
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Cougar Pride
This page is reserved for Cranford High School sports only.

To make this weekly page a success, help

is needed from the coaches, a stat person

and/or a designated parent, who follows

any of the teams and wishes to contribute

a to the point, factual account of the event.

Any good photos of the event may also be

welcomed.

Please e-mail by Monday at noon to

David B. Corbin, (Asst. Publisher/Sports Editor)

dcorbin@goleader.com

Go Cougars! Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin (BrH2O match) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BECOMING A CRADLE SPECIALIST…Cougar senior Julian Campo, top, has become a cradle specialist in his 215-lb
bouts. Campo recently won a big bout by pinning Linden’s Adas Aniukstis with a cradle in 3:05.


