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SABATINO NETS 20 POINTS, 5 BLOCKS; HESS NETS 11

Blue Devil Boy Cagers Block
Indians, 53-49, in Tourney
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior center Pat Sabatino provided
a key block with less than a second
remaining then sank a pair of free
throws to secure a 53-49 victory for
the 2-1 Westfield High School boys
basketball team over the hosting
Rahway Indians at the Rahway Tour-
nament on December 27.

The Blue Devils entered the fourth
quarter with a seemingly comfort-

able, 40-30 lead, but the Indians’ de-
fense clamped on a tight pressure that
created mistakes. Midway through
the quarter, the Indians crept to within
four points of the lead then followed
up with a 10-6 run to knot the score,
49-49, with 35 seconds remaining.

“Their team is quick and athletic.
They had some good strength and
they started pressuring us all over,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Kevin Everly
said. “We had some trouble making

good decisions with the basketball,
getting in trouble with the ball. We
turned the ball over too much and
gave them some easy baskets.”

Senior point guard Jaraad Rogers
came through with a key assist, find-
ing Sabatino under the net for a lay-
up with 10 seconds left. Rahway guard
Jacob Dabek, who scored all 12 of his
points in the second half, made a
quick move toward the basket, but
Sabatino batted away his shot and
drew a foul with 0.6 on the clock.

“Obviously, Pat is 6’6”. He has
long arms, is left-handed. He blocks
a lot of shots. The last possession, he
got a piece of the ball. We made a
little mental mistake defensively on
the last possession and he saved us
there,” coach Everly said.

Sabatino, who led all scorers with 20
points and finished with five blocked
shots, nine rebounds and three assists,
netted seven points in the first quarter,
which ended in a 13-13 tie. Senior
forward Drew Margolis scored the Blue
Devils’ final lay-up of the quarter.

The Indians worked a pressure de-
fense throughout, but the Blue Devils
found the openings in the second quar-
ter and dished out six of their team’s
16 assists, which led to a 15-7 run and
a 28-20 lead at the half. Junior for-
ward Ryan Hess, who finished with
11 points, four assists and a blocked
shot, assisted Rogers and Sabatino on
lay-ups in the quarter. Junior guard
Joe Kasmarsky (7 points, one 3-pointer,
4 assists) fed Hess and senior guard
Max Fusaro (2 assists) on lay-ups, and
Rogers, (8 points, two 3-pointers, four
rebounds, 3 assists, 2 steals, blocked
shot) added two assists.
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MIKE NAPOLITANO CONTRIBUTES TO 3 SPF RECORDS

Raider Boys Stun Blue Devils,
WF Swim Girls Stop Raiders

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four school records went down as
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF)
High School boys swim team stunned
the Westfield boys, 87-83, at Wallace
Pool in Westfield on December 22.
The Blue Devil girls, however, im-
proved to 6-0 with their 100-60 win
over the Raiders.

The last time the Raiders defeated
the Blue Devil boys was as a coed
team on January 22, 1999. That same
year, on February 6, the Raider boys
broke the nation’s longest winning

streak of 42 consecutive titles by de-
feating the Blue Devils, 323.5-304 for
the Union County Tournament crown.

On December 22, Mike Napolitano
had a hand in three of those SPF
records. In the very first event, the
200-medley relay, Dan Napolitano,
Greg Baliko, Mike Napolitano and
Joe Dunn touched first with a time of
1:39.94. Mike then broke the SPF
record in the 100-butterfly with a time
of 52.79. Then he helped seal the vic-
tory when he, Dunn, Ryan Gajdzisz
and Dan Napolitano touched first in the
final event, the 400-free relay, with a

time of 3:19.11. Baliko broke the fourth
SPF record when he touched first in the
200-individual relay at 1:58.69.

Baliko also took first in the 100-
breaststroke with a time of 1:01.4 and
Mike Napolitano placed first in the
500-free with a time of 5:00.44. Dan
Napolitano won the 200-free with a
time of 1:49.5.

“It was one of those meets where
several of the touches in those close
races went our way, starting with the
medley, which we won by three-hun-
dredth of a second,” said Raider Head

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Probitas Verus Honos

HENRY SETS PACE; JENNINGS, BARBER SEAL THE DEAL

Blue Devil Matmen Step Up,
Shut Down Rahway, 38-28

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Alpha and Omega! First and last!
Senior Brian Henry let the hosting
Rahway Indians know that the
Westfield High School wrestling team
was ready to rumble when he re-
corded a 5-1 victory in the first bout
of the evening, and Christian Barber
added the knockout punch in the final
bout to give the Blue Devils a 38-28
victory on December 23.

Henry jumped up a weight class to
152-lbs and did not give Rahway’s
Brian Pyrus a chance to catch a breath.
Henry initiated numerous takedown
attempts that were called outside the
circle, and throughout the third pe-
riod, he had Pyrus calling for injury
time to catch his breath.

“I think I made him nervous. I was
going hard the whole time,” Henry
said. “I knew I was going to outwork
him. By the third period, I didn’t
know he was going to be that dead. I
kept working on him to mentally break
him. I really wanted to beat Rahway.
Two years in a row now!”

“When we saw that we were start-
ing at [1]52 and ending at [1]45, I
said, ‘This is beautiful!’ When you
start and end with your leaders, Brian
definitely set the pace,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz said. “Right
off the bat, we let that team know we
were coming after them. We showed
that we were in better shape, which is
a trademark of us, and that carried

through every kid. They pushed their
opponent the full six minutes. Even
though it is an individual sport, we
won as a team. We won on heart. We
won on conditioning.”

Blue Devil Erik Gozdieski gave TJ
Disney headaches in a 4-2 loss at
160-lbs then Chris Tomasso turned
an 8-3 deficit into a 5:24 fall via a half
nelson over Indian Leo Hernando at
171-lbs. At 189-lbs, Blue Devil Billy
Kim tore into Hanif Denny with a
five-point takedown to nearfall, then
after adding another nearfall, he used
a headlock to end the bout in 2:34,
putting Westfield ahead, 15-3.

The Indians received forfeits at 215-
lbs and heavyweight to tie the match,
but Blue Devil Austin Slifer slivered a
half nelson around Keith McCarthy to

record a 2:26 fall at 103-lbs. Mike
Kalimtzis stacked Indian Isaac Valintin
like a teepee in 3:02 at 112-lbs.

Rahway received another forfeit at
119-lbs to narrow the team score to
27-21, but Blue Devil Troy Skibitsky,
who withstood a series of caution
calls in his 125-lb bout with Tyler
Zihlbauer, recorded six takedowns to
seize a 15-5 majority decision.

Rahway freshman Justin Becker
displayed his talent when he recorded
a takedown, a reversal and a pair of
penalty points to grab a 6-0 decision
at 130-lbs over Kevin Cascillo. At
135-lbs, Indian Danny Walsh worked
a pair of power halves in with a rever-
sal and a takedown to record a 9-0,
majority decision over Jey Yingling
to cut Westfield’s lead to 31-28.

Blue Devil Ryan Jennings jumped

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Westfield/Rahway Wrestling
SPF/Holmdel Basketball

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE TO THE RIM…Blue Devil center Pat Sabatino reaches above the rim for
the ball. Sabatino scored 20 points, had nine rebounds and blocked five shots.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AN INDIAN IN DEEP TROUBLE…Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis, face in center, has Rahway Indian Isaac Valintin in deep
trouble with a double arm bar pinning combination in the 112-lb bout. Kalimtzis recorded the fall.

 Lic# 13VH03942000 • Free Designs & Consultation

Kelly Carpentry llC
COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

** Best Rates In Town **

908-209-0104 • brogankelly@comcast.net

Kitchens & Baths – New & Restored

Custom Built-ins, Trim, Flooring

Finished Basements & Repairs

5 Year Labor Guarantee On All Trades

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

CLASSIC
CONSTRUCTION

Expert Craftsmanship

908 233 6161
WESTFIELD, NJ

Call Ian for a free estimate
www.classicconstructionservice.com

Licensed
Insured
Free estimates

Giordano & Daughter’s

18 years experience
local resident

Quality Work for a Reasonable Price

Kitchens
Windows
Tilework

Baths
Decks
Siding

732-815-1174
Ask for Mike

No Job
too small

Basements

 
 

 
    

*DESIGNATED DRIVERS
*ATLANTIC CITY

*MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS
*AIRPORT SERVICE

*NEW YORK CITY

CHAUFFEURS UNLIMITED

Your Car – Our Driver

40% Lower than Sedan Services

973-228-1888
Serving Tri-County Area Since 1989

Have a Very Safe
Happy New Year!


