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Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

Evan Falk for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUN FOR FUN...During perfect evening weather, more than 2,500 runners from
throughout the state took part in the eighth annual Downtown Westfield 5K &
Pizza Extravaganza on July 22. There was plenty of pizza to conclude the event.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
‘NO CAP AND TAX’…Mila Chejoyk, left, and blogger Colonel Manly Rash,
center, were among two dozen protestors picketing the Westfield office of Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) for Mr. Lance’s “yes” vote on the “Cap-and-Trade” bill.

David Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLASSIC…The DooWop girls, Estrella Munoz and Tara Beelitz, dress up Larry
Darrow’s classic red 1986 Mercedes convertible during his DooWop party on his
birthday Monday night at 16 Prospect Bistro in Westfield.
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The loan you want,
the service you deserve.

774 Central Avenue Westfield, NJ 07090
Phone: (908) 518-0800  Toll-Free: (866) 518-0800

web: www.westfieldmortgage.com
email: loans@westfieldmortgage.com

Licensed by the New Jersey Department of Banking and Insurance

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN
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December
Westfield

Former Westfield mayor Garland
“Bud” Boothe was remembered for his
many accomplishments after the two-term
mayor died on Thanksgiving Day follow-
ing a long illness. He was 77.

A graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, Mr. Boothe graduated from
Princeton University and Harvard Law
School. Mr. Boothe served as mayor from
1992-1996 after serving on the town coun-
cil for 12 years.

Mr. Boothe was active in many organi-
zations, including Westfield senior citi-
zens housing, historical society and the
Union County Utilities Authority.

“For more than a generation, he was
at the center of all the [important] is-

sues in Westfield,” Rich Bagger, former
Westfield mayor, told The Westfield
Leader.

Westfield officials wished councilmen
Sal Caruana and Tom Bigosinski well on
their post-council ventures.

The Westfield Board of Education
voted to set the first day of school next
year for the Thursday before Labor Day,
September 2, 2010.

Garwood
Mayor Dennis McCarthy and the bor-

ough council considered whether or not
to declare both the north and south sides
of North Avenue near the Cranford bor-
der as Areas in Need of Redevelopment.

The borough council bid farewell to
nine-year Councilwoman Kathleen
Villaggio, who was defeated in the No-
vember election.

Auditors presented four issues of con-
cern to the Garwood Board of Education
for its annual audit report.

Scotch Plains
The planning board voted to send to the

township council a proposed ordinance
that would regulate the hours during which
landscapers could operate and also re-
quire them to register with the township

government and obtain permits to oper-
ate.

Township Democratic Committee
chairman Richard Samuel resigned from
his post and was succeeded by Vice-
Chairman Louis Beckerman.

A state Superior Court judge dis-
missed a request by Mr. Samuel for
reconsideration of his previously dis-
missed lawsuit claiming that the town-
ship council had violated the Open Pub-
lic Meetings Act in its deliberations of
the municipal budget and establishment
of a sewer utility.

State transportation officials said they
envision a three-stage refurbishment and
expansion of the Route 22 bridge in Scotch
Plains – connecting Park Avenue with
Bonnie Burn and New Providence Roads –
along with the roads feeding into the cross-
ing. Officials also warned that the 19- month
project would result in some limited road
closures during construction that are certain
to affect rush hour traffic in the area.

The council voted 3-2 to enter into a
contract with Mountainside-based Wild-
life Management Services to conduct a
culling program starting next month in
the Ashbrook Reservation that will re-

move 25 to 30 deer.
Fanwood

Mayor Colleen Mahr and the borough
council discussed issues of the borough’s
workforce and shared services for next
year.

Outgoing borough council members
Donna Dolce and David Valian, who
were defeated in their re-election bids last
month, were given a fond send-off at the
governing body’s monthly meeting.

Mountainside
Over a dozen parents and students at-

tended the November 24 Board of Educa-
tion (BOE) meeting in opposition to a fee
charged to organizations for use of school
buildings after school on weeknights.

The borough council welcomed its
newest member, Deanna Andre, earlier
this month. She fills a vacancy left when
Paul Mirabelli was named mayor fol-
lowing the death of six-term mayor Rob-
ert Viglianti in October. She is the first
woman to serve on the borough council
since Marilyn Hart served from 1979 to
1991.

A White Fir, donated by Pat and Tony
Messano of Mountainside, became the
County Courthouse Rotunda Christmas
Tree.

Union County
The Union County Board of Chosen

Freeholders received a preliminary pro-
posal to build a $6.5-million countywide
animal shelter at the Houdaille Quarry,
property owned by the county located off
Route 78 in Springfield.

In an effort to save $1 million, Union
County Freeholders Alexander Mirabella,
outgoing chairman, and Dan Sullivan,
incoming chairman, announced a county
salary freeze for management, elected
officials and 640 non-contractual employ-
ees.

Regional
The state notified 465 municipalities

that it is withholding some $20.6 mil-
lion in payments owed this month to
close a budget hole. The state’s League
of Municipalities has threatened a law-
suit if the payments are not restored.

Governor-elect Chris Christie an-
nounced his selection of former
Westfield mayor Mr. Bagger as his chief
of staff.

Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) commissioners approved a
2010 budget of $27.4 million. This ac-
tion went against the wishes of repre-
sentatives of four of the 11 towns cov-
ered by the authority. After the meet-
ing, one mayor stated his intention to
ask for an investigation of the authority’s
actions and spending.

shut its doors. Parents and tutors said
the company owed them money.

Administrative Law Judge Richard
McGill upheld the BOE’s redistricting
of 21 students from the Washington
School area to Edison Intermediate
School instead of Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School (RIS), the closer school to
those students’ neighborhoods. The
judge, however, determined that the
BOE’s policy to provide busing only
for Edison students to be unlawful.

Scotch Plains
The board of education chose

Fanwood resident Amy Winkler to serve
as board member, filling the seat left
vacant by the resignation of Sasha
Slocum in September.

Republican councilman Dominick
Bratti won a special election and will
serve out the remaining 13 months of an
unexpired term on the township coun-
cil. Mr. Bratti’s 54-to-46-percent vic-
tory over Democrat Theresa Mullen en-
sures that Republicans will continue to
control the governing body by a 3-2
margin.

Director of Special Services Thomas
Beese announced that 30 instances of vio-
lence occurred in the school district during
the 2008-2009 school year, an increase
from the 23 instances in 2007-2008. There
were five cases of vandalism, a decrease
from the 11 cases in 2007-2008. There
were no reports of weapons in the district
in the 2008-2009 year, a decrease from the
three that occurred during the prior school
year. Reports of substance abuse increased
from four to 10.

SP-F BOE members approved a spe-
cial-education program at Park Inter-
mediate and McGinn Elementary
Schools, as well as a preschool disabil-
ity program at Coles Elementary School.
The board also approved the request to
eliminate a preschool disability pro-
gram at Brunner and Evergreen Schools.
The program is now at Coles.

The zoning board gave approval to
the SP-F BOE’s application to install a
new, lighted sign outside Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School on Westfield
Road.

Township officials held their final
series of meetings with non-residential
property owners to review sewer utility
bills in advance of the November 20
due date for payment.

The SP-F BOE authorized the prepara-
tion of plans and specifications for a solar
panel project at Terrill Middle School.

Fanwood
Republican council candidates Michael

Szuch and Robert Manduca swept the
race for two seats on the governing body,
handing a surprise defeat to incumbents
Donna Dolce and David Valian, thus cre-
ating a 3-3 bi-partisan split, with Demo-
cratic Mayor Colleen Mahr as a potential
tie-breaking vote.

The council approved resolutions au-
thorizing matching funds required to
accept Union County grant awards. The
total of the local and county expendi-
ture is $88,000 – about $38,000 for the
Recreation Commission and $50,000
for the Historic Preservation Commis-
sion.

The governing body approved on sec-
ond reading an ordinance prohibiting
people from letting their pet dogs run
“at large.”

Garwood
Incumbent Democrat Keith Sluka,

with 666 votes, and Republican Tim
Hak, with 676 votes, were elected to the
two three-year terms on the borough
council. The council now has two Re-
publicans, four Democrats and Demo-
cratic Mayor Dennis McCarthy.

Mayor McCarthy announced that the
defunct water tower on North Avenue
will be torn down.

Police Chief William Legg was ap-
pointed as the zoning enforcement of-
ficer and Victor Vinegra was appointed
as the zoning official, following the
resignation of Ed Dec.

Mountainside
The council named former Council

President Paul Mirabelli as its new
mayor, replacing six-term Mayor Rob-
ert Viglianti, who died of cancer last
month. Mr. Mirabelli steps into the may-
oral role after 12 years as a councilman
and two years as council president.

The local GOP committee nominated
councilmen Glenn Mortimer and Keith
Turner for the vacant position.

County
Democrats posted their 15th consecu-

tive victory in the seven-candidate race
for three seats on the Board of Chosen
Freeholders and will continue to hold a
9-0 majority. Freeholders Al Mirabella
of Fanwood, Deborah Scanlon of Union
and Freeholder-elect Mohamed Jalloh
of Roselle won the race.

Surrogate James LaCorte of Eliza-
beth, a Democrat, won a third, five-year
term.

The Freeholders are expected to en-
ter into agreements with Sussex and
Essex Counties to house some of their
youth prisoners at Union County’s
Youth Detention Center in Linden.

Union County became the second
county in the state to create a homeless
trust fund that will aid in finding perma-
nent housing for an average daily home-
less population of 1,100 in the county.

Regional
Republican Assembly members Jon

Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) and
Nancy Munoz (LD-21, Summit) easily
won re-election.

In the neighboring 22nd District,
Democratic incumbents Linda Stender
of Fanwood, 24,133, and Jerry Green of
Plainfield, 23,667, survived a close
battle waged by Scotch Plains Republi-
cans Martin Marks, 21,810, the former
township mayor, and William “Bo”
Vastine, 20,737.

At a press conference, three mayors,
Sal Bonaccorso of Clark, James
Kennedy of Rahway and John
McCormac of Woodbridge, called for
an oversight committee to watch the
actions of the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority’s (RVSA) board of commis-
sioners because of rising fees.

Chris Christie, a Republican, was
elected Governor of New Jersey to re-
place Jon Corzine, a Democrat. Mr.
Christie’s running mate Kim Guadagno
was elected as the state’s first Lieuten-
ant Governor.

County and municipal officials made
the trek down to Atlantic City for the
annual New Jersey State League of Mu-
nicipalities (LOM) Convention.

The prosecutor’s office invited the
media inside the Forensic Laboratory at
the Public Safety Building on North
Avenue in Westfield, where eight lab
technicians analyze the science behind
criminal cases that occur in Union
County.


