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POLICE BLOTTER

Courtesy of Louis Cerchio
CATASTROPHE…Major damage resulted from a fire on Jenna Court in Scotch
Plains Monday night at 8 p.m. The fire started in the garage and caused damage
throughout the home. Fire departments from 10 towns provided aid.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and The Leader
FOUND IT…An archaeological dig is underway at Park Avenue and Route 22
in Scotch Plains in advance of construction at the intersection. At the Stites
Farmstead site, arrowheads and pottery are found.

Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and The Leader
FROLICKING ON A SUMMER NIGHT...Children of the St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League engage in a whole lot of fun at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains
after the game last week.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HARLEY’S ANGEL...A big hello and a smile is tossed from a rider at Rolling
Thunder at Warinanco Park in Roselle last Sunday.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LIGHT IT UP...A composite of fireworks photos shows the variety of colorful
blasts on display July 4, during the Independence Day celebration at Nomahegan
Park in Cranford.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HITTING A HIGH NOTE…Nicole Hart performs in front of the Westfield train
station Tuesday night at the Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival.
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2009 Year In Review – Part 2, June to December
September
Westfield

The Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce announced it would head in
a “new direction” after terminating its
relationship with Naomi McElynn, its
executive director of more than three
years. Chamber Chairman Jay Tintle
assumed her duties. While calling Ms.
McElynn “the force behind the Cham-
ber,” he said the chamber also felt it
was time “to seek new board members,
new ideas and a new vision.” Ms.
McElynn countered that she had been
“blindsided” by the chamber’s deci-
sion to let her go.

Westfield resident David Waxtel,
owner of Quantum Printing Company
in New York City, was sentenced to
one year and one day in federal prison
for failing to report approximately
$189,520 in additional income he re-
ceived from the business and rental
properties he owned in Brooklyn, N.Y.
He also was ordered to pay a fine of
$5,000 and to serve two years on super-
vised release after finishing his prison
sentence. By failing to report the addi-
tional income during 2003, Waxtel
evaded approximately $51,604 in taxes
due to the United States.

Health Officer Megan Avallone told
the town council that the Westfield
Regional Health Department would re-
ceive a vaccine for the H1N1 virus in
the fall.

After 41 years, the Jolly Trolley on
North Avenue was renamed The Office
Bar & Grill. The chief operating officer
for Charlie Brown’s Steakhouses,
which operates The Office, said the
company felt the new name was a bet-
ter fit for the erstwhile Jolly Trolley,
since Office restaurants are typically
located near train stations such as those
in Westfield and Cranford.

A governing body discussion of the
town’s “Green Team,” designed to help
Westfield develop strategies to reduce
its impact on the environment, sparked
accusations that the issue had become
politicized. Democratic mayoral can-
didate Bill Brennan expressed disap-
pointment with Mayor Andy
Skibitsky’s appointments to the panel,
saying the team was comprised of only
three “citizen representatives,” accord-
ing to the language of the resolution
establishing the team. The council ulti-
mately voted 7 to 1 to advance Mayor
Skibitsky’s choices.

The Westfield Planning Board gave
the green light to construction of two-
story office space on the former site of
B.G. Fields restaurant on Springfield
Avenue.

Town council members unanimously
approved on second reading 10 ordi-
nances to amend various provisions of
Westfield’s land-use ordinance.

Mayor Skibitsky announced that af-
ter three years as TV-36 director of
operations, Jamie Lynn Drohan would
leave in October for a job as a morning
anchor in Knoxville, Tenn.

Scotch Plains
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of

Education Vice-President Sasha
Slocum announced she would resign
from the board in September. Ms.
Slocum, who held a Fanwood seat,
stepped down to take a job as a vice
principal at Plainfield High School. The
board subsequently named board mem-
ber Nancy Bauer to fill the vacancy.

The township council said it would
re-issue sewer bills to several dozen
non-residential properties that were in-
advertently overcharged. Officials also
voted to extend the interest-free grace
period for sewer bill payments to No-
vember 20.

Christopher Michalak, 54, of Scotch
Plains was charged with a second-de-
gree count of unlawfully concealing
the human remains of Laura Lockatell,
42, also of Scotch Plains. Michalak
additionally was charged with a third-
degree count of failing to dispose of the
remains in a manner required by law.

Fanwood
The governing body introduced a

resolution amending the 2009 munici-
pal budget to approximately $8.4 mil-
lion, with a total tax levy amounting to
$5.6 million. The budget was adopted
later in the month by a unanimous vote.

Mayor Mahr announced that
Fanwood Police Chief Donald
Domanoski would retire at the end of
2009 after 33 years of service to the

borough’s police department.
Mountainside

With the start of the 2009-2010 school
year, parents of Mountainside students
who ride the bus to the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools and the
Union County Magnet High School
asked that the route include six stops
instead of the existing four, citing con-
cerns about the distance some students
would have to walk, as well as student
safety.

Garwood
Councilman Stephen Napolitano said

that the state’s Green Acres program
had released more than $750,000 in
funding towards the borough’s athletic
field complex project. The funds were
comprised of a $179,084 grant and a
$576,916 loan.

The board of education voted to ap-
prove a new lease agreement with the
borough’s municipal library. Under the
terms of the five-year pact, the rent for
the library will remain $1. The library
also agreed to contribute $1,000 a month
towards utility costs. The library build-
ing is attached to the Lincoln School.

County
It was announced that Union County

had received more than $22 million in
federal stimulus funds for various
projects and programs aimed at helping
jumpstart the economy.

The Union County Freeholder Board
approved an ordinance authorizing the
county to bond $14.7 million for the
county’s portion to construct a $35-
million, 1,200-space parking garage in
Elizabeth. The county, Elizabeth Park-
ing Authority and Union County
College’s Elizabeth campus will share
the garage.

The freeholders approved the first
reading of an ordinance to provide a
half-million-dollar loan to the Union
County Improvement Authority as
startup money for a new renewable-
energy program the county is initiating
for towns and school districts.

Regional
It was revealed that the Township of

Clark had brought a lawsuit against the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) and the RVSA’s other 10 mem-
ber municipalities. The suit was among
a series of actions taken by the town-
ship to try to avoid the costs caused by
the closing of US Gypsum’s Clark plant.

October
Westfield

The town council approved 10 ordinances
to amend provisions of the town’s land-use
ordinance.

The board of education discussed op-
tions at the intermediate schools to accom-
modate anticipated enrollment increases.

Bill Brennan, Democratic mayoral can-
didate, conducted a video interview with
The Leader and The Times in which he
called for a bipartisan panel to address
Westfield taxes.

It was announced that by the end of 2009,
train conductors at the Rahway Avenue
grade crossing will be prohibited from blow-
ing the train whistle at any point during the
day.

An attempted Minisink Way burglary on
September 24 marked the ninth crime of its
kind last month. Police Chief John Parizeau
said that September saw the highest level of
burglaries this year.

In his re-election bid, Westfield Mayor
Andy Skibitsky said, “With the highest
student enrollment in 30 years and over
6,000 school-age children, car traffic and
pedestrian safety will remain among my top
priorities in my next term.”

Town council Republican candidates
were introduced during a video-taped inter-
view at The Leader/ Times in which they
discussed parking, taxes and the down-
town.

Brian and Karen Karnofsky of Highland
Avenue asked the town to reconsider plac-
ing a crosswalk adjacent to their driveway
for safety reasons. Instead, they suggested
installing the crosswalk on the other side of
Sinclair Place “before the cost of this mis-
take is an injury to a child.” Roughly 300
Westfield residents signed the Karnofskys’
petition “adamantly” opposing the
crosswalk’s placement.

Garwood
Municipal taxes and an amended school

budget were discussed by councilpersons
Keith Sluka and Kathleen Villaggio dur-
ing an on-camera interview with The
Westfield Leader. They are challenged on
Election Day by Republicans James

Matheson and Timothy Hak.
Councilwoman Kathleen Villaggio an-

nounced that NJ Transit is adding more
stops at the Garwood train station, begin-
ning in early November, in conjunction
with a development study. “It’s only a
start, but it’s an excellent start,” Council-
woman Villaggio said.

Mountainside
Six-term Mountainside Mayor Robert

Viglianti died after a long battle with can-
cer. He would have turned 69 on Sunday,
October 18. He was serving his 22nd year
as the borough’s mayor, having been first
elected mayor in 1987 after serving nine
years on the borough council.

Mr. Viglianti had been founder and
chief executive officer of Westfield Brace
Company. He was a graduate of Westfield
High School and Waynesburg College.

“It’s going to be very difficult to con-
tinue without him. He was Mr.
Mountainside,” said borough administra-
tor James Debbie.

Scotch Plains
The Board of Education (BOE) named

board member Nancy Bauer to serve as
vice president. The position was left va-
cant by the resignation of Sasha Slocum,
who accepted a vice-principal position at
Plainfield High School.

With the township’s fall branch-and-
brush-pickup program cancelled,
homeowners can take their yard debris to
the Westfield Conservation Center.

Asw. Linda Stender and Asm. Jerry
Green of Plainfield, candidates for re-elec-
tion, spoke on the closing of Muhlenberg
Hospital during an on-camera interview at
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times office.

Mayor Nancy Malool defended the
council’s decision to create a sewer utility
and then bill property owners for their
water use, saying the $250 residential fee
was the fairest way to proceed. Resident
Rose Marie Dooley complained, calling it
“repelling,” “unfair” and “appalling.”

The BOE is seeking zoning approval to
install a new four-foot by eight-foot lighted
sign with programmable LED message
display outside the high school.

A Union County Superior Court judge
dismissed in its entirety a lawsuit filed by
Scotch Plains Democratic Party Chairman
Richard Samuel requesting that the mu-
nicipal budget and the ordinance creating
a sewer utility be voided and that Mayor
Nancy Malool be disqualified from the
mayor’s office.

Township Manager Chris Marion said
municipal officials continue to review
sewer utility bills that may be inadvert-
ently excessive, but emphasized that the
time to make corrections is nearing an end.

Incumbent Republican Councilman
Dominick Bratti faces Democrat Theresa
Mullen for the remaining year on the seat
previously held by Mayor Nancy Malool.

Per agreement with Westfield, Scotch
Plains will deposit leaves collected on the
south side of town at the Westfield Conser-
vation Center on Lamberts Mill Road,
while Westfield will deposit leaves it col-
lects on the north side of town at the public
works property on Plainfield Avenue.

Fanwood
Borough engineer Joseph Pryor focused

on South Avenue’s Livingston-Wilbor site,
which the borough owns, but plans to sell
to a developer. “Things are happening
there that I wasn’t expecting,” Mr. Pryor
told the governing body. He said a state
inspector “showed up out of the blue” and
has indicated that glazing and caulking on
windows at the property likely contains
asbestos.

Mayor Colleen Mahr announced that
the Sovereign Bank property along South
Avenue “will be redeveloped,” as the bor-
ough had hoped. The mayor said a deal
between a developer and the bank “may
[already] be under contract now.”

Democratic incumbents Donna Dolce
and David Valian are being challenged by
Republicans Robert Manduca and Michael
Szuch. Democrats hold the mayor’s of-
fice, as well as five of the six council seats
in Fanwood.

County
The Union County Freeholder Board

approved the first reading of an ordinance
to provide a half-million-dollar loan to the
Union County Improvement Authority
(UCIA) as startup money for a new renew-
able-energy program.

Jim Buettner of Cranford questioned
why the county closed Oak Ridge golf
course, yet is willing to pay $4 million to
upgrade Oakwood Park in New Provi-
dence.

The Freeholders are expected to deny

the request by Cranford Township for a
skate park at the former trap-and-skeet-
shooting range at Lenape Park.

The Freeholders approved a $506,000
contract to lease 179 golf carts for the
county’s remaining two public golf
courses. Officials anticipate the deal will
generate $1.9 million in additional rev-
enue.

The Freeholders approved a $1.2-mil-
lion contract with Daudone Electric of
Newark to complete improvements at
eight intersections along the Central Av-
enue corridor in Westfield and Clark.
“This is a major project for us,” said
Westfield Councilman David Haas.

The county directed the Union County
Utilities Authority to explore opportuni-
ties for the sale or extended lease of the
county’s trash incinerator.

Democratic incumbents Al Mirabella
of Fanwood and Deborah Scanlon of
Union, as well as newcomer Mohamed
Jalloh of Roselle, are being challenged by
Republicans Anthony Sytko of Garwood
and Nicole Cole of Fanwood, as well as
independents Hope Thompson and Karen
Gielen of Plainfield. Democrats hold a 9-
0 majority on the board.

Surrogate James LaCorte of Elizabeth
faces a challenge from Republican Arthur
Zapolski of Linden.

Regional
The chairman of the Rahway Valley

Sewerage Authority board, Charles
Lombardo of Garwood, resigned.
Woodbridge’s commissioner Robert
Luban became chairman.

Asw. Linda Stender and Asm. Jerry
Green are challengeed by Republican can-
didates in former Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks and William “Bo” Vastine,
also of Scotch Plains.

Republicans Asm. Jon Bramnick and
Asw. Nancy Munoz, who replaced her
late husband, seek re-election in District
21 with little opposition.

Governor Jon Corzine is challenged in
his re-election bid by former U.S. Attor-
ney Chris Christie.

November
Westfield

Winning re-election, Mayor Andy
Skibitsky carried 63 percent of the
Westfield vote (7,076), with Democrat
Bill Brennan pulling in the remaining 37
percent (4,205). Newcomers Sam Della
Fera and Keith Loughlin and incumbents
David Haas, the only Democrat on the
council, and Vicki Kimmins were voted
in as council members.

The town’s planning board approved a
new restaurant, The Turning Point, to go
in the old Bombay store on Central Av-
enue in the downtown. Sherry Cronin,
executive director for the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), said the
Bombay site has been vacant for 22
months.

A curriculum redesign by the BOE will
up the credit requirements, mandate sci-
ence and mathematics content, as well as
impact staffing, the scheduling of classes
and how science labs are equipped and
run.

Councilman Mark Ciarrocca stated that
there were requests for crosswalks at For-
est Avenue and Eaglecroft Road, as well
as Clark Street and Webster Avenue. He
stated that there is “not enough volume”
at Forest and Eaglecroft, but that the
number of children crossing at Clark and
Webster has to be analyzed. The town
will take counts of children crossing at
North Chestnut and May Streets, where a
crossing guard has been requested. A
crossing guard is being recommended at
Hyslip and First Avenues.

Captain David Wayman of the Police
Department announced that as a result of
a joint investigation with the Springfield
Police Department, the Detective Bureau
on November 4 arrested and charged
Kristin Modoski, 18, of Westfield with
two counts of burglary, two counts of
theft and one count of criminal mischief
in connection with two residential bur-
glaries that occurred during the month of
October in the 400 block and 700 block of
First Street in Westfield. Additionally,
Samantha Mathis-Smith, 18, of Westfield
was arrested and charged with burglary,
theft and criminal mischief in connection
with the burglary that occurred in the 700
block of First Street.

The town’s board of education stressed
concerns over rising healthcare costs and
said that it could lead to layoffs.

The Enrichment Center, previously lo-
cated on Central Avenue in Westfield,

Westfield
Monday, December 21, Thomas Dwan,

35, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Weehawken warrant in the amount of
$300. He was processed and posted bail.

Monday, December 21, a business on
the 200 block of West North Avenue
reported receiving two fraudulent checks
from a customer for merchandise that
cost $2,161. The matter was forwarded to
the Westfield Police Department’s detec-
tive bureau.

Monday, December 21, a resident on
the 200 block of North Chestnut Street
reported being the victim of identity theft.
The victim stated that unknown suspects
opened a credit card in her name and
made purchases totaling $1,680 in
Bloomfield, West Orange and Irvington.
The matter was forwarded to the Westfield
Police Department’s detective bureau.

Wednesday, December 23, three men
were arrested after multiple police units
responded to the 500 block of Boulevard
on a report of possibly intoxicated indi-
viduals.

Austin Rolnick, 20, of Westfield was
charged with disorderly conduct; two
counts of aggravated assault against po-
lice officers, for allegedly striking them;
two counts of resisting arrest; failure to
disperse; possession of less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana, and possession
of fraudulent identification. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released after posting
$10,000 bail.

Ramon Martinez, 19, of Westfield was
charged with disorderly conduct; failure
to disperse; obstruction of law and resist-
ing arrest. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting $5,000 bail.

The third man, Lawrence Rolnick, 50,
of Westfield, was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters and charged with dis-
orderly conduct, failure to disperse and
disorderly premise. He was processed
and released with summonses.

Monday, December 28, Mice Lawson,
21, of Linden was arrested at Roselle
police headquarters on outstanding traf-
fic warrants from Westfield and Fanwood,
with bail amounts of $289 and $89, re-
spectively. He was processed and held in
lieu of bail.

Monday, December 28, Tiquana
Cabbell, 20, of Plainfield was arrested in
the area of West North and Lenox Av-
enues on an outstanding Sayreville traffic
warrant in the amount of $354. She was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released on her own
recognizance by the Sayreville Munici-
pal Court.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, December 23, Anthony

Reynolds, 42, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with resisting arrest
after an officer responded to a report of a
disturbance. According to police, while
the officer was attempting to speak to
individuals at the scene, Reynolds shoved
the officer out of the way and tried to run
away. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Thursday, December 24, Lucinia
Almeida, 34, of Southampton, N.Y. was
arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) after a motor vehicle
stop, during which the officer smelled the
odor of alcohol. She was transported to
police headquarters, where she was pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, December 25, Harvey Nix, 28,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with criminal mischief after an officer
responded to a report of a disturbance on
Prospect Street. According to police, Nix
was observed smashing the window of a
resident’s vehicle. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, December 25, a resident of
Haven Avenue reported that a former
business associate has been harassing him
by mailing letters to clients claiming the
victim’s business is a fraud.

Friday, December 25, a resident of
Raritan Road reported that someone re-
moved license plates from his motor ve-
hicle while it was parked in his driveway.

Saturday, December 26, a resident of
Fenimore Drive reported that someone
changed her credit card billing address
and attempted to receive a new card at the

fraudulent address.
Saturday, December 26, a resident of

Unami Lane reported that someone ob-
tained his checking account number and
fraudulently withdrew approximately
$900 in cash.

Saturday, December 26, a resident of
Scotchwood Glen reported that she left a
cash tip for her garbage man but that
someone removed the money before the
garbage was picked up.

Mountainside
Tuesday, December 22, Robert W.

Green, 51, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with theft and possession of sub-
scription drugs not prescribed to him after
police were notified that Green had been
seen removing cash left as gratuity from
several garbage cans on Partridge Run
and Apple Tree Lane. According to po-
lice, when an officer confronted Green,
who was on a bicycle, he stated that he
worked for a sanitation company and he
was collecting garbage, which he takes on
his bicycle and delivers to a central loca-
tion for pickup. Green eventually con-
fessed to removing the gratuities and was
transported to police headquarters, at
which time the officer found the prescrip-
tion drugs. He was processed and held on
no-bail warrants out of Union and
Somerset Counties.

Tuesday, December 22, a resident came
into police headquarters to report that he
was receiving harassing telephone calls
from a contractor who did work on his
driveway and front walk, demanding final
payment. According to police, the home-
owner refused to make the final payment
until the job was fixed because it was not
completed to specifications agreed upon.

Thursday, December 24, Doreen S.
Simmons, 52, of East Orange and Julie A.
Andrews, 38, of Newark, both nurses at
Children’s Specialized Hospital, were ar-
rested and charged with theft of movable
property after being caught stealing Christ-
mas toys designated for patients of the
hospital. Authorities said a supervisor at
the hospital notified police after she sus-
pected Simmons and Andrews of stealing
the presents. When an officer arrived, he
witnessed Simmons leaving through the
back door of the hospital with wrapped
toys in her possession, authorities reported.
More wrapped gifts that were removed
from the hospital were found in plain view
in both suspects’ vehicle, police reported.
The toys, valued at approximately
$1,287.50, were confiscated and returned
to the hospital, authorities said. Simmons
and Andrews were transported to police
headquarters, where they were processed
and released.

Thursday, December 24, a resident of
Bayberry Lane reported that a parcel con-
taining private information, including her
Social Security number, had been opened
and rummaged through and put back in
her mailbox.

Thursday, December 24, an individual
who was attempting to walk three dogs
owned by a Tanglewood Lane resident
reported that as she was attempting to
leave the residence with the dogs, she
slipped and fell down the steps. Accord-
ing to police, the victim reported that the
dogs attacked her until a witness yelled at
the dogs and they released her. The dogs
bit her in 13 different parts of her body
causing multiple wounds, with one re-
quiring stitches, police reported. She did
not receive a rabies inoculation.

Thursday, December 24, an employee
at a gas station on Route 22 reported that
a patron asked for $20 worth of gas. Ac-
cording to police, the pump malfunctioned
and $23.09 worth of gas was pumped.
When the attendant told the suspect that
the total would be more than asked for, the
suspect said, “You know what? This one
is on you,” and drove off without paying
anything. The employee gave police a
description of the vehicle and a license
plate number, authorities reported.

Saturday, December 26, a patron at a
Route 22 theater reported that someone
smashed the passenger side vent window
of his motor vehicle and removed ap-
proximately $4 worth of quarters.

Saturday, December 26, a resident came
into police headquarters to report that one
license plate was removed from his motor
vehicle sometime during the day while he
was running errands. According to police,
he was instructed to notify the Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles and turn in the
remaining plate.


