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Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHAMPION BANQUET...Labor Day marked the championship
game for the “St. Barts” softball league followed by a scrumptious
picnic at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COMMAND...Lt. Colonel Edward J. Chrystal Jr. of Scotch Plains, center, commanding the 102nd Cavalry
of the New Jersey National Guard, and executive officer Major William Morris receive honors for the troops
for their service in Iraq from Nancy LaCorte, Family Readiness Group, at the Westfield Armory. A parade
was held Saturday afternoon, as hundreds lined the streets waving American flags, cheering their return.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GO RAIDERS!...The 2009 Raiders cheerleaders help get the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School football team off to a good start with
a 26-24 victory over Cranford last Saturday night at Cranford’s
new synthetic turf field.

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PRESIDENT IN NEW JERSEY...President Barack Obama attended the PNC
Arts Center in Holmdel with 17,000 attendees last Thursday in a Democratic
Party campaign stump for the re-election of New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine.
See goleader.com/photos.

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRIUMPH...Republican Governor-elect Chris Christie and his Lieutenant Gov-
ernor running mate, Kim Guadagno, salute the crowd at their election headquar-
ters in Parsippany Tuesday night following their victory over Governor Jon
Corzine.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DEBATE...Candidates for Fanwood Borough Council discuss the issues during
the Candidates Forum sponsored by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and the
League of Women Voters. Pictured, left to right, are: Republican challengers for
the two open seats, Michael Szuch and Bob Manduca; moderator Fred Rossi of
The Times, and incumbent Democrats Donna Dolce and David Valian.
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July
Westfield

Standard and Poor’s awarded
Westfield its highest rating, AAA, for
creditworthiness. Likening the honor
to a restaurant receiving a four-star
rating in The New York Times, Finance
Policy Chairman Sal Caruana said the
AAA rating would “save the town thou-
sands of dollars in financing costs.”

The planning board approved the
land-use element of the town’s master
plan.

Democrat candidate Carolyn
Klinger-Kueter bowed out of the race
for a Second Ward council seat, citing
concerns about the time commitment
required.

Westfield’s governing body ear-
marked $50,000 to Conrail for equip-
ment for a quiet zone at the Rahway
Avenue railway grade crossing to miti-
gate train-whistle noise in the area.

Former six-term Westfield Council-
man Jim Hely was sworn in as the
newest member of the state Superior
Court, Union County bench, during a
ceremony at the Union County Court-
house in Elizabeth.

Westfield Police Chief John Parizeau
urged the public to be vigilant after a
string of cat burglaries occurred in the
area.

Former Westfield resident Karida
Winkler, 34, and one of her roommates
were killed in what authorities have
described as execution-style murders
in the victims’ Atlanta, Ga.-area apart-
ment. Several men were arrested in
connection with the crime.

Scotch Plains
Democratic Party Chairman Dick

Samuel, alleging that the township
council had held its municipal budget
deliberations mostly in secret, filed a
complaint in state Superior Court re-
questing that the ordinance creating a
sewer utility as well as the 2009 town-
ship budget be voided, and that Mayor
Nancy Malool be declared disqualified
from holding the mayor’s office.

The township council unveiled two
environmental ordinances to comply
with state regulations to prevent the
discharge of solids into municipal storm
sewers and ensure proper handling of
dumpsters and refuse containers.

A car crashed into the Forest Road

side of the Scotch Plains Library, caus-
ing damage to the children’s reading
room. Police are investigating why the
vehicle turned from Bartle Avenue onto
Forest Road before hitting the library,
which was open at the time. No one
inside the library was injured.

Fanwood
It was announced that LaGrande Park

baseball fields would be closed for two
weeks beginning September 28 for plug
aeration, topsoil dressing and over-seed-
ing.

Mayor Colleen Mahr and the  coun-
cil discussed using unspent surplus from
previous bond measures to fund up-
coming capital projects.

Mountainside
The board of education focused on

the resignation of Director of Special
Education Mary Humphries. Charles
Bryant was hired to replace Ms.
Humphries as interim director. Chief
School Administrator Jeannette Baubles
said she would explore making the di-
rector part of a shared-services posi-
tion.

Garwood
Residents questioned the mayor and

council about roadwork and building
projects in the borough.

County
The Union County Board of Chosen

Freeholders approved a five-year,
$421,000 contract with Illinois-based
Kemper Sports Management to pro-
vide golf-course management at Union
County’s two public courses, Gallop-
ing Hill in Union and Ashbrook in
Scotch Plains.

Officials said golf operating losses
were $500,000 and $700,000 in 2007
and 2008, respectively. The freehold-
ers had approved the closing of Oak
Ridge Golf Course in Clark earlier this
year due to what officials said was an
operating deficit of $410,000.

County officials said they would pur-
sue a scaled-down version of the im-
provements to the dog park at Echo
Lake Park in Westfield/Mountainside.

The New Providence Borough Coun-
cil voted 4-3 to sell Oakwood Park and
the River Walkway property to Union
County for one dollar in exchange for
the county to build a $3.5-million sports
complex that would include football/
soccer fields, baseball diamonds and
two new field houses.

Regional
A year-long construction project got

underway to replace the 103-year-old
county-owned Springfield Avenue
Bridge, located near the Cranford Ca-
noe Club.

Hyatt Hills Golf Complex employ-
ees were left wondering what would
become of the course after General
Motors Corporation transferred the as-
set to Motors Liquidations to sell off
the land as it sought to pay off creditors.

August
Westfield

Westfield Democratic Mayoral can-
didate Bill Brennan accused Mayor
Andy Skibitsky, a Republican, of “cam-
paigning” in a letter that accompanied
all Westfield tax bills.

The school district has saved
$652,000 in utility costs by conserving
energy. “It’s a real golden star in how
we manage our budget,” said Board of
Education President Ginny Leiz.

Westfield High School (WHS) en-
rollment for 2009-2010 is 1,800, a
change of 14 more students over last
year.

In an ordinance, the Town of Westfield
sought to “better define” loading zones
and allow for regular parking in those
zones during off-peak hours.

Scotch Plains
A weekly business-news program,

“This Week In Scotch Plains,” debuted
in August on Scotch Plains Television.

Besides two road projects that are
not being financed directly by the town-
ship, it was announced that the munici-
pal government in Scotch Plains would
not fund any other major roadway-im-
provement projects this year due to
budget constraints.

A split township council voted to pay
its budget consultant an additional
$2,280 for services provided in late
May and early June, which caused his
billable time to exceed the original
$10,000 ceiling agreed to earlier this
year. Gregory Fehrenbach assisted the
council in its budget preparations after
the February 18 resignation of former
Township Manager Michael
Capabianco.

Fanwood
Union County municipalities were

shut out from receiving extraordinary
aid through a tax-relief program run by
the state’s Department of Community
Affairs (DCA). Fanwood had applied
for $398,000, according to Mayor Col-
leen Mahr. Borough residents, she said,
were told to expect at least an addi-
tional $130 in municipal taxes for a
home assessed at $84,000, with a $400
average increase in school taxes and
just under a $100 increase in Union
County taxes.

Earlier in the month, before the DCA
rendered a decision on municipal aid,
the Fanwood governing body autho-
rized “temporary emergency appropria-
tions” to keep the borough operating.

In August, Mayor Mahr was named
to Governor Jon Corzine’s 10-member
local government ethics board.

Mountainside
Mountainside parents showed their

support of retaining the district’s Child
Care Program director, who was dis-
missed of her duties by the board of
education (BOE). The BOE approved
to replace Patricia Debbie with Mary

June
Westfield

The board of education had heard
residents pleading to save the jobs of an
elementary school teacher and a library
secretary.

The planning board adopted its Coun-
cil on Affordable Housing plan, which
provides 230 affordable housing units.

Councilman Sal Caruana and the
town’s Finance Committee adopted a
two-year capital improvement plan that
will spend $1.3 million on road im-
provements and equipment while pay-
ing back roughly $1.9 million.

Lincoln School closed for two days
due to students showing flu-like symp-
toms.

The town council adopted its 2009
municipal budget of $40 million, a 4.7-
percent increase over last year with the
average Westfield homeowner to see a
5.5-percent municipal-tax increase.
Councilman Sal Caruana said state aid
plummeted $316,000 this year.

The planning board approved, with
conditions, to subdivide a property at
254 Seneca Place in an RS-6 zone and
build two single-family homes. After
the board’s denial in 2005, the appli-
cant, Joseph Buontempo and Jean
Genevich, took the board to court and
won in 2006, with Judge Walter
Barisonek stating, “the actions of the
planning board were arbitrary and un-
reasonable.”

McKinley School celebrated its 100th
birthday with a parade.

Westfield High School graduated 468
students during its ceremony held at
Westfield Armory.

Downtown Westfield Corporation
Director Sherry Cronin said retail oc-
cupancy remained just shy of 94 per-
cent.

Scotch Plains
Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool

said it is unlikely that the layoffs could
be avoided unless $132,400 could be
cut from areas besides salaries and
wages.

Director of special services for the
school district, Thomas Beese, said that
Pre-School Disabled classes will be
reconfigured effective September 2009
in response to findings of the State
Performance Plan Indicators for 2007-
2008.

The council created a municipal sew-
erage utility that will directly bill resi-
dents, businesses and other entities for
sewage, a move said to be the only
viable way to keep this year’s munici-
pal property-tax increase within state
regulations and avoid laying off more
than the six employees.

Scotch Plains and Fanwood were in
the midst of a shared-services study to
identify cost savings for the munici-
palities. A report is due Thursday, De-
cember 31.

State Superior Court Judge Ross
Anzaldi in Union County dismissed a
defamation lawsuit brought against
former Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks by a former township police
officer. In June 2007, Neal LeStrange,
an unsuccessful Democratic candidate
for township council in 2006, filed the
lawsuit against Mr. Marks and former

township police chief Thomas O’Brien,
charging they had defamed him during
that year’s campaign when they “cre-
ated a false impression” that Mr.
LeStrange was a racist and an anti-
Semite. The lawsuit against Mr. O’Brien
was dismissed earlier.

The council voted to preserve a po-
lice officer’s position instead of pur-
chasing a new patrol car.

The council approved the Scotch
Plains Management Corp.’s (SPMC)
operating budget of $67,200 for the
coming year. Property owners within
the business improvement district will
see no increase in their annual $400
assessment. The budget includes
$35,000 for a part-time manager the
SPMC is seeking to hire.

Christopher Marion became the
township manager. Mr. Marion was a
business administrator in West Windsor
for five years prior. He assumes his
position more than four months after
the sudden resignation of former man-
ager Michael Capabianco.

A truck that overturned off of the
Hetfield Avenue overpass was sched-
uled to have gone under the Crossway
Place underpass in Westfield, but had to
be rerouted because it was two feet too
high. Police determined the truck and
its load were more than double the
weight capacity of the overpass.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
graduated 375 students at a ceremony
held at Tyson Field.

Fanwood
Lee Marks, 56, of Fanwood was sen-

tenced to 15 years in jail for multiple
counts of secretly videotaping girls
undressing on the property of his tro-
phy-making business.

Garwood
During a special meeting, residents

voiced opposition to the Board of
Education’s (BOE) plan to take Wash-
ington School “off-line” to limit the
property-tax increase. Under the plan,
the district would shift its four class-
rooms to Lincoln School. Two weeks
later, the BOE opted not to close the
school.

The council heard testimony from
members of the volunteer fire depart-
ment during a four-hour closed-door
executive session. The hearing stemmed
from an incident, which occurred at a
fire scene in April, where firefighter
Allen Tweedle is alleged to have pushed
Captain Michael Tharaldsen. Later in
the month, the council suspended Mr.
Tweedle for 90 days.

Mountainside
The BOE approved, though not

unanimously, three staff appointments.
Board member Cathy Jakositz said, “We
seem to be hiring a lot of people with no
experience.”

County
Union County Freeholders reversed

the decision to spend $600,000 in im-
provements for a dog park in Echo Lake
Park.

The county plans to collect half of all
fees, estimated at $100,000 per year,
associated with towing and impound-

The complete stories
are online at

goleader.com/archives

Christie Wins, Dog Park Rescinded, Goodbye 2009!
ing of vehicles from county roads and
facilities. Previously, towers kept all
the fees.

Regional
Former U.S. Attorney Chris Christie

and incumbent Governor of New Jer-
sey Jon Corzine won the race in the
gubernatorial primary election.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) was one
of 208 co-sponsors on legislation, which
calls for an audit of the Federal Re-
serve. “There really has never been an
audit of the Federal Reserve,” Mr. Lance
said, adding that half of the $3.6-tril-
lion proposed federal budget is debt.

Five state residents have died from
H1N1 influenza, including the first
Union County death associated with
the illness.

Pembridge as the new Child Care Pro-
gram director.

Garwood
Nearly 31 months to the day that 25-

year-old Emily Errico’s emaciated body
was found by police in her family’s
Second Avenue home in Garwood, a
Union County grand jury indicted her
mother, Ermina Errico, on third-degree
neglect charges.

Just like Fanwood, Garwood had its
application for extraordinary aid, in the
amount of $300,000, denied by the
DCA. The borough received $250,000
in aid through the program last year.

Later in the month, having been no-
tified that it was not among those mu-
nicipalities receiving extraordinary state
aid, the Garwood borough council
moved to approve its 2009 municipal
budget. The roughly $7-million budget
carries an average tax increase of $103
for a home assessed at $103,000.

County
Residents asked the Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders to facili-
tate the process of getting area Emer-
gency Medical Services (EMS) units to
assist Plainfield because the surround-
ing towns’ rescue squads are no longer
willing or able to provide mutual aid
since Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center closed last year.

In an effort to increase revenues for
county government, Union County of-
ficials considered the creation of a
county court system.

Regional
Chris Christie, then-Republican can-

didate for governor, told a group of
parents gathered in the Westfield High
School library that if elected, he would
work to keep New Jersey college stu-
dents in state by working to improve
funding that would lower tuitions. He
also said he would significantly in-
crease approvals of charter schools in
urban areas to bring education options
to inner-city kids.

State Senate Minority Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. of Westfield is seeking to
reinstate Ladies Night promotions,
which have been banned in New Jersey
since a court ruled in 2004 that it dis-
criminates against male patrons.

The Township of Clark filed a law-
suit against the Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority (RVSA). The lawsuit re-
lates to the impact Clark would have
from an RVSA-mandated five-year roll-
ing average for charging members.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Happy New Year
Everyone

Editor’s note: This is a special
year-end edition, one section only.

We will return to our regular two-
section format next year (next week,
Thursday, January 7, 2010.

Happy New Year
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