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Cougar Cagers Nip GL Highlander Boys, 45-42
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cougar Wrestlers Lay Waste to BrH2O, 51-14
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the Cougars made their move. With
about 21 seconds on the clock, Pace
drove toward the basket and pitched
off to forward Will Green, who rolled
in a lay-up as time ran out to give the
Cougars a 25-17 lead at the half.

The 0-1 Highlanders won the third
quarter, 15-12, to narrow the Cou-
gars’ lead to 37-32, then went on a 10-
5 run to tie the score, until Trotter
found the range to sink his three-
pointer.

Green hit three lay-ups and was
1-for-2 from the line to total seven
points. He also pulled seven boards
(2 offensive), had an assist, a steal
and a block. Senior guard Greg
Goode hit a 3-pointer, had two
swipes and added an assist. Sopho-
more Chris Gross bucketed three of
11 from the field and sank two of
two free throws for eight points. He
also had four rebounds (1 offen-
sive), a steal and a block. Pace fin-
ished with four assists and two re-

bounds. Junior guard Joey
Papandrea sank a free throw and
junior Bryan Fitzsimmons had a

rebound, a steal and a blocked shot.
Gov. Livingston 13   4 15 10 42
Cranford 18   7 12   8 45

Campo cradled Jon Saavedra in 37
seconds at 215-lbs.

Heavyweight Joe Brady blasted
Panther Pete Machala with a double-
leg takedown and had a 3-1 lead in the
third period, but he added a smooth
throw-by takedown to claim a 5-2
victory.

“We work that a lot. It’s a good

move to get out of a tight tie-up.
When his double leg is not there, he
can go to something else,” said coach
Torsone. “Joe is always looking to
better the score.”

The Panthers received a forfeit at
103-lbs and added a fall at 112-lbs,
then Cougar Joe Giaccio had a show-
down at 119-lbs with a fine wrestler
in Joe Vega, who earlier in the day,
came out on top in a great bout with

his opponent from Columbia, win-
ning in a tiebreaker – Cranford would
be wrestling Columbia after the
Bridgewater-Raritan match.

Giaccio snaked his way around
Vega for a takedown in the first pe-
riod, then added a reversal and a two-
point “claw” tilt in the second. He
added a switch reversal and a pair of

two-on-one tilts in the third period to
grab a 15-0, 5:59 tech fall.

“We were happy to see that we had
both of these kids coming here at 119
today because we knew that we would
get two good matches for Joe, and he
really took it to the first kid,” coach
Torsone said. “What’s good about Joe
is that he feels good in any position.
Even when he starts getting in trouble
a little bit, he seems to wiggle out.”

“I was working on my feet a lot,
working to get the first takedown,
have an early lead, then after that just
rode him out on top with the tilts to

rack up as many points as I could,”
Graccio explained. “The first period
was a little awkward situation. Once I
got out of the awkward situation, I
created angles, worked two-on-ones
and tilts.”

“It’s good to see that our experi-
enced guys are improving a little bit
this year, and some of our inexperi-

enced guys from last year also showed
a lot of improvement. That’s encour-
aging, and we are excited about that,”
coach Torsone said.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
125: — Buontempo (C) p Diaz, :54
130: — Pellino (C) won forfeit
135: — DiGiovanni (C) p Adeji, 4:49
140: — Knight (C) d Gladfelter, 8-2
145: — Londregan (C) tf Barletta, 17-2,
4:22
152: — Christiano (C) tf Archer, 18-2,
3:29
160: — Keim (C) p Mottie, 1:01
171: — Jon Friedman (B) p Rob Kessler,
3:44
189: — Kazier Archer (B) p Errol
Petgrave, 3:56
215: — Campo (C) p Saavedra, :37
Hwt: — Brady (C) d Machala, 5-2
103: — Valerio LaMonte (B) won forfeit
112: — Kerry O’Sullivan (B) p Ian Henry,
3:13
119: — Giaccio (C) tf Vega, 15-0, 5:59

Cougar Tracksters Do Well
At Bishop Loughlin Games
Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cranford High School (CHS) win-
ter tack athletes Kelly Burke, Natalie
Englese and Jeff Sun competed in
and had a fine showing at the Bishop
Loughlin Games at the Armory in
NYC on December 20.

Burke won the pole vault with a
height of 11’6, which tied her In-
door County and CHS record. She
also placed fourth in the triple jump
with a distance of 36’9.5". Both of
her marks qualified her for the Na-
tional Scholastic Indoor Nationals.

Last year in spring track, Burke
won the Group 2 titles in the pole
vault and the triple jump. She placed
fourth in the pole vault with a height
of 12 feet at the Meet of Champions.
Burke was the 2007,08 and 09 sec-
tional champion in the triple jump
and the 2009 sectional champion in
the pole vault. She holds the Union
County and CHS record holder in
pole vault at 12 feet and triple jump
at 39’5. At the Penn Relays, she
placed fifth in the triple jump in
2008 and fifth in the pole vault in
2009. Burke also was a national com-

petitor indoors and outdoors in both
events.

“I am very proud of Kelly as a
student athlete and as a young adult.
She has made such strides over the
past four years in her self confidence
and in track,” Cougar Head Coach
Pete Kane said. “I’ve been able to
see Kelly come out for track as a
freshmen and develop over the sea-
sons as one of the state’s top track
and field athletes. She has a drive
and determination that pushes her to
succeed. She has developed the con-
fidence in her self that allows her to
stand up and compete among the
states’ and nation’s best athletes.
Kelly looks at a challenge and steps
up to take it on and beat it. This
coupled with her athletic ability has
really been special to be around.”

Of the 41 heats in the girls 300-
meter dash, Englese made finals by
running the third fastest time of
40.14. Unfortunately, she was un-
able to run in the final. Sun ran in the
rarely contested 1000-meter run and
finished with a personal record of
2:44 to place 20th among the 90
runners. The winning time was 2:32.
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Senior forward Will Green put up
21 points and pulled down nine
boards, and senior guard Kendall
Grier banged in four 3-pointers and
totaled 18 points to lead the Cranford
High School boys basketball team to
a 63-50 victory over the Rahway In-
dians in Rahway on December 22.

The 2-0 Cougars leaped to an 18-4
lead after the first quarter and contin-
ued to mesmerize the stunned Indi-
ans with a 15-9 run to end the first half
with a 33-13 lead. The Indian, how-
ever, caught the Cougars resting on
their hind legs early in the third quar-
ter to close the score to 43-29, but the
Cougars jumped into action to carry a
51-31 lead into the final quarter.

Cougar senior guard Nick Pace
contributed four assists and three

Cranford Cougar Cagers Rip
Rahway Indian Boys, 63-50

points, while senior guard Greg Goode
bucketed five points and had three
assists. Sophomore Chris Gross sank
10 points and senior guard Sean Trot-
ter had three points. Giovanni Smith
scored eight points and Jakuyb Zabek
put in 18 points for the 0-2 Indians.
Cranford 18 15 18 12 63
Rahway   4   9 18 19 50
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Cranford Cougar Snacks:

See Wrestling Results
On Next Page:

Cougar Icemen Edge
Westfield Icemen, 4-3

The Cranford High School ice
hockey team got goals from Sean
Feeney and Eric Pawlick early in
the third period to build a 4-2 cush-
ion en route to a 4-2 victory over
Westfield on December 21.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Sophomore Jennifer Heine, top, and senior
Kendall Grier, bottom, have been selected Cougar Athletes of the Week. Heine has
contributed many points for the varsity swim team and Grier scored 20 points
against Governor Livingston in the boys basketball team’s home opener.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING THE CLAMP ON A PANTHER…Cougar JP Christiano, top, clamps Panther Jamar Archer in a cradle in his
152-lb bout. Christiano recorded an 18-2, 3:29 tech fall. Cranford defeated Bridgewater-Raritan, 51-24, on December 19.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR AN OPEN TEAMMATE… Cougar junior Bryan Fitzsimmons, who had a rebound, a steal and a blocked
shot, looks for an open teammate in the game against Governor Livingston.


