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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

CHRISTIANO TECHS, GIACCIO PINS, BRADY WINS 5-2

Cougar Wrestlers Lay Waste
To BrH2O Panthers, 51-24

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Brian Buontempo got things roll-
ing with a 54-second pin over Dominic
Diaz in his 125-lb bout as the Cranford
High School wrestling team rumbled
to a 51-24 victory over the
Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers in a tri-
match, which included Columbia, in
Cranford on December 19. The 2-0
Cougars won 10 of the 14 bouts, four
via pin and three via technical fall.

After Cougar Carmine Pellino re-
ceived a forfeit at 130-lbs, Matt
DiGiovanni recorded a pair of
takedowns and a switch reversal be-
fore rocking Karim Abozied to sleep
with a cradle in 4:49 at 135-lbs. Eric
Knight put three counter takedowns
together with a penalty point and an
escape to claim an 8-2 victory over
Pierce Gladfelter at 140-lbs.

After yielding a takedown to Pan-
ther Tom Barletta at 145-lbs, Cougar
Connor Londregan scored an escape
and a high single-leg takedown in the
first period, added high single
takedown to a three-point half nelson
and a two-point tilt in the second pe-
riod, then topped it off with another tilt
to seize a 17-2, 4:22 tech fall.

JP Christiano worked a series of
takedown to pinning combination
moves to grab an 18-2, 3:29 tech fall
over Jamar Archer at 152-lbs, but his
most effective move came early in the
third period when he whipped a slick,
five-point Mallory move.

“I got that first takedown and I
threw him right to his back. I tried to
squeeze it up a little bit, get a head-
lock, but the kid was a tough fighter
off his back,” Christiano said. “I
couldn’t really get him in anything. I

got him in a couple of tilts. I couldn’t
really keep him on his back too long.
That’s why I ended up getting a tech
instead of the pin.

“JP focuses on moves that he can
use his hips with. He’s got excellent
hips for a middleweight, and we try to
focus his technique around that,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Darren Torsone said.

“The takedown Mallory I think is a
good move,” Christiano said. “I have
been working on that a lot in practice,
taking them right to their back with
the Mallory even if they are in on the
shot, so I thought I would try it in the
match.”

Cougar Chris Keim followed at 160-
lbs by clamping Mike Mottie with a
cradle in 1:01 to give the Cougars a 37-
0 lead. The Panthers recorded falls in
the next two bouts, then Cougar Julian

GRIER SINKS 20, TROTTER HITS 3-POINTER FOR WIN

Cranford Cougar Cagers Nip
GL Highlander Boys, 45-42

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior guard Kendall Grier banged
in four three-pointers and totaled 20
points, but junior guard Sean Trotter,
off an assist from senior guard Nick
Pace, sank a three-pointer with 14
seconds remaining to give the
Cranford High School boys basket-
ball team a 45-42 victory over the
Governor Livingston Highlanders in
Cranford on December 18.

Grier, who finished with five re-
bounds (3 offensive) and a steal, hit
three 3-pointers and a deuce as the 1-
0 Cougars won the first quarter, 18-
13. With both teams sitting back a bit
defensively, the Highlanders sank
their first six points of the quarter via
3-pointers, but so did the Cougars.
Later in the quarter, Trotter, who fin-
ished with six assists, two steals and
a rebound, banged in his first 3-pointer
and Grier added his deuce to spread

the Cougars’ lead.
Throughout the second quarter,

both teams slowed down the pace and
were looking to set up their plays.
With 1:40 remaining in the half, the
Cougars had possession of the ball
and chose a freeze tactic to run the
clock down to a few seconds before
taking the final shot. Highlander Head
Coach Steve Petrocelli instructed his
players not to go after the ball until
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Online Cougar Exclusive:
For Cranford High School sports,

check out the Online Exclusive Cou-
gar pages at – www.goleader.com –
Go to bottom of main page – Click
Cougar Pages.

Online Exclusive Cougar pages
can also be accessed by clicking
on “Archives”.

Cougar Pride
This page is reserved for Cranford High School sports only.

To make this weekly page a success, help

is needed from the coaches, a stat person

and/or a designated parent, who follows

any of the teams and wishes to contribute

a to the point, factual account of the event.

Any good photos of the event may also be

welcomed.

Please e-mail by Monday at noon to

David B. Corbin, (Asst. Publisher/Sports Editor)

dcorbin@goleader.com

Go Cougars!

STAHL FARELLA
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Criminal Defense
Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney and

recognized as a “Super Lawyer” in the field of
White Collar Criminal Defense

Civil & Employment Litigation
Christopher Farella recognized as “Super Lawyer” for

Employment Litigation (Defense) and Corporate Counsel

DWI & Municipal Court
220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908 301 9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTING UP THE NAVY RIDE…Cougar Joe Giaccio, top, begins to work a Navy ride on Panther Joe Vega in his 119-
lb bout. Giaccio won a 15-0, technical fall in 5:59.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A BIG INFLUENCE INSIDE…Forward Will Green, No. 32, grabbed seven rebounds, blocked a shot and had seven points
in the Cougars’ 45-42 victory over Governor Livingston on December 18.


