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Diction Deception

From Around the World
Australia, “Merry Christmas”
Mexico, “Feliz Navidad”
Belgium, “Zalige Kertfeest”
Netherlands, “Hartelijke
Kerstgroeten”
Brazil, “Feliz Natal”
Norway, “Gledelig Jul”
China, “Sheng Tan Kuai Loh”
Poland, “Boze Narodzenie”
Denmark, “Glaedelig Jul”
Portugal, “Boas Festas”
England, “Happy Christmas”
Romania, “Sarbatori vesele”
Finland, “Hauskaa Joulua”
Russia, “Hristos Razdajetsja”
France, “Joyeux Noel”
Croatia, “Bozic”
Germany, “Frohliche Weihnachten”
Slovenia, “Screcno Novo Leto”
Greece, “Eftihismena
Christougenna”
Spain, “Felices Pascuas”
Sweden, “God Jul”
Ireland, “Nodlig mhaith chugnat”
Indonesia, “Selamat Hari Natal”
Wales, “Nadolig Llawen”
Italy, “Buon Natale”
Yugoslavia, “Cestitamo Bozic”
Japan, “Kurisumasu Omedeto”

’Twas the Night Before Christmas,
Account of a Visit from St. Nicholas

I Tried to be Careful, Mr. Jones;
Thank You Santa for Understanding

When I was a young boy, admittedly a long time ago,
Christmastime was a time of great joy, wonderment,
warmth and merriment. True, Santa Claus was on my
mind. I thought I’d been good most of the year and that
Santa would be good to me.

He’d understand that when I broke Mr. Jones’ window
with the foul ball that it was an accident. I was sure Santa
would also understand that when we heard the shattering
glass, there was a moment of panic. Yes, we all ran and
even thought we’d get away with it – undiscovered.

Our mothers knew about that broken window before we
even got home. A stern lecture and direct orders to go over
to Mr. Jones and confess that I did it – that’s what I got. Mr.
Jones tried to be very stern and asked if I’d rake and weed
his garden to help pay for it. I did. He then thanked me for
owning up and asked that I be more careful next time. I
think he even smiled, now that I look back on it.

It must have been the right thing to do because Santa did
get me the Lionel train that I had so longed for. And next
year I got the red Western Flyer bicycle.

Christmas then was also such a happy time of the year
– everyone smiled and wished all a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year. For a moment at least, there was
“Peace on Earth and Goodwill Towards Men.”

I didn’t understand political correctness back then. The
only thing I believed was that “Merry Christmas” was the
warmest possible greeting that one person could give to
another. It was only pure good in the intent.

Well, after all those years, I might have broken a few
other windows since – but I always owned up. I tried to be
careful, Mr. Jones. And thank you Santa for understand-
ing. I still think it’s okay to say “Merry Christmas.”

In the warmest sense, Merry Christmas everyone – and
Happy New Year!

Major Henry Livingston, Jr. (1748-1828)

’Twas the night before Christmas,
when all through the house, Not a
creature was stirring, not even a
mouse; The stockings were hung by
the chimney with care, In hopes that
St. Nicholas soon would be there;

The children were nestled all snug
in their beds, While visions of sugar-
plums danced in their heads; And
mamma in her ‘kerchief, and I
in my cap, Had just settled
down for a long winter’s nap,

When out on the lawn
there arose such a clatter, I
sprang from the bed to see
what was the matter. Away
to the window I flew like
a flash, Tore open the shut-
ters and threw up the sash.

The moon on the breast
of the new-fallen snow
Gave the lustre of mid-day to objects
below; When, what to my wondering
eyes should appear, But a miniature
sleigh, and eight tiny reindeer,

With a little old driver, so lively and
quick, I knew in a moment it must be
St. Nick. More rapid than eagles his
coursers they came, And he whistled,
and shouted, and called them by name;

“Now, Dasher! now, Dancer! now,
Prancer and Vixen! On, Comet! on
Cupid! on, Donder and Blitzen! To
the top of the porch! To the top of the
wall! Now dash away! Dash away!
Dash away all!”

As dry leaves that before the wild
hurricane fly, When they meet with
an obstacle, mount to the sky, So up to
the house-top the coursers they flew,
With the sleigh full of toys, and St.
Nicholas too.

And then, in a twinkling, I heard on

the roof The prancing and pawing of
each little hoof. As I drew in my hand,
and was turning around, Down the
chimney St. Nicholas came with a
bound.

He was dressed all in fur, from his
head to his foot, And his clothes were
all tarnished with ashes and soot; A
bundle of toys he had flung on his

back, And he looked like a peddler
just opening his pack.

His eyes — how they
twinkled! His dimples how

merry! His cheeks were like
roses, his nose like a cherry!
His droll little mouth was
drawn up like a bow, And
the beard of his chin was
as white as the snow;

The stump of a pipe he
held tight in his teeth, And

the smoke it encircled his
head like a wreath; He had a broad
face and a little round belly, That
shook, when he laughed like a bowl-
ful of jelly.

He was chubby and plump, a right
jolly old elf, And I laughed when I
saw him, in spite of myself; A wink of
his eye and a twist of his head, Soon
gave me to know I had nothing to
dread;

He spoke not a word, but went
straight to his work, And filled all the
stockings; then turned with a jerk,
And laying his finger aside of his
nose, And giving a nod, up the chim-
ney he rose;

He sprang to his sleigh, to his team
gave a whistle, And away they all
flew like the down of a thistle. But I
heard him exclaim, ere he drove out
of sight, “Happy Christmas to all, and
to all a good-night!”

 Happy Holidays! May the New Year bring you much inspiration and creativity! From The Contagious Drama Workshop - Contagious Drama Workshop  Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays! May the spirit

of the times remain with you throughout the New Year. Happy, Healthy & Prosperous New Year - Betty Lynch  May your holidays be blessed with the love of friends and family - from the Westfield Recreation

Department Staff  We Wish You The Best Of Holidays With Your Family And A Prosperous New Year!!! - Camie Delaney, RE/MAX Properties Unlimited  We wish all our neighbors a happy holiday season

and a great New Year! - Camp Riverbend  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from Unique Cruise and Travel your local full service travel agency - Carol Kearney  Peace and Joy to all, this Holiday Season

- Your Friends at Tree-Tech, Inc.  May The Warmth And Joy Of This Holiday Season Be With You And Your Family Now And In The Coming Year - Coldwell Banker, Westfield West Office  For to us

a child is born - his name shall be called, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Merry Christmas - Dave Rossi  Thank You for your help & support throughout the year! Our

local businesses, foundations & volunteers are our Champions! - The Arc of Union County  The Farmhouse Store sends wishes of peace this holiday season and sincere thanks for all the support during our

transition downtown. We Love You Westfield - Ed Menapace  I hope 2010 is a year filled with prosperity, happiness, peace, good health and the joy of all those you love around you - Eileen Passananti 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all our friends and clients in Westfield, Mountainside and Scotch Plains - From Frank Smith and our great staff  Best Wishes for Health and Happiness, with Love and

Thanks - Hye-Young Choi  Wishing You A Joyous Holiday & A New Year Of Good Health, Happiness & Prosperity. Thanks for Your Continued Business & Support - Sincerely, Irene Katz  Twenty Years

Of Retailing! Thanks 4 your support! See our 20th Anniversary Specials Thanks & Happy Holidays from the Austin’s - Austin Photography  The members, clergy and staff of Temple Emanu-El of Westfield

wishes the Westfield community a joyous holiday season and a happy and healthy New Year - Jackie Master  May the peace and joy of the holiday season be with you throughout the coming year - James Ward

Mansion  Wishing you a Beautiful Holiday Season and a New Year Filled with Peace, Health and Happiness from, Jayne Bernstein at Coldwell Banker Realtors East Office  Wishing you all the joys of the

season, and prosperity throughout the New Year - Jeff O’Connor  A very ‘Merry Christmas’ to all readers from St. Mary’s Abbey/Delbarton School in Morristown - Jessica Fiddes  Merry Christmas and

Happy New year to all our Zamba Chicken present and future loyal customers - John Gennaro  Wishing you a happy, healthy and prosperous 2010 from John Wiley of Coldwell Banker  Happy Holidays

to all of our friends and customers. Best wishes for a Happy New Year from Manhattan Bagel! - Joshua Wang  Happiest of Holidays from Music Together of Union County. Keep out planet humming! - Judy

Wilson  Calderone School of Music wishes the Best of the True Meaning of Christmas to everyone! - Kathleen Calderone  On behalf of the Westfield United Fund Trustees and our agencies, our best wishes

for a happy holiday and a healthy prosperous and peaceful New year - Linda Maggio  Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays! May 2010 be a Happy and Healthy year for all! Thank you for shopping local, From

Marlene & Lori at Poppyfields Home  The Education Fund of Westfield thanks you for your support and wishes you Season’s Greetings and a Happy and Healthy New Year! - Mary Jo Dazzo  May the spirit

of the holiday season bring the comfort of home, good health and blessings for peace in the New Year - Mary McEnerney  On behalf of everyone at Coldwell Banker we wish each of you a wonderful holiday

season and a bight, prosperous New Year! - Michael Scott  Seasons Greetings from The Wardlaw-Hartridge School! - Michelle Daino  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! May your homes and hearts

be filled with peace. From Fellowship Village Retirement Community in Basking Ridge - Nina Updegrove  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! All of our best wishes for Peace, Prosperity and Good Health

- Patty O’Connor, Weichert Realtors  Many blessings in the new year, from our musical family to yours! Sincerely, the staff of the Paul Nazzaro Music Studio - Paul Nazzaro  Weichert Realtors wishes our

associates, their families and clients a Safe, Happy, Prosperous and Healthy New Year. Thank You for your continued business - Paulette Eves  Cheers from the Presbyterian Church. Enjoy the Holiday and

please join us at any of our Advent Season events - Presbyterian Church of Westfield  Enjoy the season in health and with great happiness for now and the year to come - Reva Berger  Happy Holidays!

Enjoy Downtown Westfield! Bring joy to your downtown businesses by shopping locally! - Sherry Cronin  The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts wishes everyone a happy holiday season. Let’s keep in tune

and have harmony throughout the New Year - Ted Schlosberg  Boxer Express is honored to have the opportunity to pack & ship your packages in 2009 and especially this Holiday Season! - Thomas Pizor

 May Christmas bring you more than you deserve. May the coming New Year bring you wisdom and ability equal to its challenges - Timothy Boyle, 16 Prospect Wine Bar & Bistro  The Board of Trustees

of the Westfield Foundation want to thank all our supporters and wish everyone a very Happy New Year!  The Library Board and the staff of the Westfield Memorial Library wish you a warm, wonderful holiday

season. It’s your Library...make the most of it!   wishes for a happy holiday and a healthy and prosperous New Year! - Frank Isoldi  Warmest wishes to Westfielders for their support of our latest project,

The Memory Walk, from The Friends of Mindowaskin Park - Debby Burslem  The Roselle Golf Club wishes everyone a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous Holiday. Be on the Lookout for our Special Golf Club

Offers this coming Spring - Robert Cozzolina  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all our loyal customers and friends from Juxtapose Gallery - Gerri Gildea  May the spirit of the season continue throughout

the new year & with many blessings, Good health,much Happiness, Much success & Love in you lives - Susan Massa  Anthony James Construction would like to wish everyone a Wonderful Holiday Season!

We are moving forward better than ever to make 2010 a constructive year - Anthony James  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the Family Law Department of Dughi & Hewit, PC. - Kristin Capalbo

 Happy Holidays! We thank you for your business and wish you health and happiness! Prudential New Jersey Properties, Westfield Office - Marge Cuccaro  One of the real joys of the Holiday Season is

the opportunity to thank you & wish you the very best for the New Year - Susan & Tim Dinan  Merry Christmas & happy healthy New Year to all of our customers from everyone at Christoffers.
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