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Mahr Addresses
Professional Engineers

MOUNTAINSIDE — Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr addressed the Union County
Chapter of the New Jersey Professional
Engineering Society two weeks ago at its
annual holiday meeting held at L’Affaire
in Mountainside.

The mayor, also past president of N.J.
Conference of Mayors and member of
New Jersey’s Local Government Ethics
Committee, discussed the financing of state
communities – towns, counties and schools
– emphasizing shared services. She noted
that future state funding will be tied more
to efficient government and that any of the
few New Jersey decision makers and
influencers who may feel untouched by
voters should know not to take money or
other significant gifts quid pro quo.

Among the 30 in attendance were former
freeholder and Summit mayor, Frank Lehr,
professional engineer (P.E.); Betty Resch,
teacher of language arts in Elizabeth schools
and guest of Harry McNally, P.E. of
Fanwood and officer of the chapter; Peter
Mitchell, P.E., of Scotch Plains, and Peter
Schkeeper, P.E., security and environmen-
tal author and 2009 Distinguished Profes-
sional Engineer for the State of New Jersey.

Union County Announces Freeze
For Salaries of $90,000 or Higher

By SONIA OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – In an effort to save $1
million, Union County Freeholders
Alexander Mirabella, outgoing chairman,
and Dan Sullivan, incoming chairman.
announced a county salary freeze for
management, elected officials and 640
non-contractual employees.

“It’s difficult right now, but workers
understand that they are frankly grate-
ful to have a job in these recession
times. We appreciate our employees
and the work they do; however, we
must continue to take these measures
given these tough economic times and
the fiscal issues we are facing,” Mr.
Sullivan and Mr. Mirabella said in a
joint statement.

“We are coming to the table and mak-
ing sacrifices in order to continue the
restoration of our fiscal health,” the state-
ment continued.

The 2010 budget recommends that non-
contractual employees making more than
$90,000 have their salaries frozen, an
action that began this year.

This year, between a tiered pay pack-
age and benefits givebacks, the county
has saved more than $700,000. In 2008, a
six-month salary deferral for non-con-
tractual employees also saved $580,000.
All told, affected employees will have
gone without raises for two-and-a-half
years, according to Sebastian D’Elia, com-
munications director.

In other news, Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski presented a resolution that au-
thorizes the county manager to award a
contract, not to exceed $1,000,000, to
KemperSport of Illinois to manage club-
house operations at Galloping Hill and
Ashbrook Golf Courses. As part of the
arrangement, KemperSport would con-

struct a clubhouse/ banquet facility at
Galloping Hill.

Al Faella, director of the Department
of Parks and Community Renewal, and
Armando Sanchez, director of the county’s
division of Golf Operations, presented an
analysis of the project.

“This location (Galloping Hill) has
excellent access for banquet operations,
primarily for weddings and funerals, ac-
cording to our market and demographics
analysis. Working with us, Union County
will see potential over the next few years,”
Mr. Faella said.

Kenilworth resident John Bury said,
“You are competing against catering halls
already located in Kenilworth such as the
VFW Hall and Kenilworth Inn. What’s
the track record for KemperSport? Wed-
dings are primarily through May, June
and July, and there’s competition for pric-
ing. I really don’t see how another cater-
ing hall is going to help the area.”

“I would rather see the workers of Union
County receive their raise than a banquet
hall that costs taxpayers $1 million. I don’t
think it’s a good idea,” Berkeley Heights
resident Maryellen Taylor said.

The county closed Oak Ridge Golf
Course in Clark this year, while expand-
ing Galloping Hill in Kenilworth by add-
ing a driving range, educational center
and clubhouse.

Mr. Mirabella announced the freehold-
ers’ recognition of Senate Bill S1967 and
Assembly Bill No. A2978, which enacts
the “Freedom of Religion and Equality in
Civil Marriage Act.”

Though voting has been delayed re-
cently in the state Senate in Trenton,
under the bill, marriage would be defined
as the “legally recognized union of two
consenting persons in a committed rela-
tionship.”

“We are the first county in New Jersey
to take the lead for partners’ rights and
equal and civil rights and to make a differ-
ence in the scope of things,” Mr. Mirabella
added.

After 12 years of serving on the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders,
Freeholder Chester Holmes will retire
officially on Thursday, December 31.

With overflowing accolades from col-
leagues, family and friends, who com-
mended his “dedication to public service
and [his] constituents, as well as his well-
respected leadership in the community,”
Mr. Holmes thanked his peers for the
heartfelt wishes Thursday night.

Spending 29 years as a police officer
and eight years as a Rahway councilman
and business owner, Mr. Holmes com-
mented, “It’s with mixed emotions that I
leave the freeholders. It’s good to hear all
the wonderful things said about me, but
also sad.  I gave 100 percent to the com-
munity and feel that Union County is
better off than when I first started.”

Mr. Holmes announced back in March
that he would not seek a fifth term.
Mohamed Jalloh of Roselle succeeds Mr.
Holmes.

Freeholder Angel Estrada also re-
minded Mr. Holmes, “You are freeholder
until 11:59 p.m. on December 31, so use
it wisely.”

The reorganization meeting of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders will be held on Sunday, January
3, 2010, at noon, in the Court Room of
Assignment Judge Karen Cassidy, 2 Broad
Street, Elizabeth.

Clark, Woodbridge Mayors Call
On Gov. Christie to Investigate RVSA

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — At last Thursday’s meet-
ing of the board of the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA), commis-
sioners approved a 2010 budget of $27.4
million. This action went against the ex-
pressed wishes of representatives of four
of the 11 towns covered by the authority.
After the meeting, one mayor stated his
intention to ask for an investigation of the
authority’s actions and spending.

The 2010 budget consists of $14.6 mil-
lion (53 percent) for operating expenses and
$12.4 million (47 percent) for debt service
on the plant’s expansion. A $796,000 credit
from the N.J. Environmental Infrastructure
Trust was used to reduce debt service.

The board voted 5-4 against tabling the
budget, with one abstention. Board repre-
sentatives from Kenilworth, Mountainside,
Roselle Park, Scotch Plains and Westfield
voted against the delay, with Cranford ab-
staining. Woodbridge commissioner Rob-
ert Luban was absent from the meeting.

The vote to approve the budget was 7-2,
with one abstention. The nay votes came
from board representative from Clark and
Rahway, with Springfield abstaining.

As he departed the meeting, Sal
Bonaccorso, mayor of Clark, said he had
just spoken to his Woodbridge counter-
part, John McCormac, and they consid-
ered the result a “slap in the face” and “an
abomination.” He said they planned to
ask incoming governor Chris Christie to
investigate the authority.

During the meeting, Rahway’s Busi-
ness Administrator Peter Pelissier, by cit-
ing spending and surpluses from 2006 to
present, noted that each year, the author-
ity had a surplus of about $2 million. Mr.
Pelissier also noted that of the RVSA’s 63
employees, 14 are administrative and 13
are supervisory. These 27 employees to-
tal 43 percent of the workforce. Mr.
Pelissier also asked whether or not the
authority had considered outsourcing
staff, sharing personnel or reducing ad-
ministrative and supervisory wages.

Mr. Bonaccorso said he came “to plead
for [a] delay of the [budget] vote.” He also
said he had been told by his predecessor,
Robert Ellenport, in 2001, “Good luck
wading through RVSA’s $70-million up-
grade.” The upgrade has grown to roughly
$180 million before financing costs.

Mr. Bonaccorso stated that the “people
of our municipalities are broke.” He went
on to describe the RVSA member towns
as a “collection agency” for the authority.
Again pleading for a budget extension, he
said, “Trenton has no problem” with
RVSA delaying its budget.

Springfield Mayor Bart Fraenkel also

spoke in favor of delaying the RVSA bud-
get. “I don’t want to see our employees
lose their jobs,” he said, referring to em-
ployees such as police officers who could
be forced to be let go due to allocating
additional money for RVSA expenditures.

Other people also spoke on behalf of a
delay, including two Rahway council
members.

Mountainside’s new mayor, Paul
Mirabelli, said he had a “different view-
point,” saying, “we should have faith in
the commissioners we’ve appointed.”

RVSA’s secretary-treasurer, Robert
Materna, said that the questions raised
were valid and that the authority “never
budgeted to create a surplus.” He said that
every question asked by the mayors’ group
had been asked by someone on the board
or RVSA administration. Mr. Materna
also explained that the RVSA must cover
its expenses until April 1, when the first
payment from the member towns is re-
ceived; thus, a year-end surplus of at least
25 percent is required to meet expenses.

Mr. Materna called on RVSA Execu-
tive Director Michael Brinker to describe
a recent $1.8-million project to replace
failing sewer trunk lines in Rahway River
Park. Mr. Materna cited these kinds of
expenses as urgent and typical, noting that
most of the RVSA’s trunk lines date back
to the RVSA’s creation 80 years ago.

WF Occupancy Rate Climbs;
DWC Reviews Bus. Climate

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Last Monday’s meet-
ing of the board of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) focused on reviews
of its operation and a discussion of the
overall business climate in town.

DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin announced the occupancy rate
among retail and restaurant space in down-
town Westfield stands at 94.38 percent.
This represents a slight increase since the
last report. There are currently 16 vacant
sites.

The overall occupancy rate, which in-
cludes office space, is now at 95.79 per-
cent.

The board announced that in February,
Westfield Running Company would move
to the former Blue Tulip site on Quimby
Street, just around the corner from its
current Elm Street location.

This continues a trend by some inde-

pendently operated downtown businesses
to seek larger retail spaces despite the
economic downturn.

Mrs. Cronin also presented a recap of
last month’s organizational review. Two
visible changes, as a result of the review,
likely to be implemented immediately,
are the addition of a Facebook page and
adding a DWC monthly report to town
council meetings, likely as part of the
Westfield First portion of the meeting.

A related discussion centered on the
possible threat that Governor-elect Chris
Christie’s election poses to Main Street
New Jersey. Located within the state’s
Office of Smart Growth, Main Street New
Jersey provides communities with tech-
nical assistance and training in revitaliz-
ing historic downtowns. It helps munici-
palities improve the economy, appear-
ance and image of their central business
districts.

No plan to slash the program was an-
nounced, but cuts or a complete elimina-
tion of Main Street New Jersey are pos-
sible. The DWC board arrived at a con-
sensus that the program, which is be-
lieved to cost the state roughly a half-
million dollars and which supports 26
member communities, likely generates
sufficient tax revenue to make its elimi-
nation unlikely.

Westfield’s town administrator, Jim
Gildea, reminded individuals that the of-
fice of the governor-elect has given no
official edict and that even “if the office is
eliminated, the DWC could still function
because it is supported by its own tax
base… It would not have a direct effect on
our operations. It would only affect sup-
port from the state office.”

The board also heard that the “facelift”
of the Mademoiselle building, newly des-
ignated as the Mankin Building, is nearly
complete. The new red façade is apparent
when seen from Prospect Street, while
headed away from North Avenue.

In an effort to judge the local retail
climate, two board members were asked
about their businesses. Lisa Bertone-
Marvin of Rockn’ Joe coffeehouse said
daytime business is good, but nighttime
business is soft, though better than last
year.

Jaime Chavez of Xocolatz said his busi-
ness was very unpredictable. He reported
that many of his suppliers said restaurants
are hurting, and they suggested that Mr.
Chavez “count his blessings.” Mrs. Cronin
commented that Five Guys is “always
busy” and that the reborn Cheeburger,
Cheeburger seems to be doing well.

The DWC has also received its annual
audit report. While it was pointed out that
the DWC does not follow generally ac-
cepted accounting principles (GAAP),
the use of a modified accrual basis is not
unusual for governmental and related
entities.

The DWC also announced its 2010
board meeting schedule. Meetings are to
be held on January 25, February 22, March
22, April 26, May 24, June 28, no meeting
will be held in July, August 9, September
27, October 25, November 22, and De-
cember 13.

TECHNICALLY SPEAKING...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr recently ad-
dresses the Union County Professional Engineering Society at L’Affaire in
Mountainside on shared services and government ethics. Pictured, left to right,
are: Peter Mitchell, professional engineer (P.E.); Mayor Mahr; Harry McNally,
P.E. and Peter Schkeeper, P.E.

County Seeking to Develop
SP Sevell Property in 2010

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Union County
officials told the Scotch Plains Council
on Tuesday that they want to begin devel-
oping the former Sevell Ponderosa prop-
erty on Cooper Road into soccer fields
and a park by next spring, and open most
of it to the public by next fall.

Victoria Durbin Drake, administrator
of the county’s Open Space, Recreation
and Historic Preservation Trust Fund,
who attended the council’s conference
meeting with Freeholder Board Chair-
man Alexander Mirabella, told council
members that the county is hoping to
advertise for bids for the $5- to $6-million
project. The project will convert the 22-
acre county-owned property into a site
that will feature two, natural grass soccer
fields, a parking lot, walking paths, and a
play area and spray park for children.

Ms. Drake said a house on the former
farm, which the county purchased several
years ago, will be replaced with a small,
multi-purpose building that will contain

restrooms and a room that can be used for
small meetings of 50 to100 people. She
said some Trailside Museum programs
could conceivably be held in the building.
An existing barn will also be refurbished
and used to store maintenance equip-
ment, and a new building will be used for
similar purposes.

Entry into the park will be from Cooper
Road, with the roadway looping past the
soccer fields and existing wooded areas
and then winding to the left into the park-
ing area.

She said a buffer would be constructed
along the park’s eastern border with the
Stirling Chase development that will in-
clude a berm and plantings. A pond will
be re-established, with a small dock and
some plantings to discourage geese. She
told the council if acceptable bids are
received in the early months of 2010, a
contract could then be awarded by the end
of April for what is anticipated to be a six-
month project. While the sod on the new
soccer fields will “need time to knit” to
the soil and become established, Ms.
Drake said the remainder of the park
could open next fall, if timetables are met.

Under an agreement with the county,
Scotch Plains will maintain the park once
it is completed, while the county will be
responsible for any capital issues, Ms.
Drake said.

Mayor Nancy Malool said the council
would first need to get estimates from
township professionals on how much park
maintenance will cost annually. She told
Ms. Drake and Mr. Mirabella she was
concerned about the manpower needed to
maintain the park and whether or not new
hiring would be necessary, a prospect that
could be problematic given the township
government’s tight finances.

The mayor asked Township Manager
Chris Marion and Parks and Recreation
Director Ray Poerio to develop cost esti-
mates for the council to review prior to
formally signing off on the project. She
promised the review will be completed in
January, and then the county government
will be contacted with the council’s input.

Asm. Cryan Questions
Guadagno Selection

UNION — Democratic State Chairman
Joseph Cryan, assemblyman (LD-20,
Union), said the following last week in
response to a report that Governor-elect
Chris Christie is expected to appoint Lieu-
tenant Governor-elect Kim Guadagno to
the position of Secretary of State:

“Lt.-Gov.-elect Kim Guadagno is
highly qualified to manage the many var-
ied responsibilities required of the Secre-
tary of State.

“However, as one of the main func-
tions of the Secretary of State is as the
chief elections officer in New Jersey,
there would be an apparent conflict of
interest if a candidate seeking public of-
fice, such as the Lt. Gov., were to hold the
position.”

goleader.com/
ballyhoo

19-Year-Olds Arrested
For Public Intoxication

WESTFIELD – Four area police de-
partments converged on the Boulevard in
Westfield, early Wednesday morning,
arresting three adult males.

Westfield Police responded to 545
Boulevard at 1:52 a.m. after receiving a
call from Union County Police, who stated
that there were intoxicated underage indi-
viduals getting off a bus at the intersec-
tion of Boulevard and Park Street in
Westfield.

Upon the arrival of Westfield Police,
the group was asked by police to be quiet
and to go home quietly.

According to Westfield Police Chief
John Parizeau, “The group quickly be-
came belligerent and threatening. They
again were given numerous opportunities
to disperse, which they did not take the
opportunity to do so. As a result of the
threatening crowd, a request for mutual
assistance from surrounding jurisdictions
was made.”

Scotch Plains, Cranford and Union
County police units responded to the
scene.

As a result of criminal violations that
occurred, three males were arrested – a
45-year-old man and his 19-year-old son,
from Westfield, and a 19-year-old male
from Elizabeth.

Chief Parizeau said the matter is still
active, and all details and reports are
currently being completed.


