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Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BUSTLIN’ BROADWAY...For sailors, sinners, mission workers and women of
the night, all action on the Great White Way stops, not for the crap game in Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School’s production of Guys and Dolls, but for a tourist’s
camera lens.
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David Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NO DOUBT ABOUT IT...A young Raider fan displays his confidence in the
outcome of the baseball thriller last Saturday between Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SP-F) and Westfield for the county high school championship, won by SP-F in 10
innings, 1-0.

JANUARY
Westfield

Despite touting his administration’s
role in “reinventing government,”
Mayor Andy Skibitsky said Westfield
would continue to be “challenged”
by the State of New Jersey’s long-
term fiscal problems.

The mayor, delivering his State of
the Town Address, said he was “very
concerned” about another reduction
in state aid.

The new year brought signs of clos-
ing to three downtown Westfield
stores.

After 61 years, owner Joseph
Spector announced that The Leader
Store would shut its doors at 109 East
Broad Street. Cosi restaurant and the
gift-shop chain Blue Tulip on Quimby
Street also closed.

Kris McAloon was sworn in as
town engineer to fill the open spot
after Ken Marsh retired in November.
Vincent Wilt was re-appointed as
planning board chairman for the
fourth consecutive year and Robert
Newell was named vice-chairman.
John Bennett, Lauren Falk and Dan
Clifford took seats on the board re-
placing Anthony Attenasio, Phil Leary
and Matt Nilsen.

Police conducted an intensive three-
month investigation into the rash of
residential burglaries that had been
occurring since November 1, 2008.
The probe by members of the detec-
tive bureau resulted in the arrest of
three individuals.

The Westfield Memorial Library,
in conjunction with The Westfield
Leader, announced that 100 years
(from 1907) of the newspaper had
been placed on the Internet.

Union County Assistant Prosecu-
tor Ann Rubin revealed that Ellen
Scott of Colonia had pled guilty on
January 14 to theft and forgery charges
involving the taking of $141,026 from
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield.

Scotch Plains
Nancy Malool was sworn in as

mayor on New Year’s Day and warned
residents of a “probable significant
[property] tax increase” in view of
the township’s “bleak” financial pic-
ture.

Mrs. Malool, the township’s sev-
enth female mayor, succeeded Mar-
tin Marks, who served nine years as
mayor.

Mary DePaola began her four-year
term on the council, while Dominick
Bratti was named to fill the council

seat vacated by Mrs. Malool.
The board of directors of the

township’s Special Improvement Dis-
trict (SID) announced it was hoping
to kick off promotions by mailing
residents a flyer publicizing the busi-
nesses within the SID and by holding
a downtown promotional event be-
fore the summer.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education (BOE) proposed a pre-
school-integrated half-day program
whereby the district would charge
tuition in order to expand preschool
opportunities for non-classified
preschoolers.

Mayor Malool clarified on how
special assessments for properties
within the newly-created Special
Improvement District (SID) were be-
ing issued. The mayor said the SID
assessment would apply to any home-
based business located within the SID
borders.

Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr, beginning

her sixth year as mayor, swore in
Councilwoman Joan Wheeler and
newly-elected Councilman Russell
Huegel. Councilwoman Donna Dolce
was elected to serve as council presi-
dent for 2009.

Lee Marks, 56, a Fanwood busi-
ness owner, pled guilty in state Supe-
rior Court in Elizabeth to 28 counts of
sex crimes against minors. All of the
victims were under the age of 16
when the crimes occurred.

The borough council’s first regular
monthly meeting of 2009 was domi-
nated by public discussion on issues
ranging from an increase in munici-
pal salaries to merging with another
community to noise generated from
supermarket deliveries.

The council approved a resolution
authorizing the acceptance of bids
for the demolition of the former
Livingston-Wilbor property, which
the borough purchased in 2008 for
$1.9 million as part of the downtown
redevelopment effort.

Garwood
Mayor Dennis McCarthy swore in

new council members Louis
Petruzzelli and Jonathan Linken to
three-year terms. The borough coun-
cil unanimously selected Councilman
Keith Sluka as council president.

On the recommendation of Coun-
cilwoman Kathleen Villaggio, the
borough council considered a resolu-
tion drafted by the New Jersey League
of Municipalities (NJLM) asking the
state to adjust the funding formula for

municipal libraries.
“This won’t decrease the library

budget,” Ms. Villaggio said. “It would
limit the [minimum] increase to one
sixth of a mill percent of the equal-
ized value.”

The board of education said Mayor
McCarthy and the borough council
asked for a meeting regarding the
ongoing negotiations between the
board and the Garwood Public Li-
brary regarding the library’s lease
with the BOE. The library, located in
a building attached to the Lincoln
School on Second Avenue, serves as
both the school and public library.
The board had requested that the li-
brary pay for a portion of the utility
and maintenance costs incurred from
its use of the building.

After residents and members of the
borough library’s board of trustees
voiced opposition to the measure, the
borough council voted to table the
resolution.

Mountainside
The Mountainside Board of Edu-

cation Chief School Administrator
Jeannette Baubles said the BOE was
anticipating spending $3,066,102, or
22 percent of the annual budget, on
special education.

Clark Landale, Mountainside’s
commissioner on the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA), was re-
placed by Rene Dierkes.

County
Union County Freeholder Al

Mirabella took over as chairman of
the nine-member board, saying,
“There is an urgent sense of uncer-
tainty and worry among many Union
County residents.”

“The reality is we are facing the
greatest economic challenge in a gen-
eration,” he said.

Mr. Mirabella instructed Al Faella,
director of parks and community re-
newal, to work with towns in devel-
oping a priority list of infrastructure
projects for roads, bridges and build-
ings, “so that we can obtain funding
under the new federal stimulus pack-
age.”

Freeholders Angel Estrada, Rick
Proctor and Nancy Ward were sworn
in to new three-year terms on the
board.

County Manager George Devanney
released his 2009 Executive Budget
of $449.3 million, which called for
taxes to increase in all 21 municipali-
ties. This budget represents an in-
crease of roughly $12 million over
the previous year’s budget.

Mr. Devanney detailed an “action
plan” designed to eliminate a $24-
million budget gap. Among the pro-
posed measures was the “indefinite”
closing of Oak Ridge Golf Course in
Clark. He also proposed “contracting
out” club-house operations at both
Galloping Hill and Ash Brook Golf
Courses, as well as instituting hiring
and salary freezes, layoffs and the
elimination of some vacant and sea-
sonal positions.

Region
Area businesses, residents and

school children watched as President
Barack Obama was officially sworn
in as the nation’s 44th President, and
the first African-American President,
before an estimated crowd of two
million at the United States Capital
and the facing Washington Mall.

New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine
said that the economy is “priority
number one, priority number two and
priority number three.” He touted the
work he and the legislature had done
in cutting the fiscal 2009 budget.

The RVSA board of directors dis-
cussed the dilemma it faced after
learning that emergency backup
power provisions were not included
in its $200-million expansion project.
Emergency diesel generators were
removed from the design at the time
of value engineering, reportedly re-
lying on gas combustion engines of
the new cogeneration phase to pro-
vide the emergency backup power.

Executive Director Michael
Brinker, Jr. said the authority dis-
agreed with a Westfield Leader head-
line that stated “$200 Million RVSA
Project Built Without Emergency
Backup Power,” stating the facility
does have a backup, namely electric-
ity generated by Public Service Elec-
tric & Gas Co. (PSE&G).

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) was
one of 53 new members officially
sworn into Congress. The congress-
man replaced Mike Ferguson, who
retired after four terms, in represent-
ing the Seventh District.
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FEBRUARY
Westfield

The Westfield Board of Education
voted 8-1 for redistricting the inter-
mediate schools on first reading after
hearing about four hours of com-
ments and questions from parents who
were ardently against the plan pre-
sented by Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan. The plan would cre-
ate a new attendance zone consisting
of streets in the Washington Elemen-

tary School area that would have those
children attend Edison Intermediate
School instead of Roosevelt Interme-
diate School.

The Town of Westfield reached a
settlement agreement with police de-
tective Sandra Chambers on a sexual-
harassment lawsuit filed against the
town, the Westfield Police Depart-
ment (WPD) and former police chief
Bernard Tracy in late 2006.

New Norris Chevrolet on North
Avenue announced it would close on
February 26. The dealership had been
in town since the 1920s. Westfield,
which once had seven car dealerships,
now only has two – Lindeman Buick
and Thomas Lincoln-Mercury.

Scotch Plains
The Scotch Plains SID named the

following chairmen for its four com-
mittees: Jeff Kowalczyk, organiza-
tion; Tom Britt, promotions; Greg
Bisson, design, and Steve Goldberg,
economic.

Board of Education Director of
Special Services Thomas Beese pre-
sented a preliminary special-educa-
tion budget of $18,624,636, an in-
crease of 7.9 percent over the previ-
ous year.

The township council agreed to a
resolution allowing the sixth and fi-
nal antenna spot on the cell tower at
the southside firehouse to be auc-
tioned off to a service provider.
Deputy Mayor Jeffrey Strauss said
the use of the cell tower for antennas
“provides income to the township
and enhances cell-phone service.”

Council members approved an
amendment to a $109,000 bond ordi-
nance to allow a shared-service ini-
tiative to proceed at the former Sevell
property on Cooper Road that was
purchased by Union County. The
county plans to develop the property
into a park and ballfields. Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and the BOE will
share an equipment storage facility
there.

Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr said the bor-

ough was exploring having employ-
ees pump gasoline for its municipal
vehicles from the county public works
facility in Scotch Plains. Although
the borough currently buys its gas
from the county, Fanwood runs its
own gas-pump facility.

Borough Engineer Joseph Pryor
said Fanwood might be able to secure
some funding through the proposed
federal economic stimulus package
being negotiated on Capitol Hill.

Garwood
The council approved an agree-

ment between the borough and the
County of Union regarding the use of
the First Alert emergency notifica-
tion system, a countywide message-
alert system, which permits the bor-
ough to send text and e-mail alerts
free of charge and voice messages at
a cost of 12 cents per call.

The board of education voted to
approve a new teachers’ contract with
the Garwood Education Association
(GEA). The terms of the agreement,
which will be in effect from July 1,
2008, until June 30, 2011, call for a
4.5 percent increase in the first year
and 4.3 percent increases in each of
the subsequent years. The contract
was approved by an 8-1 vote, with the
sole “no” vote from member Chris-
tine Guerriero, although the BOE was
unanimous in its disappointment of
the contractual terms. It was particu-
larly critical of the New Jersey Edu-
cation Association (NJEA), saying
that the union was unwilling to ac-
cept offers below the increases ap-
proved on Tuesday.

“They [the NJEA] are out of touch
with reality,” board member Linda
Koenig said.

County
The county sent out request for

proposals (RFPs) for professional
firms interested in managing the club-
house operations at the county’s pub-
lic golf courses.

Members of two county unions told
the Freeholders not to lay off county
workers as proposed by the county
manager. The county planned to lay-
off 87 workers, including 32 full-
time and 55 seasonal workers, some
at Oak Ridge Golf Course, and to
eliminate another 63 vacant positions.

Union County received two new
Homeland Security grants totaling
$323,700. The funds were earmarked
to enhance the county’s preparedness
for health emergencies and to pur-
chase communications equipment
related to emergency planning and
response.
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Courtesy of Ron Naughton
HAIL TO THE CHIEF...An estimated two million people gather in Washington,
D.C., in chilly weather on Tuesday for the official swearing-in ceremony for
United States President Barack Obama, the 44th President and the first African-
American to be elected as leader of the nation.

MR. LANCE GOES TO WASHINGTON...Congressman Leonard Lance (R-7th,
Hunterdon) is shown in a mock swearing-in ceremony with House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, left, and his wife, Heidi Rohrbach, following the official ceremony on
Tuesday.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CAMPAIGN KICKOFF...Former United States Attorney for New Jersey, Chris
Christie, speaks to supporters last Thursday at a Cranford rally kicking off his
campaign for governor. Mr. Christie, a former Morris County freeholder, held
two days of events statewide in launching his campaign.


