
Page 8 Thursday, December 24, 2009 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Westfield Leader only

POLICE BLOTTER

Happy Holidays From
Our Good Hands®

To Yours.
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Your friends at Allstate wish
you the best this holiday
season and look forward to
serving you in 2010.

MARCH
Westfield

The Westfield High School boys
swim team won the Public “A” State
Championship, its 22nd state title.

The BOE unveiled a $90 million-
budget, an increase of $3.8 million
over last year. About 80 percent of the
budget was made up of salaries and
benefits.

Councilman Mark Ciarrocca ad-
dressed residents’ concerns at a Sat-
urday meeting on the issue of
Westfield High School students’ park-
ing on streets surrounding the school.
Discussed was an Armory agreement
for parking whereby the town would
create student permits at an estimated
$200 per year.

The town retained legal counsel for
$35,000 to defend Sunnyside Litiga-
tion on a proposed Springfield Av-
enue development.

A 52-year-old Freehold resident,
Michele Quinn, escaped injury when
her car was struck by a Norfolk South-
ern freight train at the grade crossing
on Rahway Avenue. The vehicle was
caught in backed-up traffic when the
grade crossing gate came down.

A Saturday morning fire at the
Westfield Post Office on Central Av-
enue disrupted mail deliveries for two
hours.

According to terms of a settlement
agreement, it was revealed former
Westfield detective Sandra Chambers
would receive $380,000, along with
lifetime benefits, after being placed
on disability.

Westfield Schools faced “nau-
seous” layoffs of 38 personnel, said
the BOE.

Despite the closings of area Drug
Fair locations, including Berkeley
Heights, Rahway, Cranford and
Plainfield, Westfield’s store would
remain open as Walgreens takes over.

Scotch Plains
BOE Incumbents Norm “Trip”

Whitehouse, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education president, and
Betty Anne Woerner each filed a pe-
tition for re-election. Linda Nelson of
Scotch Plains opted not to seek re-
election after serving nine years on
the board. Board member Jane
Costello of Scotch Plains resigned
after serving two years of a three-
year term.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education proposed an $80.8-mil-
lion budget, an increase of 3.1 percent.

The township council hired a con-
sultant to assist in operations three
weeks after the sudden resignation of
township manager Michael
Capabianco.

Mayor Malool warned of a “gigan-
tic” tax increase for township
homeowners.

Scotch Plains Rescue Squad Presi-
dent Dan Sullivan expressed concern
that the new private service, Atlantic
Ambulance Corp., newly contracted
to serve as an emergency responder
should Scotch Plains and Fanwood
be unable to respond, will be con-
tacted faster than is necessary, thus
bypassing the Fanwood squad.

Fanwood
Mayor Mahr, speaking about the

federal economic recovery package,
said, “At the end of the day, there’s
not much in there for towns...that’s
what I came away with.”

EcoScience will be paid $3,500 to
do a “preliminary environmental re-
view” of the Livingston-Wilbor prop-
erty, which the borough purchased
last year.

The borough signed a deal with
cellular provider Metro PCS to lease
space on its communications tower.

Mayor Mahr and Mayor Malool
announced that their two municipali-

Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBER...More than 200 residents gathered at Our Lady of Lourdes
Church in Mountainside on Valentine’s Day to attend the eighth annual comedy
show to benefit Fibrodysplasia Ossificans Progressiva research. Gary Whyte
introduced Kassie Ciasulli, who performed at many local productions.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
RITE OF SPRING...Several hundreds marched as the Westfield Baseball League
kicked off the season with its annual parade last Saturday in Westfield. Baseball
players, parents, siblings, pets and coaches marched from Mindowaskin Park to
South Chestnut Street, where a carnival awaited them at Gumbert Park.

APRIL
Westfield

BOE incumbent Jane Clancy, David
Finn and Richard Mattessich won the
three open, three-year-term seats in
the board of education election, de-
feating Michael McLane and Kathy
Monteiro in close races.

Voters passed, 3,020 to 1,791, the
$78.2-million school tax levy, which
represents a 3.17-percent increase
over last year.

For the third consecutive year,
Ginny Leiz was chosen as BOE presi-
dent and Julia Walker was selected to
serve as vice-president.

Republican Mayor Andy Skibitsky
vied for his second term of office
against former municipal judge Wil-
liam Brennan, a Democrat. Another
possible candidate, John Blake, de-
cided against a run for mayor.

Councilman Sal Caruana an-
nounced that he would not seek re-
election to his First Ward seat, leav-
ing a contest between attorneys Sam
Della Fera, Jr., a Republican, and

Janice Siegel, a Democrat.
Republican Councilwoman Vicki

Kimmins sought re-election in Ward
2 against opponent Carolyn Klinger-
Kueter.

Councilman David Haas an-
nounced that he would defend Ward 3
against Tom Delaney, a Republican.
Incumbent Democrat Tom Bigosinski
sought re-election against newcomer
Keith Loughlin, a Republican.

The town council introduced, with
a 7-2 vote, a 2009 $40-million bud-
get, a 4.7-percent increase over last
year.

Mr. Caruana said the town is “com-
pelled to consider additional em-
ployee layoffs in 2009 and the elimi-
nation of positions in every area of
our workforce.”

The council asked all employees
under collective-bargaining agree-
ments to consider compensation con-
cessions in 2009.

The municipal tax increase in
Westfield was announced as 6.12 per-
cent, amounting to a $127 hike for the
average homeowner.

Kirk Kinkade, 36, from Westfield,
was killed when he was struck by a
2008 Toyota Highlander, driven by
Dora Mendez, 68, of Garwood, at
North Avenue, West, and East Broad
Street. Mendez was traveling east-
bound on North Avenue when her SUV
traveled up onto the sidewalk along-
side the monument to veterans of World
War I, striking Mr. Kinkade, an em-
ployee of the Westfield Area “Y.” He
was thrown across East Broad Street,
winding up near the 9/11 Memorial.

Scotch Plains
Incumbent Republican councilman

Dominick Bratti faced Democrat
Theresa Mullen in the race to fill the
one year remaining on now-Mayor
Nancy Malool’s term on the council.

The township manager’s position
had been vacant since Michael
Capabianco resigned from the posi-
tion on February 18. Robert LaCosta
and Madeline Rutkowski assumed
the role as co-acting managers.

Mayor Malool warned of layoffs as
the township government looked for
ways to close what she said was a $1-
million budget shortfall. The town-
ship submitted to the state Depart-
ment of Personnel a layoff plan, if
necessary.

Mayor Malool denied that the 2009
municipal budget was being crafted
in private and in violation of open
public meeting requirements, in re-
sponse to accusations by then Demo-
cratic Party Chairman Richard
Samuel.

After interviewing five candidates,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education selected Dave Gorbunoff
of Scotch Plains to serve a one-year
term as board member, filling the seat
left vacant by the resignation of Jane
Costello.

Fanwood
Borough council incumbents,

Democrats Donna Dolce and David
Valian, were to face Republicans Rob-
ert Manduca and Mike Szuch in the
November General Election.

Voters approved, 1,948 to 1,546,
the $71-million tax levy for the total
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education school budget of $81 mil-
lion. School taxes would rise 7.2 per-
cent in Fanwood and 3.7 percent in
Scotch Plains.

Three BOE candidates ran unop-
posed for three-year terms. “We’re
in,” said re-elected board member
Betty Anne Woerner. BOE President
Norman “Trip” Whitehouse and
Karen Kulikowski of Scotch Plains
were also elected.

Garwood
The board of education moved to

defer paying a portion of its pension
bill. During a special meeting, the
BOE introduced an $8.3-million op-
erating budget, an increase of
$667,000 over last year. The school
tax levy would increase 3 percent.
Voters rejected this by a margin of
197 to 132. This forced the budget to
go before the borough council.

With three candidates running for
four vacant seats, incumbents Adele
Lewis, Barbara Greet and Russell Gra-
ham were re-elected to three-year terms
on the BOE. No write-in candidate
received enough votes to fill the one-
year unexpired term created by the
resignation of Lisa Marano last fall.

Mountainside
Residents approved a $12.6-mil-

lion school tax levy by a vote of 347
to 256. Homeowners would see their
school taxes rise by an average of
$147 per every $165,000 in assessed
property value. The budget for the
2009-2010 school year is $14.1 mil-
lion.

Mary Beth Schaumberg and Jorge
Batista, running unopposed, were
elected to three-year terms on the
seven-member Mountainside Board
of Education. A total of 611 people,
out of the 4,817 registered voters,
voted in the school election.

County
County officials announced a $3.5-

million improvement expenditure for
the 10-acre Oakwood Park in New
Providence. As part of the project,
New Providence must deed the land
to the county.

Union County Freeholders adopted
a $443-million budget that will in-
crease taxes $13.4 million
countywide, a 5.3-percent hike over
last year.

County taxes in Westfield will jump
$1.2 million to $26.3 million, the
second highest tax in Union County
behind Elizabeth’s $31.2 million.
Scotch Plains will see a $320,000
hike to $14.5 million; Fanwood will
experience a $284,000 jump to $4.2
million, while Mountainside taxpay-
ers will pay $217,000 more this year.

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
said in the 18 years he has been in-
volved with municipal and county
budgets, “this is the most difficult
budget that I’ve participated in.”

Freeholder Chester Holmes of
Rahway announced he would not seek
re-election to a fifth term as free-
holder. Mr. Holmes will have served
more than 49 years in the public sec-
tor as a former police officer, former
Rahway councilman and former coun-
cil chairman.

Region
State Assemblyman Eric Munoz,

61, of Summit died in April following
a heart attack at his Summit home.
The assemblyman and trauma sur-
geon had served in the State Legisla-
ture since 2001.

State Senate Minority Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. of Westfield said, “It’s a
very sad day…[Eric] was an extraor-
dinary person and a great and loyal
friend. There will be a little less laugh-
ter in the world with his passing.”

Republican leaders selected Nancy
Munoz of Summit, the widow of As-
semblyman Munoz, to succeed her
husband on the June Primary Elec-
tion ballot.

The board of trustees of the
Westfield United Way voted to end its
affiliation with the national United
Way and return to its original name,
the Westfield United Fund, effective
May 1.

State Senator Ray Lesniak (LD-
20, Elizabeth) was robbed at gun-
point in his Elizabeth home in late
April.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
MANY YEARS AGO...The Westfield Memorial Library staff last week reviews
its success in digitizing 100 years of archives of The Westfield Leader and placing
them online, free to the public. Pictured, from left to right, are: Executive Director
Phil Israel, Head Reference Librarian Jennifer Schulze and Technology Librar-
ian Jeffrey Bennet.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING...Asm. Eric Munoz died on Monday of a heart attack. Novem-
ber 8, 2007, archive: GOP VICTORY...District 21 Republican incumbents cel-
ebrate their successful re-election bids on Tuesday night. Pictured, left to right,
Assemblyman Munoz, Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
pose for cameras.

2009 Year In Review: Part 1 – January to May
ties would create a committee to study
all possible shared services between
the two towns.

Mayor Mahr said Fanwood would
defer half of the borough’s $500,000
pension obligation to keep the bor-
ough within the state’s 4 percent maxi-
mum allowable increase. She said the
money would be paid back over the
next 15 years.

Garwood
The borough council said it was in

a “holding pattern” as it awaited Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine’s action on a pen-
sion-deferral bill.

In settling the contract with the
teachers’ union, frustrated BOE mem-
bers said they were stuck between “a
rock and a hard place.”

Councilman Anthony Sytko asked
his colleagues to consider an addi-
tional reduction to their salary.

Garwood BOE proposed an 8.5-
percent budget boost.

Mountainside
BOE incumbent Mary Beth

Schaumberg and newcomer Jorge
Batista ran unopposed for two board
seats. Incumbent Joseph Tinnirella
did not file for re-election.

A threat received at the BOE office
on its answering machine led to the
evacuation of Beechwood and
Deerfield schools.

A resident of New Providence Road
reported that someone requested a
change of address without his autho-
rization on a line of credit he opened.
The victim contacted the financial
institution to report the incident and
authorities investigated.

County
Governor Jon Corzine extended the

board of education candidate filing
deadline by two days due to a snow
storm. There were no competitive
school board races in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, Mountainside or Garwood.

Impassioned golfers sought an-
swers from the county regarding the
closing of Oak Ridge Golf Course in
Clark. Freeholder Chairman Al
Mirabella stressed that no final deci-
sion had been made and no determi-
nation had been made for use of the
property.

The board of the RVSA hired a
consulting firm to evaluate its emer-
gency power system.

The county moved to eliminate its
engineering division.

County taxes were set to go up
$13.4 million. The $9.4 million county
pension payment was to be deferred.

Freeholder Chester Holmes, a
Democrat, of Rahway announced his
retirement from the Union County
Freeholder Board.
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Westfield
Monday, December 14, a business on

the 300 block of Lenox Avenue reported
an act of criminal mischief, in which
black spray paint was used to write an
illegible word on the side of the building.
The incident is believed to have occurred
between December 11 and December 14.

Monday, December 14, a Cranford resi-
dent reported that she left her purse at a
business on Prospect Street. When she
returned to retrieve it, she was told the
purse was not there. The purse and its
contents are valued at approximately $545.

Monday, December 14, a Westfield
resident reported the theft of several tools
from a shed located at the headquarters of
an organization on North Avenue, West.
The theft occurred between 11 a.m. on
December 12 and 10 a.m. on December
13. The approximate value of the theft is
$781.

Monday, December 14, Angelo C.
Iandoli, Jr., 23, of Garwood was arrested
and charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on the 900 block
of West South Avenue. He was released
with a summons.

Tuesday, December 15, Lilian
Corbacho, 23, of Elizabeth was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) following a motor vehicle
stop on the 600 block of West North
Avenue. She subsequently was released
to a responsible individual.

Wednesday, December 16, a resident
of the 1000 block of Prospect Street re-
ported the theft of Christmas decorations
valued at approximately $200. Reported
stolen were two decorative gift boxes that
were on display on the victim’s front
lawn.

Thursday, December 17, two Perth
Amboy men were arrested after a motor
vehicle stop at West North Avenue and
Prospect Street. Marco Illa, 32, was
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana. He was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released on a sum-
mons.

Sandro Rosario, 31, was arrested on an
outstanding criminal warrant from Perth
Amboy and an outstanding criminal war-
rant from Woodbridge, with bail amounts
of $865 and $758, respectively. He was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and turned over to the
Perth Amboy Police Department in lieu
of bail.

Thursday, December 17, Tristan
Tinnes, 23, of Fanwood was arrested in
the area of West South Avenue and Bou-
levard on two outstanding traffic war-
rants: one from Fanwood, in the amount
of $89, and the second from Scotch Plains,
in the amount of $81. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail for
both jurisdictions.

Thursday, December 17, Akeem Noray,
19, of Westfield was arrested in the area
of West South Avenue and Crossway
Place on an outstanding no-bail Union
County Sheriff’s Office warrant. Police
officers had observed Noray in the area,
and a subsequent check revealed the out-
standing warrant. Noray was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, and was
held pending pickup by the Union County
Sheriff’s Office.

Thursday, December 17, a resident of
the 100 block of Lincoln Road reported
the theft of a package containing approxi-
mately $250 worth of merchandise that
the victim had delivered. The theft is
believed to have occurred between No-
vember 17 and December 17.

Friday, December 18, Andrew Dunaj,
20, of Lambertville was arrested during a
traffic stop in the area of East Broad and
Elm Streets and charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of drug parapherna-
lia. He was initially stopped for allegedly
using a non-hands-free cell phone while
driving.

Dunaj was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and is-
sued a summons for the controlled dan-
gerous substance (CDS) charges, with a
court date in Westfield Municipal Court.
He also was issued traffic summonses for
the cell phone violation and possession of
CDS in a motor vehicle.

Friday, December 18, a physician with

an office located on the 300 block of
Lenox Avenue reported the theft of a
wooden sign that was mounted in the
ground on the front lawn. The missing
sign was valued at approximately $500.

Friday, December 18, Salvatore O.
Fazio, 25, of Westfield was arrested at
Rahway Avenue and Clifton Street on a
Neptune Township traffic warrant. He
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released after
posting $150 bail.

Friday, December 18, Megan Walsh,
43, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with shoplifting on the 600 block
of West North Avenue. Walsh allegedly
attempted to leave a store without making
payment of $821.50. She was released on
her own recognizance with a summons to
appear in court.

Mountainside
Wednesday, December 16, Jose B. Liz-

Pena, 20, of Paterson was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on an out-
standing warrant. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail set
at $61.

Wednesday, December 16, Laray A.
Cheek, 35, of Piscataway was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license. He
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was issued a summons and
released.

Thursday, December 17, Jeffrey M.
Connolly, 58, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with driving under the influ-
ence, refusal to submit to a breath test and
consumption of an alcoholic beverage in
a vehicle, after being involved in a motor
vehicle accident on Route 22. He was
transported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and released to a re-
sponsible adult.

Friday, December 18, Joseph K.
Bedford, 25, of Newark was arrested at
the Passaic Police Department on mul-
tiple outstanding Mountainside warrants.
Bail was set at $3,196.

Friday, December 18, a resident came
into police headquarters to report that she
had been receiving harassing telephone
calls from Premiere Asset Recovery
(PAR) for approximately six weeks try-
ing to collect money from an individual
who does not live at the residence. Ac-
cording to police, authorities contacted
PAR and informed the agency that if it did
not stop calling the home that a harass-
ment charge would be filed against it. The
manager at PAR stated that the telephone
calls would stop as of that time.

Sunday, December 20, a resident of
Hidden Circle reported that she used her
ATM card to make a withdrawal on Sat-
urday, December 19, in Mountainside
and later in the day received a call from
her bank stating that three other with-
drawals were made totaling $3,500. Ac-
cording to police, the victim also received
a fraud prevention call from Target stat-
ing that an individual attempted to open a
charge card in California using the victim’s
identity and address but it was declined.

Correction
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Po-

lice Department reported that a home
burglary that occurred December 4 on
the 300 block of Massachusetts Street,
and published in the December 17 issue
of The Westfield Leader, was the result
of someone entering through an un-
locked rear door. Authorities have since
confirmed that the door was not left
unlocked but was forced open.

Winners Announced
For GW Holiday House

GARWOOD – The borough announced
its winners of the 2009 Garwood Holiday
House Decorating Contest. The follow-
ing houses were chosen:

First Place: 342 Hickory Street; Sec-
ond Place: 505 Center Street; Third Place:
308 Walnut Street; Chevy Chase Award:
315 Hickory Street.

Each winning family home will re-
ceive a gift certificate.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


