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Society News
More than 200 guests attended the Christmas party bash last Sunday

afternoon thrown by Chris and Tim Boyle, owners of 16 Prospect Bistro
in Westfield. The Boyles wanted to show appreciation to their loyal
customers throughout the year.

Westfield - Soldiers Need Assistance; The Family Readiness Group of the
Westfield Armory (102 CAV RSTA) is looking for montetary or material
donations for two local soldiers, recently returned from Iraq, who lost all their
belongings in a house fire.

Contact FRG leaders, Amy Lovato (917-603-6862) or Danielle Bracco (917-
301-8751) or e-mail them at 102.cav.frg@gmail.com for more information
and items needed. Any assistance is greatly appreciated, especially during
the holidays. Thank you very much!
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SCOTCH PLAINS - Anonymous sources say that Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy
Malool is “hell-bent” on getting rid of Township Attorney Brian Levine and has
the support of two other council members.

If it happens, and it looks like its gonna happen, said very-close-to-the-
situation source, a top Republican in town, this will cause “an out and out war
within the Republican Party.”

A Republican mayor getting rid of a Republican attorney is not a good thing
for political peace, especially since it looks like the Mayor wants to bring in
the DiFrancesco law firm again (not necessarily Donnie Dee).

Apparently, morale among department heads at town hall is not good since
this administration took over, on the heels of the resignation of the town
administrator.

Speculation is that the mayor wants to replace Brian Levine and bring back
the DiFrancesco firm to distance herself from the legacy of longstanding
previous Mayor Marty Marks. If this does happen, sources say they’ll be glad
to go on the record about this – saying this is going to lead to a lot of party
trouble in 2010 with perhaps a candidate slate loyal to Mayor Nancy
competing against an opposing slate in the primary for township council.

The axe is expected to fall shortly before the reorganization meeting in first
week of January.
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MOUNTAINSIDE – It’s hard to find out what’s going on if school administra-

tors won’t discuss the issues. Jeanette Baubles, Chief School Administrator
(CSA) for the Mountainside School District refused to answer questions
during an interview with the Westfield Leader newspaper reporter about the
district’s compliance with fiscal accountability measures put in place by the
New Jersey State Department of Education in 2007. The meeting was
motivated in part as the school district has complained in the past that
reporting of their meetings at times was inaccurate and/or incomplete.

The interview was arranged a week in advance by the reporter with Ms.
Baubles, Roderic McLaughlin, the district’s Business Administrator, as well as
the interim director of Special Education, Mr. Charles Bryant. Questions were
forwarded at that time to the school officials to facilitate the meeting.

Ms. Baubles contacted the reporter a day before the meeting to state that
neither Mr. McLaughlin nor Mr. Bryant was available to attend. In addition, Ms.
Baubles informed the reporter that the questions submitted were “complex”
and rather than discuss them she was providing “a copy of the legislation and
written responses to your questions given the complexity of the topic and to
assist you with your research.” Ms. Baubles provided over 200 pages of
legislation, prints outs of Mr. McLaughlin budget presentations made in the
spring of 2009, as well as her own remarks regarding fiscal accountability.

With a new governor coming to Trenton in January, The Westfield Leader
asked Ms. Baubles, “Do you expect anything to change for the better
regarding Department of Education regulations with a new governor?” “I
don’t think it’s appropriate for me as the CSA to speculate on that.”

Carmen Centuolo, Union County Executive Superintendent, was also
contacted regarding this matter, but was on vacation for the first two weeks
of December.
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