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SPFAA Considers Making Non-
Juried Show an Autumn Tradition

Anne Castellano’s “Visionaries for the Ages,” Drawing, Third Place

Courtesy of Michael J. Pollack

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – For 43 years,
the Scotch Plains Fanwood Art Asso-
ciation (SPFAA)
has been displaying
the artistic talent of
its members in an
annual juried show
typically held in
March at the Scotch
Plains Public Li-
brary. Now, how-
ever, for the first
time in many years,
the SPFAA hosted
a non-juried Fall Art
Show.

Fifteen SPFAA
members partici-
pated, showing 40 pieces of art.

“We’ve had some of [our] members
recently request an additional show
during the year,” said SPFAA president
Paula Pearl.

“We decided [to put on a non-juried
show] so members could show work
that had been shown before.”

According to Ms. Pearl, the annual
spring show restricts members’ works
to pieces that have not been previously
exhibited.

“Several of the
members don’t
have much recent
work, and that
makes it difficult for
them to participate
in the juried show,”
she added.

Since the autum-
nal show generated
as much, if not
more, interest
among SPFAA
members than the
most recent spring
juried show, Ms.

Pearl believes the SPFAA will continue
to have one non-juried show a year in
addition to the juried spring show.

“There was no entry fee for the mem-
bers, no judge, therefore no awards.
This was just for the purpose of sharing
our work with the public,” said Ms.
Pearl.

Anne Castellano of Cranford is a
relatively new SPFAA member, having
just joined the organization in Septem-
ber.

“Joy Miccio and I became mem-
bers of the SPFAA after we attended
a watercolor-demonstration program
the group held in September,” she
said. “The members we met that night
impressed us with their dedication to
the appreciation of the arts.”

She exhibited three pieces at the Fall
Art Show. One, a pencil drawing, featur-
ing Michelangelo, Gandhi, Einstein and
Da Vinci titled “Visionaries for the Ages,”
won third place in the Union County
Senior Art Show held this past June.

Ms. Castellano also exhibited the
pastel drawing “Nate, After the Beach”
and a colored-pencil drawing titled,
“Tête-à-Tête.”

“Sharing the love of art with people
of like interest is satisfying, rewarding
and very important to me,” said Ms.
Castellano.

The SPFAA meets five times a year
in the Patricia Kuran Cultural Arts Cen-
ter in Fanwood, located on the grounds
of Fanwood’s Borough Hall.

Meetings, which often include artist
demonstrations, are held on the third
Thursday of every other month, Sep-
tember through May.

SPFAA meetings are open to the
general public, and new members are
welcome. SPFAA meeting informa-
tion can be found at spfaa.org.

Anne Castellano
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Exhibit Highlights
Post-War Bosnia

AREA – The Walsh Gallery at Se-
ton Hall University is hosting a trav-
eling exhibition by photographer Su-
san Nolan, associate professor of Psy-
chology and United Nations repre-
sentative for the American Psychol-
ogy Association.

Ms. Nolan’s photographs capture
the spirit of post-war Bosnia-
Herzegovia, focusing on young
people working to improve their lives
in the aftermath of war. The images
are quite different from the stereo-
typical depictions broadcast by
American media outlets.

Instead, Ms. Nolan captures youth-
ful subjects engaged in leisure activi-
ties, providing positive portrayals of
youth expressing their identities
through their vocations and avoca-
tions. The energy radiated by the
young people she encountered dur-
ing her visits is incredibly uplifting.

The exhibit will run from Monday,
January 11, 2010, to Friday, February
12. There will be an opening recep-
tion on Thursday, January 21, from 5
to 8 p.m.

The exhibition will subsequently
travel to the city of Banja Luka in
Bosnia.

For more information, see shu.edu.

Rahway Music Company Showcases
Students’ Talents, WF’s Blue Side Down

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLARK — On a Saturday night
earlier this month, the patrons of the
Clark Recreation Center were treated
to a performance of the next genera-
tion of rock stars, as the students of
the Rahway Music Company (RMC)
took the stage to perform for friends
and family.

The event, dubbed Rockstock, was
designed to give the students, who are
taught “rock instrumentation” a chance
to perform before an audience.

“Music has to inspire and pull
people in to be effective,” said E.J.
Gaub, founder of the RMC.  “That’s
one of the reasons we do rock instru-
ments as opposed to the ‘violin/flute’
approach.”

A former musician himself, Mr.
Gaub said he wanted to create a place
where kids could freely play music
together and hear their sound not only
amplified, but also augmented.

“I was bouncing around from ga-
rage band to garage band,” Mr. Gaub
recalled. “Then one day, we sat in
with a professional, and he had us
sounding better in five minutes than
we’d ever sounded before. I want to
give kids that expertise, so they don’t
just struggle for years.

“We also work with getting kids
into bands. We work with them over
time, first getting them together, then
teaching them to play together and to
listen to each other,” Mr. Gaub con-
tinued. “Then, we’re able to give them
a place to showcase their skills. We
always tell them that no one is perfect
and that we’re all there to have a good
time.”

Indeed, every student from the
RMC seemed to be represented, as
the program began with brief solo
pieces from several young students.
Generally, the pieces were impres-
sively performed, and considering the
age of the students, they were truly
amazing to see. The drummers even
wrote their own solos.

However, some of the performances
suffered without a full band, and when
students made mistakes, it gave the
set the feel of a beginner band recital.

But given the fact that this was likely
the first show for many of the stu-
dents, those factors can be ignored.

The second half of the show fea-
tured the Wharton Music All-Stars, a

group of young students who per-
formed “Come Together” by The
Beatles. The playing was impressive,
but too long, and the group seemed
stiff and nervous, looking as if they

had never played together before.
Another young female student, who
sang “Jailhouse Rock” with two in-
structors, followed them.

Unfortunately, stage fright took
over again, as the girl was out of sync
with the instructors and sang in a
voice barely above speaking volume.

Afterwards, Kevin Mevendino and
Tom Lewis, two guitarists, took the
stage, performing self-written guitar
pieces with accompaniment from Mr.
Gaub on drums. Both students showed
remarkable intensity, shredding their
guitars like young Steve Vai’s.

Even though both shredders seemed
more focused on their playing as op-
posed to their performing, it did not
hurt the connection the trio made
with the audience; given the compli-
cated pieces, the focus on craft may
have been the wiser choice anyway.

The Marauders, the first of the
bands, then came up. They opened
their set with The Who’s “Baba
O’Riley,” which they played near
perfectly. However, the band looked
bored onstage, and a botched violin
solo nearly ruined the energy of the
song.

The Ice Breakers, a two-guitar-and-
drum trio, then took the stage. They
were easily the most energetic band
up to this point, moving about the
stage and engaging in some slight
banter with the crowd while perform-
ing two originals and the Talking
Heads’ “Psycho Killer.”

The final band, Westfield’s Blue
Side Down, was easily the most stage-
ready. The group mentioned how
Rockstock had been their first gig,
before launching in a Blink 182-in-
spired set (even covering the band’s
“All the Small Things”). The crowd
applauded heavily for the group, who
encouraged people to stand up and
have fun as they enjoyed playing for
them.

Rockstock was a worthy venue for
eager young musicians to show off
their chops, and while RMC may
want to include a course on “stage
presence,” it proved itself to be a
“rock-solid” crash course in rock
music.

SP Singer Has Tradition
Of Performing Messiah

SCOTCH PLAINS – Longtime
Masterwork Chorus member
Anastatsia Carumpalos of Scotch
Plains will sing her 123rd perfor-
mance of G. F. Handel’s choral mas-
terpiece Messiah with the choir.

Led by Music Director Andrew
Megill, the Masterwork Chorus and
Orchestra will give two performances
of the complete oratorio at the Com-
munity Theatre, Mayo Center for the
Performing Arts, in Morristown, on
Saturday, December 19, at 8 p.m.,
and at Carnegie Hall, New York, on
Wednesday, December 23, at 8 p.m.

Even though Ms. Carumpalos has
sung the piece many times, she said,
“This is such a beautiful piece of
music; it is impossible to become

bored with it. It invokes a special
feeling within me that is difficult to
describe and one that, I have been
told, is also felt by the audience when
Masterwork performs it. In addition,
Andrew keeps it fresh for us by intro-
ducing different versions that Handel
wrote and taking new approaches in
interpreting the music.”

The soloists will feature a quartet
of rising young singers: soprano Amy
Cofield Williamson, mezzo soprano
Patricia Thompson, tenor Scott
Williamson and bass Richard Lippold.
Founded in Morris County in 1955,
the Masterwork Chorus first presented
Messiah at Carnegie Hall in 1961 and
has performed the work each year
since.

Eric Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING ROCKSTOCK OF IT...Westfield’s Blue Side Down performs at the
Clark Recreation Center last Saturday, as Rahway Music Company hosted
Rockstock, an event planned to give young musicians a taste of playing live; for
some bands, it was their first experience of playing in front of an audience.


