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STYLE CUISINE

Join us for New Year’s Eve
(limited ala carte menu seen on our website)

ff
Dj & Dancing all night long with a midnight complimentary Champagne Toast

PRIX FX IX FX OUR-COURSE DE INNER MR ENU

FOR ONLY $27.95$ 7 95Y
Please check our website to see the whole menu at…

www.mosaico22.com

COME IN & RECEIVE OUR CUSTOMER LOYALTY CARD AND SAVE
EVERYTIME YOU DINE WITH US! (card cannot be used for parties of 10 or more)

E N J O Y O U R R E G U L A R M E N U
F O R  C H R I S T M A S E V E

…

Frank and Lydia 
Bergen FoundationFunding has been made possible in part through a 

grant by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts/ 
Department of State, a partner agency of the National 
Endowment for the Arts.
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A New Year’s Eve celebration of
American musical theater classics

featuring guest stars direct
from the Broadway stage.

ADVANCE TICKETS $35 and $65

Visit our ticket outlets (cash or check only);  

New Year’s Eve  Thursday, December 31st, 2009 at 7PM

Westfield High School

Union County Teen
Arts Exhibit on Display

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders an-
nounced that the 2009 Teen Arts
Traveling Exhibit is on display in the
Freeholders Gallery, located on the
sixth floor of the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, through
Wednesday, December 23.

The exhibit consists of 55 pieces
of art selected from more than 600
visual-art works shown at the 2009
Union County Teen Arts Festival held
in March at Union County College
in Cranford.

The exhibiting students are
Isabelle Perrin, Deerfield School,
Mountainside; Veronica Tolentino,
Union County Vo-Tech, Scotch
Plains; Emily Aschenbach, Union
County Vo-Tech, Scotch Plains;
Brian Fischer, Union County Vo-
Tech, Scotch Plains; Louis
Rodriquez, Hillcrest Academy,
Scotch Plains; Gabby Aragona, Lam-
berts Mill Academy, Westfield; Julia
Godbee, Edison Intermediate,
Westfield.

For information about the Teen
Arts program, contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs at (908) 558-2550. NJ
Relay service users should call 7-1-
1 or e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

A STYLING 75TH…The Westfield Community Players Board enjoys a festive
evening late last month to celebrate 75 years of the community theater’s existence.
Pictured, from left to right, are: back row, Joanne Lemenille, Jessica Foerst,
Barbara Ruban, Naomi Yablonsky, Lucille Bills, Victor Cenci and Gail Smith;
front row, Letty Hudak, Joyce Nowlin and Bill McMeekan.

WF Community Players
Celebrate 75th Anniversary
WESTFIELD – Westfield Com-

munity Players (WCP) celebrated its
75th year of live community theatre
by hosting a fundraising Costume
Soirée in late November.

The WCP Activities Committee,
chaired by Naomi Yablonsky, trans-
formed the theatre into a theatrically
themed cabaret, complete with red,
black and white decorations, festive
balloons and centerpieces, which
were courtesy of The Party Stop.

Costumed guests mingled and
nibbled on delicious hors d’œuvre
and exchanged memories of past pro-
ductions, while enjoying live perfor-
mances by pianist Skip Ungar, a
cappella group Random Thoughts and
singer John Schweska who was ac-
companied by WCP President Joanne
Lemenille on piano.

Westfield restaurants 16 Prospect
Bistro, SweetWaters and Mama Lou’s
donated gift certificates, which de-
lighted the lucky raffle winners who

received them. Decorated gift bas-
kets were awarded to the guests voted
as having the best overall, most theat-
rical and most creative costumes.

Ms. Lemenille, in her remarks to
the partygoers, thanked the sponsors
and contributors to the evening, and
noted that the proceeds will help keep
the theater in good shape for the next
75 years. Special thanks were given
to the planning committee and the
WCP board for their continued sup-
port.

All proceeds will benefit the
Westfield Community Players Build-
ing Fund, to be used for numerous
necessary capital improvements. The
Building Fund donation campaign is
ongoing; checks may be made pay-
able to Westfield Community Players
and sent to the theater, at 1000 North
Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey
07090. See
westfieldcommunityplayers.org for
additional details.

American Songbook Rings
In the New Year for WSO

WESTFIELD – On Thursday,
December 31, at 7 p.m., under the
baton of Maestro David Wroe, the
fully professional Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) again
presents one of New Jersey’s most
popular New Year’s Eve musical
celebrations.

This year’s performance, THE
GREAT AMERICAN
SONGBOOK, promises a superb
revue of American musical theater
classics presented in symphonic
splendor.

The concert has become a music
event anticipated by much of cen-
tral New Jersey. This year’s lineup
reads like a “Who’s Who” of the
best of American musical theater.
Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern, Rich-
ard Rodgers and Oscar
Hammerstein, as well as Stephen
Sondheim, John Kander and Fred
Ebb are just some of the composers
celebrated in the show, which also
features international guest vocal-
ists direct from the Broadway stage.

THE GREAT AMERICAN
SONGBOOK gives insight into the
wacky, the tender, the comic, and
the tragic elements of musical
theater. An event for the whole
family, this is a friendly cabaret–
style concert for adults to reminisce
to songs they all know, for kids to
enjoy some of the more peculiar

characters to grace Broadway’s
stage and for all to revel in the
musical genius of some of America’s
finest musical theater composers
and professional performers.

The concert will take place in the
newly refurbished Westfield High
School auditorium, located at 550
Dorian Road in Westfield, and will
finish at approximately 9 p.m.

The WSO recommends that audi-
ence members make reservations as
soon as possible, as last year’s con-
cert was a sellout. Tickets in ad-
vance are $35 for general admis-
sion and $65 for preferred seating
($40 and $70 at the door, if avail-
able.)

Tickets may be purchased directly
from the WSO by calling (908) 232-
9400 or visiting the office at 224
East Broad Street in Westfield. Tick-
ets are also available from The Town
Bookstore in Westfield, Martin Jew-
elers in Cranford and Paperfolio in
Summit.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and ½ popcorns

Moments of great truth partially
compensate for the plodding pre-
dictability of director Kirk Jones’s
Everybody’s Fine, a remake of
Giuseppe Tornatore’s Stanno Tutti
Bene (1990). But if your interest is
prompted by the TV ads, beware.
While marketed as a dramedy, there’s
more dram here than edy. The few
laughs are those of harsh realization.

Robert De Niro is widower Frank
Goode, a variation on the working
class hero Billy Joel lionizes in “Allen-
town.” Having spent a lifetime fash-
ioning telephone wire coating to sup-
port home, hearth and his take on the
American dream, he has damaged his
health in the process. PVC, you know.
But that’s OK, figures Frank. His kids
are all successful.

Curious thing, though. About eight
months after his wife’s passing, he
happily preps for an en masse visit
by the brood. There’s Rosie, the
dancer played by Drew Barrymore;
Amy, the Chicago advertising wiz
portrayed by Kate Beckinsale; sym-
phony conductor Robert, acted by
Sam Rockwell, and David, the New
York City artist. One by one they
cancel.

Now, Frank really shouldn’t travel.
Doctor’s orders are to just putter in
his Elmira, N.Y., garden. But the guy
is determined to see his kids. And
although he opts for mass transit
rather than a big RV, his embarking
on the road to find out, as Cat Stevens
would put it, is similar in ethos to the
trip undertaken by Jack Nicholson
in About Schmidt (2002).

There are places to go and people
to see, all of them potential sounding
boards for the world according to
Frank. Like many folks who’ve
reached a certain age, he needs to
impart. There is rationalization to
relate. Pointing out the window at
the wire he protected from the ele-
ments, he regales other passengers
with why and how he did it his way.

All of which gives Mr. De Niro,
after a spate of mostly box office
fluff, an opportunity to show that he
still has the stuff of greatness. Not
that the lead performance is entirely
stellar. But, like the film itself, his
evocation of one man’s raison d’etre
musters patent honesty. We like
Frank, and worry both about his
health and what he might discover.

The first unannounced stop is the
artist David’s digs. But a knock
brings no answer at the walk-up
apartment. Frank slides an envelope
under the door. And while despon-
dent that he missed his youngest, he
is nonetheless heartened by the
prominent window position his son’s

Everybody’s Fine:
Relatively Speaking

painting occupies in an art galley
downstairs. Oh well, on to the next
child.

Thus, each leg of the journey of-
fers Frank a chance to commune
with his fellow man, a device that
essentially serves as a chorus to the
plot. But the screenplay, which bor-
rows several notions from Harry and
Tonto (1974), the modern granddad
of the genre, shares neither the philo-
sophical commitment nor the great
characterizations of that classic.

For those who share with me and
my dear departed Yorkie, Muffin,
the sheer joy of going for a ride, note
that we are teased with that vicari-
ous possibility. But director Jones
skimps in the travelogue and sociol-
ogy departments. There are no
breathtaking vistas or personae ap-
proximating the wit and fascination
of a Chief Dan George to help the
cause.

As it stands, the trek is used to
perfunctorily move the story along,
rather than as an engaging sub-plot
unto itself. Likewise, ancillary per-
sonalities are only aboard to hear
and react to Frank’s musings. Com-
pelling undertones to supplement his
travail don’t exist. A resulting lack
of fluidity makes the film seem longer
than one hundred minutes.

On the positive side, the dearth of
interesting side business chillingly
but informingly isolates Frank from
the perceptions he has heretofore
held as true. For the fact is, things are
not exactly the way his heartfelt
wishes made them seem. Half-truths
pepper some rather unsettling actu-
alities for this blue-collar cousin of
Arthur Miller’s Willy Loman.

The rub is, Mom knew the skinny
all along. So, in mining these divul-
gences about his children, it is ap-
parent Frank was also clueless about
the complete dynamics of his mar-
riage, and therefore, his life in gen-
eral. With his very being seeking
new definition, the question now
becomes, how will Frank Goode di-
gest and adjust to his new world?

Though he is flawed to a fault, we
are invested in Frank’s humanity.
Pity is, the kids are little more than
shadows, mere caricatures in ser-
vice of the protagonist. Without dra-
matic complement or a script that
allows Mr. De Niro to forsake the
derivative saga and save the day with
a show-stealing character study,
Everybody’s Fine is just fair to
middlin’.

* * *
Everybody’s Fine, rated PG-13, is

a Miramax Films release directed by
Kirk Jones and stars Robert De Niro,
Drew Barrymore and Sam Rockwell.
Running time: 100 minutes.

WSO Nominated for
People’s Choice Award

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) has
reached the final shortlist in the Or-
chestra category of the NJ Arts
People’s Choice Awards.

The Jersey Arts Marketers (JAM),
a regional network of cultural institu-
tions throughout the state, nominated
its peers for the online poll, with the
provision that they could not nomi-
nate themselves. Those receiving the
highest number of nominations in
each category were identified, and
the WSO made it onto the final
shortlist.

People’s Choice Awards are designed
to reveal New Jersey’s favorite arts
organizations. The public votes via an
online poll, which will determine the
winners. The WSO encourages all
Westfield residents, as well as those in
surrounding towns, to support its bid to
triumph in the Orchestra category.

The online poll is not considered
scientific, nor does it intend to make

any evaluations as to artistic excel-
lence; instead, it is designed to give
the public a voice in determining the
most popular arts institutions in New
Jersey.

“It’s all in good fun,” said WSO
Music Director David Wroe, “Still,
we would love to win recognition and
hope that our audiences and friends
from Westfield and beyond will get
behind us. It means a lot to both us
and our community.”

Members of the public have until
midnight, January 19, 2010, to cast
their ballots. To vote for WSO in the
Orchestra category, go to
westfieldsymphony.org and click on
the People’s Choice Award ballot icon.

Voters will also have the opportu-
nity to vote in other arts categories,
and five lucky voters will be selected
at random to receive the items of their
choice from the jerseyarts.com online
store. Winners will be announced on
jerseyarts.com on January 28, 2010.
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The Versatile Candy Cane,
A Holiday Favorite

By JAYNE BOOK SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s that time of the year again. The
temperature is dropping,
the stores are bustling with
busy shoppers, festive
decorations adorn our
downtown streets, and there
is just a general feeling of
cheer in the air.

Many symbols are asso-
ciated with the joy of the
season. One favorite has
long been the candy cane
or the peppermint stick.
Much controversy sur-
rounds the historical ori-
gins of this confection.

Some people believe it
has religious significance
and thus have assigned symbolic mean-
ings to the shape and to the red stripes.
Others feel that is was simply used as
tool to keep the children happily quiet
during religious ceremonies.

The one definite is that the original
confection was a straight, not a curved,
piece of pure white peppermint-fla-
vored candy.

According to legend, the possibil-
ity exists that the candy cane was
conceived by an employee of a New
Jersey candy shop. That story tells of
an employer who was looking for a
new type of sweet to promote busi-
ness. By lightly melting peppermint,
a new sensation was born.

Originally white, and then red- and
white-striped, candy canes today are
produced in a variety of colors. Both
the vibrant colors and the shape con-
tribute to its appeal.

No matter what its origins, it is a
fact that it has become a much-loved
candy and holiday decoration as well.
The versatile candy cane can be
twisted into various forms of confec-
tions. Candy-cane cookies are one
example.

The cookie is relatively easy to
prepare by rolling out and twisting
cookie dough, one white strand and
the other colored red with a little red
food color. Form the dough into a
lower case “J.”

A basic cake of any kind is trans-
formed into a candy cane when baked
in a “J-shaped” cake mold and frosting
alternate thick stripes of red and white.

Why not, then, make miniature cup-
cakes, frost them with vanilla frost-
ing, stripe them with a little red frost-
ing and place them on a platter in the
shape of a “J”? It’s so simple that the
kids will not only love devouring

them but also will enjoy helping to
make them.

Miniature tubes of red frosting were
used to stripe these cup-
cakes baked in mini muffin
tins. The same affect can
be accomplished using
standard size cupcakes.

Mini cupcakes can be
used to create many ob-
jects for the season and all
year long. Numbers, let-
ters, religious symbols and
geometric shapes are just
some of the many possi-
bilities.

Here are two holiday
recipes, one for cookie
dough and the other for
mini cupcakes. Happy

Holidays!

PEPPERMINT COOKIES
*This is a basic sugar cookie recipe with a

little mint added

INGREDIENTS
1 cup butter, softened

1 ¼ cup sugar
2 teaspoons peppermint extract

1 egg
½ teaspoon salt

3 cups flour

Cream the butter and sugar. Add
the peppermint, egg, salt and the flour
in small increments. Mix until well
blended. Separate into two parts. Add
red food color until desired red is
achieved to one batch. Form two balls,
wrap in plastic wrap and chill for at
least 30 minutes. Take one tablespoon
from each ball. Roll out into equal
size ropes. Twist the dough ropes to
resemble candy canes. Repeat until
all the dough is used. Bake at 375
degrees in a preheated oven for ap-
proximately 10 minutes.

P’MINT CUPCAKES
*This is a basic 1-2-3-4 cake with pepper-

mint added

INGREDIENTS
1 cup butter (melted)

1 cup milk
2 cups sugar

2 teaspoons baking powder
2 teaspoons peppermint extract

3 cups flour
4 eggs

Combine all ingredients in a large
bowl. Spoon 1 tablespoon of batter
into greased or mini cupcake papered
tins. Bake for 30 minutes Add a ¼
teaspoon peppermint extract to your
favorite white frosting.

Yield: 48 mini cupcakes

Peppermint Cupcakes

Hours:  Mon. - Fri. 9:00 - 5:30 • Sat. 9:00 - 5:00

Visit us on the web: www.christoffersflowers.com

100s OF GIFTS FROM $5 TO $55 +

ONE CONVENIENT STOP

ANNUAL W.B.G.O. COAT DRIVE

NOW THRU JANUARY 20TH.

ORNAMENTS, HOLIDAY CANDLES, SANTAS...

BEAUTIFUL FRESH ARRANGEMENTS

FREE GIFT WRAPPING AND PARKING

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

Flowers, Silks, Gifts

and Greeting Cards


