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VENEZIA, MARKOWSKI, KNISELY NAMED CAPTAINS

Lady Blue Devils Anticipate
Competitive Season in Hoops

HENRY, BARBER, JENNINGS NAMED TRI-CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Wrestlers May Be
Much Better Than Expected

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Having graduated a very heavily
senior-dominated team that claimed
the District 11 championship and fin-
ished with a 16-2 record, the most
wins in school history, many would
have thought that this year’s Westfield
High School wrestling team would
suffer the growing pains of a rebuild-
ing season.

Although there will be some grow-
ing pains, the Blue Devils may not be
a pushover after all. With 42 wres-
tlers in the room and with the guid-
ance of five strong veterans, there
should be a lot of growth throughout
the season.

“We want to, obviously, have the
individual advance at the end of the

year, but I think we do have a team
here,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Glen Kurz. “The expectations, based
on what we graduated, are probably
pretty low for what we do in terms of
wins and losses, but I think we are
going to be a better team than people
are going to give us credit for. The
kids we are putting out on the mat are
solid.”

Veteran seniors Brian Henry and
Ryan Jennings, and junior Christian
Barber have been named team cap-
tains. With the additional technical
experience that sophomores Troy
Skibitsky and Mike Kalimtzis bring
to the table, a rapid learning experi-
ence could be in store for the newer
wrestlers.

Barber won the district tournament
at 130 his freshman season and cap-
tured the 135-lb crown last year. He

also came a takedown interpretation
away from qualifying for Atlantic
City and finished with a 27-6 record
to bring his two-year total to 44-15.
Barber is expected to compete at 140-
lbs.

Skibitsky placed second in the dis-
trict at 112-lbs after dropping a 7-5,
overtime decision to then undefeated
Cranford Cougar Joe Giaccio. He won
his first bout in the Region 3 Tourna-
ment and finished with a 25-9 record.
Skibitsky is expected to wrestle 125.

Despite weighing in at around 97
pounds all season, Kalimtzis used his
vast knowledge of wrestling skills to
place second in the district and finish
with a 21-9 record. Now, he actually
had to cut a few pounds to get to the
weight class, so he is expected to be

even more successful.
Last year, Henry came on like

gangbusters toward the end of the
season and stunned former District
11 and Union County champ Mike
Ridge (Scotch Plains-Fanwood) in
the 145-lb semis. He placed second in
the district and finished 13-12. He is
expected to remain at 145. Jennings
wrestled behind Barber last year and
will compete at 135-lbs.

Senior Bill Kim will remain at 171-
lbs, senior Chris Tomasso will com-
pete at 160, junior Erik Gozdieski
will wrestle at 152 and sophomore
Kevin Cascillo will compete at 130.
Some weight classes will be vacant
for the first portion of the season.

“The kids, who have returned with

experience, like Barber, Kalimtzis,
Skibitsky and Henry are wrestling a
lot better than they were at the end of
last year,” coach Kurz said. “The kids,
who weren’t big names but were in
the varsity lineup, have made big
strides. Last year, we counted on Bill
Kim to minimize damage. I think we
are going to be able to count on him to
score positive points this year. We are
going to be able to get Chris Tomasso,
Ryan Jennings, those kids to score
positive points. Kevin Cascillo is go-
ing to improve a lot as the season goes
on. We are going to be a better team in
February than we are right now.”

A very welcome addition to the
team has been an athletic freshmen
class that has been introduced to an
atmosphere of serious wrestling.

“We are going to
have some fun, be-
cause the work ethic
that we have been
developing over the
past year just con-
tinues to get better,”
coach Kurz said.
“These kids are
working as hard as
any group I’ve had.
The new kids are
picking things up
faster. The group of
freshmen is by far
the best group of ath-
letes that I’ve seen
in the room. Last
year’s group of se-
niors were awesome
kids. They were not
athletes.”

The Blue Devils’
schedule has been
bolstered quite a bit
with the addition of
p o w e r h o u s e s
Brearley, Roselle
Park, Livingston
and Somerville.

“It’s a good thing
for us. We would
waste our time go-
ing to Newark East

Side and Shabazz,” commented coach
Kurz. “I would much rather go to
Roselle Park and Brearley, and maybe
lose, but we are going to get better. I
am all for this new schedule.”

Westfield will open its season at
the Nutley Tournament on Saturday,
December 19.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Some changes have been made in the
schedule, since the dissolving of the
Watchung Conference at the end of the
previous school year, but the Westfield
High School girls basketball team is
excited with the change and look for-
ward to a very competitive season.

Shabazz, Newark East Side, Kearny
and East Side are no longer on the
schedule. Instead, the Blue Devils
have picked up a pair of games with
Summit and Rahway and another with
Governor Livingston to go with a
very tough early-season game with
North Hunterdon.

“It’s going to be interesting because
we are playing Summit [and] North
Hunterdon. It’s going to be nice. It
gives us more of a variety,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Joe Marino said.

In fact, unlike the 23-point thrash-
ing they experienced last December
from North Hunterdon, the Blue Dev-
ils gave the third-seeded Lady Lions
all they could handle in a narrow loss
in the first round of the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 Tournament last
year to finish their season, 15-10.

“That was one of the best games we

played all year,” coach Marino said.
“What was nice was we did play toe-
to-toe with them until the end then we
had people get in foul trouble. That’s
what pretty much cost us the game.”

The Blue Devils did win the
Watchung Conference National Di-
vision title, but as defending Union
County Tournament (UCT) champs,
suffered a shocking 48-46, overtime
loss to Elizabeth in the first round of
the UCT.

“The girls want to be there again,”
coach Marino said. “We are hoping to
make it toward the finals in the coun-
ties and be competitive in the states.
We are well rounded. We have a great
bunch of kids. They are great to coach.”

Leading the way this year are se-
nior Tri-Captains Diana Venezia,
Amanda Markowski and Anne
Knisely. Last year, Venezia scored
245 points and led the team with 174
rebounds and 22 blocked shots.

“Diana was playing in the post po-
sition. This year we are moving her to
the forward position,” coach Marino
pointed out. “She has an outstanding
shot on the outside. She has matured
a lot. We are expecting a lot from her.”

Markowski will start at guard, as

will junior Danielle Miller.
“I am very pleased with Amanda.

She also has the speed, as well as shoot-
ing the shots from the outside. Danielle
sets the table. She looks for other people
on the court,” coach Marino said.

Knisely, who was very effective un-
der the boards, will work the center
position with seniors Gabby Cerami,
Nikki Aronson and Sarah Nelson, who
also were very effective under the boards.

Junior forward Katie Ponce, a two-
year letterperson, mixed it up well
and had good vision to be second in
assists with 59 last year. She scored
120 points, while pulling 72 rebounds
and snatching 39 steals.

“Katie is more of a slasher-type of
player,” coach Marino said. “Her
speed is awesome. She will be slash-
ing to the basket, as well as shooting
nice jump shots from the outside.”

Senior Nicole Bilaca is expected to
be a forward and junior Jesse Mondon
will play the guard position.

After opening at home against Lin-
den tomorrow, December 18, the Blue
Devils will travel to North Hunterdon
on Monday, December 21, then com-
pete in the Ridge Tournament on Sat-
urday, December 26.

COLDWELL BANKER
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Whether wowing the audience with his singing or dazzling his real estate 
clients with his knowledge of the market, John Demarco always knows how 
to please his adoring fans. A veteran in Plainfield, Westfield, Scotch Plains, 
Fanwood, Mountainside, Cranford and Somerset County real estate since 
1983, John continues to give a winning performance when it comes to his 
expert service and results with more than $200 million in closed sales.

His dedication to providing the utmost quality service and marketing of 
residential and commercial properties has earned John membership among Coldwell Banker’s 
International President’s Elite (top 1% sales associates worldwide), as well as the company’s Hall 
of Fame and Distinguished Sales Club. He has also been a multi-time Gold Level member of the 
New Jersey Association of Realtors® Million Dollar Club and additionally holds the professional 
designation of Certified Relocation Specialist.

John’s love of people and properties shows through in his work and greatly endears him to all his 
clients. Besides the serious business of buying and selling real estate, which he handles with great 
flair, he also injects a sense of fun and humor into the process to alleviate stress, and make the 
experience enjoyable.

John Demarco, Sales Associate
Westfield East | 209 Central Ave | Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: (908) 233-5555 | Direct: (908) 301-2031 | Cell: (908) 377-7181
John.Demarco@ColdwellBankerMoves.com
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Congratulations November
Associates of the month!

Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
(973) 543-2552
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Kimberley Haley
#1 Sales Associate

Frank Isoldi
#2 Broker/Sales Associate

Lisa Stafford
#3 Sales Associate

Some of your neighbors are our best producers!

Expect the Best from your 
Real Estate Professional

Harriet Lifson
Sales Associate

“ Serving the Discerning Buyer and Seller  
 with a Commitment to Customer Service”

Office: (908)-233-5555
Direct: (908)-301-2046  Cell: (973)-202-5380
Email: harriet.lifson@CBMoves.com

 
 

Westfield East Office 
209 Central Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090 
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WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555
COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2008
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

JAYNE BERNSTEIN
Sales Associate

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

151 Wild Hedge Lane, Mountainside $1,750,000
BUILD YOUR DREAM ON 1.1 ACRES! Elegant Homes by Ralph
Rapuano and Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage announce a
rare opportunity to create a custom home in an incredible setting:
1.1 acre of secluded property set in a clearing in the woods on a
serene private lane. Meet with the builder and customize you own
plan starting at 4,000 sq.ft. (Rendering for display only).

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006-2008
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2008

www.frankdisoldi.com
© 2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.

 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

email: isre@aol.com
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

1914 Grandview Avenue, Westfield $699,900

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

Newly constructed Colonial with attractive front porch and open floor
plan including a Living Room; Formal Dining Room; gourmet Eat-in-
Kitchen, w/granite counters, center island and spacious pantry, open to
Family Room w/fireplace. The second floor offers 4 Bedrooms including
Master Bedroom. The finished basement with full bath completes this
very comfortable home. Great opportunity to own new in Westfield!

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PREPARING FOR ANOTHER GOOD SEASON…Senior captains Diana Venezia, left, and Amanda Markowski, along
with Anne Knisely, are expected to lead the Blue Devil girls basketball team to another successful season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO LEAD BY EXAMPLE…Five talented Blue Devil matmen are ready to lead by example.
Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Troy Skibitsky and Mike Kalimtzis; back row, Brian Henry,
Ryan Jennings and Christian Barber.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Mary McEnerney has been a mainstay and top achiever in the Westfield, 
NJ real estate market for over 30 years. A 35 year resident, Mary has 
sold more than $300 million in real estate in the Westfield area. As such, 
she has seen the real estate market survive through good times and bad.

Throughout her career, Mary has been the repeated recipient of the New 
Jersey Association of Realtors® Circle of Excellence Sales Award (1997-2007) as well as a 
Circle of Excellence Gold award winner every year for the same time period. She has always 
ranked among the Top Producers in her office, the #1 Coldwell Banker office in the New 
York Metro area for 20 years and counting. Holding Senior Real Estate Specialist (SRES), 
Relocation Specialist, Certified Residential Specialist (CRS), and Graduate of the Real Estate 
Institute (GRI) designations, Mary is also among a select group of Previews® Specialists 
in New Jersey.

“Mary possesses warmth, compassion and knowledge that are truly incomparable. It is 
no wonder that 90 percent of Mary’s business comes from referral-based relationships. 
Considering herself more a counselor than a salesperson, she has in her career achieved 
coveted awards that attest to the attentiveness of her service, and the quality of her 
results,” said Michael Scott, Manager.

Mary McEnerney, Sales Associate
Westfield East | 209 Central Ave | Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: (908) 233-5555 | Direct: (908) 301-2052 | Cell: (908) 578-8198
Mary.McEnerney@ColdwellBankerMoves.com
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