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SPF-HS Graduate Cmdr. Hopkins
Discusses His Service in Uganda
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Trains with Japanese Defense Forces
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CAMP CHITOSE, HOKKAIDO, JA-
PAN – Col. Magnanini: Soldiers from the
New York Army National Guard’s 42nd
Infantry Division and supporting com-
mands deployed here to Northern Japan
for the annual bilateral command post
training exercise Yama Sakura alongside
partners from the Japan Ground Self De-
fense Forces (JGSDF).

The JGSDF Northern Army hosts the
exercise, which includes representatives
of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines,
Army Reserve and Army National Guard
units from more than a dozen states be-
sides New York.

Deployed to Japan for the overseas
training is Lieutenant Colonel Robert A.
Magnanini, assigned to the 42nd Infantry
Division Tactical Command Post #2.
Magnanini is from Westfield and is the
personnel officer.

“This exercise proves the strength of
the long-standing relationship between
the U.S. and Japan,” said Lt. Gen. Ben-
jamin Mixon, commanding general,
United States Army, Pacific.

“In order to further improve our bilat-
eral response capabilities,” said Lt. Gen.
Takeshi Sakai, commanding general of
the JGSDF Northern Army, “I request
that you all make coordination between
our forces and make bold, daring attempts
to meet new challenges without fear of
mistakes.”

“We will prepare ourselves for future
threats and enhance our relationship, as

well as gain a greater understanding of
civil-military operations,” concluded
Mixon.

More than 5,700 personnel will par-
ticipate in the exercise. Yama Sakura,
which means “mountain cherry blossom,”
is an annual joint and combined full-
spectrum training exercise. Supporting
the 42nd Infantry Division in Japan are
approximately 120 Soldiers with an addi-
tional 50 soldiers deployed to Fort Lewis,
Wash. for exercise support.

Since its start in 1982, Yama Sakura
has focused on the refinement of bilateral
planning, coordination and
interoperability.

The exercise has four objectives: the
exchange of ideas, techniques, and mili-
tary experience; training U.S. forces for
deployment to Japan; the exercise of JSDF
and U.S. forces in the defense of Japan,
and preparation of USARPAC forces for
combined, multi-national and joint full-
spectrum operations.

The unit was expected to return home
to New York on December 15.

For more information about Yama
Sakura 57, visit the N.Y. National Guard
website at dmna.state.ny.us.

Teachers’ Unions Only Care About
Power Over Politicians, Not Kids

Letters to the Editor

Since the process of approving school
district budgets will start soon, I noticed
with interest a recent article in The Weekly
Standard describing the failure of Con-
gress to reauthorize a federal program
that gives low-income students in the
District of Columbia a choice to attend
private schools with the help of federal
tuition payment vouchers. The District of
Columbia is in the unfortunate position of
being governed directly by Congress.
(That is one of the limited powers of
Congress enumerated in Article II of our
Constitution.)

Over 3,300 poor students have been
able to attend private schools through the
federally funded voucher program. The
program provides vouchers for only a
part of private school tuition, not all of the
tuition. Students are not forced to partici-
pate; rather they can choose to do so in
order to get a better education and a more
solid footing to get ahead in life through
their own hard work going to school and
doing their homework.

The program embodies the best values
of America; the government gives people
who choose to participate a helping hand
that they can use, with hard work, to get a
leg up and have a better life. Unfortu-
nately though, this choice will soon be
taken away. The program expires this
year and has not been re-authorized by
Congress, even though it has had demon-
strable success in providing a better edu-
cation for the students who are lucky
enough to get into the program. So many
parents are desperate to get their children
into the program that there is a lottery to
get in.

The National Education Association
(NEA), which is the primary teachers’
union and lobbying group, has made it
clear to congressmen and senators that
the NEA does not approve of the program
and will work against any congressman
and senator who votes for it. Both Senator
Menendez and Senator Lautenberg are
anti-choice, at least when it comes to low-
income D.C. residents having a choice to
attend better schools. Earlier this year,
they both joined most other democratic
senators and voted against re-authorizing
the program.

The NEA and the American Federa-
tion of Teachers combined gave over $57
million in federal and state campaign
contributions in the 2008 election cycle.
The Center for Responsive Politics and
the National Institute on Money in State

Politics recently released data showing
that these two groups gave more money to
politicians than AT&T, Goldman Sachs,
Wal-Mart, Microsoft, General Electric,
Chevron, Pfizer, Morgan Stanley,
Lockheed Martin, FedEx, Boeing, Merrill
Lynch, ExxonMobil, Lehman Brothers
and Walt Disney combined. Yes, that’s
right; more than all of these big corpora-
tions combined.

We’ve heard a lot of bombast from
Washington lately on how evil some of
our corporations are because they make
profits. Oil companies, and financial and
insurance companies in particular have
been singled out as not making their fair
share of sacrifices for the public good and
that they ought to be subject to windfall
profit taxes so their money can be given to
people to pay their monthly household
bills. This is pretty much a direct quote
from candidate Obama last year.

What we haven’t heard is any com-
plaints about how much money – not to
mention time given making phone calls
and get-out-the vote efforts – unions,
lobbyists and political action committees
funnel into political campaigns to influ-
ence public policies — policies which
more often than not benefit only them, do
not represent traditional American values
and cost taxpayers money.

So, as we will shortly be asked to
approve what will undoubtedly be larger
school district budgets and higher real
estate taxes, we should keep in mind that
our unionized teachers pay dues every
month to the NEA and the AFT, and that
the teachers’ unions don’t seem to have
the best interests of students at heart.
Instead, what the teachers’ unions care
about is maintaining their political power
over politicians of all stripes who all too
often follow their marching orders and
put party politics and ideology ahead of
traditional American values and the inter-
ests of the people.

Richard Fortunato
Scotch Plains

KITGUM, Uganda – When a Scotch
Plains native stepped onto the orange-red
soil of this Central African nation, he
could have been walking into a National
Geographic special presentation. Sur-
rounded by Africans living in grass-roofed
mud huts that dotted the countryside, 550
American military members would bring
modern medical science and rebuild run-
down schools.

Navy Cmdr. Dennis Hopkins, a 1983
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, recently spent a couple of weeks
here supporting a military exercise that
focused on humanitarian assistance to local
Ugandans, along with cooperation between
American troops and five area countries.
Exercise Natural Fire 10 created friends and
partners from the nations of Burundi, Kenya,
Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda and the United
States in a remote, austere region of North-
ern Uganda, just south of Sudan.

Cmdr. Hopkins is a dentist with the 4th
Dental Battalion, 14th Dental Company,
Fort Dix, N.J. He came to this country to
share his technical expertise.

“I am here to provide dental care to
people who would otherwise not be able to
receive it,” said Cmdr. Hopkins. The exer-
cise was led by U.S. Army Africa, but
American participants included soldiers,
sailors, airmen and Marines from all over
the globe. Exercise highlights included
American doctors, nurses, pharmacists and
dentists working side-by-side with Afri-
can partner militaries and providing care
to more than 12,000 local Ugandans.

Two local schools and a hospital had
construction renovation
projects completed by U.S.
Navy construction special-
ists. American Marines
taught African armies non-
lethal tactics such as crowd
control, shared weaponry
and practiced peacekeeping
operations.

Cmdr. Hopkins and his
American colleagues
gained experience and
learned about Africans in
this remote place.

“Providing care to citi-
zens of poorer countries
helps form a trust and build
a bond that is necessary to maintain peace,”

said Cmdr. Hopkins.
The United States Africa Command

and its subordinate command U.S. Army
Africa are available to deploy to Africa in
support of a crisis. They exist to promote
security, stability and peace in Africa. In
recent years, Uganda has been subjected
to armed fighting among hostile ethnic
groups, rebels, armed gangs, militias and
various government forces that extend
across its borders.

Uganda is a host to hundreds of thou-
sands of regional refugees. Exercise offi-
cials said the exercise partner nations
have extremely capable military organi-
zations and that American and African
militaries are actively learning from each
other. Through experiences here, Cmdr.
Hopkins developed his own impressions
of Ugandan culture.

“Uganda’s people are very friendly,
but they are in great need of health care,”
said Cmdr. Hopkins.

Cmdr. Hopkins arrived in Africa with
expertise based on his military career. He
has completed 22 years of military ser-
vice. Although the backdrop to this mili-
tary exercise conjures visions of a place
fit for a safari, the Americans who made
their way to this remote African location
were much more likely to see a sick child,
a hammer or a defensive shield than a
monkey. But by helping locals who may
know where those monkeys are, a
strengthened cooperation between
peoples may help keep the region safe and
free, for those who prefer to enjoy its
natural beauty.

Garwood Lions Thank
Generous Public

The members of the Garwood Lions
Club would like to express our sincere
appreciation to everyone who supported
our recent Pancake Breakfast fundraising
event. Your continued generosity makes
it possible for Lions Clubs to not only
provide assistance with vision-related
projects but also with local youth activi-
ties as well.

We also want to thank our non-mem-
ber volunteer workers who show up every
year giving their personal time to man the
griddles – keeping the supply of pan-
cakes, sausage and bacon coming until
the last patron is served.

And, finally, a very special thank you
goes out to the owners and staff of the
Westwood for providing us with not only
a wonderful venue but also for their will-
ingness to go the extra mile assisting us in
overcoming some unexpected obstacles
this year.

We wish everyone a healthy and happy
New Year.

Pat Quattrocchi
Garwood Lions Club

Thanks to Those In The
Holiday Concert

On behalf of the Westfield Recreation
Department, I would like to thank Dr.
Thomas Connors and the Westfield Com-
munity Concert Band along with Kristine
Smith-Morasso, Kenneth Horn and the
Edison Intermediate Broadway Singers
for participating in our 19th annual Holi-
day Concert held on December 9, at Edison
Intermediate School.

We had over 150 people come out and
enjoy what was an entertaining evening
of beautiful songs and sounds performed
by The Community Concert Band and
The Edison Broadway Singers. It was a
perfect way to begin the holiday season!

Once again, thank you all for such a
wonderful performance. I look forward
to working with you again next year.
Happy Chanukah, Happy Kwanzaa and
Merry Christmas to all!

Traci Kastner
Program Coordinator

Westfield Recreation Department

GOOD DEEDS…Eagle Scout Candidate John Lizzo (front center) with fellow
troop 77 scouts and friends installed six bike racks at Tamaques park on
November 28. There are now bike racks at the pavillion and at all the baseball
fields. Pictured are: Kendall Reid, Scoutmaster Steve Reid, Nick Roth, Geoffery
Ko, Alex Cruz, Evan Cordero, Paul Lizzo, Matt Gates, Assistant Scoutmaster
Dean Roth, Andy Xu, Corey Lipschutz and Neil Haggerty.

Uganda

What’s Hot, What’s New, and What’s Happening!

What’s New is the awesome line up of furniture that just came in for kids.  The

Bedroom Expo has it going on with everything from super cool space saver

beds in all colors and woods, to bunk beds, loft beds with stairs, captains beds,

trundle beds, sleigh beds, cottage beds, you name it we have it.  On top of that

we have our own line of furniture that is all hardwood oak or birch, dovetailed

drawers, roller guides, and extra thick drawer sides and bottoms designed to

last a lifetime.  Items such as computer desks in all sizes, bookcases, storage

beds, bunks, and over 100 other cabinets available.  The custom line also boasts

20 different stains, painted finishes, or distressed finishes.  Where do you get

these kinds of choices in today’s market at a fair price?

What’s Hot is The Bedroom Expo on Rt. 22, Center Isle in Union, N.J.  We have

everything you’ve always wanted in bedroom furniture for all ages, youth, teen,

and adult. With new collections arriving weekly, this is truly the store to shop.

What makes us so different from other stores stands out right away.  It’s our

philosophy of doing business.   The Bedroom Expo is on the rise and gaining

satisfied customers at a rapid pace.  Our work ethic is to do the right thing for

each and every customer on a one by one basis.  Our staff is not pushy and

won’t sell you additional products and services that you don’t need.  Integrity

is what we show day in and day out.  We offer free layout and design services,

free in home visits, free one year in home service on purchases, complimen-

tary beverages and candy for you and your family while you shop, quick deliv-

ery, and professional in home installation.  Integrity with our customers pre-

vails day in and day out.

What’s Happening now is The Bedroom Expo is opening up to the public their

Preferred Customer Sale, which is usually limited to existing customers or their

family and friends.  All items in the store are reduced in price, factory rebates

are being offered by many of the vendors, and to help with money around the

holidays….No Interest, No Payment financing plans are available.  So come

on...visit The Bedroom Expo, you will be pleasantly surprised.

2725 Route 22 (center island) Union, NJ

908-206-1505 • www.thebedroomexpo.com

Correction
The H1N1 clinic held last weekend

by the Westfield Regional Health
Department took place in Roselle
Park.

Devoted to only Bedroom Furniture for Youth, Teen and Adults

Brand names as well as our

own line of quality furniture

Dedicated to bringing a lifetime of

memories to your home

Our approach focuses on high quality

furniture, superior construction, backed

by the highest level of customer care

Free two year in home
warranty with this ad!!!

Visit us at 2725 Route 22 (center island)

Union, NJ • 908-206-1505

www.thebedroomexpo.com


