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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733
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County Animal Control Facility Is
Welcome Idea if Cost Effective

Union County seems to be moving forward on
establishing a countywide animal control facility to be
used by its 21 municipalities. The idea sounds good and
there certainly is a need. The challenge for the county
is to keep costs under control. We hope that, in the end,
the proposed $6.5 million facility, to be built in Spring-
field, does not end up costing our towns more than they
are already paying individually for this service.

Animal control costs for our towns have been sky-
rocketing in recent years and fewer companies are
available to provide the service. There used to be
several companies that provided these services, but
lately, Newark-based Associated Humane Societies
(AHS) has been the only game in town. The 21 Union
County municipalities shelled out a combined $1.3
million in 2008 for animal control services. The costs
seem destined to rise every year and more companies
do not seem interested in entering the market to provide
competition.

In Westfield, for example, the town is paying AHS
$73,000 this year; five years ago, that fee was $25,000
— an increase of nearly 200 percent. In Scotch Plains,
the bill for AHS was about $42,000 in 2006; this year,
the township is paying the company $57,500, a 37
percent hike in three years.

It is anticipated that grant money will be available to

pay for the facility’s construction, which is expected to
take about two years. Grant money is not free though,
and one way or the other, taxpayers provide the grant
money. County taxpayers are already stretched thin.

Another concern is the actual cost of operation of the
animal control center itself once it is up and running.
One thing that remains unclear is how the facility will
be financed and administered — whether as a line item
in the county budget or via a user fee imposed on those
towns choosing to participate.

At last week’s freeholder board meeting, there were
some pledges of support by representatives of private
animal care services. Any private assistance that might
help defray some portion of the expense of running the
county facility would be welcome.

Throughout the state, government endeavors are
plagued with layer upon layer of political patronage
jobs to reward supporters and to help some to pad their
state-paid pensions. We hope the county can avoid this
malaise in putting together a good animal control
operation. It will be a challenge for them.

A lean operation would be a welcome sign to taxpay-
ers alarmed at how much the county, schools and state
government are costing them each year.

We support the goals of the project – and hopefully,
this project will turn into a success story.

Blatant Price Gouging On Busiest
Driving Day of the Year

Reader Gives Leader/Times
A Grammar Refresher

Master Gardeners
Thank Boy Scouts

The Rutgers Master Gardeners of Union
County thank Cranford Boy Scout Troop
80 for its assistance in our Demonstration
Garden, located in the Watchung Reser-
vation, on Saturday, November 14.

Six Boy Scouts and scout leaders came
to the garden and worked for two hours,
adding five yards of mushroom compost
soil to our Sharing Garden beds. The
addition of this rich soil enables us to
produce high-quality, nutritious veg-
etables from May through November.

All the vegetable produce from the
Sharing Garden is donated to 20 local
food banks and soup kitchens in Union
County. Our Sharing Garden has donated
11,334 pounds of produce since it began
in 2002.

New Jersey Master Gardeners are
trained volunteers who assist Rutgers New
Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station
(NJAES) Cooperative Extension in its
mission to deliver horticulture programs
and information to the general public.

Anyone with an interest in gardening
and a commitment to volunteer service
can become a Master Gardener. No previ-
ous education or training in horticulture is
required. For more information, call
Rutgers Cooperative Extension at (908)
654-9854, or visit our website,
mastergardeners-uc.org.

Joanne Krueger
Master Gardener

Scotch Plains

Fanwood Resident Thanks
DPW for Its Diligence

Westfield United Fund Devoted To
Sharing Blessings, Bringing Happiness

SP Resident Finds Landscaper
Ordinance ‘Reeks of Socialism’

Letters to the Editor

On my way out of town the night be-
fore Thanksgiving, I decided to fill my
car up at the Lukoil on the corner of Park
Avenue and Route 22 [Scotch Plains]. I
must first admit that I did not look at the
price posted, because it’s a place I have
come to trust.

When I saw the price on my receipt, I
was amazed at the thought of how fast the
price of gas has gone up without me
realizing it, all the way to $3.49 a gallon.
I paid and proceeded on down Route 22
only to see all of the other stations with a
price of $2.49 a gallon. I went back to
Lukoil and complained to the worker

there, and he said the owner raised the
prices the day before, and he has gotten a
lot of complaints, but there was nothing
he could do.

In this economy and in this holiday
season, it’s disgraceful that the owner of
this Lukoil would treat his customers like
that — blatant price gouging on the busi-
est driving day of the year. The price is
now back to $2.49, but I won’t be going
there again.

Greg Dinegar
Fanwood

In the December 10 edition of your
paper, there was a cartoon on page 4
signed by “Neseman.” The cartoon read,
“I don’t make the rules, sir. I’m just
grateful to those that do.” This is im-
proper grammar, as the word “that” is
referring to a person/persons, and a per-
son must be referred to as who/whom.

This mistake is made all throughout
our society by educated people such as
news reporters, talk show hosts and oth-
ers. Unfortunately, we have come to ac-
cept this and other grammatical mistakes.

I have always instilled in my children

the proper use of the English language,
and now one of my children is an elemen-
tary school teacher who hopefully is pass-
ing that along. I am by no means an expert
in the English language, and at times I am
certain that I make mistakes; however, I
expect a little more from people who are
professionals.

I enjoy your paper and think very highly
of it, otherwise I would not be taking the
time writing this letter. Please accept this
as friendly constructive criticism.

Bob Fallon
Scotch Plains

I want to take this time to acknowledge
the extraordinary job the Fanwood De-
partment of Public Works has done to
effectively and efficiently complete the
annual removal of leaves from borough
streets.

This past week, as I traveled about
Union County and beyond, I marveled at
the contrast and the extraordinary condi-
tion of the streets of Fanwood compared
to those in neighboring communities.

Our Public Works Department, under
the leadership of Director Clint Dicksen,

having had its department reduced during
these trying economic times, has stepped
up to the challenge to ensure that Fanwood
streets, parks and borough-owned prop-
erties continue to exemplify the pride and
standards that Fanwood residents have
come to appreciate.

Thanks again for your dedication and
service. We are proud of you and truly
appreciate your commitment to your work
and the Fanwood community.

Lynn Sorf
Fanwood

Advancing the Landscaper Ordinance
to tighten municipal oversight of land-
scapers reeks of socialism.

Don’t get me wrong, I think that the
State of New Jersey should issue licenses
to verify that the landscapers are insured
and in compliance with all employment
laws like contractors, plumbers and elec-
tricians. But, to be micro-managing
homeowners’ use of hired help is not the
answer.

How about this example: last year, an
officer left a note on my neighbor’s house
to inform her that the bushes on the corner
of her property were obstructing traffic.
She was asked to remedy the situation,
which she did so immediately.

There was no need to consult a data-
base or check multiple landscapers to see
if they were permitted to work in our
town. The argument that the homeowner

isn’t home when landscapers work as a
justification of the need for this ordinance
can that be applied to roofers, painters,
window installers, chimney sweeps
etc...or is this selective enforcement?

Are there that many complaints, or are
there a few individuals trying to inflict
their will on the whole community? What
the town should have already is a policy
on what hours work outside the house or
business can be done. That should apply
to everyone from homeowners to con-
tractors.

Anyone violating noise restrictions
should be subject to existing laws, and
these should be enforced. The
homeowners should have the right to hire
any company or worker they choose and
not be restricted by local ordinances

Robert Fox
Scotch Plains

If I confess that I pray for peace, will
you laugh at me? If I tell you that we must
care for our neighbors, will you call me
naïve? Well, I do pray, and I do care.
Brotherly and sisterly love requires more
than good wishes; it requires genuine
effort to care for people.

This season is a special time to reach
out and share your blessings by bringing
happiness and security to others in your
community. The Westfield United Fund
(WUF) is devoted to this mission.

The 19 member agencies of the
Westfield United Fund provide year-
round services and programs to
Westfielders. These programs connect
neighbor to neighbor and enrich quality
of life all year long. Our agency clients
say:

“Thank you for helping me feed my
hungry family.”

“Thank you for helping my 15-year-
old daughter stay sober.”

“Thank you for giving my son a safe
and nurturing place to go after school
while I’m still at work.”

“Thank you for providing my grand-
mother with a hot meal every day.”

“Thank you for helping me care for my
mother, who has Alzheimer’s.”

“Thank you for taking me to my dialy-
sis treatment twice a week.”

Our member agencies serve
Westfielders with the help of Westfielders.
The holidays are brightened for children,
families and the elderly by special sea-
sonal activities conducted by Westfield
United Fund agencies. This spirit of car-
ing and sharing never stops and never
flags.

I personally invite you to become part
of our caring network by contributing to
the Westfield United Fund Campaign.
Your gift will enable 19 community agen-
cies to meet the needs of thousands of
Westfielders and continue to make
Westfield the best place I know to live and
to work.

The Westfield United Fund is grateful
to the many Westfielders who already
have contributed to the 2009 campaign.
Words cannot adequately express my
gratitude. If you have not yet given, please
do so today. No other unified campaign
raises funds to support your neighbors
here in Westfield. That is why the support
of each and every Westfielder is impor-
tant!

From all of us at the Westfield United
Fund and on behalf of our agencies, we
thank you and wish you a happy, healthy
and peaceful holiday season.

David Foltz, President
WUF Board of Trustees

Politicians ‘Always Find
Money for Themselves’

I am very concerned about the health
reform bill that is in the Senate. I feel it
will cause all sorts of problems for every-
one including seniors!

They tell us Medicare is in trouble but
this bill would add younger people into
the program. I think they should work on
straightening out Medicare first before
fooling around with health reform that
would add anything to it. Take the corrup-
tion out of Medicare first!

I am a senior and my premium has gone
up and I will not be receiving any increase
in Social Security this year. Why, when
times are tough, are they hitting the se-
niors who are on fixed incomes? Why
aren’t our politicians feeling the tough
times with their health plans/pensions,
perks, pay raises, etc? They always find
money for themselves!

As someone said to me recently – we
need help with health insurance but no
one asked for health reform and that it is
being done in too quick a manner. What is
the rush? Most of the politicians are not
that educated re: healthcare. I suggest
they take their time and do something
right – not add on more that will cost us
trillions of dollars!

I see all this planning in Washington as
the next step to socialized medicine and I
don’t believe any of us would want that
right now. Many Canadians and English
people are not that happy with their health
coverage.

Barbara Edwards
Scotch Plains

Resident Is Appalled; Lobbyists Get
Pensions Paid for by the Taxpayers

Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
Senator Nicholas Scutari, Asw. Linda
Stender and Asm. Jerry Green and copied
to the newspaper.

*****
“I was appalled when I heard that the

taxpayers are funding pensions for highly
paid non-governmental employees who
are lobbyists. In fact, these people are
being reimbursed in the neighborhood of
$200,000 and they receive a pension that
we pay for. This is unacceptable, espe-
cially when you look at the disaster of the
under-funded government pension plan.

I understand that the legislature in the
1950’s granted this privilege. It is now
2009 and we are in deep financial trouble
and this only adds to the problem.

Several weeks ago, I called Senator
Tom Kean and left a message for him to
foster legislation to remove this injustice.
It would be a great sign of bi-partisanship
if you three would join him in bringing
this to the floor of both houses.

I look forward to the day that I can
write to the media that you three, Senator
Kean and others have taken this one step
to address our pension problem.”

****
P.S. I heard from Asm. Green who

promised to contact and work with Sena-
tor Kean to address this waste of taxpayer
money.

It appears that Asw. Stender believes
that palimony legislation is more impor-
tant.

Senator Tom Kean wants to assure that

unemployment funds are not raided. This
is a good idea, but the “horse is already
out the gate”.

Senator Scutari is talking about being
against palimony.

None have issued press releases about
this pension abuse. We hear discussions
on undocumented aliens attending our
state colleges, recidivism and concern on
“fast food” — their priorities? Should
they not realize we voters are worried
about taxes, jobs and financial security?

I urge all taxpayers to contact their
elected officials and ask them to join Sen.
Kean, Sen. Scutari, Asw. Stender and
Asm. Green in addressing pension abuse.

Remind them in the media and remem-
ber it when they are up for re-election.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Yang – To cry like a wild goose
2. Fatiferous – Deadly; destructive
3. Fantoccini – Puppets or marionettes
4. Squantum – A picnic

PODEX
1. The feet and toes
2. A governor or chief magistrate
3. The rump or anal region
4. The last segment of a crustacean’s

limb
LOOB

1. Brushwood and thorns for making
and reparing hedges

2. Cornish for the sludge that comes
from washing tin ore

3. A ewe lamb or ewe mutton
4. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs in the shape of a
ball

PODITTI
1. A kingfisher having a serrated yel-

low beak
2. A soft-shelled river tortoise
3. A grouchy old man; curmudgeon
4. A sand crab of the lower Mississippi

River region
DECOLLETAGE

1. A rogue, pirate, or thief
2. A wine cellar or place where wine is

stored or kept
3. A dress with a low cut neckline

bearing the neck and shoulders
4. To fade or erode

Westfield Youths
Provide Suggestions

The world is in trouble. People should
take more care of the earth because this is
our one and only earth and no one can
give us a new one. Too many trees are
chopped down each minute. People pol-
lute too much. Too many animals are
killed when they could be running free.

Here is what we can do to help. We can
use more dead trees and chop down less.
We can kill fewer animals. We can also
pay to help animals and plant trees. It’s
helpful when people reuse trash by using
it to make other things. It is great to
compost and you can compost with grass,
leaves, old or rotten fruit and other things
like that. We can use electric cars instead
of gas cars, and walk instead of driving
when we can.

Dori and Zack Kaplan
Ages 8 and 6

Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

Our newspapers will be on regular
schedule this year, delivered by mail the
Thursdays before Christmas and New
Year's Day respectively.

Holiday Schedules

Deadlines
General News - Saturday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Thursday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

The Real Situation in New Jersey,
‘Robbing Peter to Pay Paul?’

The New Jersey League of Municipalities (NJLM) is
considering a recommendation to the New Jersey Legis-
lature to remove school funding from property tax bills,
according to a recent Millennium Radio New Jersey
report. In a state with one of the highest property tax bill
burdens, it sounds like a welcome idea to homeowners.

However, the questions remains: where is the state
going to get the $8 billion it needs to fund the 600 public
school districts? According to the NJLM’s tax reform
committee chair, Gerry Tarantolo, mayor of Eatontown,
revenue from sales tax and personal income tax would
then fund the N.J. public school systems after federal and
state aid.

This “robbing Peter to pay Paul” solution provides little
relief to a state whose workers and residents are finding
fewer reasons than ever to remain in New Jersey and find
the situation unbearable.

It is bad enough that MTV’s “Jersey Shore” is making
us once again the butt of jokes and highlighting negative
(and untrue) stereotypes about Jersey. Our residents are
holding their breath to see what Governor-elect Chris
Christie intends to do with his first term in Trenton, as the
outgoing governor Jon Corzine is reportedly “sulking”
his way through the end of his term. Ain’t it great to be in
the Garden State?

The outstanding public school system in many munici-
palities is one of the reasons parents raise their families in
New Jersey. Is a district’s reputation (and the amount of

money spent per pupil) enough to keep families in-state
and have their children educated in the public school
system?

The proposal to remove school funding from property
tax bills would take a percentage of New Jersey workers’
earnings and a portion of the sales tax from their morning
cup of coffee (or Taylor egg and cheese on a hard roll, a
Jersey classic breakfast choice), and used to heat your
child’s school and pay the school librarian’s salary.

For taxpayers and parents alike, it is time to get to your
local school board meetings. It is the eve of the budget
presentations for the next school year, where the district’s
business administrator and superintendent will provide
numerous presentations on how much it will cost to
operate your town’s schools in the coming school year.
The presentations usually begin in late January and go
through April.

Most districts post the budget information on their
websites or will make copies available at the board office.
School board and budget election day is Tuesday, April 20
– four months away. It is time now for members of the
public to ask their local school boards how they intend to
use property tax dollars.

If you do not understand the expenditure, call the board
office and ask to speak to the business administrator/
secretary. You have paid them for their expertise, and you
are entitled to answers, even if it is “I don’t know, but I’ll
try and find out.” That’s the real “situation” in New Jersey.

See more letters on page 5


