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1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
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www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

CLEAN SWEEP...Participants and rink staff prepare for the sixth annual
Thanksgiving Broom Bowl Challenge competition at the Warinanco Ice Skating
Center in Roselle on November 28. Winners of gift certificates presented by
Donna Hayden, manager of the center, were Aiden Fitzpatrick of Westfield, Ryan
Faraona of Cranford and Emily Bladsoa of Linden.
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Washington Completes
Army Basic Training
SCOTCH PLAINS — Army National

Guard Pfc. Lekebie Washington, a 1996
graduate of Union Catholic Regional High
School in Scotch Plains, has graduated
from basic infantry training at Fort
Benning, Columbus, Ga.

During the nine weeks of training, the
soldier received training in drill and cer-
emonies, weapons, map reading, tactics,
military courtesy, military justice, physi-
cal fitness, first aid, and Army history,
core values and traditions.

Additional training included develop-
ment of basic combat skills and battle-
field operations and tactics, and experi-
encing use of various weapons and weap-
ons defenses available to the infantry
crewman.

Lance Says: Don’t Use
Troops To Raise The Debt

WASHINGTON – Congressman
Leonard Lance (NJ-7), who has led
the congressional charge for a clean
up-or-down vote on any congressional
action to raise the federal debt ceil-
ing, on December 11, called on Con-
gress to reject efforts to attach raising
the national debt to a key funding bill
for U.S. troops.

“It’s shameful to use a funding bill
for our troops as a tool to pass legis-
lation that cannot stand on its own
merit,” said Mr. Lance in a statement.
“Congress needs to have a serious
debate about the debt, deficits and
spending, and attaching the debt lift
to a key bill for troops does a disser-
vice to all Americans and is disre-
spectful to our troops. It’s my hope
Speaker Pelosi will heed both Demo-
cratic and Republican calls for a clean
bill.”

In a letter to Nancy Pelosi, Mr.
Lance and scores of House Republi-
cans criticized the Speaker of the
House for using a funding bill for
U.S. troops as vehicles, saying the
measure could not pass on its own.

“We object to maneuvers to use our
troops as leverage to enact proposals

that the majority either cannot pass on
their own or for which they wish to
avoid directly voting on and we will
oppose a Defense Appropriations
package that includes such provi-
sions,” the lawmakers wrote.

“Unfortunately, there seems to be a
pattern developing this year of using
legislation that supports our men and
women in uniform to pass other conten-
tious proposals that are extraneous to
our troops. We should supply those who
risk their lives for our country with the
resources they need without conditions
and without using them to accomplish
other legislative goals. House Republi-
cans stand ready to help the Majority
enact a defense bill that meets the needs
of our troops, but we will not assist your
effort to use the troops to enact an
increase in our national debt limit so as
to finance the irresponsible spending
policies of your party,” Mr. Lance said.

Mr. Lance, a member of the House
Financial Services Committee, said last
month that he would not support an
increase in the nation’s debt ceiling
without corresponding action to ad-
dress the country’s long-term fiscal
imbalances.

“I support bipartisan, bicameral ef-
forts to pass legislation creating a
special process to deal with the long-
term budget problems facing the U.S.
government,” Mr. Lance said. “As
such, I will vote against a needed
increase in the limit the federal gov-
ernment can borrow unless Congress
puts forth proposals to bring the defi-
cit and debt under control.”

Murray Hill Retirement
Community Discussed

NEW PROVIDENCE — Lutheran
Social Ministries, a not-for-profit pro-
vider of community outreach services,
senior care services and affordable
senior housing, has held three com-
munity meetings in recent weeks to
answer community questions about
The Crossing at Murray Hill, its pro-
posed Continuing Care Retirement
Community planned for construction
at 535 Mountain Avenue in New
Providence.

Below, Jerry Nugent, president of
the organization, provides answers to
the most frequently asked questions
from those meetings.

Question: Why locate a Continu-
ing Care Retirement Community
(CCRC) in this area?

Nugent: “Lutheran Social Minis-
tries believes seniors in the New
Providence area do not have adequate
options for remaining close to their
homes, families and friends during
their retirement years. Residents of
a CCRC generally come from a 10-
to 15-mile radius. Currently, seniors
located in the New Providence area
and interested in living in a CCRC
would need to leave the familiar sur-
roundings of the community, includ-
ing the shops, physicians, hospitals,
services and activities they use and
support.

“A July 2009 market demand study,
which carefully analyzed the demo-
graphics of the New Providence area,
confirmed that there is a strong de-
mand for a CCRC and the services
that it provides.”

Question: How will the proposed
CCRC construction affect nearby
homes and the beauty of the area?

Nugent: “Lutheran Social Minis-
tries appreciates the significance and
beauty of the property and the pri-
vacy of adjacent homeowners. In plan-
ning the new community, we have
had extensive conversations with New
Providence officials to get their input
into the community’s design. We plan
to keep intact all of the forested area
on the north side of the property. This
forested slope provides a wide buffer
and shield to neighboring housing.

The front lawn of the property will be
very large and enhanced through new
landscaping features. In order to main-
tain large spaces for lawn and trees
and to keep the planned building com-
pact, we will utilize underground
space for parking, avoiding unsightly
parking lots. The varied elevations of
the site will help keep the building
height from being noticed by neigh-
bors and passersby. With this project,
the community has the opportunity to
replace an outdated office building
with appealing new design and ser-
vices.”

Question: What will be the eco-
nomic impact of the CCRC?

Nugent: “A CCRC can add tan-
gible value to New Providence by
creating new employment and living
opportunities for the residents of this
community. The Crossing at Murray
Hill will employ full-time and part-
time employees in jobs that range
from entry level to highly skilled,
high paying positions. Unlike a new
multi-family housing development,
the residents of a CCRC would not
add to the school population, increase
traffic or add to the requirement for
police services. The CCRC’s resi-
dents will shop in the community and
provide an educated and stable re-
source to the community.”

Question: What effect will the
CCRC have on the municipal taxes?

Nugent: “Like any other private
property owner, a CCRC is required
to pay local property taxes for the
independent living units. When the
CCRC is fully, occupied, it is esti-
mated that a CCRC in New Provi-
dence will generate $1.5 million or
more in local property taxes annu-
ally. The current owners of the prop-
erty at 535 Mountain Avenue pay
approximately $425,000 in property
taxes.”

Question: How will the CCRC af-
fect traffic patterns?

Nugent: “Any traffic from a CCRC
is spread more evenly throughout the
day and it generates much less traffic
than a similarly sized office or fac-
tory. Residents of the CCRC use their
own cars less since transportation is
provided by the CCRC’s own bus
service. And, CCRCs generally do
not generate traffic during peak traf-
fic times.

“A traffic study conducted in Octo-
ber 2009 by Omland Engineering
Associates, Inc. of Cedar Knolls, N.J.,
noted, ‘The estimated peak hour trip
activity from the proposed CCRC
community is considered minor, par-
ticularly when comparing the trips to
the previous use of the property as an
office building.’”

Question: What impact will a
CCRC have on local emergency ser-
vices?

Nugent: The Crossing at Murray
Hill will likely contract with an am-
bulance company to provide services
to the residents. However, the CCRC
will operate a skilled nursing facility
and its own 24-hour emergency call
system. Should a resident experience
some type of health emergency, the
staff on duty in the health center will
respond to the call from the resident
and assess the level of need. These
services can mitigate the number of
calls placed to an ambulance service
and mean fewer calls than if the resi-
dents were still living in their own
homes.

Lutheran Social Ministries of New
Jersey is a faith-based, statewide not-
for-profit provider of compassionate,
quality senior care services, as well
as community programs such as adop-
tion, immigration and refugee resettle-
ment, community residences for de-
velopmentally disabled women and
affordable housing for seniors and
families. The organization is one of
the largest providers of affordable
housing in New Jersey. For more in-
formation, call (609) 699-4108 or
visit lsmnj.org.

This year has been a challenging
one for the Union County commu-
nity, and as it draws to a close I would
like to say that it has been a privilege
and honor to serve as Chairman of the
Freeholder Board. Though the global
economic downturn hit our area hard,
we regrouped, gathered our resources,
and helped our neighbors in need of
support.

Last fall, we began working with
nonprofit, business and community
partners to set up the Foreclosure
Task Force. It was up and running at
the start of this year, with a helpline
that enables homeowners and tenants
facing foreclosure to get free, reliable
guidance.

Union County also received cru-
cial assistance from President
Obama’s stimulus plan. Through our
administrative framework, the stimu-
lus has brought us millions of dollars
in federal aid for community devel-
opment, infrastructure and energy
efficiency projects, all of which help
create jobs. The stimulus also pro-
vided funds to expand our nutrition
programs for seniors with more meals
and new locations.

Our One-Stop Career Centers
kicked into high gear to help dis-
placed workers get their unemploy-
ment benefits, while continuing to
provide free services that connect
people with employers. To cite one
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outstanding example, we helped
Elizabethtown Gas staff a new local
call center, filling more than 50 new
jobs that were overseas.

Thanks to financing arranged by
the Union County Improvement Au-
thority, career education continued
to grow in 2009 with the opening of
the new Elizabeth I. Kellogg Union
County College building in down-
town Elizabeth. It is the new home
of the Trinitas School of Nursing
along with other programs that de-
velop a globally competitive
workforce.

Throughout, we have done our best
to do more with less, so that we can all
continue to enjoy a good quality of
life. Our popular, free outdoor music
and film festivals, family-fun events
at the Trailside Center, and the inau-
guration of a new archery range, boat
launch, and pedal boat concession
are just some of the highlights. We
also continued to preserve irreplace-
able open space from development,
including a rare urban farm and sev-
eral important parcels that buffer and
expand existing parks.

Looking ahead to next year, we
will be working even harder to keep
Union County moving forward. In
that spirit, I wish the entire commu-
nity a Merry Christmas, Happy
Hanukah, Happy Kwanzaa, and a
happy and healthy New Year, too.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

‘Do-Not-Solicit’ List
Vote Expected Soon

The N.J. Assembly Appropriations
Committee is expected to vote soon on
bill A-801, released by the Assembly
Consumer Affairs Committee, which
seeks to prohibit credit card companies
from soliciting consumers. If approved,
the bill would create a credit card do-not-
solicit list that credit card companies
would be legally barred from contacting
those individuals through mail, e-mail or
telephone, as well as issuing a credit card
under the consumer’s name, according to
The Associated Press.

Paula Dow Is Named
State Attorney General

New Jersey Governor-elect Chris
Christie on Tuesday nominated Essex
County Prosecutor Paula Dow, a Demo-
crat, as the state’s next attorney general
(AG). Mr. Christie worked with Ms. Dow
when she was a federal prosecutor during
his post in the U.S. Attorney’s office. He
also announced Phillip Kwon as first
assistant AG, Marc Ferzan as executive
assistant AG and Carolyn Murray as coun-
sel to the AG.

State Senate Passes Bill to
Release School Audits

The N.J. state Senate unanimously
passed, last week, legislation set forth by
Senator Christopher Bateman (R-16) re-
quiring state agencies to release any re-
port resulting from a school district audit
within 30 days of completion.

“Taxpayers should get easy access to

documents detailing how their money is
spent; yet, state agencies have tried to
delay or block even members of the Leg-
islature from getting public documents,”
Mr. Bateman said in a statement. “This
law should make it clear that this type of
government secrecy won’t be tolerated.”

Drug-Free School Zone Policy
Overturned by N.J. Senate

The drug-free school zone policy was
overturned by the N.J. state Senate last
week, when it passed a bill (S-1866) to
revise the policy that had unfairly tar-
geted densely populated cities, according
to civil-rights activists. The bill was ini-
tially put in place to punish non-violent
drug crimes that occurred near schools.

“New Jersey’s judges will now have
authority to sentence people based on the
severity of the crime, not the location,”
Deborah Jacobs, executive director of the
American Civil Liberties Union of New
Jersey, said in a statement.

Same-Sex-Marriage Bill
Delayed by State Senate

After the state Judiciary Committee voted
last Monday in favor of a bill to allow same-
sex marriages in the state, the state Senate
delayed its Thursday vote. Supporters of the
“Freedom of Religion and Equality in Civil
Marriage Act” (S-1967) are pushing to have
the Senate vote on the bill before Republi-
can N.J. Governor-elect Chris Christie, who
has said he would not support the bill, takes
office January 19.

Editor’s note: This column was com-
piled by Leader/Times staff.

H1N1 Clinic
In Roselle This Sat.

ROSELLE – An H1N1 clinic will
take place on Saturday, December 19,
from 9:00 a.m. to noon at Roselle
Borough Hall, 210 Chestnut Street, in
the Court Room.

For more information on this clinic
and its target population, see ucnj.org.


