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Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RETIRING AS CHAIR...Charles Lombardo, right, recently retired chairman of
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) board, receives a proclamation
read by Westfield’s RVSA commissioner Allen Chin, thanking him for his many
years of service. Maria Abram, the RVSA commissioner from Springfield, looks on.

CHRISTMAS TREE SPECTACULAR...The inclement weather on December 5 did not dampen the holiday spirit at the
annual Roth Family tree lighting.  More than 60 friends and family counted down as the 22-foot blue spruce was illuminated
with over 8,300 sparkling white lights. The blue spruce was four feet tall when the Roths added it to their landscape in 1990.
The public is welcome to view the festive tree at the corner of Coriell Avenue and Second Street in Fanwood.

Scotch Plains’ Rt. 22 Bridge
Project Set to Begin Next Year
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — State trans-
portation officials, last Thursday, said
they envision a three-stage refurbish-
ment and expansion of the Route 22
bridge in Scotch Plains – connecting
Park Avenue with Bonnie Burn and
New Providence Roads – along with
the roads feeding into the crossing.

Officials also warned that the 19-
month project would result in some
limited road closures during construc-
tion that are certain to affect rush-
hour traffic in the area.

At a public information session
last Thursday at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building, representatives
from the state Department of Trans-
portation (DOT) were on hand to

speak with residents about the $15.5-
million project, which is a decade in
the making.

Construction is set to get underway
in March, although some tree-clear-
ing and other preparatory work will
begin next month. Initial survey work
on the bridge’s superstructure has
been conducted during the past few
years, and during the summer and
fall, an archeological excavation at
the base of the bridge searched for
any historical artifacts in advance of
construction getting under way.

DOT officials said the entire project
would be scheduled for completion
in October 2011.

The new, widened bridge will be in
the same location as the existing cross-
ing. Plans also call for a widening of

the intersection at New Providence
and Bonnie Burn Roads, and an ex-
pansion of the area where the south-
ern end of the bridge intersects with
Park Avenue.

A new traffic light will also be
installed at the latter location. The
plans also call for dedicated left-turn
lanes and separate right-turn lanes at
both intersections, which the DOT
hopes will lead to a smoother-flow-
ing traffic pattern north of Route 22
and, thus, far less congestion on Route
22, Park Avenue and some of the
secondary roads leading into down-
town Scotch Plains.

A wider sidewalk will also be in-
cluded in the new bridge.

In addition, retaining walls that
serve the Green Brook Culvert will
be refurbished, and three detention
basins will be built in compliance
with state storm-water-management
regulations.

Referring to a large schematic draw-
ing of the site, which was displayed
for the public, Babulal Dhulesia,
project manager with the DOT, told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
that the first of three phases of con-
struction will involve a widening of
northbound Bonnie Burn and west-
bound New Providence Roads, along
with some widening of the southern
end of the bridge at Park Avenue.

This initial phase will last until the
end of 2010.

The second phase is set to start later
next year and will focus on the west-
ern side of the bridge heading south
along with a widening of eastbound
New Providence Road and south-
bound Bonnie Burn Road leading to
their intersection.

Robert Connelly for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ALWAYS BUSY...The Route 22 bridge at Park Avenue in Scotch Plains is highly
used during rush hour and a frequent site for fender-benders as shown last
Friday.

Courtesy of Carolyn Ryan
PRESENTS FOR ALL...Santa Claus makes his way through neighborhoods in
Fanwood last week, providing grateful children with presents with the help of the
fire department and the rescue squad.

SP-F Board of Education Approves
German Exchange Trip for 2010
By JESSICA E. JASKULA

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — During
Thursday’s meeting of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(SP-F BOE), board members voted in
favor of allowing Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) stu-
dents to travel to Stuttgart, Germany
in June 2010.

SPFHS Principal David Heisey
gave a presentation on the high
school’s German Exchange Program
as he sought approval from the board
to allow students to travel to Ger-
many. This past October, students
and teachers from Stuttgart, Germany
traveled to the United States for two
weeks to visit SPFHS and stayed with
host families for the duration of their
visit. The host families would be re-
ciprocal, Mr. Heisey said, and SP-F
students would be able to stay with
the same German student who visited
them this past October. The trip would
also not be of any cost to the district,
as the students’ families would fund
the trip and fundraising would possi-
bly be considered.

“The experience is educational as
well as cultural,” Mr. Heisey said.

The students from Germany not
only attended classes at SPFHS, they
also participated in other activities
during their stay. During the presen-
tation, a slide show depicted some of
these activities, which included trick-
or-treating and visiting New York.

“It’s one thing to talk about a cul-
ture; it’s quite different when you can
experience it first hand,” said Dor-
othy Orme, a German teacher at the
high school and organizer of the ex-

change program.
Several students and parents who

participated in the program as host
families also spoke to the board about
the positive experiences they have
had with the program, many pointing
out that they remain in contact with
the student they hosted. One student
said that she just received a holiday
card from the student she hosted.

Several board members also com-
mented favorably about such a pro-
gram. Board member Amy Winkler
said that she participated in a German
student exchange program in high
school and enjoyed the experience.

During committee reports, Board
Vice-President Nancy Bauer ex-
plained some of the curriculum
committee’s proposed curriculum
changes for the high school. The rec-
ommendations, she said, are part of a
cyclical review process of curricu-
lum.

The proposals include a new Math
9 course, which will include both
algebra and geometry. Currently, dis-
trict students take algebra in middle
school and then take geometry in
ninth grade.

Another proposed course was Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) Art Studio.
The curriculum committee proposed
making it an accelerated course in-
stead of AP because of the number of
students who take the class, as well as
the amount of students who chose not
to take the AP exam.

Additionally, the accounting course
could see changes as well. With the
recommended curriculum changes,
accounting students would work on
case studies where they would man-

age a musical band and make deci-
sions for the band.

Mrs. Bauer added that the commit-
tee proposed to remove Business
Education and Cooperative Educa-
tion from the curriculum “because of
the budget.”

The board will vote on the recom-
mended curriculum changes during
its next regular public meeting to-
night, Thursday, December 17.

Board member Betty Anne Woerner
gave an update on the negotiations
between the board and the teachers’
union, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Education Association (SPFEA). She
said that there would be a meeting
with the fact finder. If an agreement is
not met, a report from the fact finder
will be published.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, an SPFHS stu-
dent commented that during a safety
drill held recently at the high school,
there was some confusion in his class-
room because the students were told
to evacuate to a field but they were
unsure which field that meant. His
teacher, he said, stayed behind with a
student who was on crutches, and
when the other students went outside,
they were by themselves without su-
pervision.

“In case this would happen in a real
scenario, it would kind of be an issue
to have students wandering by them-
selves,” he said.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes thanked the student for
coming and making the board aware
of the situation.

“Certainly, we will follow up,” she
said. “We appreciate [the feedback]
and it will be reviewed.”

Soldiers Returning from Iraq
Lose All Belongings in Fire

WESTFIELD – Two local soldiers
who recently returned from Iraq lost
all their belongings in a house fire.
The Family Readiness Group (FRG)
of the Westfield Armory (102 CAV
RSTA) is looking for donations to
help them.

Below is their wish list for Christ-
mas.

Soldiers Massinissa Francis and
Sylvester Sloan both wear the same
size clothing other than shoes. Mr.
Sloan’s size for sneakers and boots is
10 and Mr. Massinissa’s shoe size is
11. Their clothing sizes are: shirts, L;
pants, 38; jackets, XL.

They need socks, sneakers, boots,
jeans, T-shirts, underwear, sweaters,
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SP Council OKs Deer-Kill Contract
For The Ashbrook Reservation
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At its next-
to-last meeting of 2009, the township
council on Tuesday took a number of
year-end housekeeping and adminis-
trative actions that, in some cases,
will affect operations in the new year.

The council voted 3-2 to enter into
a $4,800 deer-reduction contract with
Mountainside-based Wildlife Man-
agement Services to conduct a cull-
ing program starting next month in
the Ashbrook Reservation that will
remove 25 to 30 deer. The deer popu-
lation there has grown significantly
in recent years. Deer are often seen in
residents’ yards and on area streets.

Prior to the vote, Councilwoman
Mary DePaola noted the disagreement
among the council on the efficacy of
the program in prior years. At last
week’s conference meeting, Council-
man Dominick Bratti had recom-
mended forgoing participation in and
payment for the program until more
information was received on alterna-
tives to killing deer  — and on whether
past years’ deer reduction program
had actually increased traffic safety.
This week, Mr. Bratti said a state-
sanctioned program, versus the present
county-backed effort, would be less
costly to the township. He asked that
by the time the council considers the
matter a year from now, its members
are provided with information on al-
ternatives to the present program, as
well as traffic safety study data.

Deputy Mayor Jeff Strauss termed
the matter a “health and safety issue,”
a notion seconded by Councilman
Kevin Glover, who also called the
present situation “inhumane to the
deer population” because of the in-
evitable starving of some of the deer
due to the limited amount of food
available to a growing population.

Mayor Nancy Malool, who joined
Mr. Bratti in voting against the con-
tract, said she was doing so because
— while recognizing “that this is an
issue to our residents” in that the
burgeoning deer population presents
a safety issue for drivers and also
causes damage to homeowners’ land-

scaping — she has, for seven years,
“always voted against deer culling
because it’s not humane. Until there’s
a more humane way [to reduce the
herd], I will continue to do so.”

The program is set to begin on
January 2, 2010, and run through
February 13.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a $63,250 animal control con-
tract for 2010 with Associated Hu-
mane Societies of Newark, which is
the only such provider serving the
area, noted Mr. Strauss. He admitted
the fee was “not cheap,” but said
having such a service was “a matter
of public safety.”

The council also approved a
$210,300 recycling contract with
Great Northern Recycling for 2010,
the fifth year the company will be
providing curbside recycling in
Scotch Plains. The council also ap-
proved a contract not to exceed
$45,000 for the purchase of rock salt
through the county’s cooperative pur-
chasing arrangement.

A resolution was approved that can-
cels $145,120 worth of unexpended

general capital ordinance authoriza-
tion balances. Deputy Mayor Strauss
explained that over the years, some
capital ordinances ended up having
surpluses and those funds were never
used; one of the ordinances being can-
celed dates back to 1995. The council
also approved a resolution canceling
nearly $2,900 in township-issued
checks that were never cashed by the
21 separate recipients. This process,
said Mr. Glover, is an annual proce-
dure done by the council.

In other business, Township Man-
ager Chris Marion announced that
Police Chief Brian Mahoney has been
elected as president of the Union
County Police Chiefs Association for
2010.

And, at the start of the council’s 45-
minute meeting, the governing body
recognized Ashley Shaffer, Miss New
Jersey for 2009-2010, and Mayor
Malool issued a proclamation declar-
ing December as Ashley Shaffer
Month.

The council’s final meeting of this
year will be on Tuesday, December
22, at 8 p.m.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times will be on regular schedule
this year, delivered the Thursdays
before Christmas and New Year’s
Day, respectively.

Audit Concerns Are Raised
At Garwood BOE Meeting

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Auditors presented
four issues of concern to the Garwood
Board of Education for its annual
audit report at Tuesday night’s meet-
ing.

Auditor Bob Swisher of Suplee,
Clooney and Co. said receipts were
not posted, transfers were not reported
properly, the treasurer’s report was
not accurately reflected in the min-
utes, and activity accounts were not
properly administered.

Mr. Swisher stated that the board’s
previous business administrator
“slacked off” during June, causing
the issues cited. He said current busi-
ness administrator William Muzzio
has already corrected the items.

Board President Adele Lewis re-
marked that the auditors must cite the
board even though the deficiencies
can be attributed to a one-month time
period.

Copies of the audit report are avail-
able at Washington School.
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hoods, gloves, coats and hats.
They also lost all of their furniture

in the fire, including TV, stereo, laptop
and printer, X-Box, bedroom set, liv-
ing room set and refrigerator.

Interested persons are asked to con-
tact FRG leaders Amy Lovato, (917)
603-6862, or Danielle Bracco, (917)
301-8751, or e-mail them at
102.cav.frg@gmail.com.

Any assistance is greatly appreci-
ated, especially during the holidays.


