
Page 8 Thursday, December 17, 2009 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Westfield Leader only

CHRISTMAS TREE SPECTACULAR...The inclement weather on December 5
did not dampen the holiday spirit at the annual Roth Family tree lighting.  More
than 60 friends and family counted down as the 22-foot blue spruce was illumi-
nated with over 8,300 sparkling white lights. The blue spruce was four feet tall
when the Roths added it to their landscape in 1990.  The public is welcome to view
the festive tree at the corner of Coriell Avenue and Second Street in Fanwood.

Fire Starter Pleads
Guilty to Manslaughter

ELIZABETH — Monday, a 20-
year-old man pled guilty to man-
slaughter for starting a fire that re-
sulted in the death of an Elizabeth
firefighter last January, announced
Union County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow.

Emilio Vasquez of Guatemala, ad-
mitted that on January 2, 2009, he
started a fire inside an unoccupied
house on Marshall Street in an at-
tempt to keep warm, said Assistant
Prosecutor Michael Henn, who pros-
ecuted the case. When the fire be-
came out of control, the Elizabeth
Fire Department responded. During
the course of fighting the blaze,
Firefighter Gary Stephens was killed
by fire apparatus in the chaos of the
scene.

Vasquez said he was intoxicated
when he started the fire and that his
actions were reckless and resulted in
the death of Mr. Stephens, said Mr.
Henn. Vasquez took sole responsibil-
ity for the fire, saying a co-defendant,
Jose Flores, had nothing to do with
starting the fire. Flores has a court
appearance scheduled for Wednes-
day, said Mr. Henn.

Vasquez faces up to three years in
prison when he is sentenced on Feb-
ruary 10, 2010. He will be deported
upon his release from prison.
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Gift-givers Should Be Safe
When Swapping Toys

UNION COUNTY – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
reminds holiday gift-givers to keep
safety in mind when shopping for
new or used toys, donating toys to
charity, or swapping with friends and
family.

“It’s always important to step back
and take a second look to make sure
your gift is safe and age-appropriate
for young children,” said Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella.

The age labels that are posted
prominently on new toys are designed
to help prevent accidents, especially
choking. The guidelines follow gen-
eral patterns of behavior for infants,
toddlers and small children. Children
under age 3 frequently put things in
their mouths, so toys with small parts
should be avoided for that age group.

Children age 3 to 5 generally lack
the skill to handle fragile objects, so

avoid toys made of thin plastic or
other material that could break into
sharp pieces. When buying arts and
crafts supplies for young children,
look for labels indicating that the
product is safe for that age group.

For children age 6 to 12, be espe-
cially aware of safety gear. For ex-
ample, if the gift is a skateboard or
bicycle, a helmet should accompany
it.

Gently used toys, handmade toys
and other unpackaged toys do not
come with age-appropriate guidance.
Before purchasing, donating or swap-
ping these toys, consider the age of
the child who will receive it, and
check for loose or broken parts.

For more information about toy
safety and other consumer products,
visit cpsc.gov or call the Union County
Office of Consumer Affairs, (908)
654-9840.

GIFT OF HOPE...Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, pictured center, joins,
from left to right, officers Kim Weber, MaryBeth Gray and Sgt. Marianne Hopko
in thanking Dr. Clifford Sales of The Cardiovascular Care Group in Westfield for
donating dozens of toys to the “Tree of Hope,” the annual drive for needy children.
Donations of money, toys and clothing to benefit less fortunate children throughout
the county are sought. Please send contributions to: Union County Sheriff’s
Officers’ “Tree of Hope,” Union County Courthouse, 2 Broad Street, Elizabeth,
N.J., 07207. For more information, call Sgt. Hopko at (908) 629-2158.

BH’s Vezza Named
Star-Ledger Publisher
AREA – Richard Vezza, president

of Penn Jersey Advance, was named
publisher of The Star-Ledger, Tues-
day, replacing George Arwady, who
had been at the helm since 2004.

Mr. Vezza and his wife Arlene, a
third grade teacher at Franklin El-
ementary School in Westfield, live in
Berkeley Heights; they have two
grown children.

Mr. Vezza, who began his career as
a journalist in 1974 as a night police
reporter for The Hudson Dispatch,
joined The Star-Ledger’s sister com-
pany, Penn Jersey Advance, as its
president in 2000.

Mr. Arwady will take over as pub-
lisher of The Republican of Spring-
field, Mass.

work gets underway, the project’s
contractor, identified as Green Con-
tractors of South River, can always
make alterations to the plans as it sees
fit.

The final phase of the project will
widen the bridge’s eastern side that
heads north, along with some widen-
ing of the small section of Bonnie
Burn Road between Route 22 and the
New Providence Road intersection.

Mr. Dhulesia said traffic should
mostly flow freely during the con-
struction, although traffic lanes on
affected roadways will be limited at
times, narrower than usual and be
separated from roadwork areas by a
barrier.

POLICE BLOTTER

Courtesy of Carolyn Ryan
NO SNOW, HO HO...Santa Claus gets the help of the fire department and the
rescue squad as he makes his way through Fanwood last week.

Westfield
Friday, December 4, officers respond-

ing to a burglar alarm on the 200 block of
Connecticut Street observed what ap-
peared to be a criminal attempt to bur-
glarize a residence. Someone unknown
had attempted to kick in the front door.

Friday, December 4, a resident of the
300 block of Massachusetts Street re-
ported that a burglary had taken place at
his home, with someone having entered
through an unlocked rear door. Believing
the burglary had just occurred, Westfield
police contacted the Union County
Sheriff’s K-9 Unit. The K-9 unit per-
formed a search of the area, yielding
negative results.

Saturday, December 5, a resident of
the 600 block of Cumberland Street re-
ported that someone unknown stole a
Christmas lawn display valued at $100
from the victim’s property.

Monday, December 7, a Westfield resi-
dent reported the attempted illegal use of
her credit card, which was lost along with
her wallet at a business on the 200 block
of Elm Street.

Monday, December 7, a business lo-
cated on the 700 block of Central Avenue
reported the shoplifting of cigarettes val-
ued at $157. The suspect was last seen
heading east on Myrtle Avenue.

Monday, December 7, a burglary was
reported at a residence on the 1700 block
of Grandview Avenue. Someone entered
the residence through an unsecured door.
The approximate value of property taken
was unknown at the time of the report.

Tuesday, December 8, Keith A.
Johnson, 24, of Plainfield was arrested at
the Union Police Department on a con-
tempt of court warrant from Westfield.
He was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released after posting $91 bail.

Wednesday, December 9, Kwishawn
Whitaker, 33, of Plainfield was arrested
at Plainfield police headquarters on an
outstanding Westfield criminal warrant
in the amount of $50. Bail was not posted
at the time of the report and a court date
was to be announced.

Wednesday, December 9, William
Martenuk, 19, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop at the
South Avenue traffic circle and charged
with underage possession of alcoholic
beverages. He was released with a sum-
mons and a court date.

Thursday, December 10, Aaron Webb,
23, of Westfield was arrested after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Lamberts Mill Road
on two outstanding New Brunswick war-
rants totaling $800. He was released after
posting bail. Webb was arrested again
later that day at Westfield police head-
quarters on a Robbinsville traffic warrant
in the amount of $340, which he posted.

Thursday, December 10, multiple paint
balls were hurled at a town traffic sign on
the 400 block of Lawrence Avenue, de-
facing the sign.

Friday, December 11, Tamon Green,
22, of Newark was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop at East Broad and Elmer
Streets on an outstanding Newark crimi-
nal warrant in the amount of $500. The
Newark Police Department released
Green on his own recognizance with a
future court date.

Friday, December 11, a male juvenile
was arrested on the 400 block of West
Dudley Avenue and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. He was turned over to a guard-
ian, with a future court date pending.

Saturday, December 12, a resident of
the 1200 block of Boulevard reported the
theft of multiple pieces of jewelry from
the home sometime between November
21 and December 12. There were no
signs of a burglary. The approximate
value of the stolen items is $6,800. The
matter was forwarded to the Westfield
Police Department’s detective bureau.

Saturday, December 12, Caesar Brazza,
29, of South Plainfield was arrested after
responding to Westfield police headquar-
ters to satisfy two Westfield traffic war-
rants. Brazza was processed and released
after posting $134 cash bail.

Sunday, December 13, three men were
arrested following a motor vehicle stop
in the area of the 200 block of South
Avenue. The driver, Scott Antoine, 18, of
Roselle, along with Timothy Jasper, 18,
of Roselle and Lynde Jules, 20, of
Westfield were each charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. They were transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released with summonses.

Sunday, December 13, a resident of
the 1000 block of Prospect Street re-
ported an incident of criminal mischief,
in which someone unknown damaged
three Christmas ornaments on the front
lawn sometime between 9 p.m. on De-
cember 12 and 8 a.m. on December 13.
The approximate value of the damage is
$550.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, December 8, Lourdes

Herman, 40, of Highlands was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after being stopped for a
motor vehicle violation, at which time
the officer smelled the odor of alcohol.
She was transported to police headquar-
ters, where she was processed and re-
leased.

Thursday, December 10, Clyde Cohen,
37, of Westfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on an outstanding
warrant. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed

and released.
Thursday, December 10, Alida

Abegion, 19, of Fanwood was arrested
and charged with DWI after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation, at which
time the officer smelled the odor of alco-
hol. She was transported to police head-
quarters, where she was processed and
released.

Thursday, December 10, Jason
Johnson, 27, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released.

Friday, December 11, a resident of
Harwich Avenue reported that someone
e-mailed him and fraudulently stated that
he was a friend and needed the victim to
send him money.

Friday, December 11, an employee of
a Route 22 business reported that a cus-
tomer rented a motor vehicle from him
and failed to return it.

Saturday, December 12, a resident of
Katherine Street reported that someone
entered her motor vehicle and removed
her GPS and her iPod, with a combined
value of approximately $300.

Saturday, December 12, a resident of
Forest Road reported that someone en-
tered his motor vehicle while it was parked
in his driveway and removed an undeter-
mined amount of money.

Saturday, December 12, Norman
Sylvester, 27, of East Orange was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released.

Saturday, December 12, Swiyaa
Abdullah, 28, of East Orange was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. She was transported
to police headquarters, where she was
processed and released.

Mountainside
Wednesday, December 9, police re-

sponded to an incident at the corner of
Coles Avenue and Chapel Hill Road,
where a large tree branch fell and smashed
the windshield of a motor vehicle travel-
ing east on Coles Avenue. The driver was
uninjured, police reported.

Friday, December 11, a resident of
South Fork Road reported that the filter
paper he had attached to a retaining wall
on his property had been removed. Ac-
cording to police, there are no suspects at
this time, but the victim has had an ongo-
ing dispute with his neighbor and is in-
volved in a civil suit with him.

Sunday, December 13, a patron at a
Route 22 restaurant reported that he had
slipped and fallen on ice on the walkway
leading to the restaurant, injuring his
back and neck. According to police, his
wife confirmed the report and the victim
was transported to Overlook Hospital for
evaluation.

Sunday, December 13, Robert
Callahan, Jr., 34, of Linden was arrested
and charged with DWI and refusal to
submit to a breath test following a motor
vehicle stop for speeding.

Fanwood
Wednesday, December 9, Cynthia

Hernandez, 27, of Elizabeth was arrested
after a field investigation and charged
with theft and forgery. According to po-
lice, an investigation revealed that she
allegedly had signed various statements
and withdrawal slips on a victim’s ac-
count without authorization. She was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail,
which was set at $1,000.

Wednesday, December 9, Andres F.
Ortegon, 22, of North Plainfield was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road on an outstanding warrant out of
Plainfield. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Thursday, December 10, Tyson R.
Sargent, 27, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue on an outstanding Fanwood war-
rant. He was processed and turned over to
the Union County jail for failure to post
bail.

Friday, December 11, a resident of the
100 block of Laurel Place reported that
someone removed a drum valued at $200
from his driveway.

Saturday, December 12, Gabriel A.
Beniquez, 32, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on an
outstanding warrant out of Garfield. He
was processed and released after posting
bail.

Sunday, December 13, Martha O.
Garcia, 30, of Brooklyn, N.Y. was ar-
rested and charged with shoplifting at a
store on the 500 block of North Avenue.
She was processed and released after
posting bail.

Monday, December 14, a resident of
the 700 block of Elm Street reported that
sometime overnight someone broke the
side window of her motor vehicle and
removed a GPS valued at $100.

Monday, December 14, a resident of
the 100 block of Farley Avenue reported
that someone broke the driver’s side win-
dow of her motor vehicle sometime over-
night and entered the vehicle. It is un-
known at this time what, if anything, was
removed.

Monday, December 14, a resident of
the 400 block of Midway Avenue re-
ported that someone broke the driver’s
side window of her motor vehicle and
entered the vehicle. It is unknown at
this time what, if anything, is missing.
According to police, authorities feel
that the three vehicle break-ins are re-
lated and the incidents are under inves-
tigation.
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percent in 2003 to 80 percent in 2009
at the elementary level; from 56 per-
cent in 2003 at the intermediate level
to 70 percent in 2009; and from 37
percent to 72 percent at WHS.

Teacher availability beyond class-
room time was ranked higher over
2003 at 84 percent at the elementary
level, 97 percent at the intermediate
level and 92 percent at WHS. These
numbers were up from a range of 69
to 74 percent in 2003.

Ms. Dolan told The Westfield
Leader that the two advancements
were due to the “commitment” of the
district to improve.

Counseling had low marks, which
board member Richard Solomon said
was due in part to having six admin-
istrators come and go in the district
over a short period of time. “We
haven’t had stability in leadership in
that area,” he said.

Fifty-six percent were “very/some-
what dissatisfied” with counseling
services preparing students for col-
lege or career planning/exploration,
19 percent “not satisfied,” 5 percent
“little or no interaction,” and 22 per-
cent “n/a,” which Ms. Dolan attrib-
uted to parents with children in the
ninth or 10th grade.

A full report on the survey can be
found on the district website, and a
newsletter will be mailed out to all
homes in town in January.

Board members asked for a synop-
sis of the open-ended questions, which
were not presented. Ms. Dolan said
she would provide that and noted that
there were responses in regard to the
kindergarten program.

Following up on Mr. Solomon’s
facilities committee report from the
last meeting, when he noted the
committee’s concerns of field disre-
pair, he said the committee is meeting
with the recreation commission on
Tuesday, December 22.

Board President Ginny Leiz said
the recreation commission approved,
last week, $3,000 maximum in user
fees to be used towards an engineer-
ing survey of the field at Jefferson
Elementary School. The survey would
include safety specifications. At the
last meeting, Mr. Solomon said the
committee recommended repairing
the worn areas in the field at Jefferson
with funds from user fees.
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Westfield Board of Education
In personnel, it was announced

Kevin Johnson has resigned as media
coordinator to become the full-time
WHS TV production teacher, effec-
tive December 3, at a salary of $57,
289.

In finance, the board approved a
student’s out-of-district placement to
a school in Bonners Ferry, Idaho, as a
result of a legal agreement, Ms. Dolan
said, at a tuition rate of $50,000,
which “may not necessarily be the
entire amount,” Mr. McCready said.

The district was also given a
HEART grant in the amount of $2,500
from Union County for digitizing the
history of Westfield Public Schools, a
project spearheaded by Lorre
Korecky, head of public relations for
the district.

Lance Announces Bills
To Reduce the Deficit
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Congress-

man Leonard Lance (NJ-7) Monday an-
nounced bills aimed to control runaway
federal spending and limit America’s
ever-growing national debt and deficits.
The “Pay It Back Act of 2009” is legis-
lation to apply recaptured taxpayer in-
vestments toward reducing the national
debt – including unspent federal stimu-
lus funds as well as the Troubled Asset
Relief Program (TARP).

The “Deficit Reduction Act of 2009”
seeks to reduce the federal budget defi-
cit by setting discretionary spending
caps for the next ten years beginning in
2011. If Congress exceeds those caps,
the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) would be required to make uni-
form spending cuts across all sectors of
the federal government — called “se-
questration.” Social Security, veterans
programs, and other categories of spend-
ing would be exempt from the uniform
cut.

Second, the Deficit Reduction Act
limits the yearly deficit as a percentage
of the gross domestic product. Again, if
Congress exceeds the deficit limits or
discretionary spending limits, OMB will
order a sequestration.

“Out-of-control spending and record
national debt and deficits should be of
grave concern to each and every Ameri-
can,” Mr. Lance said. “Today I am intro-
ducing a three-pronged approach aimed
to put our country back on a path of
fiscal discipline. We owe it to future
generations to get our fiscal house in
order now.”


