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Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
RETIRING AS CHAIR...Charles Lombardo, right, recently retired chairman of
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) board, receives a proclamation
read by Westfield’s RVSA commissioner Allen Chin, thanking him for his many
years of service. Maria Abram, the RVSA commissioner from Springfield, looks on.

IMPORTANT MATTERS...A neighborhood meeting was held on Ludlow Place in Westfield last Thursday to discuss traffic
safety concerns in the area. Police Captain David Wayman and Detective Joe Costanzo also updated the neighbors on the
town’s efforts to combat home burglaries. Pictured, from left to right, are: Councilman Mark Ciarrocca, Captain Wayman,
Detective Costanzo, Sarah Paulino, Francis Paulino, Pam Lonconsolo, Sean Keville, Brenda Luria, Roger Luria, Sel
Orchier, Tom Buttrick, Colleen Hedmen, Mark Hedmen and John Lonconsolo. In attendance but not shown are Mayor
Andy Skibitsky and Councilman Frank Arena.

Soldiers Returning from Iraq
Lose All Belongings in Fire

Scotch Plains Route 22 Bridge
Project Set to Begin Next Year

Robert Connelly for The Westfield Leader
ALWAYS BUSY...The Route 22 bridge at Park Avenue in Scotch Plains is highly
used during rush hour and is a frequent site for fender-benders as shown last
Friday.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS DISPLAY...Members of the Westfield Knights of Columbus erect
the creche, their annual display of the birth of baby Jesus, in front of the Christmas
tree on North Avenue in Westfield.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — State trans-
portation officials, last Thursday, said
they envision a three-stage refurbish-
ment and expansion of the Route 22
bridge in Scotch Plains – connecting
Park Avenue with Bonnie Burn and
New Providence Roads – along with
the roads feeding into the crossing.

Officials also warned that the 19-
month project would result in some
limited road closures during construc-
tion that are certain to affect rush-
hour traffic in the area.

At a public information session
last Thursday at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building, representatives
from the state Department of Trans-
portation (DOT) were on hand to

speak with residents about the $15.5-
million project, which is a decade in
the making.

Construction is set to get underway
in March, although some tree-clear-
ing and other preparatory work will
begin next month. Initial survey work
on the bridge’s superstructure has
been conducted during the past few
years, and during the summer and
fall, an archeological excavation at
the base of the bridge searched for
any historical artifacts in advance of
construction getting under way.

DOT officials said the entire project
would be scheduled for completion
in October 2011.

The new, widened bridge will be in
the same location as the existing cross-
ing. Plans also call for a widening of

the intersection at New Providence
and Bonnie Burn Roads, and an ex-
pansion of the area where the south-
ern end of the bridge intersects with
Park Avenue.

A new traffic light will also be
installed at the latter location. The
plans also call for dedicated left-turn
lanes and separate right-turn lanes at
both intersections, which the DOT
hopes will lead to a smoother-flow-
ing traffic pattern north of Route 22
and, thus, far less congestion on Route
22, Park Avenue and some of the
secondary roads leading into down-
town Scotch Plains.

A wider sidewalk will also be in-
cluded in the new bridge.

In addition, retaining walls that
serve the Green Brook Culvert will
be refurbished, and three detention
basins will be built in compliance
with state storm-water-management
regulations.

Referring to a large schematic draw-
ing of the site, which was displayed
for the public, Babulal Dhulesia,
project manager with the DOT, told
The Westfield Leader that the first of
three phases of construction will in-
volve a widening of northbound
Bonnie Burn and westbound New
Providence Roads, along with some
widening of the southern end of the
bridge at Park Avenue.

This initial phase will last until the
end of 2010.

The second phase is set to start later
next year and will focus on the west-
ern side of the bridge heading south
along with a widening of eastbound
New Providence Road and south-
bound Bonnie Burn Road leading to
their intersection.

It is during this phase, Mr. Dhulesia
told The Leader, that southbound
Bonnie Burn Road will be closed to
traffic for about a three-month pe-
riod, which he estimated will be in
the March-to-July 2011 period. He
said southbound Bonnie Burn Road
traffic would be directed to alternate
routes to Route 22 by signs posted at
the Valley Road intersection a half-
mile to the north.

Mr. Dhulesia estimated that about
15,000 vehicles travel Bonnie Burn
Road, and another 15,000 use New
Providence Roads daily, so the road
closure is sure to affect rush-hour
traffic in the area, given the limited
number of north-south roads between
Route 22 and the Route 78 area.

He did point out that once actual

Free Parking in WF
From Dec. 19-Jan. 1

WESTFIELD – The Town of
Westfield will offer free parking at all
on-street meters from Saturday, De-
cember 19, through January 1. Shop-
pers and diners will have up to two
hours of free parking at all on-street
meters covered with red meter bags.
In an effort to encourage turnover of
the parking spaces, parkers should
expect the two-hour limit to be strictly
enforced during this period. To park
for longer periods, parkers should
use the parking lots where normal
parking rates apply.

Volunteers are needed on the
evening of Friday, December 18, to
assist in covering the meters with the
holiday meter bags. To volunteer,
contact the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration at (908) 789-9444.

HO HO HO...Santa’s helpers decorate
planters on 24 light posts in Westfield
with red bows for the season. Williams
Nursery supplied the planters, and the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
funded the work.

WESTFIELD - Two local soldiers
who recently returned from Iraq lost
all their belongings in a house fire.
The Family Readiness Group (FRG)
of the Westfield Armory (102 CAV
RSTA) is looking for donations to
help them.

Below is their wish list for Christ-
mas.

Soldiers Massinissa Francis and
Sylvester Sloan both wear the same
size clothing other than shoes. Sloan’s
size for sneakers and boots is 10, and
Massinissa’s shoe size is 11. Their
clothing sizes are: shirts, L; pants, 38;

jackets, XL.
They need socks, sneakers, boots,

jeans, T-shirts, underwear, sweaters,
hoods, gloves, coats and hats.

They also lost all of their furniture
in the fire, including TV, stereo, laptop
and printer, X-Box, bedroom set, liv-
ing room set and refrigerator.

Interested parties are asked to con-
tact FRG leaders Amy Lovato, (917)
603-6862, or Danielle Bracco, (917)
301-8751, or e-mail them at
102.cav.frg@gmail.com.

Any assistance is greatly appreci-
ated, especially during the holidays.

Audit Concerns Are Raised
At Garwood BOE Meeting

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Auditors presented
four issues of concern to the Garwood
Board of Education for its annual
audit report at Tuesday night’s meet-
ing.

Auditor Bob Swisher of Suplee,
Clooney and Co. said receipts were
not posted, transfers were not reported
properly, the treasurer’s report was
not accurately reflected in the min-
utes, and activity accounts were not
properly administered.

Mr. Swisher stated that the board’s
previous business administrator
“slacked off” during June, causing
the issues cited. He said current busi-
ness administrator William Muzzio
has already corrected the items.

Board President Adele Lewis re-
marked that the auditors must cite the
board even though the deficiencies
can be attributed to a one-month time
period.

Copies of the audit report are avail-
able at Washington School.

In other business, board member
Russell Graham reported that the gen-
eral contractor from the Lincoln

School project has come forward to
say that there are outstanding unpaid
change orders. The project architect
is investigating the claim, but be-
cause the project is nearly three years
old, the contractor had until Wednes-
day to present the information, or the
claims would be declined.

Superintendent Teresa Quigley en-
couraged the members of the board to
rest over the holidays and return in
2010 with ideas for improving the
budget process. She stated that they
are all aware of the financial prob-
lems and doubts about state aid that
the district is facing for 2010-2011.

Mrs. Quigley told the board that
other school districts are also having
problems, citing Scotch Plains, where
the township passed a sewer bill onto
the school system for which they had
not previously budgeted.

Anthony Goodell, a lifelong resi-
dent of Garwood, expressed concern
about the possible funding cut of the
pre-kindergarten program. The board
has been discussing imposing a fee
on the currently free program. He
stated that he would like to know how
much the program costs and to inves-
tigate fundraising efforts in order to
have the program remain free of
charge.

Board member Linda Koenig told
Mr. Goodell that when the program
was initially started, it was fully
funded by the federal government,
but that funding has disappeared over
time, leaving the full burden on the
borough.

A survey has gone out to selected
preschool parents and is being re-
viewed by members of the education
committee. A recommendation is ex-
pected to be made at the Tuesday,
January 19, 2010, meeting.
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Cary, McCready Vote Against
Starting School Before Labor Day

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — After the
Westfield Board of Education (BOE)
unanimously passed the first reading
of the 2010-2011 school calendar two
weeks ago, on Tuesday, the BOE had
voted, 7-2, to pass the calendar in its
final reading. Board members Ann
Cary and Gary McCready were both
swayed by the public’s concerns over
starting school before Labor Day and
having to make arrangements for
childcare or time off from work dur-
ing the week off in February, a clos-
ing which is unusual for the district.

As voted on, the first day of school
is set for the Thursday before Labor
Day, September 2, 2010, to leave the
prior day open for orientation ses-
sions.

Spring Break would take place
April 4-8, 2011, and a week off in
February after President’s Day would
occur. June 23 would be the last day
of school for students.

Superintendent Margaret Dolan
presented to the board the results of
the Long Range Planning Committee
survey, headed up by Ms. Cary. The
outcome will become the “founda-
tion to use for the 2010-2015 strate-
gic plan,” Ms. Cary said.

The survey asked a random sample
of more than 600 parents with chil-
dren enrolled in the district and more
than 350 residents who do not have
children enrolled in the district their
perspective of the Westfield public
schools. Ninety-five percent rated the
district as excellent/good. “I think
that is a tremendous amount of sup-
port from the community,” Ms. Dolan

said.
In reviewing the district’s mission

statements, 85 percent said the dis-
trict is “excellent/ good” in preparing
students to reach their highest poten-
tial; 84 percent said it is “excellent/
good” in preparing students to be-
come productive, ethical and respon-
sible citizens,and 78 percent said it is
“excellent/good” in preparing stu-
dents to respect individual differ-
ences/diversity.

The public’s rankings of school
budget priorities have not changed
significantly since a survey conducted
in 2003. Respondents were given 10
items to rank in importance, with
small class sizes, up-to-date technol-
ogy and teacher training being the top
three. Following, in order of impor-
tance, were maintaining buildings, a
wide range of electives at Westfield
High School (WHS), visual and per-
forming arts, co- and extra-curricular
activities, athletic programs, elemen-
tary foreign language and improving
school athletic fields.

This year, co- and extra-curricular
activities were added to the list, as
these items were of concern in the
budget last year, resulting in stipends
being cut.

The district has made it a priority to
keep class sizes at a minimum; this
past year, the board voted to redistrict
a portion of intermediate school stu-
dents, leading to heated community
debates at several public meetings.
As a result of the board’s move, sev-
eral parents of the redistricted stu-
dents filed a lawsuit against the school
board. A judge, however, ruled in
favor of the school board and said it
was within the district’s rights to re-
district students.

According to the survey, if school
enrollment/class size exceeds district
policy, 63.5 percent support redis-
tricting students to another school,
while 23.5 percent wanted to see the
district construct additions to a school,
and 13 percent supported exceeding
the desired class size range.

For each level of school, respon-
dents had ranked the quality of in-
struction meeting the needs of stu-

dents over 90 percent. This was up
significantly from 2003, when
rankings ranged from 59 percent to
78 percent.

This year, survey takers also upped
their support of prevailing class sizes.
Respondents strongly agreed or
agreed that the average class size was
satisfactory at the elementary level,
84 percent; intermediate, 89 percent,
and WHS, 88 percent. In 2003, those
numbers were 61 percent, 55 percent
and 58 percent, respectively.

This year, 51 percent of the respon-
dents said the school budget is “about
right/too low,” while in 2003, the
result was 61 percent. In both years,
17 percent said the budget was too
high, and this year, 32 percent were
unsure, up 10 percent from 2003,
which Ms. Dolan credited to the
economy.

Sixty-six percent of parents are in-
volved in school or PTA activities, up
14 percent from 2003. Ms. Dolan
said this is one of the “reasons we’re
successful.”

In rating the schools, Ms. Dolan
said the response of 11 percent rank-
ing Lincoln Early Childhood Center
as “fair/poor” was “a little higher
than we would like.” This was due,
she said, because “a lot of parents in
Westfield would like a full-day kin-
dergarten program.” Considering this
move was something the board would
have to discuss when reviewing the
budget, she said. Ninety-six percent
of people rated the elementary schools
“excellent/good.” Ninety-two percent
and 97 percent of survey takers gave
a similar ranking to the intermediate
schools and WHS, respectively.

Ms. Dolan said one of the surprises
she found was that 86 percent of the
survey takers had decided to move to
Westfield because of the public school
system’s reputation.

Computer technology being uti-
lized effectively also scored higher
marks over 2003.

Other major improvements in-
cluded principals and administrators
listening and responding to parents’
concerns, which were up from 73
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WF Leader Holiday
Publishing Schedule
The Westfield Leader will publish

normally according to its regular
Thursday schedules this year dur-
ing the holiday season.

The Christmas edition will be pub-
lished on Thursday, December 24,
and the New Year edition will be
published on Thursday, December
31.

The offices will be closed Christ-
mas Day and New Year’s Day. Please
provide submittals early.


