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Continuo Arts Foundation Debuts
‘Choral Fantasy’ at Carnegie Hall

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEW YORK CITY – The Continuo
Arts Foundation, under the direction of
Westfield’s Candace Wicke, ushered in
the holiday season at the Stern Audito-
rium in Carnegie Hall on November 30
with the debut of Stephen Edwards’
“Choral Fantasy.”

Performing the piece as part of
“Christmas Time in the City,” Ms.
Wicke’s troupe collaborated with mu-
sicians from all over North America to
pull together the menagerie of original
and classical carol works that appear
throughout Mr. Edwards’ piece.

The 600-seat music hall, dubbed by
Ms. Wicke as “the most sacred music
space,” was nearly filled to capacity
with music lovers and parents of the
local Westfield-area performers alike.
The two-hour program featured eight
distinct musical numbers.

Avery Sommers, who has starred in
Broadway productions of Ain’t
Misbehavin’ and Showboat, opened the
evening with “Silver Bells,” as she sat
in the orchestra section to begin her
solo. Her cabaret-music style was
complemented by her narration of vari-
ous parts of the program alongside
Walker Joyce, who also performed at
the preview concert in Westfield.

The balcony overlooking the stage
was utilized by both the Shoreline Ring-
ers, who performed in nearly every
number, and The Yale Spizzwinks(?);
both musical groups come from Con-
necticut.

Surround-sound and the outstanding

versatility of the music hall provided a
delightful spectacle for the ears and
eyes. As well, bell ringers, choral sing-
ers and a harpist made carol singing a
merrier experience.

The program offered clever, but rec-
ognizable, twists and variations on songs
familiar to holiday-music lovers. “Ave
Maria,” for example, was movingly
interpreted on piano and violins by
pianist Rosemary Siemens and violin-
ists Victoria Gomon of Diva Musica
and Judy Kang, all of whom hail from
Canada.

The pièce de résistance, however,
arrived in the second half of the pro-

gram, with the official premiere of Mr.
Edwards’ “A Carol Fantasy.” The de-
lightfully moving three-part piece for
choir and orchestra contains both the
secular and sacred musical numbers of
the Christmas season.

While the preview performance in
Westfield was remarkable, the pres-
ence of an additional 150 singers and a
symphonic orchestra enhanced the
splendor of the work in its New York
City debut.

Jason Klein, director of music at the
Westfield Presbyterian Church, who
played the piano for the singers at the
earlier preview concert, joined the cho-

Plainfield Symphony Promises Festive Night

rus while the Continuo Arts Symphonic
Orchestra and the Shoreline Ringers
accompanied more than 200 singers,
including members of the Westfield
High School Concert (WHS) Choir.

William Matthews and Sharon
Reynolds, WHS choral teachers who
direct the WHS Concert Choir, accom-
panied students during all weekend
dress rehearsals and watched from the
orchestra section as the group’s hard
work came to fruition.

During the program’s finale, Handel’s
Hallelujah Chorus, Mr. Matthews and
Ms. Reynolds, along with the other
school groups’ vocal teachers, came up
on the Ronald O. Perelman Stage to
sing with the chorus and audience mem-
bers, as is often the tradition when
Handel’s historic song is performed.

Musical Club of Westfield President
Drude Roessler, one of the guest con-
ductors during dress rehearsals, sang
with the chorus during both programs
in Westfield and New York City.

Mr. Matthew’s daughter, Jillian,
watched alongside her mother at the
performance in New York City.

“Maybe my dad’s going to be fa-
mous tonight,” she said to The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, after Mr. Matthews
and the Continuo musicians and vo-
calists performed a successful Carnegie
Hall debut that warmed the listeners’
spirits on a late November’s cold au-
tumn night.

By GREG WAXBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLAINFIELD — The Plainfield
Symphony, conducted by Music Di-
rector Charles Prince, will present a
Holiday Pops concert on Saturday,
December 12, at 7 p.m. at Crescent
Avenue Presbyterian Church in
Plainfield.

“It promises to be a very special,
festive evening that will brighten the
holiday season for everyone in the fam-
ily,” said Plainfield Symphony Presi-
dent James Rowland.

Among the musical selections are
the overture to Johann Strauss, Jr.’s
operetta Die Fledermaus, a suite from
Tchaikovsky’s ballet The Nutcracker,
Victor Herbert’s March of the Toys,
Emil Waldteufel’s Skater’s Waltz and
Leroy Anderson’s Sleigh Ride, in addi-
tion to a medley of holiday carols
performed and led as a sing-a-long by
middle school students from Press-
man Charter School in Plainfield.

“The children who attend will be happy
to hear that we plan to have a special
appearance from Santa sometime dur-

ing the concert,” Mr. Rowland said.
General-admission tickets cost $25,

but the symphony is offering $5 off a
general-admission ticket to audience
members who donate at least two non-
perishable food items to the orchestra’s
food drive, which benefits Starfish,
Plainfield’s local food pantry. Senior
and student tickets cost $15. Children
12 and under are free.

Tickets are available at the door or at
plainfieldsymphony.org. For more in-
formation, visit the website or call (908)
561-5140.

‘Clouds Go Wild’ Celebrates
Its Fifth Anniversary

WESTFIELD — “Clouds Go Wild,”
by 35-year Westfield resident Edmund
Faltermayer, a children’s book pub-
lished posthumously by AuthorHouse,
recently celebrated its fifth anniver-
sary.

“Clouds Go Wild” was two decades
in the making, with final revisions
completed in 2001. The
book was being circu-
lated among Manhattan
publishing houses when
Mr. Faltermayer died
due to complications of
ALS, also known as Lou
Gehrig’s disease, in
January 2003.

Frances Faltermayer
and Charlotte
Faltermayer Dolling, the
author’s wife and daugh-
ter, decided to publish “Clouds Go
Wild” themselves to ensure control
over the novel’s content and to pre-
serve the author’s voice. The two col-
laborated to complete the final prepa-
ration of the novel, from formatting to
proofreading, for publica-
tion. Mrs. Faltermayer, an
art history teacher at the
Wardlaw-Hartridge School
in Edison, illustrated the
novel’s cover.

Westfield was the model
for the book’s setting, the
fictional town of Lysander,
N.J. Mr. Faltermayer began
writing the novel shortly af-
ter the blizzard of 1978,
during which 18 inches of
snow hit the Westfield area
in a series of storms. The story’s pro-
tagonist, sixth-grader Roderick
Ringley, was inspired by the author’s
son, Steven. When Roderick thinks he
has discovered a way to create bliz-
zards over his hometown, he must
learn hard-won lessons about un-
checked ambition and the importance
of respecting nature.

Readers young and old will recog-
nize Westfield in descriptions of

Lysander’s wide streets and stately old
homes with wrap-around porches.
Faltermayer was a member of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield and
Echo Lake Country Club. He served
as president of the Westfield Memo-
rial Library board.

Mr. Faltermayer was a journalist for
nearly 50 years. As a re-
porter for The Wall Street
Journal, he covered the
Defense Department
during the Cold War, re-
porting out of Germany
and the former Soviet
Union. Shortly after re-
turning to the United
States, he was appalled
by the filth he found in
Manhattan after taking a
job as a writer and editor

for Fortune magazine, where he
worked for the next 39 years. He vented
his outrage in a series of articles that
was published as a book, “Redoing
America,” by Harper Collins in 1968
to critical acclaim.

At Fortune, Mr.
Faltermayer wrote exten-
sively about manufactur-
ing, personal investing and
health-care reform, all
while remaining commit-
ted to drawing attention to
environmental concerns.

“Although my father
wrote extensively about the
business world, he cared
deeply about the wonders
of the natural world,” said
his daughter. “His written

concern for the environment is cred-
ited with helping to pave the way for
the Clean Air Act in 1970, and it is in
that spirit that ‘Clouds Go Wild’ was
born.”

“Clouds Go Wild” is Mr.
Faltermayer’s first work of fiction. All
proceeds benefit ALS research. Cop-
ies can be purchased by visiting
cloudsgowild.com or by calling
AuthorHouse at (888) 280-7715.

Author Fictionalizes End to True
Murder Mystery in His First Novel

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Former Star-Led-
ger reporter Brad Parks has taken a
cue from his own life and written a
mystery novel set in Newark, in which
the protagonist, investigative reporter
Carter Ross, tracks down a suspect in
a quadruple murder.

The author will visit the Town
Bookstore this Sat-
urday, December
12, to meet readers
and sign copies of
the recently re-
leased, “Faces of
the Gone.”

In 2004, Mr.
Parks was newly
assigned to the
Star-Ledger news
desk after years of
working as a
sportswriter. He re-
ceived his first as-
signment – the ho-
micide of four
people shot execu-
tion-style in a va-
cant lot on the
south side of New-
ark.

“I found myself
looking at blood
stains in this desolate vacant lot [and]
thinking, why on earth did four people
die here?” he said.

“As a sportswriter, I was used to
covering events that came with a con-
clusion to them – someone won, some-
one lost. There was a final score and
statistics. Yet, here was a story where
there was no apparent conclusion,”
Mr. Parks explained.

“The police had no theories as to
why the people had been killed or
who did it… It was a true mystery,
and we didn’t know the ending. So, I
made one up. I took that real-life
crime as a basis for my story and
fictionalized the rest.”

In addition to the realistic and be-
lievable storyline, Mr. Parks also dem-

onstrates in-depth character develop-
ment in this inaugural work, making
“Faces of the Gone” as much about
protagonist Carter Ross as it is about
the murders he is investigating.

The fictional Ross is born and raised
in Millburn. He works in Newark,
lives in Nutley and hangs out in
Hoboken.

As a result, Mr. Parks has given the
Garden State a
new leading man.

“Carter Ross is
a hero of New Jer-
sey, by New Jer-
sey and for New
Jersey,” he said.

As a reporter for
the Newark Eagle
Examiner, Ross
finds himself in
crisis – crossing
the state in pursuit
of killers.

“Heck, he might
even visit
Westfield [in] one
of these books,”
said Mr. Parks, al-
luding to the two
Carter Ross se-
quels he has wait-
ing in the wings.

Mr. Parks cred-
its his 10 years as a Star-Ledger re-
porter for helping him tell an authen-
tic story.

“Anyone who knows Newark will
recognize the things Carter sees and
the observations he makes. I’m not
sure I could have achieved that if I
hadn’t walked those miles right along-
side [him],” he said, adding, “Being a
reporter forces you to find a story and
tell a story every day. That’s great
training for a novelist.”

Mr. Parks currently resides in Vir-
ginia with his wife and two children.

He will sign copies of “Faces of the
Gone” at The Town Bookstore on
December 12 from 10:30 a.m. to noon.

For more information, contact The
Town Bookstore at (908) 233-3535.
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CHRISTMAS TIME IN THE CITY...Westfield’s Candace Wicke, center, con-
ducts the Continuo Arts Foundation, which includes several Westfield residents,
in its Carnegie Hall performance of Stephen Edwards’ “Choral Fantasy.”

 Meet Former Ledger
Reporter at Book Store

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store, located at 270 East Broad Street,
will host former Star-Ledger reporter,
author and New Jersey native Brad
Parks, on Saturday morning, Decem-
ber 12, from 10:30 a.m. to noon.

In Mr. Parks’ novel, “Faces of the
Gone,” investigative reporter Carter
Ross searches throughout New Jersey
for a murderer. The police are stumped,
but Ross soon finds the four victims
have one connection after all, and it
puts him on the path of one very ambi-
tious killer.

For more information, call (908)
233-3535.

Edmund Faltermayer


