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GW’s Lincoln School
Performed Seussical

GARWOOD – The world of Dr
Seuss came to life, last month, on the
stage of Lincoln School in Garwood.
The annual musical, which features
the eighth grade class, also included a
stage crew comprised of seventh grad-
ers and a group of elementary-school-
aged children in the role of the littlest
Whos.

Seussical the Musical is a compila-
tion of popular Dr. Seuss stories, in-
cluding “The Cat in the Hat,” “Horton
Hears a Who,” “Horton Hatches an
Egg,” “Gertrude McFuzz” and “Oh
the Thinks you Can Think.”

The cast and crew, which num-
bered more than 60, rehearsed since
the first week of school in September.
Colton Gower played the role of
Horton, and Kelsey Durkin portrayed
his loyal neighbor Gertrude.

Sarah Kramer showed off her an-
tics as the Cat in the Hat, while Nicole
Resitar was the imaginative JoJo.
Maura Moran played Maysie la Bird,
with Jessica Weisser as the Sour Kan-
garoo. Devin Araujo and Alicia Styles
play the Mayor of Who and his wife,
respectively.

The musical was under the direc-
tion of Marguerite Modero, the
district’s Music and Performing Arts
teacher, along with choreographer
Jensyn Oertel-Modero. Carol
DelConte served as scenic designer
for the production, while Crystal
O’Reilly was the stage manager.

Dana Mandy was the costume co-
ordinator, and Francesca Florio served
as the business manager for the show.

Ms. Modero said the best thing about
the annual musical is the “bonding
experience” for the entire eighth grade
class, giving them the vehicle to learn
teamwork and trust in each other.

Westfield mother and fitness enthusiast Elizabeth Miller appears in the
December issue of Women’s Health Magazine for Dove Nutrium Body
Wash. As a member of the Women’s Health Reader panel, they will
occasionally ask questions about services and/or products. This time, the
panel wanted members to try Dove’s new Nutrium moisture product for 14
days and give feedback. In doing so, members could win a chance to come
to New York City and be in a Dove ad in Women’s Health Magazine.

“After trying the product and giving feedback, they contacted me again
asking for a photo, personal statistics and answers to a variety of lifestyle
questions. Then, they contacted me requesting an essay about the product.
Several months went by, and I was notified that I won,” Ms. Miller said.

On July 9 and 10, she participated in a photo shoot at Pier 59 Studios on
Chelsea Piers along with 11 other women from all over the country.
Beginning in the October 2009 issue, Dove ran four women in each of the
monthly issues through December. Back in Westfield, Ms. Miller teaches
exercise classes at the Jewish Community Center, gives wellness lectures
and trains clients at RWJ Health and Wellness center and maintains a private
healthy lifestyle coaching practice.

Maggie Diggory for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A MATCH IS MADE...Mountainside’s Deerfield School students are up to the
task of recreating the 1964 musical Fiddler on the Roof in late November.

Wash. School Show Sees
Westfield Meet ‘Slumdog’

WESTFIELD – Believe – not just
the 1969 Mets’ theme during its run
to the World Series Championship –
is the title of the 63rd annual Wash-
ington Elementary School Show,
which opens on January 29, 2010.

Conceived as “Westfield meets
Slumdog Millionaire,” the script, writ-
ten by Washington Elementary School
first grade parent Julie Shanebrook,
tells the story of Abigail Rhoades, a
determined Westfield High School
student, and her band of “believers,”
who go on a quest to save
Mindowaskin Park.

Facing a deep budgetary crisis, town
officials are forced to sell the park to
a powerful real estate developer who
plans to build a luxurious 55-and-
older condominium complex.

Only an immediate million-dollar
cash infusion can save Mindowaskin.
Distraught by the prospect of losing
this priceless part of the Westfield
community, Abigail and her friends
convince the producers of “Who
Wants to Be a Millionaire?” to let her
be a contestant on the popular game
show.

Motivated by ratings, they let her

take the hot seat. But, did they under-
estimate the depth of her conviction
and the power of believing?

“Washington School parents are so
passionate about this decades-long
tradition — also our biggest fundraiser
— so we always have a number of
creative scripts to choose from…and
this year was no exception,” said Linda
Habgood, one of the show’s four co-
producers.

“Julie’s script has such a great mes-
sage, not only for the kids but for
everyone. It’s timely, relevant and
inspirational,” added co-producer Joe
Ascione.

Tickets for Believe are on sale now
for three performances — Friday,
January 29, at 8 p.m. and Saturday,
January 30, at 1:30 and 7 p.m.

Complete show information, in-
cluding online ordering for tickets,
playbill ads and t-shirts is available
on the Washington Elementary School
website at westfieldnjk12.org/educa-
t i o n / c o m p o n e n t s / s c r a p b o o k /
default.php?sectionid=23.

Those interested are instructed to
click on the “Washington School
Show” link.

MOSTLY MUSIC presents a special chamber 
music concert to celebrate 30 years of bringing 

great music and artists to New Jersey

FREE TO THE PUBLIC
CARTER BREY and THE HARLEM QUARTET

PROGRAM
Wynton Marsalis: At the Octaroon Balls

Billy Strayhorn: Take the A Train
Franz Schubert: String Quintet in C

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, AT 3 P.M.
TEMPLE EMANU-EL

“The Harlem String Quartet represents the future of 
chamber music in the U.S. — a future in which the love 
for the classical repertoire erases lines of culture and race, 
and brings people together in joy. Performing with these 
musicians is a rare privilege.” —

CARTER BREY

THE HARLEM QUARTET 

Take the A Train,
The Today Show 

Information: 973.762.0108
www.mostlymusic.org
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STYLE CUISINE

Join us for New Year’s Eve
(limited ala carte menu seen on our website)

ff
Dj & Dancing all night long with a complimentary Champagne Toast

PRIX FX IX FX OUR-COURSE DE INNER MR ENU

FOR ONLY $27.95$ 7 95Y
Please check our website to see the whole menu at…

www.mosaico22.com

COME IN & RECEIVE OUR CUSTOMER LOYALTY CARD AND SAVE
EVERYTIME YOU DINE WITH US! (card cannot be used for parties of 10 or more)

ENJOY OUR REGULAR MENU FOR CHRISTMAS EVE

…

Kean Design Studio Selected
For South Korea Exhibit

UNION – The Design Studio at Kean
University was selected for inclusion in
the 2009 New Generations exhibit and
catalog at SangMyung University in
Chungnam, South Korea. The exhibi-
tion opened in November.

Kean and the Design Studio were
selected for the New Generations ex-
hibit based on the quality of work sub-
mitted from around the globe. The fac-
ulty, as well as design professionals in
South Korea, judges it.

Among the items submitted were the
calendar and newsletter that was de-
signed for Kean’s College of Visual and

Performing Arts and the program for
the Kean-sponsored 2009 Thinking
Creatively Conference.

The judges also reviewed posters
created by Kean graduate Jamie
Maimone (2009) for the Kean produc-
tions of the plays Our Lady of 121st
Street and She Loves Me.

“Selection to this exhibit means that
The Design Studio is able to compete
on an international basis with other
universities and design schools, and
support Kean’s mission of a world-
class education,” said Steven Brower,
director of The Design Studio at Kean.

Author of Astrology
Book Has the Answers
SCOTCH PLAINS – This holiday

season, “As Different as Night and Day:
A Complete Guide to Astrology” will
be available to the public. The author,
Jennifer Rubino, 24, a resident of Scotch
Plains, grew up in Westfield.

She attends Kean University and is
pursuing her Post-Baccalaureate de-
gree as an English education major.
She also works as an editor for a school
publication The Cougar’s Byte.

Ms. Rubino is fascinated by astrol-
ogy and has studied it for years. After
graduating college as an English/writ-
ing major, she knew she wanted to
fulfill her dream by writing a book.

The book gives readers a basic un-
derstanding of the zodiac signs and
explores some of the more hidden as-
pects of astrology. She also includes
information on compatibility. The book
was written to allow readers the oppor-
tunity to look at the world under a new
light.

“As Different as Night and Day” will
be available to purchase online through
the publisher at iuniverse.com. It will
also be sold on other popular
bookseller’s websites.

EXIT 13 Explores
Poetry’s Local Angles

FANWOOD – The contemporary
poetry found in the new issue of EXIT
13 Magazine, an annual journal pub-

lished in Fanwood, speaks of many
state venues.

“Some special locales in the new
issue include a diner on Route 22, the
Great Falls of Paterson, an Ocean Beach
bungalow, Shea Stadium and a music
festival in Asbury Park,” said Tom
Plante, who has published Exit 13 Maga-
zine since 1988.

“The poets share their experiences in
all sorts of places and focus on where
and how we live,” he said. The 16th
issue of EXIT 13 Magazine includes 51
poets, including 24 New Jersey writers,
and several photographers.

Among the local poets in the new
installment are Fanwood residents
Adele Kenny, Liza Katz, Gary Szelc
and Mr. Plante.

EXIT 13 Magazine features poets of
all ages, writing styles and degrees of
experience. The emphasis is on geogra-
phy, travel, adventure and the fertile
ground of the imagination.

Mr. Plante named the magazine
after the Elizabeth exit off the New
Jersey Turnpike. He has assembled
EXIT 13 Magazine in Fanwood since
1988, the year that he and his wife
moved out of the Elmora section of
Elizabeth.

For more information, contact Mr.
Plante by e-mail at:
exit13magazine@yahoo.com. Poetry
submissions by e-mail should be typed
into the body of the e-mail.

Exhibit Highlights Purity
Of the Lotus Flower

WESTFIELD – The timeless and
serene beauty of lotus flowers is cap-
tured in a photography exhibit, entitled
“Melody of the Lotus,” on display until
Saturday, December 19,
at the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts (NJWA)
in downtown Westfield.

The photographs were
taken by Chung Kun Shih,
who has, over the last seven
years, traveled to various
lotus gardens in and around
Beijing, China to capture
the images of these flow-
ers.

Highlighted in this ex-
hibition are elegant lotus
flowers and leaves. Also
shown are some rare lotus
varieties such as flowers
imitating peonies or chrysanthemum.

Lotus flowers symbolize purity, as
stated by Chinese scholar Zhou Dunyi,
who once said they “rise out of mud and
murky waters but are not contaminated.”
Lotus also gives the meaning of blos-
soming and prospering by overcoming
life’s difficulties and obstacles.

Lotus flowers’ beauty, have long been
subjects of poems, songs and litera-
tures in Asian cultures. In addition,
lotus flowers are important symbols in

Egyptian religion (mean-
ing rebirth), Hinduism
(prosperity) and Buddhism
(purity and enlightenment).
Many deities of Buddhism,
Hinduism, China and Ja-
pan are depicted as seating
on or carrying a lotus
flower.

One of Dr. Shih’s photos
was published in the Octo-
ber 2000 issue of National
Geographic. He recently
retired as China Venture
Manager after 30 years
with Infineum and
ExxonMobil. He resides in

Scotch Plains with his wife, Gloria, and
children Matthew and Peter.

The exhibit is free of charge and on
view at the NJWA, located at 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield. The
exhibit is open weekdays from 9 a.m. to
7 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. To
learn more, call (908) 654-4187.

The Work of
Chung Kun Shih

FRIENDS HELPING FRIENDS…Daniel Berke, 15, of Westfield, last month met
Jaclyn Murphy. Above, he hands her a check for $4,100; the money, raised in a
charity baseball game, will go to the Friends of Jaclyn (FOJ) Foundation, which
links children stricken with cancer to sports teams.


